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CHAPTER 1.
1777 — 1778,

Asnbourne, — Prrsonal Dispules. ~— Duke of Devon.
&hre, — Burke's Definition of @ Free Governmnt,
— Hlam. — The Christian Revelation. — Mungo
Campbell. — Dr. Tuylor's Bull-dog. — * [Esup at
play.” — Memory. — Roclester's Poenig~ Priot, —
Hypochondri@, — Books. — Homer and Virgil, —
Lord Bavon. — Topham Beauclerk. — Gramger's
¢ Ode on Solitude.” — Music, — Happiness. — Fu~
ture State.—— Slave Tratle.— Amemean Independence.
— Corruption of Payliament.— Planting.— *¢ Oddity
Johnson.” — Decimon of the Negro Cause. — Mr.
Saunders Welch, ~— Advwe to Travellers. — Corve-
cpondem:e.

Ox Monday, September 22., when ut breakfust, [
unguardedly said to Dr. Johnson, “I wish I saw
you and Mrs. Macaulay together.” He grew very
angry ; und, after a pause, while & cloud gathercd
on his brow, he burst out, *No, Sir; you would
not see us quarrel, to make you rport. Don’t you
know that it is very wocivil to pit two people against
VOL. VIX, B
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Then. checking himself, and wish-
gentle, he added, “I do not suy you
ed or drowned for this; but it ds

Mancivil” Dr. Taylor thought him in the
wrong, ud spoke to him privately of it; but I
afterwalds acknowledged t Johnson that I was to
blame, for I candidly owned, that 1 meant to ex-
press a desire to scc a contest between Mrs. Ma-
caulay and him ; but then I*knew how the contest
would end; so that I wal to sce him triumph.
Jounson. “ Sir, you cannot be sure how a contest
will end; and no man has a right to engage two
people in a dispute by which their passions may be
inflamed, and they may part with bitter resentment
against cach other. I would sooner kecp company
with a man from whom I mu~t gunard my pockets,
than with a man who contrives to bring me into
a dispute with somebody that he may hear it.
This is the great fault of —— (!) (naming one of
our friends), endeavouriug to introduce a subject
upon which he Knows two people in the company
differ.,” BoswerLrn. “But he told me, Sir, he does
it for instruction.” Jomwson. ¢ Whatever the
motive be, Sir, the man who does so, does very
wrong. He has no more right to instrfct himself
at such risk, than he has to make two people fight
2 duel, that he may learn how to defend himself.”

He found great fault with a gentleman of our

Mz, Langton is, ny doubt, meant here, and n _the next
p%m Sce the aﬂhir af the 7th May, 1773 fVo!. 111,

'Vo‘l lv.p 90.), where the reader will find the
snd fretful recurrence to this com=
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acqaaintance for keeping a bad table. ¢ Sir* agid
he, “when a man iy invited ¢o dinnen, he is ditup+
pointed if he does not get something good. ‘Fadvised
Mrs. Thrale, who has no carg-parties at her honse,
10 give sweetieats, ind sugh good things, in an
cvening, as are not commgonly given, and she would
find company enough come to hery for every body
loves to have thiugs which please the palate put wm
thewr way, without troubly: or preparation.” Such was
s attention to the mn *¢iee of life und manners.

Hethus characterised the Duke of Devonshire(!),
grandfather of the present representative of that
very respectable family: e was not a man of
superior abilities, hut he was a man strietly faithful
to his word. If, for instauce, he had promiscd you
an acorn, and none had grown that ycar in las
woods, he would not have contented hmeelt with
that excuse: he would have sent to Denmatk for
it.  So unconditional was he in heeping his word ;
so high as to the point'ef honour.”” This was a
liberal testimony from the Tory Johnson to the
vittue of a great Whig nobleman,

Mr. Burke's « Letter to the Sheriffs of Bristol, on
the Affairs of Ameries,” being mentioned, Jobnson
censured the eomposition much, and he ridiculcd
the dcfinition of a free government; viz., ¢ For any
practical purpose, it is whbat the people thinks ~o.”
I will let the King of France govern me on those
conditions,” said he, ¢ for it is to be governed just
as I please.” And when Dr. Taylor talked of a gl
being sent to a parish workhouse, and asked how

(1) Wilhiam, third Duke of Dﬂéomun.uhodacdm 1758 Lo
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much she could be obliged to work, «Why,” said
Jahnson, “as muph as is reogonable; and what is
that? as much as she thinks reasonehle.”

Dr, Johnson obligingly propused to carry me to
see Ilamn, a romantic scene,® now belouging to a
family of the name of Pgrt, but formerly the seat
of the Congreves.(') I suppose it is well de-
soribed in some of the tours. Johnson deseribed it
distinctly and vividly, at which I could not but ex-
press to him my wonder; because, though my eyes,
as he observed, were better than his, I could not by
any means crual him in representing visible objects.
1 said, the difference between us in this respect was
as that between a man who has a had instrument,
but plays well on it, and a man who has a good
instrument, on wlich he can play very imperfect y.

I recollect o very fine amphitheatie, surrounded
with hills coverced with woods, and walks neatly
formed along the side of a rocky steep, on the
quarter yiext the house, with recesses under projce-
tions of rock, evershadoWwed with trees; in one of
which reccsses, we were tuld, Congreve wrote his
«(ld Bachelor.” We viewed a remarkable natural
curiosity at Ilam; two rivers bursting near each
other from the rock, not from immedéate spriugs,
but after having run for many miles under ground.
Plott, in his « History of Staffordshire” (p. 69.),

v

1) Thw is & misteke, The Ports had been seated at Tlam
time out of mind.  Congreve had visited that family at Ilam ;
and his sent, that 18, the benek on which he sometimes sat, 1 th
e e et B e
the anoe and now viear M —
cruge of Mr, Bm&lf‘unm.-c. e
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gives an account,of this efimosity; but Johuson
would not believe ity thongh we had the attestation
of the gardencr, who eaid b had put in corks(})

where the river Mnm/fnld sinks into the ground,
and had catched theth m a net, placed before one of
the openings where the water hursts out. I, deed,
such subterrancous courses of warer are found in
various paits of our globe. (%)

Talking of Dr. Johnwu s unwillingness to believe
extraordinary things, 1 Lentured to say, ©Sir, you
comé near Hume's argument against miracles, that
¢ It is more probable witnesses should lie, or be mis-
tahen, than that they <hould happen.””  Jounson.
“ Why, Sir, ITume, tabing the proposition eimply, 18
right. (3) But the Christan revclation is not proved
by the miraclcs aloue, but as connected with pro-
phecies, and with the doetrines in confirmation of
which the nuracles were wrought.”

He repeated his observation, that the differences
among Chrstians are really of no consequence
« For instance,” said he, * if a Protestant objects Lo

l(f! e wdemt;t !hmtoldn:cm':m.!mhm
self w! made this expertmont; ere 1° the least
doubt of the fact. The river sinks suddenly mto the earth
bohmdahﬂiubowthevalley.md bursts out 1n the same
direction, and with the same hody of water, four miles

(2) See Plott's  History of Btaffordsture,” p. 88,

3) Thus {s not quite true. 1t 1, indoed, more e that
m(azrm;mmqui ‘wiinesses llwuld hqthmm‘ummh
ihmldhwehumned;buttmwtmdumneﬂedmb
sessee and mrcomstances -houklmo‘ ly conrur in evi-

tfalnhmg,-—mdd' 1h:me in mﬂ;eu:

— would be more miraculons than any mirac
smpmu; avd zhu.bynumamngumm balance of
vvobability 1s 1 favout of the miracles, =

B %
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e Papist, ¢ You worship images;’ the Papist can
answer, ‘1 do not insist on yous doing it; you may
be a very good Papist withont it; T doit only as &
help to my devotion.”™ I said, the great asticle of
Christianity is the revelation of imunort thty. (V)
Johnson admitted it was. &

In the cvening, a gentleman farmer, who was ou
a visit at Dr. Taylor's, attempted to dispute with
Johngon in favour of Murzo Campbell (¥), who
shot Alesander, Eatf of Eglitounc, upon his having
fallen, when retrcating from his lordship, who he
belicved was sbout to «cize his gun, a< he had
thicatened to do. e said he should have done just
a3 Canpbell did, Jonwnson. « Whoever would do as
Campbell did, descrves to be hanged ; not that T
could, as a juryman, have found him legally gty
of murder; but 1 am glad they found means to
conviet Lim.” The gentlcman farmer said, © A poor
man has as iquch 1 onvur as a rich man ; and Camy-

(1) This 15 loosely uapreeeed | The ancunts behionad nr -
mortabty, and cscn & state of retnsuton, Ome st at o
of the Jowy, a» well av the Mahumedans, ackn»hdod o foe
ture state. On 53 vital a question 1t 15 not s o st ub
Mr. Boswell’s colloquial phrascs, which hase sumc importan
vwhen they appear to be sanctioned by the amiaon of Dr,
Johuson, lmmo:mu{ ¥, ndeed, assured. and a thousand
social blessings snd benefits are vouchsated t@ nus by the

Chnistian revelation ; but * the great article of (hristiamity” 18
surely the aroweurnt ! —C,

2) Campbell terminated his own life 1o prison. Tt is bardly
$o be believed ( ﬂmuﬁ: there was every such appearance), that
the poverninent sould have permitted hum to be executed ; for
Loid Eglintoune wns grossly the aggrassor, and Campbell fired
{whether accidentally or designedly } when in the act of falling,
#8 ho retreated from Lotd Eghnioune. Lord Lghntune was
= friend of Mr. Boswell's, and the son of the who treated
Ja?;;ml Eth such Baitering altention.— See anid, Vol. Vs
| AR
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had that to defend.” Jokmon eonm “« A
pcu « 1w - has nd honoun”. The - English 3 yeoma.n,
vot disn cyed proceeded ¢, g & Lard Eglintoyne was a
¢y aed fool 10 ruu on upon *Campbeil. after being

«arned that o _..pbell waﬂ& shoot him if he did.”
-onr .0, who could no‘{hear ‘any thing like swear-
g, angnly repued, @ was not 4 damned fool :
' only thnuqht too well of Campbell, He did not
beliave Campbell would be ruch a demsned: scoun-
wel, as todo so damndl a thing.” His emphasis on
damped, accompanied with frowning looks, reproved
his opponent’s want of decorum in 4is presence,
Talking of the danger of heing mortified by re-
Jjection, when making approaches te the acquaintance
of the great, 1 ohgerved, “I am, however, generally
for trying, ‘Nothing venture, nothing have.’” Jorn-
«oNs ¢ Very true, Sir; but I have always been more
aftud of failing, thau hopeful of suecess.” And, in-
steind, though he had all just respect for rank, no
man cver less courted the favour of the great.
During this intervigw at Ashboume, Johnson
~wined 1o be more uniformly soclal cheerful, and
aiert, than [ had almost ever seen him. He was
prompt on great occasions and on small. Taylor,
who praiged every thing of his own to excess, in
_short, “ whose geese were all swans,” as-the praverb
says, cxpatiated on the excellence of his bull-dog,
which he told us was « perfectly welt shaped.” John-
son, after examining the suimal-gitentively, thus re-
presied the vain-glory of our host : —« No, Sir, he is
, not well shaped ;. for thereiis not the quick transition
. Wthﬁmﬁﬁeforepmtotha tenuity —
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the thin part ~ behind, which a bull-dog ought to
have.” This tenwity was the only Aord word that
I heard him use during this interviow, avd it will
be pbaorved, he instantly put another expression in
its place. Taylor said, a small ball-dog was as good
as & large one. Jounson. *No, Sir: for, in pro-
portion to his size, he has l‘rength + and your argu-
ment would prove, that a good bull-dog may be as
small as a mousce,” 1t was ing how he entered
with perspicuity and keenu~ss upun every thing
that occurred in conversation. Most men, whom I
know, would no more think of discussing a question
about a bull-dog, than of attaching a bull.

1 cannot allow any fragment whatever that floats
m my memory concerning the great subject of this
work to be lost. Though asmall particular may ap-
pear trifling to somc, 1t will be relished by others ;
while cvery little spark adds something to the ge-
neral blaze: and to please the true, candid, warm
admirers of Johnsongand in any degree increase the
splendour of his reputationpy I bid defiance to the
shafts of ridicule, or even of mahgmty. Showors
of them have been discharged at my “ Journal of a
Tour to the Hebrides;” yet it otill sails unhurt
along the stream of time, and as an attendant upon
Johnson,

¢ Pursues the triumph, and partakes the gale.”

One morning afler hreakfast, when the sun shone
bright, we walked out together, and * pdred” for
somé time with placid indolence upon an artificial
waterfall, which Dr. Taylor had made by building a
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strong dyke of stone across the river behund the gar-
den. It was now -&gewhat obstructed by branches
of trees and other rubbish, which had come down
the river, and rettled close to 4dt. Johnson, partly
from a desire tn see iv play more freely, and partlys
from that inclination to_ activity which will ani-
mate at times the wnost inert and sluggish mortal,
took a long pole which was lying on a bank, and
pushed down several parcels of this wreek with
painful asciduity, while | stood quietly by, wonder-
ing to behold the sage thus curiously employed,
and smiliug with a humorous satisfaction cach
time when he carried his point. He worked till be
was quite out of breath ; and hoving found a large
dead cat so heavy that e could not move it after
several efforts, * Come,” said he (throwing dowm
the pole), “you shall take it now;” which I accord-

Sy did, and being a fresh man, soon made the cat
‘umble over the cescade. This may be laughed at
as too trifing to record ; but it is a smafl eharac-
teristic trait in the Flemish picture which 1 give of
my friend, and in which, therefore,'T mark the most
minute particalars. And let it be remembered,
that # JEsop at play” is one of the instructive apo-
logues of agtiquity.

1 mentioned an old gentleman of our acquaintance
whose memory was beginning to fail. Jomnsox.
“ There must be a disensed mind where there is a
failure of memoary at seventy. A mau's head, Sir,
must bs morbid if he fails so soon.” (') My friend,

(1) Probably Boswell's father, Tord Auchinleck, was mesnt ;
but this 18 one of those violemt and absurd assertions into
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being now himself sixty-eight, might think thus:
but I imagine, thet threescors apd ten, the Psalmust's
pariod of sound human life in later ages, may have
» failure, though there be no disease mn the cousti-
eution.

Talking of Rochester's ,Poems, he sud he had
given them to Mr. Steevens to castrate (!) for the
edition of the poets, to which he was to write prc-
faves. Dr. Taylor (the on]y time I ever heard him
sy any thing witty) () obkcrved, that «if Roches-
ter had becn castrated himeelf, his exceptionable
pocms would not have been written.” 1 asked if
Burnet had not given a good life of Rochester.
Jouxson. “ We have a good Death ; there is not
much Zyfe.” I asked whether Prior's poems were
to be printed entire: Johnson said they were. I
mentioned Lord Ilailes’s ecnsure of Puior, in his
preface to a collection of ¢ Saered Poems,” by va-
rious hands, published by him at Edinburgh a great
many years ago, where he mentions > those impure
tales which will be the eternal opprobrium of their
ingemous author.” JomwsoN. * Sir, Lord Hailcs
has forgot. ‘There is nothing in Prior that will (x-
cite to lewdness. If Lord Haijles thinks there 1s,

whthohmonwuwofwnbe edbyhnpnmefeelmgmnd
. the Psalnust says, and successive ages have proved,
the yemofmn are threescore Years and ten s yet, K«

Jolinson was now near seventy, he ventures to assert thit any

decay of the faculties at that age must be morbid, — C,
(l.) 'I’buwu unnecessary, far 1t had been dune in the early

the present century by Jacob Lonson, — M.

(s) I am told that Horace, Eaxl of Orford, has a collection of

Bon-M persons who never smd but on, == B, w
mmml:zn,mmow.—c. 1 see
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he must be morg combnmble than othei

1 instanced the tale of “ Paulo Purganti ‘and- liu ’
wife.” Jomwwow. * Sir} there is nothing there, but
that his wife wanted to be kigsed, wher poor Paulo
was out of pocket. No, Sir, Prior is a lady’s book.
No lady is ashanfed ty hyve ‘it standang in her
library.”

The hypochondriac disorder being mentmned,
Dr. Johnson did not th’nk it so common as I stp-
posed. “ Dr. Taylor,”” said he, *is the same dne
day *ms another. Burke and Reynolds are the
same. Beanclerk, except when in pain, is the
same, I am not so myself; bet this I do not men-
tion commonly.”

I complained of a wretched changefulness, sothat
I could not preserve, for any long continuanee,
the same views of any thing. It was most comfort-
able to me to expericnce in Dr. Johnson’s company
a relief from this uncasiness. His steady, vigorous
mind held firm before me those oljects which my
own feeble and tremuldus imagipation frequently
presented in such a wavering state, th;lt my reason
could not judge well of them.

Dr. Johnson advised me to-day to have as many
books aboht me as I-could ; that I might read upon

. any subject upon which I had a desire for instruc-
‘tion at the time. % What you read then,” said he,
“ you will remember ; but if you have not a book
mmed:ately ready, and the subject moulds in your
mind, it is a chance if you bave again a desire to
study it.” He added, “ If a man never has an
eager desire for instruction, he should prescribe a
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task for himeelf. But it is better when a man reads
from immediate inclination.”

He repeated a ggod many lines of Horaco's Odes
while we were in the chaise; I remember particularly
the Ode « Ehew fugaces.” ¢

He said, the dispute as tp the’comparative exccl-
lence of Homer or Virgil (1) was inaccurate. « We
nrust consider,” gaid he,  whether Homer was not
the greatest poet, though Viegil may have produced
the finest pocni.(2)  Virgil Wwas indebted to Homer
for the whole invention of the structure of an epic
poein, and for many of lus beauties.”

He told we, that.Bacon was a favourite author
with him; but he had never read his works till he
was compiling the English Dietionary, 1n which he
said, I might see Dacon very often quoted. Mr.
Seward recollects his having mentioned, that a dic-
tionary of the English language might be compiled
from Bacon's writings alone, and that he had once
an intention of giving an edition of Bacon, at least
of his English works, andewisting the hife of that
great man. Had he exccuted this itention, there
can be no doubt that he would have done it in a
most masterly manner. Mallet's Life of Bacon has
0o inconsiderable merit as an acute and elegant dis-
b i s ek uenion ot s bk

obnson and Mr, Burke; and, to use Johnson's phrase, the
“talkked then best;” Jobnson for Homer, Burke for Virml, It
well b, suppoved to Hive been one of the ablest and most

contests that ever was gxhibited. How much must we
that It bas not been preserved |

'3) But where 38 the marcuracy, 1f the admirers of Homer

mbzﬂ.thuhemmoalyfmrh\’wgnmpomdﬁm

superior in exgellence ? =J. Boswsit, Jun
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sertation relative fo its subject; but Mallet's wind
was not comprehensive enongh to embrace the vast
extent of Lord Verulam’s genius snd research. Dr.
Warburton therefore observed, with witty justness,
« that Mallet in his Life of Bacon had forgotten that
be was a philosopher; snd if he should write the
Life of the Duke of Marlborough, which he had
undertahen to do, he would probably forget that he
was a geneval.” )

Wishing to be satisfied what degree of truth
theré was in a story which a friend of Johnson's
and mine had told me to his disadvaniage, I men-
toncd it to hum in direet terns ; and jt was to this
cfiect :—that a gentleman (') who had lived in great
intimacy with him, shown hum much kindness, and
even iclieved hum from a spunging-house, having
afterwards fallcu into bad eircumstances, was one
day. when Johnson was at dinner with him, scized
for debt, and earried to prison; that Johnson sat
still undisturbed, and went on eating and drinking ;
~apon which the gentlahan's sistar, who was pre-
seat, could not suppress her indignation: * What,
Sirl” wud she, * are you so unfeeling, as not even
to offer to go to m¥ brother in his distress; you
who have* heen so much obliged to him?” And
that Johnson apswered, % Madam, I owe him no

1) It appears from part of the original journal in Mr, An-
de&lnn'l pappeh, that &‘c friend who told the story was Mi.
Beauclerk, und the gentleman and hd’i alluded to were Mr.,
{proLably Henry) and Miss Harvey. There 15 reason to fosr
that Boswcll's indisciotion 1n betraying Mr. Beauclerk's name
:r:g;lred the cordiality between him and Dr, Johnson. = C, —
1
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obligation ; what he did for me hg would have dome
for a dog.”

Johnson assured me, thut the story was absolutely
false; but, like & man conscious of being in the
right, and desirous of complficly vindicating him-
self from such a charge, Jje did not arrogantly rest
on a merc denial, and on his general character, but
proceeded thus : — ¢ Sir, I was very intimate with
that gentleman, and was onge rclieved by him from
an arrest; but I never wx present when he was
arrested, never knew that he was arrested, and I
believe he never was in difficulties after the time
when he relieved me. I loved him much; yet, in
talking of his general character, I may have said,
though I do not remember that I ever did say so,
that as his generosity proceeded from no principle,
but was a part of his profusion, he would do for a
dog what he would do for a friend : but I never
applied this remark to any particular instance, and
certainly not to his kindness to me. If a profuse
man, who does pot value<his money, and gives a
large sum to a whore, gives half as much, or an
equally large sum to relieve a friend, it canmot be
estcemed as virtue. This was all that I could say
of that gentleman ; and, if said at all, itemust have
been said after his death. Sir, I would have gone
to the world's end to relieve him. The remark
about the dog, if made by me, was such a sa.lly as
might excupe one when painting a man highly.”

On Tuesday, September 23., Johnson was re.
markably cordial to me. Jt being necossary for
me to return to Scotland soon, 1 had fixed on the
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next day for my setting out, and I felt a tender
concern at the thought of parting with him. He
had, at this time, frankly communicated to me many
particulars, which arc inserted in this work in their
proper places ; and orlce, when I happened to men«
tion that the expense of 'my jaunt wonld come to
much more than 1 had computed, he said, * Why,
Sir, if the «\pense were to be an inconvenicnce,
you would have reawon to regret it; but, if yuu
have had the monev to spend, I know not that you
could hase purchased as much pleasure with it in
any other way.”

During this interview at Ashbourne, Johnson
and I frequently talked with wonderful pleasure of
mere trifies which had occurred in our tour to the
Hebrides; for it had left a most agreeable and lasting
impression wpon his mind.

e found fault with me for using the phrase to
make monev. ¢ Don't you see,” smd he, * the im-
propricty of 1t ?  To make money is to coin it; you
should «ay get money.”  The phrase, however, is, I
think, pretty currcnt.  But Johnson was at all times
jealous of infractions upon the genuine English lane
guage, and prompt to repress colloquial barbarisms;
such as p/Mlging myself for wundertaking ; line for
department or branch, as the civil line, the banking
line. Yle was particularly indignant against the
almost universal use of the word idea, in the sense
of notion or opinion, when it is clear that ides can
only signify something of which an image can be
formed in the mind. We may have an idea or image
of & mountain, & tree, a building ; but we cannot
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surely have an wdea or image pf an argument or
proposition.  Yet we hear theesages of the law « de-
livering their ideas upon the question nader con
sideration ;” and the first speakcrs i parhament
« entirely comneiding in the «dew which has been ably
stated by an honourable grember ' ;v (prohaung
an edi as unconstitutional. and iraeght with the
mosnt dangerous consequences to a great ol fue
cu aitry.”  Johnson called, this ¢ modein cant.”

I pereorvid that he prénounced he word Aeard.
as if spcdt with a double ¢, hrord, mste wd of scunding
it kerd. as 15 most usually done.l)  Ie said, has
reason was, that if it were pronounced ford, thare
would he a single exception from the Englheh pro
nuncwtion of the syllable car, and he thought it
bettcr not 1o bave that exccption.

He prmsid Gramgers » Ode on Solitude,” 1n
Dodsley’s collc cuion, and repr ated, with great energy,
the exordium - —

“ ) Solttude, romant maid’
Whether by nouding towers you tread ;
Or haunt the desest’s tracklicss gloom,
1 hover 0.7 the yawmng tomb 3
Or climb the Andes’ chifted sule,
Or by the Nile's coy source abnde:

——

(1) In the age of Queen Elisabeth thes word was frequently
written, a? doubtless it was pronow liord. == M. — I consder
the unashion of ths word, which Boswell justly makes
an objection to, as provincial; bot 1 think be must have mis-
apprebended 1)r. Jobnson's # reason.” There are many words,
10 which these three lettérs occur, that are pronvunced simi-
larly, e.g_eorn, leain, &c.; nor would the smgle exoeption be
an 85 wmfornuty 1s not the jus et norma loquendi m
E; L
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Or, starting from your half-vear's sleep,
From Hecla view the thawing deep:
Or, at the plrple dawn of day,
Tadmor’s marble waste survey,”

obser ing, ¢ This, Sir, is very noble.”

In the cveuing our gentleman-farmer, and two
others, cutertained thersselves and the company
willi a great number of tunes on the fiddle.  John-
son desired to have © Lot Ambition fire thy Mind”
played over again, and jppeared to give a patient
attention to it; though he owned to me that he
was very insensible to the power of music. 1 told
him that it affected me to such a degree, as often to
agitate my nerves painfully, producing in my mind
alternate sensations of pathetic dejection, so that I
was ready to shed tears; and of daring resolution,
80 that I was inclined to rush into the thickest part
of the battle.  “ Sir,” said he, “I should never hear
of it, if it made me such a fool.” .

-Mueh of the effect of music, I am satisfied, is
owing to the association of ideas. That air, which
instantly and irresistibly éxcites in the Swiss, when
in a foreign land, the maladic du pais(1), has, T am
told, po intrinsic power of spund. And 1 know
from my own experience, that Scotch recls, though
brisk; makeé®me melancholy, because I used to hear
them in my ‘early years, at a time when Mr. Pitt

{1) {The Ranz des Vaches—* an air,” says Rousseau, “so
dear o the Swiss, that it was forbidden, under the pain of death,
mlly it to the troops, as it immediately drew tears from them,

made them who heard it desert, or dic of what is called the
maladic du peis, so ardent a desive did it excite to return to their
country. 1t 18 in vain to seek in-this air for energetic accents
capable of producing such astonishing effects, for which stran-
gers are unable {o account from the music, which is in itself
uncouth and wild,”]

VOL. VIi. ’ R
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called for soldiers, ¢ from the mountsms of tne
north,” and nnmbers of brave hxghlanders were
gﬂmg ‘abroad, mever to return. Whereas the airs
in ¢ The Beggar's Opera,” many of which are very
soft, sever fail to render me Buy, because they are
associated with the warm seusations and high
spirits of London. This evening, while some of
the tunes of ordinary composition were played with
no great skill; my frame was agitated, and I was -
conscious of a generous ntthhment to Dr. Johnson,
as my preceptor ‘and friend, mixed with an affec-
tionate regret that he was an old man, whom I
should probably lose in a short time. I thought I
could defend him at the point of my sword, My
reverence and affection for him were in full glow.
I said to him, “ My dear Sir, we must meet every
year, if you don’t quarrel with me.” Jomnsow.
% Nay, Sir, you are more likely to quarrel with me,
than I with you. My regard for you is greater
almost than I have words to express; but 1 do not
choose to be always repealing it : write it down in
the first leaf of your pocket-book, and ncver doubt
of it again.” .
I ta.ll-ed to him of misery bemg “ the doom of
‘man,” in this life, as displayed in his  Vanity of
. Human' Wishes.” (!) Yet T ohserved that things
were done upon the supposition of happiness; grand
houses were built, fine gardens were made, splendid
places of public amusement were . contrived, and
crowded with company. Jounson. ¢ Alas, Sir
these ‘are ouly straggles for happiness. W‘hen 1

. ‘"?‘m m':f,",'.v“""!mmn;
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first entered Ranelagb it gave an expansion and
gay semsation to mv mind, such as I never ex-
perienced any where else. But, as Xerxes wept
when he viewed his immense army, and considered
that not one of that gecat multitude would be alive
a bundred years afterwargs, so it went to my heart
to consider that there was not onc in all that bril-
liant circle that was not afraid to go home and
think ; hut that the thoughts of each individual
there would be distressilg when alone.” This re-
flection was cxperimentally just. The feeling of
languor (1), which succeeds the animation of gaiety,
is itself a very severe puin: and when the mind is
then vacant, a thousand dishppointments and vea-
ations rush in and excruciate. Will not many even
of my fairest readers allow this to be true?

1 suggested, that being in love, and flattered with
hopes of success ; or having some favourite scheme
in view for the next day, might prevent that wretch-
ednesg of which we had been talking. JoxNson.
“ 'Why; Sir, it may sometimes be so as you sup-
pose ;+but my conclusion is in general but too
true.”

While Johnson and 1 stood in caln conferinee
by oursslves in Dr. Taylor's garden, at a pretty
late hony ie & serenc autumn night, looking up to

(1) Pdpe mentions,

“ Streteh’d on the rack of & too casy char ™
But I recollect a coupkt qmw posite to my subject v

“ Virtue, sn Ethie tiful and In<trictive poum,
by an sanonymous s m 1758, wlm, troating of pleasure 3
excess, pays,

* TH languor, mﬂ!ﬂzﬂ:ﬁeﬂrﬂ ntlhln;:.

.c®
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the heavens, I directed the discourse to the subject
of a future state. My friend was in e placid and
most benignant frame of mind. ¢ Sir,” said he,
% I do not imagine that all things will be made clear
to us immediately after deatls. but that the ways of
Providence will be explaiged to us very gradually.”
I ventured to ask him whether, althongh the words
of some texts of Seripture seemed strong in support
of the dreadful doctrine of an eternity of punish-
ment, we might not hope fhat the denunciation was
figurative, and would not literally be cxecuted.
Jouxnson. ¢ Sir, you are to consider the intention
of punishment in a future state. We have no rea-
son to be sure that we rhall then be no longer liable
to offend against God. We do not hnow that even
the angels are quite in a state of security ; nay, we
know that some of them have fallen. It may there-
fore, perhaps, be necessary, in order to preserve
both men and angels in a state of rectitude, that
they should have continually before them the pu-
nishment of those who have deviated from it; but
we hope that by some other means a fall from ree-
titude may be prevented. Some of the texts of
Scriptare upon this subject are, as you observe,
indeed strong; but they may admit of,a mitigated
interpretation.” He talked to me upon this awfui
and delicate question in a genile tone, and as if
afraid to be decisive.

After supper I acrompanied him to his apart-
ment, and at my request he dictated to me an ar-
gument in favour of the negro who was then elaim-
ing his liberty, in an action in the court of session
m Scotland. He had slways been very zealons®
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against slavery in, every form, in which I with all
deference thought tuat he discovered « a zeal with-
out knowledge.” Upon one occasion, when in
company with some very grave men at Oxford, his
toast was, “ Here 's th the next insurrection of the
negroes in the West Indies.”.  His violent prejudice
aguinst our West Indian and American settlers ap-
peared whenever there was an opportunity. To-
wards the conclusion of his * Taxation no Tyranny,”
he says, « How is it that we hear the loudest yelps
for Kberty among the drivers of negroes?” and
in his conversation with Mr. Wilkes he asked,
“ Where did Beckford and Trecothick learn En.
glish?” (') That Trecothick could both speak
agfswrite good English is well known. I myself
was favoured with his correspondence concerning
the brave Corsicans, And that Beckford could
speak it with a spirit of honest resolution even to
his majesty, as his « faithful lord mayor of Lon-
don,” is° commemorzated by thc noble monument
erccted to him in Guildball.

The Argument dictated by Dr. Johnson was as
follows : —

It must be dgreed that in most ages many coun-
tries have Rad part of their inhabitants in a state of sla-
very; yet it may doubted whether slavery can ever be
supposed the natural condition of man. It is impossi-
ble not to conceive that men in their original state were
equal ; and very difficult to imagine how one would b

haemd to another but by violent compulsion. An
individual may, indeed, forfeit his liberty by a crime ;
but he unnot bytlm crime forfeit thehbenyof his

{1) Ses ani?, Vol. VI, p. 196.~C.
cl
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children. What is true of a crimupal seems troe like-
wise of a captive. A man may gerept life from a con-
quering cnemy on condition of perpetual servitude ; but
it is very doubtful whether he can entail that servitude
on his descendants ; for no may can stipulate without
' commission for another. The condition which he
himself accepts, his son orsgrandson would have re-
jected. 1f we should admit, what perhaps may with
more rcason be denied, that there are certain relations
between man and man which may make slavery neces-
sary and just, yet it can never be proved that he who is
now suing for his freedom ever stood in any of those
relations. He Is certainly subject by no law, but that
of violence, to his present master; who pretends no
claim to his obedience, but that he bought him from a
merchant of slaves, whoee right to sell him never was
examined. It is said, that according to the constitu-
tions of Jamaics he was legally enslaved ; these consti-
tutions are merely positive ; and apparently injurious
to the rights of mankind, hecause whoever is exposed to
sale is condemned to slavery without appeal, by what-
ever {raud or violenec he might have been originally
brought into the merchant’s power. In our own time
princes have been sold, by weetches to whose care they
were intrusted, that they might have an Kuropean edu-
cation ; but when once they were brought to a marhet
in the plantations, little would avail either their dignity
or their wrongs. ‘The laws of Jamaice afford a negro
no redress. His colour is considcred as a sfifficient tes.
timony against him. It is to be lamented that moral
right should ever give way to political convenience.
But if temptations of interest are sometimes too strong
for human virtue, let us at least retain a virtue where
there is no temptation to quit it. In the present cane
there is apparent right on one side, and no convenience
on the other. Inhabitants of this island can neither
gain riches nor power by taking away the liberty of any
pert of the human species. The sum of the argument
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is this ;—~No man is by nature the property of another,
Tle defendant is, therefore, by nature free. THe rights
of nature must be sdme way forfeited before they can
be justly taken away. That the defendant has, by any
act, forfeited the rights of pature, we Tequire to be
proved ; and if no prodf of such forfeiture cen be given,
we doubt not but the jusgjee of the court will declare
him free.”

I record Dr. Johnson's argument fairly upon this
particular case; where, perhaps, he was in the
right. Buat I beg leave to enter my most solemn
protest against his general doctrine with respect to
the slave trade. For I will resolutely say, that his
unfavourable notion of it was owing to prejudice,
and imperfect or false information. The wild and
dangerous attempt which has for some time becn
persisted in to obtzin an act of our legislature, to
abolish so very important and necessary a branch of
commercial interest, must have been crushed at
once, had not the insignificance of the zealots who
vainly took the lead in it made the vast body of
planters, merchants, antl others, whose immense
properties are involved in that trade, reasonably
enough suppose that there could be no danger.
The encourngement which the attempt has received
excites my wonder and indignation; and though
some men of saperior abilities have supported it,
whether from a love of temperary popularity when
prosperous, or a love of general mischief when des-
perate, my opinion is.unshaken. To abolish u status,
which in all ages God has sanctioned, and man has
continued, would not osly be robbery to an innu-
merable class of our fellow-subjects, but it' would

; " c4
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be extreme eruclty to the African savages, & por-
tion of whom it saves from maspacre, or infolerable
bondage in their own country, and introduces into
a much happier state of life; especially now when
iheir passage to the West Intlics and their treat-
ment there is humanely regulated. To abolish that
trade would be to
4w shut the gates of mercy on mankind.”
Whatever may have passed elsewhere concerning
ity the House of Lords is wise and independent ;
« Intaminatis falget honoribus ;
Nee sumit aut ponit secures
Arbitrio populans surse,” (1)

1 have read, conversed, and thought much upon
the subject, and would recommend to all who are ca-
pable of conviction an excellent tract by my learned
and ingenious friend, John Ranby, Esq., entitled
« Doubts on the Abolition of the Slave Trade.”
To Mr. Ranby’s ¢« Doubts,” I will apply Lord
Chancellor Hardwicke's expression in praise of a
Scotch law book, called®* Dirleton’s Doubts;”
“ y1s doubts,” said his lordship, * are better than
most people’s certminties.”

When I said now to Johnson, that I was afraid I
kept him too late up, « No, Sir,” said h¢, « I don’t
eare though L =it all night with you.,” This was an
animated speech from a man in his sixty-ninth

year. (%)
As iy rabaies il or frown, " 7
. Johnson loved late hours extremsly, or more
p}-fy) gud early ones. Nothng was more terfying o Him



Zway. 68, TAXATION OF AMERICA. 25

Had I been as attentive not to displease him as I
ought to have been,1 know not but this vigil might
‘have been fulfilled; butl unluckily entered upon
the controversy concerning the’ right of Great
Britain to tax Amera, and. attempted to argue in
favour of our fellow-subjects on the other side of the
Atlantic. I insisted that America might be very
well governed, and made to yield sufficient revenue
by the means of influence, as exemplified in Ireland,
while the people might be pleased with the imagi-
nation of their participating of the British consti-
tution, by having a body of representatives, without
whose consent money could not be esacted from
them. Johnson could not bear my thus opposing
his avowed opinion, which he had exerted himself
with an extreme degree of heat to enforce ; and the
violent agitation into which he was thrown, while
answering, or rather reprimanding me, alarmed me

than the iden of retiring to bed, which he never would call
going to rest, or suffer another to call so, «1I e down,”
said be, ¢ that my acquaintance may sleep; but I lie down to -
endure oppressive mi and soon rise again to pass the night
in anxiety and pain." i! this pathetic nianner, which no one
ever | usedmtommudegree,heunedtonhockmefmm
mttmg his ompeny, till. I hurt my own health not a little
by sitting up With him when I was myself far from well: noy was
it an -easy matter to oblige him even by compliance, for he always
mnmulned that 1o one forbore their own gratifications for
dftplmin another, axd if onu i sit up it was probably to
Wu@op se f ngnght. however, he certainly hed to say
- sy -as-he made %m:ng when he
Mw'tormd me. aﬁswm:&m ai .u‘“".n‘?n?ai'“a'éf
reproofs, not, to to sit qui @
ﬁthh,llltﬁmlfhmon q'ﬂoc’imtbumomn

,Ewﬂ»“ mmugu to enpge ioge him m"?uil:;d favoue
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80, that I heartilyropented of my having untl inkingly
introduced the subject. I myalf, however, grew
warm, and the change was great, from the calmu state
of philosophical discussion in which we had a little
before been pleasingly emploid.

I talked of the corruptien of the British parlia-
ment, in which 1 alloged that any qucstiou, however
unreasonable or unjust, might be carried by a venal
majority ; and I spoke with high admiration of the
Roman senate, as if composed of mcen sincerely de-
strous to resohve what they should think hest for
their country. My friend would allow no such echa-
racter tv the Roman senate; and he maintained
that the British parliament was not corrapt, and
that there was no occasion to corrupt its members ;
asserting, thar thcre was hardly ever any question
of great importance before parliament, any question
in which a man might not very well vote either
upon one side or the other. Ie sad there had
been none in his time eacept that respeching
America. '

‘We were fatigued by the eontest, which was pro-
duced by my want of caution; and he wasnot then
in the humour to slide into easy and cheerful talk.
It therefore so happened, that we wefe after an
bour or two very willing to separate and go to bed.

On Wednesday, Scptember 24, I went into Dr.
Johnson's room before he got up, and finding that
the storm of the preceding night was quite laid, I
sat down upon his bedside, and he talked with as
tanch readiness and good humour as ever. He re-
commendod to mc to plant a cossiderable part of a



iray o ASIIBUURNE U'xd

furge moorish farmp whica I had purchased; and hé
made several calculations of the expense and profit;
for he delighted in exercising his mind on the .
science of numbers. He pressed upon me the im-
portamee of planting Kt the first in a very sufficient
wner, quoting the saying, < In bello non licet bis
errure :” and adding, ¢ this is equally true in plant-
ing "

I spoke with gratitude of Dr. Tavlor’s hospitality ;
and as evidence that it was unot on account of his
goodtable alone that Johnson visited him often, I
mentioned a little anecdote which had escaped my
frienc’s recollection, and at hearing which repeated,
he smiled. One evening, when T was sitting with
him, Frank delivered this message: ¢ Sir, Dr.
Taylor sends his compliments to you, and begs you
will dine with him to-morrow. He has got a hare.”
My compliments,” said Johnson, «and I’'ll dine
with him — hare or rabbit.”

After breakfast I departed, and pursuedrmy jour-
ney northwards.(') I todk my post-chaise from the

(1) “ Ashhcurte, Sept. 25. 1777. Boswell is gone, and is, I
hope, pleased that he has been here; though to look on any
thing with pieasure is not very common. He has been gay and
goud-humoured in his usual way, but we have not agreed npon
a.ny other expedition, . |

# Scptember 29, He says, his wife does not love me quite
well yet, though we have ‘made s formal peace. He kept his
jonrml very diligently ; zut then what was there to journalise ?
1 slipuld be glad to see hesays of [Taylor]." ’

“Oct. m.—rmm “ut thiak onyour auudmy
master's. Life has, upar “ho whole, fallen venz”aort, of
my early ex ; Ix,! the wqmmmn of such dship,
at an age, ew friendships acquired, is some-

“gh mmmmwmu right
.m laﬂnkonuwi& mﬂ'f‘imﬁy
. apt to be delighted.”
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Green Man, & very good inn at Ashhourne, the mis
tress of which, o mighty civil gentlewoman, court-
sying very low, presented me with an engraving of
the sign of her house; to which she had subjoined,
in her own hand-wnting, am>address in such sin-
gular simplicity of style, ¢hat I have prescrved it
pasted upon one of the boards of my original Journal
at this time. and shall here insert it for the amuse-
ment of my readers : —

“ M. Killinpley’s duty waits upon Mr. Boswell, is
exceedingly obhiged to Inm for this favour; whenever

he comes this way, hopes for a continuance of the same.
Would Mr. Boswell name the house to his extensive ao-

¢ Lichfield, Oct. 22. — T am come, at last, to Lichheld, and
am rulloycglul that I have got away from a place where there
wias indeed no evil, but very little good. My it to Stowhll
has been puid. I have seen there a collection of msery. Mirs.
Aston paralytic, Mrs. Wulmsley lame, Mrs, Hervey blind, and
I think another lady deat. Lven such i lite. I hope dear
Mrs. is a hittle better, 1t 15, however, very hittle, She
was, I beheve, FM to sLe me, and to have any body glad to see
meiwa gﬁm pleasure.” *

“ field, Oct. 29. — Though after my last letter I mught
ﬂ:ﬂy claim an interval of res;, yet 1 write again to tell you,

t for this turn you will hem but once more from anhdyeld.
This day 13 Wednesday — on Satw day I shall write agan,’and
on I shall set out to sech adventures ; fur you hnow,—
« Norre but the brave desert the fan,” Ou Monday we hope to
see Bi the seat of the mechanic arts; 1 koow not
whether our next will be Oxford, the manwion of the
Lberal arts; or London, the reudence of all the arts together,
The chymusts call the world Acadenua P , may am
is 10 be hus fallow.student —to see the works of nature, and
e, perhage, 11 me and T hope to B 2y par of Lo
may, perha me; to fitl my part Rdon, "
Lettors to Mrs. Thral.

R
® %My Jabpaon sends his compitments to the ladies at Stowhall, of whom

a1e would have taken & more formal leave, but that Fe was wllling to speze
‘would have boen no plamsure h“am.lm
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quaintance, it would be a singular favour conferred on
. one who has it not’ in her power to make any other re~
turn but her most gmteﬁll thanks, and sineerest prayers
for his happiness in nme, and in a blessed etermr.y
“ Tuesday mommg : .

From this meetmg at Ashbonme 1 deﬁved a con-
sidcrable accession to my Johnsonian store. I com«
municated my original Journal to Sir William
Forbes, in whom I have always placed deserved
confidence; and what he wrote to me concerning
it is«s0 much to my credit as the biographer of
Johneon, that my readers will, 1 hope, grant me
their indulgence for here inserting it: «It is not
once or twice going over it says Sir William,
% that will satisfy me ; for I find in it a high degree
‘of instruction as well as entertainment ; and I de-
rive more benefit from Dr. Johnson's admirable
diseussions than I should be able to draw from his
parsonal conversation ; for I suppose there is not a
man in the world to whom he discloses his sentn-
ments so freely as to yoursclf "

1 eannot omit & curious eircumstance which oc-
curred at Edensor-inn, close by Chatsworth, to
survey the rhagnificence of which I had gone a con-
siderable way out of my road to Scotland. The inn
was then kept by a very jolly landlord, whose name,

-1 think, was Malton.  He happened to mention
that ¢ the celebrated Dr. Johnson had been in his
house.” I inquired aoko this Dr. Johnson was, that
I might hear my host’s notion of him. * Sir,” said

‘he; % Johason, the great writer; Oddity, as they call
-himi. He’s the greatest mwriter in England; he
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writes for the ministry ; he has a correspondence
abroad, and lets them know what's going on.”

My friend, who had a thorough dependence upon
the authenticity of my rclation without any em-
dellishment, as falsehood or Siction is too gently
called, lsughed a good dea] at this representation of
Liraself. ,

. Lerres 303 FROM MR. BOSWELL.

:  Edicburgh, Sept. 29. 1777,
£ My pear 8in, — By the first post I inform you
of my safe arrival at my own hopse, and that 1 had the
comfort of finding my wife and children all in goed
health.

« When I look back upon our late inwerview, it ap-
pears to me to have answered expectation better than
almost any echeme of happiness that I ever put in ex-
ecution, My Journal is stored with wisdom and wit;
and my memory is filled with the recollection of lively
and affectionate feelings, which now, I think, yield me
more satisfaction than at the time when they were first
excited. I have experienced this upon other occasions.
1 shall be obliged to you if you will explain it to me ;
for it seems wonderful that pleasure should be more

. vivid at & distance than when near. Y wish you may
find 'yourself in & humour to do me this favour ; but I
“flatter myself with no strong hope of it ; foy 1have ob.

served, that, unless upon very serious occasions, your
letters to me are not answers to those which 1 write.”
(I then expressed much uneasiness that I had mentioned
to him the name of the gentleman (') who had told me

story so much to his disadvantage, the truth of which
he had completely refuted ; for that my having done so
might be interpreted as.a breach of confidence,.and

" (1) Mr. Bepnblerk, Bée antd, p.13.—C, &° '
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offend one whose society I valued : therefore earnestly
requesting that no nofice might be taken’ of it to sy
body, till I should be in London, and have an oppora
tunity to talk it over with the gentleman.)

Lereex 9504 TO Lfks. ASTON.

*  «London, Nov. 20, 177%

“ DEar Mapam, — Through Birmingham and
Oxford 1 got without any difficulty or disaster to
London, though ot in so short a time as 1 expected,
for I did not reach Oxford before the second day. I
eame home very much incommoded by obstructed respi-
ration ; but by vigorous methods am something' better.
I have since been at Brighthelmstone, and am now de-
signing to settle.

¢ Different things, Madam, are fit for different people.
It is fit for me to settle, and for you to move. I wish 1
could hear of you at Bath; but I am afraid that is
hardly t be expected from your resolute inactivity.
My unext hope is that you will endeavour to grow welt
where you are. I cannot help thinking that I sawa
visible amendment between the time when, I left you to
go to Ashbourne, and the time when J came back. I
hope you will go on mending and mending, to which
exercise and cheerfulness will very much contribute,
Take care, therefore, dearest Madam, to be busy and
cheerful.

“ 1 have great confidence in the care and conversation
of dear Mrs, Gastrell. It is very much the interest of
all that know her that she should continue well, for she
is one of few people that has the proper regard for those
that are sick, She was so kind to me that I hope I
never shall forget it ; and if it be troublesome to you to
write, I shall hope that she will do me another act of
kindness by answering this letter, for I begsthat 1 may
Year from you by,some hand er another. 1 am, Madam,
your, &e. . Y San, JounsoN"



32 LIFE OF JUHINSON. 1777,

Lerrze 305, TO MRS, LUCY PORTER.
« London, Nov. 20. 1777.

« Dean Love, — You ordep d me to write you word
when I came home. 1 have been for some days at
Brighthelmstone, and came hack on Tuesday night.

“ You know that when I left you 1 was not well: I
have taken physic very diligently, and am perceptibly
better ; 8o much better that I hope by carc and perse
verance to recover, and see you again from time to
time.

¥ Mr. Nollckens, the statuary, has had my direction to
send you a cast of my head. 1 will pay the carriage
when we mect.  Let me know low you like it ; and
what the ladics of your rout say to it. I have heard
different opinions. I caunot think where you can put
it.

¢ I found every body here well. Miss [Thrale] has
a mind to be womanly, and her womanhood does not sit
well upon her.  Please to make my compliments to all
the ladies and all the gentlemen to whom 1 owe them,
that is, to & great part of the'town. I am,dear Madam
your most humble servant, Sau. Jounson."”

Leyrze $06. TO JAMES BOSWLELL, ESQ.
¢ London, Nov, 29, 1777.

¢ Dpar Sm,—~ You will wonder, or you have
wondered, why no letter has come from me. What you
werote at your return had in it such a strain of cowsrdly
caution 28 gare me no pleasure. I could not well do
what you wished; I had no need to vex you with a
refusal. Ihaveseen [Mr. Beauclerk], and as to him have
set all right, without any inconvenience, so far as I
know, to you. Mrs. Thrale had forgot the story, You
nay now be at esse. *
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¢ And at ease I certainly wish you, for the kindness
that you showed in €oming so long & journey to ave me.
Jt was pity to keep ydu so long in pain, but, upon re-
vicwing the matter, 1 do not see what 1 could have
done better than 1 did. I hope you found at your re.
turn my dear enciny snd®all her little people quite welk
and had uo reason to repen} of your journcy. I think
on 1t with great gratitude.

I was not well when you left me at the doctor’s, and
1 grew worse ; yet I staid on, and at Lichfield was very
ill.  Travelling, however, did not make me worse ; and
when 1 came to London, I complied with a sumrmons to
gv to Brighthclinstone, where I saw Beauclerk, and
staad three days,

“ Qur club has recommenced last Friday, but I was
net there. Langton has snother wench. (1)  Mrs.
Thrale is in hopes of a young hrewer. They got by
their trade last year a very large sum, and their ex-
penses are proportionate. Mrs, Williams's health is
very bad.  And 1 have had for some time a very dif-
ficult and laborious respiration; but I am better by
purges, abstinence, and other methuds. 1 am yet, how..
ever, much behind-hand in my health and rest.

* Dr. Blair's sermons are now universally com-
mended; but let him think that I had the honour of
first finding and first praising his excellencies. I did
not stay to add my voice to that of the public.

* My dear friend, let me thank you once more for
your visit: you did me great honour, and I hope met
with nothing that displeased you. 1 staid Jong at Ash~
bourne, not much pleased, yet awkward at departing. I
then went to Lichfield, where I found my friend at
Stowhill [Mrs. Aston] very dangerously diseased. Such
is life. Let us try to pass it well, whatever it be, for
there is surely something beyond it.

. (2) A dsughter born to him.
vo. VII »



34 LIFE OF JOHNSON. 1717

“ Well, now, 1 hope all is well ; write as soon 2s you
ean to, dear Sir, &c. .
¢ < Bam. Jomnson.”

Lrrres 307. FROM MR RYSWELL
« Edinburgh, Nov. 29. 1777,

“ My pe\r Siw, — This day’s post has at length
relieved me from mmch unessiness, by bringing me a
letter from you. 1 was, indeed, doubly uncasy ; onmy
own account and vours. 1 was very anxious to be so~
curedl against any bad congrequences from my inprudence
in mentiomng the gentleman's uame who bad tld me
a story to your disadvantage ; and as T could hardly
suppuse 1t possible that sou would delay sv Joag to make
mie casy, unless you were 1ll, T was not 4 hit'le apprelien.
sive about you. Y ou must not be offended wiwn ¥ venture
to tell you that you appear to me to have been too rigid
upon this occasion.  The ¢ couardly cantion whukh gave
you no pleasure, was surgested to me by a friend here,
o whom I mentioned the stiange «tory, and the des
tetion of its fality, o¢ an instance how one sy be
decerved by what is apparently very good authority,
But, as 1 am still persuided, that as 1 might have ob.
tained the truth without wentioning the gentleman’s
name, it was wrong 1 e {0 do it, I caunot see that you
arejust in blaming my caution. Butif you were ever
50 just in your disapprobation, rught you not have dealt
more tenderly with me?

‘1 went to Auchinleck about the middle of October,
and! passed some time with my father very comfortably,

“ I am engaged in & criminal prosecution against a
country schoolmaster, for indecent behaviour to his feinale
scholais, There is no statute against such abominable
conduct ; but it is punishable at common law. 1 ghell
be obliged to you for your msuistance in this extraor-
dinary trial. I ever am, &c, James Boswrrn,”
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About this time I wrote to Johnson, giving him
an account of the'deemon of the Negro cause, by
the court of session, 'which by those who hold even
the mildest and best regulated slavery in.abomin-
ation (of which numbgy I do not hesitate to declare
that I am none) should be remembered with high
respect, and to the credit of Scotland ; for it went
upon a much broader ground than the case of  So-
merset, which was decided in England(); being
truly the general question, whether a porpetual ob-
ligation of service to one master in any mode should
be sanctified by the law of a free country. A ne-
gro, then called Joseph Knight, a native of Africa,
having been brought to Jumaica in the usual course
of the slave trade, and purchased by a Scotch gen-
tleman in that island, had attended his master to
Scotland, where it was officiously suggested to him
that he would be found entitled to his liberty with-
out any limitation. He accordingly brought his
action, in the course of which the advocates on both
sides did themselves great honour. Mr. Maclaurin
has had the praise of Johnson, for his argument (%)
in favour of the necgro, and Mr. Macconochie (%)

(1) See State Trials, vol. x1. p. 899, and Mr. I:Iugmvus ar.
gument, L]

(2) The motto to it was happily chosen : —
“ Ouanivis lile niger, guamvis tu candidus esses.’

le-nnotnva:d mcnﬂonmg 8 circumstance no less strange than
ocate in oonmderable practice [Mr.

erghc st d‘m it not be said, In;
_ﬁlﬁﬁw c::,mth:fmofﬁppnm
m“haihnmduymm ™
3) A it] LudMeuiWh
() Mlﬁl&lmdofnaion, ;dleu e of d e
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distinguished himself on the same side, by his in-
genuity and extraordinary res(.arch. Mr. Cullen,
on the part of the master, discovered good inform-
ation and sound reasoning; in which he was well
supported by Mr. James Ferguson, remarkable for
a manly understanding, and a knowledge both of
books and of the world.” But I cannot too highly
praise the speech which Mr, Henry Dundas (') gene-
rously contributed to the cause of the sooty stranger.
Mr. Dundas's Scottish accent, which has been 0
often in vain obtruded as an ohjection to his power-
ful abilities in parliament, was no disadvantage to
him in his own country. And I do dcclare, that
upon this memorable question he impressed me, and
1 believe all his audience, with such feelings as were
produced by some of the most eminent orations of
antiquity. This testimony I liberally give to the
excellence of an old friend, with whon it has been my
lot to differ very widely upon many political topics :
yet I persuade mysclf without malice. A great
majority of the lords of <ession decided for the ne.
gro. But four of their number, the Lord President
[Dundas], Lord Elliock [Veitch], Lord Mon.
boddo [ Burnett], and Lord Covington [Lockhart],
resolutely maintained the lawfulness of a status,
which has been acknowledged in all ages and
countries, and that when freedom flourisked, as in
old Greece and Rome.

(1) [Afterwarde Viscount Meiville.]
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Lrrrar 508. TO'MRS. GASTREL. (1)
« Balt Court, Dec. 98, 1777,

“ DEan Mapax, — Nour long silence portended no
good ; yet I hope the dahger 1s not 0 near as our anxiety
sometimes makes us fear. Winter is indeed to all those
that any distemper has enfechled a very troublesome
time ; but care and caution may pass safely through it,
and from spring and summer some relief is always to be
hoped. When I came hither 1 fell to taking care of
myself, and by physic and opium had the constriction
that obstructed my bresth very suddenly removed. My
nights still continue very laborious and tedious, but they
do not grow worse.

*“ 1 do not ask you, dear madam, to take care of Mrs.
Aston ; I know how little you want any such exhort.
ations ; but I earnestly entreat her to take care of herself.
Many lives are prolonged by a diligent autention to
little things, and 1 am far from thinking it unlikely that
she may grow better by degrees. However, it is her
duty to try, and when we do our duty we have reason to
hope. I am, dear Madem, &c. Sam, Jomnsox.”

Lerrxn 303, TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
# Deo. 27. 1777,

“Tmar 8rt, — This is the time of the year in
which all capress their good wishes to their friends, and
I send mine to you and your family. May your hves
be long, bappy, snd good. 1 have been much out of
arder, bat, I hope, do not grow worse.

““The crime of the schoolmaster whom you are en-
gaged to prosecute is very great, and may be suspected
o be t00 common. In our law it would be & breach of

(1) Soe ani?, Vol. VL. p. 106. — C.
»3
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the peace and a misdemeanour : that is, a kind of in-
definite crime, not capital, but puaishable at the discre-
tion of the court. You cannot want matter: all tha:
needs to be said will easily occur.

“ Mr. Shaw, the author ofgthe Gaelic Grammar,
dlesives me to make a request for him to Lord Eglin-
toune, that he may be sppoifited chaplain to one of the
new-raised regiments,

 All our friends are ss they were; little has hap-

pened to them ofathergoodorbo.d Mrs. Thrale ran
a great black hair-dressing pin into her eye; but by
great evacuation she kept it from inflaming, and it is
almost well. Miss Reynolds has been out of order,
but is better. Mrs. Williams is in a very poor state of
health.

¢ If T should write on, I should, perhips, write only
complaints, and therefore I will content myself with
telling you, that I love to think on you, and to hear
from you ; and that 1 am, dear 8ir, yours faithfully,

““ Sam. Jounsor.”

Lerres 810, . FROM MR BOSWELL.
# Edinburgh, Jan. 8. 1778.

“ Dgan Sir, — Your congntulationu upon a new
. year are wmixed with complaint: mine must be so too.
My wife hos for some time been ill, having been con-
. fined to the house these three months by a severe cald,
ayended with alarming symptoms.” .
r ;{Hmlyvenpmm»eountoﬂhednmesswhmh
person, upon every account most dear to me, suf-
" feied ; _snd of the dismal state of apprehension in which
" Fibow was : ding,t:at)lnevenmdmommneedof.
conadling philosophy
ﬁj‘ yﬁevgr Jook - st a book written by Wilson, »
Seohhmm under the Letin name of Polusenus, acrord-
ingwthemtomofhtemg men utneertunpenod?



Hrar. 69, CORRENFPONDENCE. 80

It is entitled  De Animi Tranquillitate” (1) 1 ear-

nestly desire tranquillity. Bone res quies; but 1 fem

1 shall never attain #t: for, when unoccupied, I grow

gloomy, and occupation agitstes me to feverishness. I

am, dear Sir, &c. . James Boswesr.'
ol '

Lerres 311.  TO JAMBS BOSWELL, ESQ.
« Jan. 24. 1778,

“ DEAR Sir, — To a letter so interesting as your
last, it is proper to return some answer, however little
T may be disposed to write. Your alarm at your
lady’s illness was reasonable, and not disproportionate
to the appearance of the disorder. I hope. your physi-
cal friend’s conjecture is now verified, and all fear of a
consumption at an end: a little care and exercise will
then restore her. London is a good air for ladies ; and
if you bring her hither, I will do for her what lbe did
for me — I will retire from my apartments for her ac..
commodation. Behave kindly to her, and keep her
cheerful.

“You always seem to call for tenderness. Know then,
that in the first month of the present year I very highly
esteem and very cordially love you. I hope to tell you
this at the beginning of every year as long &8 we live ;
and why should we trouble ourselves to tell or hear it
aftener? Tell Veronica, Euphemia, and Alexander,
that I wish them, a# well as their parents, many happy

years . ,

* You have ended the negro’s cause much to my
mind. Lord Auchinleck and dear Lord Hailes were
on the side of liberty. Lord Hailes’s name reproaches
me; but if he saw my. languid neglect of my own
affhirs, he would rather pity than resent my neglect of

(1) anmwnm,mun died near Lyons in 1547.
Besides the «'De Animi Tranquillitate,” he wrote oog
ot two other of no note. —C. _

D%



" 40 LIFE OF JOHNSON. 17718

his. I hope to mend, wt et miki vicam et amicie. I
am, dear Sir, yowrs affectiouately, ¢ Sam. JonnsoN.

(3
« My service to my fellow-traveller, Joseph.”

Johnson maintuined & logg and intimate friend-
ship with Mr. Welch, who sucereded the celebrated
Henry Fielding as one of his majesty’s justices of
the peace for Westminster; kept a regular office
for the police of that great district ; and discharged
his important trust, for many years. faithfully and
sbly. Johnson, who had an eager and unceasing
curiosity to know humau life in all its variety, told
me, that he attended Mr. Welel in Lis office for a
‘whole winter, 1o bear the examinations of the eul-
prits; but that he found an almost uniform tenor
of misfortune, wretchedness, and proflizacy. Mr.
Welch's health being impaired, be was advised to
try the effect of a warm climate; and Johnson, by
his interest with Mr. Chamier, procured him leave
of absence to go to Italy, and a promise that the
pension or salary of two hundred pounds a year,
which government allowed him, should not be dis-
continued. Mr. Welch accordingly went abroad,
accompanied by his daughter Anne, 8 young lady
of uncommon talents and literature.

Larrsa 314 TQO SAUNDERS WELCII, ESQ.
AT THE ENGLISH COFFEE-HOUSF, ROME
, c ' “ Feb. 3. 1778.
% Dran Bin, — To have sulfered ove of my Best and
dogrest friends to pass almost two yeary in_to;dg':
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countrics without a letter, has a very shamefc] appenr-
snce of inatteniion. B\nﬁﬂw truth is, that there was no
partcular time, in which I had any thing particular to
say ; and general exprescions of good will, I hope, our
loag friendship s prown o solid to want.

«Of public aftairs yoll 'Larc information from the
sewspapers wherever you gw, for the English keep na
scret - and of other things Mrs. Nollekens informe
you "y inteligence could, therefore, be of mo wuse ;
and biis Nney's letters made it unnecessary to write
o you ¥ informuticn ; 1 was likewise for some time
gut of humer to find that motion and nearer ap-
proaches to the sun did not restore your health so fast
as I expented. Of your healih the accounts have
lately becn iner « plessi «¢ ; and 1 have the gratification
of imagiriug 10 mys.  a length of years which I hope
gou have guned, anld ¢ which the eujoyment will be
improved Ly a vast accession of images and observ-
ations whick your journeys and various residence have
enabled you to make and accumulate. You have sra.
velled with this felicity, almost peculiar to yoarself,
that ynur companien is not to part from you at your
journey’s end ; but you are to live n together, to help
each other's recollections, apd to supply each other’s
amissions. The world has few . eater pleasures than
that which two friends enjey, iu tracing back, at some
distant time, those transactions and events through
which they have passed together. One of the old man's
Tiseries is, that he cannot easily find & companion able
to partake with him of the past. You and your fellow-
traveller have this comfort in stere, that your conver~
sation will be not wasily exhausted ; one will always be
ﬁhwﬂuﬁegﬂmvm ways be willing to

“ That you. may enjoy this plessure long, your
m‘. must have your copstant sttention. 1 sappose
You propose toreturn this year. There is no need of
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haste: do not come hither before the height of sum-
mer, th ¢ you may fall gradually into the inconveni-
ences of your native clime. July seems to be the pro-
per month. August and September will prepare you
for the winter. After having travelled so far to find
health, you must take care nft’wloae,it at home ; and
I hope a little care will efftctually preserve it.

¢ Miss Nancy has doubtless kept a constant‘and co-
pious journal. She must not expeet to be welcome
when she returns without a great mass of information.
Let her review her journal often, and set down what
she finds herself to have omitted, that she may trust
to memory as little as possible, for memory is soon con-
fused by a quick succession of things; and she will
grow every day less confident of the truth of her own
narratives, unless she can recur to some written memo-
rials. If she has satisfled herself with hints, instead
of full representations, let her supply the deficiencies
now while her memory is yet fresh, and while her
father's memory may help her. If she.observes this
direction, she will not have travelled in vain ; for she
will bring home a book with which she mzy entertain
herself to the end of life. If it were not now too Iate,
I would advise her to notg the impression which the
Brst sight of any thing new and wonderful made upon
her mind. Let her now set her thoughts down as che
ean_ recollect them ; for, faint as they may already be,
they will grow .every day fainter.

¢ Perhape I do not flatter myself unreasonably when
I imagie that you may wish to know something of
me. I ean gratify your benevolence with no apcount
of health. The hand of time, or of disease, is very heavy.
upon me. ‘I pass restless and uneasy nights, hatassed’
with -convulsions of my breast, and flatulencies at my
stomach ; and resiess nights make heavy days. But

nothing will be megded by complaints, and therefore. 1

will ke an end. . When we meet, we will try 1o for
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get our cares and oug maladies, and contribute, as we
can, to the cheerfulnesseof each other. If I had gone
with you, I believe I should have been better ; but I do
not know that it was in my power. I am, dear Bir, your
maost humble servant, Sam, Jonxson,”™

This letter, while it gives admirable advice how
to travel to the best advantage, and will therefore
be of very general use, is another emincat proof of
Johnson’s warm and affectionate heart. (1)

Lzrrzz 318. TO MRS. LUCY PORTER.

@ Feb. 19, 1778.

“ Dear Mapau, — I have several little things to
mention which I have hitherto neglectod. You judged
rightly in thinking that the bust (¥) would not please.
It is econdemned by Mrs. Thrale, Mrs. Reynolds, and
Mrs, Garrick ; so that your dxsappmbnuon is mnot sin~
gular,

¢ These things have never eostame any thing, so
that I do not much know the price. My bust was made
for the Exhibition, and. shown for honour of the artist,
whoislmofrepuunoncbovemyoftheothcr
sculptors. To be modelled in clay costs, I belmve,
twenty gumw, but the casts, when the model is

(I)Thefriend bmmMrWdehmdewsun—
roken. Mr. Welch died not many months. before him, and
uthalhxm!n Iounu& vrhich Jotmuu neeiml

m‘ﬁ memorial,
fnrmthma v, Wehh’-daupm ofwhomeismnded
to Mr. Nallekens, themhurywhaenemuwownnm
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mads, are of no great price ; whgther a guinea, or two
guineas, I cannot tell. '

“ When you complained for want of oysters, 1 or-
dered yon 8 barrel weelly for a month ; you sent me
word sooner that you bad enppeh, but I did not coun-
termand the rest. If you could not eat them, could
you not give them awaf? When you want any
thing send me word. I am very poorly, and have very
restless and oppressive nights, but always hope for
Better, Pray for me. I am, &e. Bap, Jounson.”

Lerrsr 814 FROM MR. BOSWELL.
« Edinburgh, Feb. 26. 1778.

“ My prar Srr,— Why I have delayed, for near
a month, to thank you for your last affectionate letter, I
cannot say ; for my mind has been in better health thews
three weeks than for some years past. 1 believe I have
evaded till I could send you a copy of Lord Hailes's
opinion on the negro's causc, which he wishes you to
read, and correct gny errors that there may be in the
language ; for, says he, ¢ we livewn & critical, though
not a learned age ; and I teek to screen myself under
the shield of Ajax.” I communicated to him your
apolagy for keeping the sheets of his ‘ Annels so Jong.
He gays, 1 am sorry to see that Dr, Johnson is in a
state of langnor. Why should a sobgr Christian,
neither an enthusiast nor a fanatic, be very merry or very
ead?” T envy his lordship’s comfortable constitution ;
but well do I know that lamguor and*dejection will
sffict the best, however excellent their principles, 1
am, in possession of Lord Hailes's opinion in his own
hond-writing, and have had it for some time. My ex-
case then for precrastinstion must be, that I wanted t»
hmitm«l;mdlhvem put that off s
that it be better to bring it with me than send
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as | shall probably get you to look at it soouier when I
solicit you in person, *

« My wife, who is, I’ thank God, a good deal better,
is much obliged to you for your very polite and courte-
ous offer of your apartment: but if she’goes to London,
it will be best for her to hikve lodgings in the more siry
vicinity of Hyde-park. I,Nhowever, doubt much if 1
shall be able to prevail with her to accompany me to
the metropolis ; for she is so different you and
me, that she dislikes travelling ; and she is so anxious
shout her children, that she thinks she should be un-
happy if at a distance from them. She therefore wishes
rather to go to some country place in Scotland, where
she can have them with her. '

¢ I purpose being in London about the 20th of next
month, as I think it creditable to appear in the house
of lords as one of Douglas’s counsel, in the great and
last competition between Duke Hamilton and him,

“J am sorry poor Mrs. Williams is so ill: though
her temper is unpleasant, she has always been polite
and obliging to me. 1 wish many happy years to good
Mr. Levett, who, I suppose, holds his ususl place at
your breskfast-table. (') I ever am, dear Sir, your

:&qﬂm&e servant, “ "
. AMES BoswELL.

(1) Dr. Percy, the Bishop of Dromore, humorously observed,
thm}acvmumdwbnnkfmontheemstohmn,w{ﬁchhhn-
son, after tearing out the crum for hitself, threw to his humble
friend. — B, — Parhaps the word threw is here too strong. D
Johnson never treated Levett with contempt ; it is clear indeed, °
from varjous circumstances, that e had great kindness for him.-
1'have often weets Jobnson at breakfast, accompanied, or rather
attended, by Levets, who bud always tlc.mmqammtofdu
tea-Kettle. — M. — Sir J, Hpwkins states, that + Dr, Jobnion
frequently observed that Levett wag indebted to him for nothi
wore than house-room, his shave in & penny loaf at

and now and then a dinner on & Sundsy.” —C.
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Lrrea 315,  FROM MR. BOSWELL.
« Edinburgh, Feb. 28. 1773.

“ My peanr 81r,— You are at present busy amongst
the English poets, preparingg ¢for the public justruction
and entertainment, prefag.s biographical and ecritical.
1t will not, therefore, be out of season to appeal to you
for the desision of a controversy which has arisen be-
tween 2 lady and me concerning a passage in Parnell.
That poet wlls us, that his hermit quitted his cell

¢ e 0 know the world by sight,
To find if books or swains report it right ;
( Far yet by swains alone the world he koew,
Whose feet came wand'ring o'er the nightly dew).’

1 maintain, that there is an inconsisteney here ; for as
the hermit’s notions of the world were formed from the
reports both of books and swains, he could not justly he
said to know by swains alone. Be pleased to judge be-
tween us, and let us have your reasons. (')

“What do you say to “ Taxation no T'yranny,” now,
after Lord North’s declaration, or coufession, or what-
ever else his conciliatory speech should be called? I
never differed from you iif politics but upon two points
~-the Middlesex election, and the taxation of the
Americans by the British houses of representatives,
There is a charm in the word parliament, so 1 avoid it.
As I am a steady and & warm tory, I regret that the king
does not see it to be better for him to receive conatitu~
tional supplies from his American subjects by the voice
of theéir own assemblies, where his royal person is repre~
sexited, than through the medium of bis British subjects,
1 am persuaded that the powdr of the crown, which 1
wish to increase, would be greater when in conteet with

R “g)mn:ﬂm cuu:u-ed in a mqmtpuga. under
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all its dowinions, than if ¢ the rays of regal bounty’(*)
were ©to shine’ upo? America through that dense and
woubled body, a modérn British parliament. But,
enough of this subject ; for your angry voice at Ash.
bourne upon it still sounds awful ¢ in my mind’s eurs.’
w1 ever am, &c. LL) James BosweLr.”
A
Lerees 816, TO MRS. MONTAGU.

“ March 5. 1778,

¢ Mapam,— And so you are alarmed, naughty lady?
Yon might know that I was ill enough when Mr. Thrale
brought you my excuse. Could you think that I missed
the honour of being at (your) table for any slight rea.
son? But you (bave) téo many to miss any one of us,
and I am (proud) to be remembered at last. I am
much better. A little cough (still) remains which will
not confine me. To houses (like yours) of great deli-
cacy I am not willing to bring it.

“ Now, dear Madam, we must talk of business. Poor
Davies, the bankrapt bookseller, is soliciting his friends
1o collect & small sum for the repurchase of part of his
houschold stuff. Beveral of them gave him five guineas,
1t would be an honour to him to owe part of his relief
to Mrs. Montagu.

¥ Let me thank you, Madam once more for your
inquiry ; you have, perhaps, among your numerous train
not one that values a kind word or a kind look more
than, Madam, yours, &c. Sam. Jomnson.”

L]

Lrrrss 817, TO MRS, MONTAGU.
“ Maych 6. 1778,

. Muun, — I hope Davies (2), who does not want
wit, does not want gratitude, and then he will be almost as

(1) Al 0 a line in his * Vanity of Human Wishes,"
deseribing Cardinal Wolscy in a state of clevation : —

- *Through hiw the rays of rogal bounty shine.”
' (8) Tom Davics, the bankrupt bookseller, in whose behalf he
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thankful for the bill as I amfor the letter that en-
closed it.

“ 1f I do not lose, what I l\opealmystokeep,my
reverence for transcendent mesit, 1 shall continue to be
with unalmble fidelity, Madnm your &c.

. ; f* 4 Sam. Jomnson.”

Lrerezz 318.  FROM MR. BOSWELL.
 Edinburgh, March 12. 1778.

“ My pear Sir, — The slarm of your late illness
distressed me but a few hours ; for on the evening of
the day that it reached me, 1 found it contradicted in
¢ The London Chronicle,” which I could depend upon
as suthentic concerning you, Mr. Strahan being the
printer of it. I did not see the paper in which ¢ the

approaching extinction of a bright luminary’ was an-
nounced. ‘8ir William Forbes told wme of it; .and he
says he saw me s0 uneasy, that he d\dnotgwemethe
report in such strong terms as he read it. He after-
wards sent me s letter from Mr. Langton to him, which
relieved me much. I am, however, not quite easy, as
I have not heard from you ; and now I shall not-have
that comfort befare I see you, for I set out for London
to.morrow before the post comes in. 1 hope to be with
you on Wednesday morning : and I ever am, with the
highest veneration, my dear Sir, your most obliged,
faishful, and affectionate humble servant, .
. w Sunn Bosweir.”

uﬁémmnemu to the charity of Mre, Montage.
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Inmates of Bolt Court.— Tom Darres.—Counsel at the
Bar of the Honse of Commony. — Thomoes o Kempis.
—-Uses of a Ihary.— 8ts¥ct Adherence to Truth,—
Ghoste, — John Wenley, — Alrtinades 8 Dng, ~ Emi-
gratwn. — Parhamentary Floquence, — Place Hunt-
ers. — Irish Languoge. — Thuknesse's < Travels”
~— Honesty. — Tomptation, = Dr. Kennedy s Trg-
gedy. — Shootung ¢ Hwghaayman. — Mr. Dunning.
v Contentment. — Larity of Nerratwon.—— Mre.
Montagu,— Harrwe of Solishury.— Definttion, —
Wine-drinking. — Pleadure, - Goidamth, — Chariey
the Fifth. — Best Engheh Sermons. — © Sceing
Scotlund.” — Absentet som. — Dilany's © Qinerrations
on Swift.”

On Walnesday, March 18., I arrived in London,
and was informed by good Mr. Francis, that his
master was better, and was gone to Mr. Thrale’s at
Streatham, to which place I wrote to him, begging
to know whén he would be in town. He wus not
expected for some fime; but mext day, having
oslled on Dr. Taylor, in Dean’s-yard, Westminster
I found him there, and was told he had cvme to
town for & few hours. He met me with his usugl
kindnesp, but instantly roturned to the wnting of
something on which he was employed when I cane
in, and on whish be seemed much intent. Finding
VoL, ¥k b |
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him thus engaged, 1 made my visit very short, and
had 10 more of kis conversaticn, axcept his express
ing a serious regret that a friend of ours [Mr
Langton] was liviug at too much expensc, con-
sidering how poor an appeuance he made; « I
said he, “a man has splcadour from his expense, it
he spends his money in pride or in pleasure, he hae
value ; but if he lets others spend it for him, whick
iy most commonly the case, he has no advantage
{rom it.”

On Friday, March 20., I found him at his own
house, sitting with Mrs. Williams, snd was in-
formed that the rvom forme:ly allotted to me was
now appropristed to a charitable purpose: Mrs
Desmoulins (1), and, 1 think, her daughter, and =
Miss Carmichuel, bejug 48 lodged in it.  Such was
his humasity, and such his generosity, that Mm.
Desmoulins herself told me he allowed her half a
guinea a week. Let it be remembered, that thws
was above a twelfth part of his pension. (7)

Ihs \liberajity, indeed,’ was at all peripds of bis

1) Daughter of Dr. Swinfen, Johnson's godfuther, snd wydow
ofgr. Dwu:;hm. s mt:.ng-mw '
2) The dissensions thift hhe many odd inhaltants of b
h&leho;méwewy «imuudmolf m»:
s £ was
e wan s v 1o b ot o 1ot e vt Soa b,

wmm aid he used todsment pathelically to me, and to
, Bustres, Ytalan mgster, who was much jus favountr,
thwt his life muerdble from the Smporabality be found
of themrs ys when every favour he bestowed on one
was wormwood oom rost, 1 Mmgclt,v’ﬁnwm&m biame
their ingretstude, and conderih vond! would mutsint)

set.about Wmn‘i'wlmtbuﬂlw; mdlliﬁn!
comtonly mﬁu knew not how to make allow

anoee o situations experienced. — Prons,
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Iife very romark.ab]p. Mr. Howard, of Lichfield,
ot whose father's hoase Johnson had in his early
years been kindly received, told me, that when he
wad a boy at the Charterhouse, his father wrote to
bun to go and pay a Vit to Mr. Samuel Johnson,
vhich he accordingly d¥, and found him in an
uppe] of poor appearance. Johnson received
him with much courtcousness, and talked a great
deal to him, as to a schoolboy, of the course of lns
education, and other particulars. When he after-
wards came to know and under-tand the high chu-
racter of this great man, he recollected' his conde -
~cension with wonder. He added, that when he
was going away, Mr. Johnson presented him with
half a guinea; and this, said Mr. Howard, was at
time wheu he probably had not another.

‘e retived from Mrs. Williams to another room.
Tom Davies soon after joined us.  He had now un-
fortunately failed in his circumstances, and was
wuch indebted to Dr. Johnson’s kindness for obe
tanfig for him many alleviations of his distrese.
After he went away, Johnson blamed his folly at
quitting the stage, by which he and his wife got
five hupdred pounds a year. I said, I believed it
was owing t& Churchill’s attack upon him,  He
months a sentonce as ours mouth a bone.” Jomx-
soN. T belirve so too, Sir. But what a man is
he who is to be driven from the stage by a line ?
Apother line would bave driven him from his
shopI™

1 told bim that X was engaged as counsel at the
bar of the &™e of commons to oppose a yoad-Inl}
E2
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in the county of Stirling, and asked him what mode
he would advise me to follow in addreusing such
an audicnce. JouNsoN. “ Why, S, you must
provide yourself with a guod deal of extraneous
matter, which you are to 4fhodnce occasionally, s
as to fill up the time; Kt you must eonsider, that
they do not listen much. If you begin w the
strength of your cause, it may be loet before they
begin to listen. When you catch a moment of
attention, press the merits of the question upon
them.” Ie smd, as to ons point of the wents, that
be thought it would be a wrong thing to deprive
the small landholders of the privilege of assessing
themsclves for making and reparing the high roads
ot was destroying a ceriain portion of hberty wathow!
a good treuson, which was ahways a bud thing.”
‘When 1 mentioned this observation next day to
Mr. Wilkes, he pleasantly sad, * What! does ke
talk of liberty? Liberty is as tidiculous in 45
mouth as rchgion in mene” Mr. Wilkes's advice
as to the hest mode of speaking at the bar of the
house of commons was nut more respectful towards
the senate than that of Dr. Johnson, ¢ Be as im-
pudent as you can, Bs merry as you cen, and say
whatever comes uppermost, Jack Pee(’) is the
best heard there of any counsel; and be is the
most impudent dog, and always shusing us.”

o trsionn ~CTra wan o s of stoont pa et

conrie sranpers, &ud wito hever hesltated to in the coatvost
Wmhwnm"-— Vwmwl.ﬁ. p. 237,

the vicluace of
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In my interviewwwith Dr. Johason this evening, I
was quite eaxy, quite as his companion; upon
which 1 find in my journal the following reflection :
% So ready v my mind to suggest matter for dis-
satinfaction, that I felt’Asort of regret that I was so
easy. I missed that awlul reverence with which I
used to contemplate Mr. Samukr Jonwsow, in the
eomplex magnitude of his literary, moral, and reli-
i‘:ouo charaeter. 1 have a wonderful supersiitions

ve of mystery; when, perhaps, the truth is, that
it is owing to the cloudy darkness of my own mind.
I should be giad that I am more advancid in my
progress of being, so that I can view Dr. Jobnson
with a steadier and clearer eye. My discatisfaction
to-night was foolish. Would it not be foolish to
regret that we shall have less mystery in a future
state ? That ¢ we now sce in a glass darkly,’ but
shall ¢ then see face to face?'” This reflection,
which I thus freely communieate, will be valued by
the thinking part of my rcaders, who may have
themselves experienced a similar state of mind.

lie returned mext day to Streatham, to Mr.
Thrale’s ; where, as Mr. Strahan once complained
o me, ¢ he was in a great measure gbsorbed from
the saciety ‘of his old friends.” I was kept in
Londen by business, and wrote to him on the 97th,
that “ a soparation from him for a weok, when we
were s0 neay; was équal to a separation for a year,
when we were at four hundred miles distance.” 1
went to Streathim on Monday, March 30. Before
he appeared, M, Thrale made a very characteris-
tieal rehiark : 1 do not know for sertain what will

3



S4& LIFE OF JOHNSON. v 1778,

please Dr, Johnson: but I knov for eertain that it
will displesse him to praise an} thing, even what he
likes extravagantly.”

At diuner he Yanghed at querulons declamations
against the age, on account™¥ luxury, ~—increase of
London, —ecarcity of pmﬁm-—wd other sych
topics. “Houses,” said he, “ will be built till rents
fall ; and carn is more plentiful now than ever it was.”

I had before dinner repeated a ridiculous story
told me by an old mau, who had been & passenger
with me in the stage-coach to-day. Mms, Thrale,
having taken occaslon to allude to it in talking to
wme, called it, « The story told you by the old wo-
man.” “ Now, Medam,” said I, ¢ give me leave
to catch you in the fact : it was not an old woman,
but an old mas, whom I mentioned as having told
me this.” I presumed to take an opportunity, in
the presence of Johnson, of showing this lively lady
how ready she was, unintentionally, to deviate from
oxact anthenticity of narration.

Thomas & Kempis (he observed) must be a good
book, as the world has opened its arms to receive
it. It is said to have been printed, in ene language
or other, 85 many times as there have been months
since it first came out. () X slways wes strock with
¢his sentence in it: « Be not angry that you cannot

make others as yoy wish them. to be, since you
oannot make youpself as you wish to be.(?)

(1) The wasin 1498 Between that and
e e T IR

(%) o eigin] o i 5 nom potes t# el fuoe,
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He seid, « I wasangry with Hurd about Cowley
for having published % eeleetion of s works: but,
upon better comsideration, I think there is no im-
propriety in a man's publishing as much as he
chooscs of any aathod) \f he does not put the rest
unt of the way. A , for inatance, mey print
the Odes of lorace alone.” He seemed tg be in a
more indulgent humour than when this subject was
discussed between him and Mr. Murphy. (1)

When we were at tea and coffeg there came in
Lord Trimlestown, in whose fawily was an ancient
Irish peerage, but it suffered by taking the geng.
rous side in the troubles of the last century. (4) He
was u man of pleasing conversation, and was ac-
compamed by a young gentleman, his son.

I mentioued that I had in my possession the Life
of Sir Robert Sibbald, the celvbrated Seottish an-
tiquary, sud founder of the royal college of phy-
siciang at Edinburgh, in the original manuscript in
his own handwriting; and that it was, I believed,
toe most natuzal and eandid account of himself that
ever was given by any man, As an instance, he
tells that the Deke of Perth, then chancellor of
Scotland, pressed him very much to come over to
the Roman Catholle faith: that ko resisted all his

i

ghalem vis, quomody poteris tuum habere beneplaci-
v ?” D *mzﬁ."&.:‘sﬁ.*:.namm.
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's arguments for a consideyable time, til one
day he felt himself, as it were,instantaneously eon-
vinced, and with tears in his eyes ran into the duke’s
arms, and embraced the anment religion; that he
continned very steady in itpfor some tie, and ac~
companied his grace to Lofdon one winter, and lived
in his hqpsehold ; that there he found the rigid fast-
ing prescribed by the chureh very severe upen him;
that this disposed him to re-counsidor the controversy ;
aod having then seen that he was in the wrong, he
roturned to Protestantism. I talked of some time
or other publishing this curious lifa. #ns. THRALE.
« J think you had as well let alone that publication.
To discover such weakness expeses a man when he
ix gone.” Jonnsow. “ Nay, it is an honest pioe
ture of human nature. How often are the primary
motives of our greatest actious as small as Sibbald's
fur his re-conversion!” Mgs. Tunare. « But
may they not as well be forgotten¥” Jouxsox.
% No, Madam; a man loves to review lLis own
mind. That is the use of a disry or journal”
Lorp TrimrpgTows. * True, Sir. As the la-
dies love to see themselves in a glass, so a man likes
to see himself in his journal” BosawsLi. A
very prejty allusion.” JomnsoN. # Ybs, indecd.”
Boswerls “ And as & lady adjusts her dress
before a mirror, a man adjusts his character by

&t his journal” I next year fqund the very
same thought in Atterbury’s * Funeral Sermun on
Lagy Cuths ;" where, having mentioned her Diary,
he saps, “In this glass she every day dressed her
mind" This is 8 yroof of coincidencs, and not
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of plagiarism; for,I had never read that sermon
before, ¢

Next morning, while we were at bregkfast, John-
son gave a very earnest recommendation of what he
inmself practiced with tlp utmost conscientionsness :
1 moan a strict attentioh to truth(!) even in the
most minute particulars.  Accnstom your chile
dren,” snid be, * constantly to this : if a thing hap-
pened at oue window, and they, when relating it,
«ay that it happened at another, do not let it pass,
but instantly check them: you do nat know where
dovigtion from truth will end” Boswerr. ¢ [t
may come to the door: and when once un account
is at all vuned in one circumstance, it may by de-
grees be varied so as to be totally different from
what veally bappened.” QOur lively hostess, whose
fancy was imnatient of the rein, fidgeted at this,
and ventured to say, ¢ Nay. this is too much® If
Dr, Johnsron ghould forbid me to drink tea, I would
comply, as I should feel the restraint only twice &
day : but little variations in narrative must happen
4 thousand times a day, if one is not perpetually
watching,” Jouxsow. ¢ Well, Madam, and you
ought ta be perpetually watching. It is more from
carelessiess’about truth, than from intentional lying,
that there is so much falsehond in the wurkd.”

In his review of Dr. Warton's « Eesay on the
Writings and Genius of Pope,” Johnson has
given the following salutary cantion wpon this sub-
Ject: ¥ Nothing but experience could evince the

{8) Ban ant), Vol. VL p 82, = C.
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frequeney of false information, v enable any man
%o conqeive that so many grovudiess reports should
be propugated as every man of eminenoe may hear
of bimself. Some men relate what they think as
what they know ; some muﬁ of confused memories
and habitual iuageuracy afcribe to one man what
belings to another; and some talk on without
thought oreare. A few men are sufficient to brosch
falsehoods, which are afterwards immocently diffused
by suecessive .relaters.” () Had he lived to rend
what 8ir Johu Hawkins and Mrs. Pivzzi have re-
lated concerning himself, how much would he have
found his observation illustrated! He was, indeed,
so much impressed with the prevalence of falsehood,
voluntary or unintentional, that I never knew any
person 'who, upon hearing an extraordinary circum-
stance told, discovered more of the incredulus odr
He'would say, with a significant look and decisive
tone, It is not so. Do not tell this again.”(*)
He inculcated wpon all his friends the importanee
of perpetual vigilance against the slightest degrees of
falsehood ; the effect of which, as Sir Joshus Rey-
nolds observed to me, has heen, that all whe were of
bis school are distinguished for a love of truth and
acturacy, which they would not have possessed in
the same degree if they had not been acquainted
with Johuson.

Mymul‘rﬁ,p-ﬂ.
(i) he Bl mfll!llibh M%ﬂlﬂﬁi
m L W kbmepidmd“dﬂoum"
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Talking of ghosts, he said, “ It is wonderfol that
five thousand years have now elapsed since the crea-
tion of the world, and still it is undecided whether
or not there has ever been an instance of the spirit
of any perdon appearifipafter death. All argument
is against it; but all belicf is for it.”

He said, « John Wesley's conversation is good,
but he is never at leisure, He is always obliged to
g0 at a certain hour. This is very disagreeable to
a man who loves to fold his legs and have ont his
talk, as I do.”

On Friday, April 8, I dined with him in London,
ina company (*) where were present several emunents
men, whom I shall not name, but distinguish their
parts in the conversation by different letters.

F. « I have been looking at this famous antigue
marble dog of Mr. Jennings(2), valued at a thousand
guincas, said to be Alcibiades’s dog.” Jounsowm.
“ His tail then must be docked, That was the

{ I)B‘Tu: Crus. < This seems to be the only nstance 10 which
Mr. Boswell has ventured to give in any detail the conversation
rehined the ham vat s dagwal the parties wnder what

X 4 er w
prio these 1 however, ~~cven with the
natoes ‘before us, -~-it 18 not to ate.

wwh of the Club, as Mr. m?;?f.!’:'.’m
ne, thit the company on that nmingpcton-smdof 1. Johnson,
. George Ford Mr.

Butke; F.,in to his famly name of F Mok, pro-
bably means Lord but the appropt.
ey mdm:h...z.’
) ] was st this date an of cu in
L Bea A
" lg‘ 4, 1778, p.nz:?bunuh
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mark of Aleibiades's dog” K, « A thousand gui-
pens! The representation of mo animal whatever is
worth so much. At this rate, a dead Jog would,
indeed, be better than a living lion.” Jousson.
™ 8ir, it is not the worth af* the thiug, but of the
skill in forming it, whitlf is so highly estimated,
Every thing that cnlarges the sphere of human
powers, that shows man he can do what he thought
he could not do, is valuable. The first man who
balanced & straw upon his nose; Jolwson ('), who
rode upon three horses at a time; in short, all such
men descrve the applapse of mankind, not on ac-
«xount of the use of what they did, but of the dea-
terity whish they exhibited.” Doswenn. “Yita
misapplieation of time and assiduity is not to be
encouraged. Addison, in one of his ¢ Spectators,’
commends the judgment of a king, who, as a suit-
able reward to a man that by long perseverance had
attained to the art of throwing a barley-eorn through
the eye of a needle, gave him a bushel of barley.”
Jotinson. “ Ile must have been a king of Scotland,
where barley is scarce.” K. * Oue of the most re.
markable antique figures of an anial is the boar ut
Florence.” Jouwsown. * The first boar that is well
made in.marble should be preserved %s a wonder.
When men arrive at s facility of making boars well,
then the workmanship is not of such value; but
they shoyld, however, be preserved as examples,
and ap o greater security {or the restoration of the
art, should jt be loit.”

(1) Boeamdd, Vol . p. 178 - (s
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E. “We hear prodigious complaints at presext
of emigration, I am convineed that emigration
makes a couniry more populows” J. % That
sounds very much hke a paradox " E. “Exporta-
faon of men, like expor ation of all other commndi-
ties, makes more be procuced.” Jommson. « But
there would be more people were there not emigra-
tion, providud there were food for morg." E. ¢ No;
leave a tew breeders, and you’ll have more people
than if there were no emgration.” Joussow.
s Nay, Sir, 1t i« plain there will be more people, of
thcre are more breeders. Thirty cows in good
pasture will produce more calves than ten cows,
provided they have good, hulls.” E. * There are
bulls (*) enough . Irdand.” Jounson (swiling).
“50, S, 1 should thnk from your argument.”
Boswitn, *You said exportation of men, like ex-
portation of other comumodities, makes more be pro-
duced. But a bountyis given to encourage the
evportation of corn, and no bounty is given for
e exportation of men ; though, indced, those who
g0, gain by it.” R. «But the bounty on the ex-
poristion of corn is paid at home.” E. * That’s
the same thing.” Jouwnsow. ¢ No, 8ir” R. “A
man who sfays at home gains nothing by his neigh-
bour's emigrating,” RBoswxrr. *I can ynderstand
that emigrativn may be the cause that more people
way be produced in w country; but the country
will not ihetefore ba the more populous 3 for the

1 1 +

( ) A ﬂﬂa.:dagrdmdlmﬂm By, thust be & very

pitine urke, u'n.o doubt,
ma a supere
aior e u ml:?- with nduﬂa meamng) to pe
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people issue from it. It can only be said that there
i8 & flow of people. It is an eimouragement to have
children, to know that they can get a living by
emigration.” R. “ Yes, if there werv an emigration
of children under six years nf age. But they don't
emigrate till they could tarn their livehihond in
some way at home.” C. *It is remarkable that the
most unhealthy countries, where there are the most
destructive diseases, such as Egypt and Bougal, are
the most populous.” JouxsoN. “ (‘ountnes which
are the most populous have the most destructive
diseases. That is the true state of the proposition.”
C. “Holland is very unhealthy, yet it is excecd-
ingly populous.” Jonnsos. “I know not that
Holland is unhealthy. But its populousness is owing
to an influx of people from all other countries.
Disease cannot be the cause of populousness; for
it nut only carries off a great proportion of the
people; but those who are left ave weakened, and
unfit for the parpose~ of increase.”

R. “Mr, E, I don't mean to flatter, but when
posterity reads one of your speeches in parliament,
it will be difficult to believe that you took so much
pains, knowing with certainty that 1t could produce
no eficet,, that not ene vote would be gdined by it.”
E. «Waving your compliment to me, I shall say,
in general, that it is very well worth while for a man
to take pains to speak well in parliament. A man,
who has vanity, speaks to display his talents ; and
if & man spesks well, be gradually establishes a cer-
tain reputation and consequence in the general opi-
nion, which sooner or later will have its political
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renard, Besides, though not one vote is gained, a
good speech has fto,effect. Though an act which
has been ably opposed passes into a law, yet in its
progress 1t is modelled, it is softened in such a man-
ner, that we see plamnly the mimster has been told,
that the m« mbers attacih d to bim arc so sensible of
s wjastice or absurdity from what they have heard,
that 1t must be altered. Jomzson. «And, Sir,
there is a gratfication of pride. Though we can-
uot out-vote them, we will out-argue them. They
shull not do wrong, without its bemng shown both
to thomschves and to the world.,” E. ¢ The house of
commons & a muved body. (I except the minority,
whuh [ hold to be pure (sumuhing), but I take the
whole housc.) It is a mans by no means pure; but
neither s 1t wholly corrupt, though there is a large
proportion of corruption in it. There are many
members who geuerally go with the minister, who
will not go all lengths. These are many honest
well-meaning eountry gentlemen who are in par-
liunent only to keep up the consequence of their
families. Upon most of these a good speech will
have influcnce.” Jonwsow. “We are all more
or less governed by interest. But interest will
not make us do every thing. In a case which
admits of doubt, we try to think on the side which
is for our interest, and gencrally bring ourselves to
act accordingly, But the subject must admit of
diversity of coleuring ; it must reccive a colour on
that side, In the house of commons there are
members enough who will not vote what is grossly
unjust or absurd. No, $ir; there must always be
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right enough, or appearance of right, to keep wrong
in countenance.” Doswrrr.. « Thews is surly al-
ways 8 majority mn parlioment who have places, or
who want to have them, and who therefore will be
geneml!y ready to su, port j;nwx nwent, without re-
quiriug any pretext.” E. “®Truc, Sir; thot majurty
will always follow

+ Quo clawior souat et turba fascatium,

BoswrLL. © Well now, let us tahe the common
phrase, Place-hunters. I thought they had hunted
without regard to any thing, just as thor huutsznnn,
the mlmster, leads, looking only to the prey.’(t) .
“But taking your metaphor, you hnow that m
hunting there are few so de<peratcly heen as to tul-
low without rescrve. Some do not choose to loap
ditches and hedges and risk their neeks, or gallop
over steeps, or even to dirty themscdves 1 boge
and mire.” Boswrrrn. T am glad there are sonn
good, quiet, moderate political hupte1s.” E, «1 be-
lieve in auy body of men in England I should bave
been in the minority . 1 have wlware been *n the
minority.” . “The houw of commons resewbles
a priva.te company, How seldom 1 any man ¢on-
vinced by another’s argument ; pas<ion and pride rise
agginst it.” R. * What would be the conmquwnw.
if a minister, sure of a majority in the bouse of

(1) Lord Bolingbroke, who, however dotestable as a roetos
rhe n, must be allowed to have had mdnnrable talents ks »
| wnter, thus d-,-scnbt.-u tlw heuse of commons m his

* Letter to Sir William yndham ;' —« You know the nature
of that mnblye m m:e hounds, fond of the tan who
g; hose halloo they are used to be en-
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eawunons, should resolve that there should be no
speakmg at all upby his side?” E. “He must
soon go out. That hss becn tried; but it was
!amnu 1t would not do.” w———
. « The Irish language is not primitive ; it is
ertonte, a mixture ol the northern tongues; it
s unan s Enghsh in it.” Jornson. It may bave
t o eutally Teutome, but Eoglish and High
. ' bk have no smmlarity to the eye, though radi-
waify the same. Once, when looking inte Low
Dutch, 1 found, in & whole page, only one word
«mmuar to Inglish; stroem, like stream, and it sig
mbed fde” (V) E. “I remember having seen a
Duteh sonnet, in which I found this word, roemo-
pees.  Nobody would at first think that this could
be English + but, when we mquire, we find roes,
mse, aud aopte, knob, so we have rosebuds.”
JounsoN. I have been reading Thicknesse's
T'r1s ls, which 1 think are entertaining.” BosweLL.
*What Y%ir, a good hook?” Jonnsos. ¢ Yes,
S toread once. I de nut say you are to make
a study of it, and digast it: and I believe it to be
a truc book in hirnt. ntion. All travellers generally
mean to tell truth; though Thicknesse ohserves,
upon Smollett’s aceount of his alarming a whole
town in Prance by firing & blanderbuss, and fright-
ening & French nobleman till he made him tie on his
portmantean, thit he would be loath to say Emolleit

(l) . Jo m-»hnbmnmhﬁlm
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bad told two lies in one page; but he had found the
only tpym in France where thesy things could have
happeped.  Travellers musf ofien be mistaken,
Xn every thing, except where rcnsurstion ¢an be
applied, they may honestly differ. There has been, of
late, a strange turn in travyifers to be displeased.”
E. ¢ From the experience which I have had, —
and I have had a great deal, — I have learnt to think
better of mankind.” Jounson. ¢ From my expe-
rienoe I haye found them worse in commercial deaf®
ings, more disposed to cheat than I had any notion
of ;, but more disposed to do one another guod than
I bad goneeived” J. ¢ Leas just and mare bepe-
ficent.”, Jorrxson. ¢ And, really, itis wonderful, —
considering how much attention is necessqry for men
to take ecare of themselves, and ward off immediate
evils which press upon them, — it is wonderful how
much they do for others. As it is said of the great-
est liar, that be tells more truth than falsehood ; so
it may be said of the worst ruen, that he does more
good than evil.” BoswerL. ¢ Perhaps from ex-
perience men may be found Aappier than we sup-
pose.” JomxsoN. ¢ No, Sir; the more we inquire
we shall find men the less happy.” P, « As to
thinking better or worse of mankind from exparience,
some cunning people will not be satisfiéd unless they
have put men to the test, as they think. There is
a veéry good story told of 8ir Godfrey Kneller, in his
character of a justice of the peace. A gentleman
t his servant before him, wpon an acousation
dving stolen eome money from him but it
ving come out that he had laic ‘t purposely tu the
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servant’s way, in order 10 téy his honesty, Sir-Gotl
frey sent the master to prison.” (1) Jommsow.
* To resist temptation tsice Is not & safficient proof
of bonesty. If s servant, indeed, were to resist the
continned temptation ¢f sftver lying in a window, as
some people let it He, when he is sure his master
does not kaow how much there is of it, he would
giwe & strong proof of honesty. But this is a proof
to which you have no right to put a man. You
knaw, humanly spenking, there is a certain degree
of temptation which will overcome any virtue. Now,
in ¢o far as you approach temptation to & man, you
do him an injury; and, 1f he is overcome, you share
his guilt” P. « And, wlicn once overcome, it 1
casier for him to be got the better of again.” Bos-
wELL. “ Yes, you are his seducer; you have de-
bauehed him, I have known a man resolved to put
friendship to the test, by asking a friend to lend lum
noney, merely with that view, when he did not want
it" Jomwsox. ¢ That is very wrong, Sir. Your
friund may be s narrow man, and yet have many
good gualities: naxrvowners may be bis only fault.
Now you are trying his general character as a friend
bymyuﬁmhrliqu,i‘nwhichhe happens ty be

{1) Pope sk intvoduces this story: ~

“ £ duch cas 1f you should prosecute,
i S
mihv;?'uhmc.-n

Wi inkhis “ Aueciotes of “ relates the
of Sy “ drgmissng o wildier stojent &
E»g;.“‘c",‘.“,"‘ el o having. wmgted. wim
r2
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defective, when, in truth, bis character is composed
of many * .

E. » I'undersgand the hagahead of clatet, which
this society was favoured with by our friend the
dean (1), is nearly out; I think he should be writ-
ten to to send another of Abe sume Lind, Let the
request be made with a kappy ambiguity of expres-
sion, so that we may have the chance of his sending
itulso as » presept.” Jomwsoi. “ ] wm willing to
offer my services as secretary on this eceasion.”
P. « As many as are for Dr. Johnson being secre-
tary hold up your hands. — Carried unapimously.”
Boswssi. “ He will be our dictator.,” Jouwsoxn.
“ No, the company is to dictate to me. I am only
to write for wing ; and 1 am quite disioterested, as
I drink none; I shall not be suspected of having
forged the application. I am no more thap humble
soribe” E. “Then you shall prescribe.” Boswasl.
« Very well. The first play of words to-day.” J.
% No, no; the bulls in Ircland.” Jonnsoy. “ Were
I your dictator, you should have po wine. 1t would
be my business cavere ne guid detrimenti Reppublion

aud wine is dangerous. Rome wes ruined
by luxury.” (Swiliog). E. « I you aflow po wine
as dictator, you shall not have me fog, your master
of horse.” .

On Saturday, April 4, I drank tea with Johnson
st D, Taylor's, where he had dined. He enter-
faigghll us with an atcount of ¢ tragedy writien by a -
?.deg {not the Liskon physician). “ The

.&;&:‘m Eandmmm#m
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catastrophe of :t,'undh,“m.thtnkingm
wumlon-efhhqumm his prime mmmr,
eastrated himself. (’) This tragedy was
showa aboyt in manuscript to several people, uml’

amongst others, to Mr Fitsherbert, who repested
to me two lines of the prologue : —

¢ Otttr bero's fate we have but gently touch'd ;

The fair might blaroe us, if it were lees couch'd |
It is hardly to be believed what absurd and inde-
cent images men will introduce into their writings,
without being semsible of the absurdity and inde.
eeyey. I remember Lord Orrery told me, that there
was & pamphlet written against Sir Robert Walpole,
the whole of which was an allegory on the Phallick
Obscenity. The Duchess of Buckingham asked
Lord Orrery who this person was? He answerdd
he did not know. She said, she would send to Mr.
Puiteney, who, she suppoeed, could inform her. So,
then, to prevent her from making herself ridiculous,

He was very silent this evening, and read in a
viriety of books; wuddenly throwing down ote, and

up .
He tatked of going to Stremtham that night.
Tarvom wmnumﬁmu-am

1 on which Mr.
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must shoot & highwayman. Now; I would rather be
robbed than do that; I wosld not shoot a highway-
man” Jomnson. * But Y -would rathir shoot him
in the instant when be is attémpting to rob me, than
afterwxrds sweaf sguinst hiul at the Old Bailey, to
take away his life, after he bas robbed me. 1 am
surer I am right in the one case, than in the other.
I may be mistaken as t6 the man when I swear; I
cannot be mistaken, if I shoot him in the act. Bes
sides, we feel leas reluctance to take away a man's
{ife, when we are heated by the injury, than to do it
at a distance of time by an oath, after we hawp
covled. BosweLt, “ Bo, Sir, you would rather
act from the motive of private passion, than that of
public advantage.” Jomwson. “ Nay, Sir, when I

Jouwsow. * At the same time, one does not knw
what to say. For perhaps one may, & year after,
hang bimself from uneasiness for having shot a
highwayman. (') Few minds are $it to be trusted
with so great a thing.” Boswzir. ¢ Then, Sir,
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you would not shpot kim2” Jounson. ¢« Byt I
might be vexed aftetwards for that too.”

Thralcs carringe not having come for him, as he
expected, I accompanied him some part of the way
home ta his own boige. T told him, that T had
talked of him to My, Dunniug 8 few days before,
and bad said, that in his ecompany we did not so
much interchange coaversation, ss listen to him;
and that Dunning observed, upon this, “ One is
always willing to listen to Dr. Johnson ;" to which
J answered, “ That is & great denl from you, Sir.”
« Yes, Sir,” said Johnson, “a great deal indeed,
Here is & man willing to listen, to whom the world
ia listening all the rest of the year.” BoswxLl.
“ I think, Sir, it is right to tell one man of such a
handsome thing, which has been ssid of him by
another. It tends to increase bénevolence.” Jomx-
sox. *“ Undoubledly it is right, Sir”

On Tuesday, April 7., I breakfasted with him at his
house, He mid, “ Nobody was content.,” I men-
tioned to him a respectable person (') in Scotland
whom he knew; and 1 asserted, that [ really be-
lieved be was always content. Joswson. « No,
Siy, be is not content with the present; he has al-
ways some Sew scheme, some new plantation, some-
thing which is futare. Youd know ho was not content
as 4 widower, for he married ugain.” BoswsrL,
;l:;%hhqum" Jounson. «ir, he is

locally at yest. A chymist is locally at rest;
but, his wiud de furd.at work. Thbgml,ﬁu bas*

(1), Sond Aichinlack, 3r. ncmn'-s:u.--c.
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done with extermal exertions. 1 is too Iate for him
to engage in digtant projedts.” Boswern. “ He
scems to amuse himsell’ quite well; to have his at-
tention fixell, and hid tranquillity preserved, by very
amall matters. I luve tricd"this; but it would not
do withme.” Jouneoxn (leaghing). « No, Sir- it
umust be born with & mah to b contemted to take up
with Jittle things. Women have » great advantage
that chey may take up with litde things without
-disgracing themselves: & man cannot, exvept with
fddling, &ad I Jearnt 0 fiddle, 1 shouid have
done mothing ‘else.” Boswsrs. “ Pmy, Sir, did
you ever play on any musical instrasent 2" Joun-
sox. “No, sir. I once bought me a flageciet
baut I never made out & tune.” Boswmir, * A
fiageolet, Sirl—o0 small sn instrument ()7 I
should have liked to hear you play on the violon-
cello. TRat should have been yowr instrument.”
Jouwsex. “ Sir, I might as wett have played on
the violopoello st another; but T should bave done
nothingelse. No, Sir; a man would never'unders
take great things, could he be smused with imall,
I once {ried knotting. Dempeter's sister undertook
wsemhm. bulwnldnoﬂunit.’ Boswert.
“ 80, 5ir; it will b relsted in pomipous saretive,
“Qnoe far his mwassinent he'tried kmotéing; nor
did this Hercules diedain the distafl’” Jomuxson.
-pmufmhawm A
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a freeman of Abergieen, I should be a knitter of
stockings.” He aeked me to go down with him and
dine at Mr. Thrale's at Stwatham, to which I agreed.
{ had lent him *An Account of Seotland, in 1708,”
written by 8 man of Ygrious inguiry, an English
chaplain to & regiment stationed there, Joussox.
« It s sad stuff, Sir, miserably written, s books in
general then were. There is now an elegance of
Je universally diffusod. No man pow writes 30
as ¢ Martin’s Acoount of the Hebrides' is written.
A man oould not wtite so ill, if he should try. Sets
merchant’s clerk now to write, and be'll do better.”
He talked to me with serious conoern of a cor-
tain femgle friead’s * laxity of nargation, and ine
attention to truth”’ “I am as much vexed,” said
Tie, # at the ease with which she hears it mentioned
0 her, as at the thing itself. I told her, * Madum,
you wre contented to hear every day said to you,
what the highest of mankind have died for, rather
than bear’ You know, Sir, the highest of mankind

o o sitting”(') Jommpox. « Why, Sir, I do not
l"('l“!lb Lomd obaerven this “”l’m
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know that Campbell ever lied with pen and ink;
but you could not entirely depend on any thing he
told you in conversatiom, if there was fact mixed
‘with it. However, I loved Campbell: he was a
solid orthodox man : he hadea reverence for religion.
Though defective in practice, he was religious in
principle; and he did uothing grossly wrong that I
baye heard.” (')

I told him that T had been present the day before,
when Mrs. Montagu, the literary lady, sat to Miss
Reynolds for her picture; and that she said, ¢ she
had bound up Mr. Gibbon's History without the
lJast two offensive chapters; for that she thought
the book so fag good, as it gave, in an elegant man-
ver, the substance of the bad writers medis avi,
which the late Lord Lyttleton advised her to read.”
Jounson. ¢ Sir, she has not rcad them: she
shows none of this impetuosity to me : she does not
know Greek, and, I fancy, kuows little Latin, She
is willing you should think she knows them; but
she does not say she does”” Boswerr, “Mr.
Harris, who was present, agreed with her.” * Joun-
goN. “ Harris was laughing at her, Sir. Harris is

remarkable concerning drinking. Thmnmbonodoubuhu
some wwen can drink, without suffering m? w’ ) such & quan~
tityuto Mhenl?punlucudxue It nrw:dd,ﬂm
me.lu-wot 8 véry fong time to this great
i % i heazd Dr, Johniwon say, “SIr,lfl man
Mhr','l’kmw i Bow !ongig iy xnk." Dr Ctmpkoll
amdmmumuww;m.umum,
1) .Jmﬁmwl before this con
vu(uaonmﬂiua ”wemben,ﬁs.-
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.a, sound sullen scholp he does not like interlopers.
Harris, however, is a«prig, and a bad prig. (') 1
Iooked into his book, and thought he did not under-
stand his own system.” BoswrLL. “ Hesays plain
things in a formal and ahstract way, to be sure; but
his method is good; for {0 have clear notions. upon

any subject, we must have recourse to analytic ar-
rangement.” Jomnson. « Sir, it is what every body
does, whether they will- or no. But sometimes’

things may be made darker by definition. [ see s
cow. I define: hen Animal gquadrupes ruminens
cornutum. But 8 goat rumivates, and a cow may
have no horns. Cow is plainer.” BosweLr. “I
think Dr. Franklin’s definition of Man a good one
—*¢ A tool-making animal’” Jomwsox. ¢ But
many a man never made 2 tool: and suppose a man
without arms, ke could not make a tool.”

Talking of dnnkmg wine, he said, < I did not
leave off wine because I could not bear it ;. I have
dmnkthmebotd«ofporththwtbemg&eworse
for it. University College bas witnessed this."(?)
Boswzsh. « Why, then, Sir, did you leave it off 7"

meyﬁdmmwmmwngm
ﬂg?ﬂm unuh;lauwu:d:mlyd.
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Jonxson. “ Why, Bir, becauge it is so much better
for a man to be sure that she ia never to be intox-
icated, mever to lose the power over himself. I
shall not begin to drink wine again till I grow
old (1), and want it” Peswsrr. «I think, Sir,
'you onoe said to me, that not ta drink wine was a
great deduction from life.” Jomnson. “It is a
diminution of pleasure, to be sure; but I do not say
adiminution of happiness. There is more happiness
in being rational.” Boswerr. « But if we could
have pleasure always, should not we be happy?
The greatest part of men would compound for plea-
sure.” JoHNSON. “ Supposing we could Lave plea-
sure dlways, an intellectual man would not compound
for it. The greatest part of men would compound,
becamse the greatest part of men arc gross.” Bos-
wELL. “1 allow there may be greater pleasure
than from wine. I have had more pleasure from
your conversation. I have indeed; I assure you 1
have.” JoyNsox. “ When we talk of pleasure, we
mean sensual pleasure. When a man aays he had
pleasure with a woman, he does not méan con-
versation, but something of a different nuture. Phi-
losophers tell you, that pleasure is contrary to hap-
piners. Gross men prefer animal' pleasure. 8o
there are men who have preferred living among
savages. Now, what & wretch must he be, who is
sontent with such conversation as can be had among
sovages! You may remember an officer at Fort
Avgustus, who had served in Ameries, told us of &

71) He was now in kis sspensicth yeor, we C.
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woman whom they yvere obliged to bind, in order
to get her back from sawage life.” BoswEewLr. « She
must have been an animal, a beast.” Jouxsow
¢ Sir, she was a speaking cat.”

I mentioned to him that 1 had become very weary
in compuny where I heard not a single intellectual
seutence, except that « a man who had been settled
ten years in Minorca was become a mmch inferior
man to what he was in London, becanse a man's
mind grows narrow in & narrow place.” JoHnsoNw.
“ A man’'s mind grews parrow in a narraw plaee,
whose mind is enlarged only hecause he has lived
in & large place: but what is got by books and
thinking is preserved in a narrow place as well as
in a large place. A man cannot know modes of
life as well 1n Minorca s in London ; but he may
study mathematies as well in Minorca." BosweLL.
« ] don't know, Sir: if you had remained ten years
in the Isle of Col, you would not have been the
man that you now are.” JounsoN. “ Yes, Sir, if I
had beru there from fiftcen to twenty-five ; but not
if from twenty-five to thirty-five.” BosweLr. I
own, Sir, the spirits which 1 have in London make
me do every thing with more readiness and vigour.
] can talk twi®e as much in London as any where
m”

Of Goldsmith, he said, « He was not an agree-
able companion, for he talked always for fame.
A man who does so never can be plessing. The
man who talks to ynburden his wind is the map to
delight you. An eminent friend: of ours(!) is not

{1) Mr, Burke.—C,
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s0 agreeable as the vanety of his knowledge would
otherwise make him, because hs talks partly from
ostentation.”

Soon after our arrival at Thrale's, I heard one of
the maids calling eagerly n another to go to Dr.
Johnson. I wondered what this could mean. I aficr-
wards learnt, that it was to give her a Bible, which
be had bronght from London &s a present to her.

He was for k considerable time occupied in rcad-
ing ¢ Mémoires de Fontenclle,” leaning and swing-
ing upon the low gate into the court, without lus
hat.

I looked into Lord Kaimes's “ Sketches of the
History of Man;” and mentioned to Dr. Johuson
his cansure of Charles V., for celebrating his funeral
obsequies in bis lifetime, which, I told him, I had
been used to think a solemn and sffecting act.”
Jounsox. “Why, Sir, a man may dispose his
mind to think so of that act of Charles; but it is
50 liable to ridicule, that if one man out of ten
thousand laughs at it, he’ll make the other nine
thousand nine hundred and ninety-nine laugh too”
1 could not agree with him in this.

8ir John Pringle had expressed a wish that 1
would ask Dr. Johnson's opinion what were the
beat English sermans for style. I took an oppor-
tunity to-day of mentioning several top him. ¢ At-
terbuty 7" Jeunsow. « Yes, Sir, one of the best”
Boswsrr, © Yillotson?” Jomwsow. “Why, not
naw. [ sbould not advise & preacher at this day to
imitate Tillotson's style; though I don't know; I
should be cautious of objecting to what has been
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applauded by so many suffrages. — South is ore of
the best, i you exnept his peculiarities, and his vio-
lence, and sometimes coarseness of language, —
Seed has a very fine style; but he is not very theo-
logical. — Jortin's sermpns are very elegant. — Sher-
lock’s style, too; is very élegant, though he has not
made it his principal stody.—Aad you may add
Smalridge. All the latter preachers have a good
style. Indeed, nobody new talks much of style:
every body composes pretty well. ' There are no
such inharmoniouseperieds as there were a hundred
years ago. I should recommend Dr. Clarke’s ser-
mons, were he orthodox. However, it is very well
known where he is not orthodox, which was upon
the doctrine of the Tﬁnity, a8 to which he is a con-
demned heretic; so one is aware of it." BoswzsL.
“I like Ogden's Sermons on Prayer very mueh,
both for neatness of style and subtilty of reasoning.”
Jomnson. “] should like to read all that Ogden has
written.” BosweiLr. © What I wish to know is,
what scrmons afford the best specimen of English
pulpit eloquence.,” Jomwnsox. * We have no ser-
mons addressed to the passions, that are good for
any thing; #f you mean that kind of eloquence.”
A CrLEngvMaN .(whose name I do not recallect).
“Were not Dodd’s sermons addressed to the
passions ?"* Jomwwson. « They were nnthing, Sir,
,be they addresséd to what they. may.”

At dinner, Mrs, Thrale expressed & wish to go
and see Scoflabd, . Jomisow * Seelng Scotland,
Madam, is onfyuemg 8 ‘worse England, . Tt is
seeing. the flower. gradually fade away to the "naked



m LIFE OF JOHNSON. 1778,

stalk. Seeing the Hebrides, indeed, is seeing quite
a different scene.” o

Qur poor friend, Mr. Thomas Davies, was soon
to have o bencfit at Drury Lane Theatre, g8 some
relief to his unfortunate cigcumstances. We were
all warmly interested for Ris success, and kad con-
tributed to it. However, we thought there was no
harm in having our joke, when he could not be hurt
by it. I proposed that he should be brought on to
spesk a prologne upon the occasion; and I began
to muiter fragments of what it. might be; as, that
when now grown old, he was obliged to ery ¢ Poor
Tom's a-vold ;” — that be owned be had been
driven from the stage by a Churchill, but that this
was no disgrace, for a Churchill had beat the
French ; — that he had been satirised as  mouthing
a sentenee as curs mouth a bone,” bat he was now
glad of a bone to pick. < Nay,” sasd Jrhnson, * I
would have him to say, —

¢Mad Tom 15 come to see the wor’d again.’”

He and ] returned to town in the evening. “Up-
on the road, I endeavoured to maintain in argu-
meut, that a landed gentleman is not under any
obligation to reside upon his estate; and that by
living in Loondon he does no injury to his country
Jouwson. “ Why, Sir, he does no injury to his
country in general, because the money which he
draws from it gets back again in cirenlation; but
%9 Mis perticular district, his particular parish, be
does an injury. All that he hes to give away is not
@ven to thove who have the first claim to it And
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though T have said gbat the money circulates back,
it is a long time befose that bappens. Then, Sir, a
wan of family und estate ought to consider himself
as having the charge of a district, over which he is
to diffuse civility and Imppiness.” (1)

Next day 1 found him at home in the morniog.
He praised Delany's ¢ Observations on Swift;”
said that bis book and Lerd Orrery’s might both be
true, though one viewed Swift more, and the other
less, fuvourably ; and that, hetween both, we might
have & complete nation of Swift.

Talkmg of a man’s resvlving to deny himself the
use of wine, from moral and religious cousidera-
tions, he said, ¢ He must not doubt about it
Wilen one doubts as to pleasure, we know what
will be the conclusion. I now no more think of
drinking wine than a horse does. The wine upon
the table is no more for me, than for the dog who
is under the table.”

1) See, however, ani2, Vol. V1. p. 820, whmmdecmmu
th}tzubpaum;wm:to&e v

FOLk. VII
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Dodd's Poems. — Pennant. — Johnson and Percy.

- Stratagem. — Coprrespondence.

Ox Thursday, April 9., 1 dined with bim at Sir
Joshua Reynolds's, with the Bishop of St. Asaph
{Dr. Shipley), Mr. Allan Ramsay (), Mr. Gibbon.
Mr. Cambridge, and Mr. Langton. Mr. Ramsay
had lately returned from Italy, and entertained us
with his observations upon Horace's villa, which he
had examined with great care. I relished this
much, as it brought fresh into my mind what I had
viewed with great plessure thirteen years before.
The bishop, Dr. Johnson, and Mr. Cambridge,
joined with Mr. Ramsay, in recollecting the various
lines in Horace relating to the subject.

1 eminent painter, son of the Scottish he died
‘h‘t ‘;M,ogdwr;wmﬁmbhmmm:‘w Italv,



Arar. 69, HORACE'S VILLA, 83

Horacc's journey to Brundusium being men-
tioned, Johnson obsepved, that the brook which he
describes is to be seen now, exactly as at that time :

ud that he had often wondered how it happened,
hat small brooks, such as this, kept the same situ-
ation for ages, notwithstanding earthquakes, by
which even mountains bave been changed, and
agriculture, which produces such a variation upon
the surface of the earth. CamsRripGE. “ A Spanish
writer has this thought in a poetical conceit. After
observing, that moat of the solid structures of Rome
are totally perished, while the Tiber remains the
sanc, he adds, —

¢ Lo que éra firme huib, solamente
Lo ¥ugitive permanece y dura.””

JounsoN. # Sir, that is taken from Janus Vitalis: —

immota labescunt ;
Et qua; perpetud sunt agitats manent.’”

The bishop said, it appeared from Horace’s
writings that he was a cheerful, contented nan.
Jonxson. “ We have no reason to believe that, my
Lord. -Are we to think Pope was happy, because
ke pays’so in his writings? We see in his writings
what he ‘wislfed the state of his mind to appear,
Dr, Young, who pined ‘for preferment, talks with
mtempt of it in his writings, and affects to despise
»evary thing that he did ot despise.” Brsnor or
‘S, AsapH. « He' wes like other chaplaing, looking
for _vaeaucies; but’ ﬂm is -mot peculiar "to the
ey’ ] remeniber, whed T was with the army,
“after the battle of -Lafeldt, the officers serioualy

u %
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grambled that no general was hyled” Cavrainor.
“ We may behieve Horace mare, when he saysy —
¢ Roma Tisur amem ventosus, Trbure Romam,*

than when he boasts of s wnsutency t—

¢ Me constare mih scis, ‘ot dx-u edere trmem.

Quamin ungue trabunt invisa negotia Romam,"*
Boswzrr. * How hurd 12 1t that man ean never be
al rest!” Ramsav. It is not in his nature 10 e
at rest.  When ke 14 at rest, he 19 1n the worst otare
that he can be in. for he has.nothing to agitate
lun. He is then hhe the man in the Insh sonz(t) —

¢There hived a vour g man in Ballinasrazy,

‘Who wanted a wifc for to ake ham unaesy.'

Goldvmith being miuntioned, Johnson obw red,
that 1t was long bifore his ment came to be ac-
knowledged : that he once complamed to um m
ludierous terms of distre »3, “ Whenever I write any
thing, the public make a pont to know nothing
about 1t:” but that lus “ Traveller (2)” brought
him into high 1eputation. Laxarow. % Thure 1s
not one bad hne 1n that poem, not one of Dryden's
carcless verses.” Sir Josnuva. “T was glad to
bear Charles I'ox say, it was one of the finest
poeins in the English language.” Lassion, ¢ Why
were you glad?  You sarcly had no doubt of thus

(1) Called # Alley Croker™ Tius lady, & ctkbrated beauty
i her day, was the youngest daughter of ‘nlomluvom, of

BmmE::d. nth'mntyo“mm Lover whose re-
het name natkm-m but she mpsried
qlu hwm 513. MLO:::%- withot issucy

(n) First publusbed in 1765 — M.
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hefore.” Jomwso®. “No; the merit of ¢ The
Traveller’ is so well established, that' Mr. Fox's :
praise cannot anginent it, nor his censure diminish
it” Sirn Josmoa. “ But bis friends may suspeet *
they had too great a plriality for him.” Jomnson.

« Nay, Sir, the partiality of his friends was always
against him. It was with difficulty we could give
him a hearing. Goldsmith had no settled hotions
upon any subject ; so he talked alwiys at random.
It seemcd to be lns intention to blurt out whatever
was in his mind, and see what would become of it. .
He was augry, too, when catehed in an absurdity';
but it did not prevent him from falling into another
the pext minute. I remepber Chamier, after talk-
Jing with kim some time, said, ¢ Well, I do believe
he wrote this poem himself; and, let me tell you,
that is believing a great deal.” Chamier once asked
him, what he meant by slow, the last word in the
first line of ¢ The Traveller,’ —

‘Rumote. unfriended, mhncholy,slow'

‘Did he mean tardinces of locomotion ? Goldmith,
who would -say something without consideration, an-
swered, < Yes." I was sitting by, and said, * No,
§ir, you do nbt mean tardiness of locomotion ; you
mean thet sluggiskmess of mind whick comes upon
a man in solitude.” Chamier believed then that I
hﬂdmm&elim,umehulfhehndmme
write “'(")! ‘Goldsmith; however, was & wsn, who,
W“\,ﬂmmnmmmy other

M»mvox.n.&m.uwmumonmm
‘e S
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man could do. e deserved a prace in Westminster
Abbey; and vvery year he fived would have de-
served it botter. He had, indeed, been at no pains
to fill his mind with knowledge. He transplanted
it from one place to anothar} and it did not settle in
bis mind ; so he could not tell what was in his own
boo ”

We talked of living in the country, Jomnsow.
¢ No wise man will go to hve n the coantry, unless
he has something to do wlneh can be better done in
the country. For instance ; if bt i« to shut himself
up for a year to study a scienee, it is better to look
out to the fields than to an opposite wall, (' ) Then
if a man walks out in the country, there is nobody
to keep him from walking in agam; but if a man
walks out in London. he is not sure when hé shall
walk in again. A great city is, to be sure, the
school for studying life; aud ¢ The proper study of
mankind is man,’ as Pope observes.” BosweLr.
“1 fancy London is the best place for society;
though I have heard that the very first society

(1) Mr. Oumbuhndmofum opimon. ¢ Jn the
ensuing year 1 again paid 2 vimt to my at Clonfert; and
there, 1n & littlo clonet, at the back of the numcdlcd.
unfurnished, and out of use, with no "gm‘

ewimbwbunnuohmrf-ml,m t

:n %lem b{ oﬂuyhmbl:s:l“m y‘.‘:‘h':

M yob)ecl»wlommyselfunhavehuh
«ﬂ«mw""n rmicen A dend wall

’, s Wb in wt. Irish are not attractions
m its pursints; and whilst in those

Suterest and it wants no ontward

l
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of Paris is still heyond any thing that we have
here.” Jorxsow. %ir, I question if in Paris such
a company as is sitting round this table conld be
got together in less than half a year. They talk
io France of the falicity of men and women
living together: the truth is, that there the nmen
arc not higher than the women, they kuow nc
more than the women do, and they arc not hdld
down in their conversation by the presence o
women.” Rawmsay. * Literature is upon the
growth, it is in Ms spring in France: herc it is
vather passée.” Jouwson. * Literature wos
France long before we had it. Paris was the second
city for she revival of letters: Italy had it first, to
be sure. What have we done for literature, equal
to what was done by the Stephani and others in
France? Our hiterature came to us through France.
Caxton printed only two books, Chaucer and Gower,
that were not translated from the French; and
Chauvcer, we know, took much from the Italians
No, Sir, if literature be in its spring in ¥France, it 1s
a second spring ; it is after a winter,  We are now
before the French in literature : but wes had 1t long
after them. In England, any miun who wears a
sword sod & powdered wig is ashamed to be il-
literate. I believe it is not so in, France. Yet
there is, probably, a great deal of learning in
France, because tbey bave sych a number of re-
ligious establishmients ; so many men who have
nothing else to do but o study. I do not know
this; but I take :tupon&ee.ommnn principles of
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chance. Where there are many shooters, some
will hit.” ’

We talked of old age. Johnson (now n lus
seventieth year) said, < It is a man’s own fault, 1t 15
from want of uee, if his mird grows torpid i old
age.” (') The bishop asked, if an old man does not
lose faster thau he gets. Jouwnson. * [ think not,
my Lord. if he cxerts himself.” Qne of the emnpany
rashly observed, that he thought 1t was happy for
an old man that insensibiity eomes upon bim.
Jounsow (with & noble elevatlon and dwdam).

(1) Honbes was of the same opuaion with Johnson on this
subjoct, and, m s answer to D Avenant’s Preface to Gondi-
bm,wiu;lfrm spirit, explodes the current opimon, that the
mund m uq: 18 subjuct to & necessary and icresistible debnlity.

“ And now, while 1 think on’t,” says the philosopher, ¢ give me
lcave, with a short ducord, to sweelen the harmony of the ap.
proaching close. I have nothing o objuct to your but

dinsent only frum something 1 your prefuce, sounding to tho
prejudice of age. It 1 conimunly ihat old age 18 & return
to ¢ which methinks you msist on so long, as if you
desired 3t should be belteved. 'L hat s the note 1 mean 10 shuke
s Little. L hat saying, meant only of the wiakness of body, was
wiested to the weakness of mind, by froward children, weary of
the controiment of their parnts, mastens, and other adwonitors.
Secondly, the d and ¢ hildishuess they aseribe to age 1 never
tho elfuct of time, but sometimes of the txcusses of youth, and
not & returning to, but a contraual stay with, childhood.  For
they that want the curiomty ot furnisng thesr memories with
the rarities of nature 1n their youth, and pass ther qmn mak-
n, prmmoﬂyfutheuemmm&h?n. Hikdren
mi.uwbn years soever ; as they that coming iatwd & populous
“""’u“‘mz"' B s ™ Thndly, tobe e e rasene B
pogy o there s Is nQ redson
thunk Inmeelf
oo
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“ No. Sir, I should never be happy by heing less
rational.” Biswor ov St. Asapn. ¢ Your wish
then, Sir, is yngmowew Idaowoumon”  JoHNsON.
# Yee, my Lord.” Ilis Lordship meutivned a chari-
table establishment im Wales, where people were
maintained, and supplied with every thing, upon
the condition of their contributing the weekly pro-
duce of their labour; and, he said, they grew quite
torpid for want of propurty. Jonxson. * They
Lave no object for hope. Their condition cannot
be better. 1t is rdwing without a port.”

One of the company ashed him the meaning of
the exprescion in Juvenal, unius locertee. JouNsON.
1 think it clear enough; as much ground as ovne
may have a chance to find a lizard upon.” -

Commentators have differed as to the exact mean-
ing of the expression by which the poet intended tn
cnforee the sentiment cuntained in the passage where
these words oceur. It is enough that they mean to
Jenote even a very smaH possession, provided jt be
8 man's OwWn : —

s Est abquid, quucunque loco, quocunque recess,
Unius sese doninum feciswe lacertar” (1)

This scason there was a whimsical fashion in the
newspapers of applying Shakspeare’s words to de-

(1) [* Poar Boswell wan 8 man of infinite curin.:xy: itisa
I’lg MMWNMJ&MWMQ a Duwch
who would emm {poerti, which he aucu-
rately w o mimd still .‘;“&“’“”:‘:ﬁ’i
intexprots, ¢ 4 plece oqual in
tween the showlder m elhow’ (ﬁ?mm;ddhdnﬂ man, 1
prosume; though the eritic bas inadvertently forgolten 16 mes-
hion 11)." me Garroan, Juvenod, v, is P m.j’
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scribe living persons well knowndn the world; which
was done under the title of * Modern Charactas
from Shakspcare ;" many of which were admirably
adapted. The fancy took so much, that they were
afterwards collected into g spmnphlel. Somebody
said to Johnson, across the table, that he bad not
been in those characters,  * Yes,” said he, ¢ I haves
1 should have heen sorry to have been left out.”
He then repeated what had been applied to him: —
“ You must botrow me Garagantua's momh.”

Miss Reynolds not percciving at’ once the meaning
of this, he was obliged to eaplain it to her, which
had something of an awkward and ludicrous effect.
“ Why, Madam, it has a reference to me, as uang
big words, which require the mouth of a giant to
pronounce them. Garagantua is the namc of a
giant in Rabeluis.” BosweLr. “Bat, Sir, there is
another amongst thcm for you :—

¢ He would not flatter Neptune for his tndent,
Or Jove for bis power to thunder.'”

Jomwson. ¢ There is nothing marked in that. No,
Sir, Garagantua is the best.” Notwithstanding this
ease and good-humour, when 1, a little while after-
wards, repeated his sarcasm on Keprick (vol i.
3 mo.), which was received with spplause, he
asked, “ Who said that?” and on my suddenly
answifing, - Garagantua, he looked serious, which
was 8 sufficient indication that he did not wish it bo
be kept up. "
When we went to the drawing-room, there was a
rith sssemblage. Besides the company who had been
at dinner, there were Mr. Garrick, Mr. Hurris of
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Salisbury, Dr. Pesey; Dr. Burney, the Honourahle
Mrs. Cholmondeley,” Miss Hannah More," &c. &c.-
After wandering about in & kind of pleafing - dis-
traction for some time, I got into a torner, with
Johnson, Garrick, #ne Haris. Garrick (to Har-
rig). “ Pray, 8ir, have you read Potter's /Eschylus?”
Harrrs. ¢ Yes; and think it pretty.,” GARRICK
(to Johnson). “ And what think you, Sir, of it?”
Joaxsox. “ I thought what I read of it verbiuge -
but upon Mr. Harris's reeommendation, I wilt read
a play. (To Mrd Harris.) Don't prescribe two,”
Mr. Harris suggested one, I do not remember which,
JonwnsoN. “ We must try its effect as an English
poem ; that is the way to judge of the merit of a
translation. Translations are, in general, for people
.who cannot read the original.” I mentioned the
vulgar saying, that Pope’s Homer was not a good_
reprenentauo"h of the original. Jomxsow. ¢ Sir, it
is the greatest work of the kind that has ever been
produced.” BoswsLL. “ The truth is, it is impos-
sible perfectly to translate poetry. In a different
h:ngnage it may be the same tune, but it has not
the same tone. Homer plays it on a basscon:
Pope on o ﬂageolet.” Haxais, + I think heroic
poetry f4_bést in blank verse: yet it appears that
shyme is essential to English poetry, from our de-
ficiency in wetrical quantities. In my opinion, tbe
-obief excellence of onrlaziguage is numerous prose.”
Jompson. « Sir William Temple was .the .first
writer who “ave cadeice to English prose.(!)

{ Tﬁe in Vol 1. » sy, that Johnson oneetold
b fur:éd’ ﬁ.’,’:u“";‘;:. @t of Bie Willasn
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Before his time they were careléss of arrangement,
and did not mind whether a®sentence ended with
an impdrtant word or an iusignificant word, or with
what part of speceh it was concluded.” Mr. Lang-
ton, who now had joined us, ®efnmended Clarendon.
Jonxson. “ He is objected to for his parentiwses,
his involved clauscs, and his want of bharmony.
Baut he is supported by his matter. 1t is, indeed,
owing to a.plethory of matter that hix stile is so
faulty : every substunee (smiling to Mr. Harris) has
so many accidents.— To be dist?het, se must ialk
analyticaily. If we asnalyse language, we must
speak of it grammatically ; if we analyse argument,
we must spenk of it logically.” Gaunick. * Of
all the translations that ever were attempted, I

Temp!e, und upon Chambers's Proposal for his Dicti . Te
certainly was mistaken ; or, if he nnagined, at first, that ho was
imitating Temple, be was very unsuccessful ; For nothing can he
more unlike than the simplicity of Temple und the richness of
Johnson.” This ebservation of our author, an the first view,
seems perfectly ‘i‘un; but, on a closer examinstion, st will, i
think, 2 ' t0 have been founded ou a misapprebenzion, Mr,
Boswell understood Johnson too literally. Iie did not, 1 con-
cuive, mesn, that be endeavoured to imitate Toewple's style
,in all its 3 but that he farmed his style on him and Cham-
bers (3 the paper published in 1737, relatjve to his second
. edition, antitle “Oymig:ﬁlm"&c.). taking from cach what
| Was most of imitation. ‘The paseage before us, 1 thiok,
shows that he from Temple to modulate bis peri
* and, n.tkat respect only, him his pattern.  In this view
v sudjoct there is no . He might learn from Chatw
dapaots ‘prrecision im oppaosition tomi?

itio;
w ; from Sir Thomus
yor aixd énergy of expression mmﬁ
. e  due colloca

Peirat; ¥
; tion of words, and the
“meﬁm‘ and yet,
; wmmmﬁoﬂ\nm
thougfk it had proiited by esch.

wriles, ed -M,
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think Flphinston's Martialthe mostextraordinary. (1)
He evnsnited me updu it, who am & little of an epie
gramviatist mysclf, you know. 1 told him freely
t Yoo ot seem to have that torn) I asked him
if W e corious: awd tinding ke was, 1 advised
Jru et publishing. Why, his translation is
mar. cotdienlt o understand than the original. I
thovehi e a man of sowne talents; but he seems
ey inuis” Junixsos. ¢ Sin, you have done
what € heod wot eonrage to o, Bt he did not ask
my et vhe, sl ‘ did nov foree it upon him, to
awake bhaw ongry with me.” Gasxick. “ Bot as a
friend, Sir ——" Jonssor. ¥ Why, such a friend
as b w with Lim— g, Goarrics. ¥ But if you
see o {riend going to tmable over a precipice "
Jorxsoa. ©That iz an extravagunt case, Sir. You
are swre 2 {riend will thank you for higdering him
from tumbling over a preeipice: but, in the other
case, 1 should hurt bis vanity, and do him ne goud.
ile would pot take my advice. His brother-in-
law, Strahan, sent him a subscription of fifty pounds,
and said he would send him fifty more, if he would
not publish.” Gannrick. “What! eh! is Straban
& good judge of an epigram? Is not he rather an
obtuse man, €h?”  JouwnsoN. “ Why, Sir, he may
.uotbenndge of an epigram’: but you see heisa
-what is met an epigram.” Boswerr. « It
my Afor you, Mr, Garrick, to'talk to an aather
nyoa talked tp Elphinston; you, who hive been

,nmﬂlimmtofathaw,rejemgthwﬁs
m{ww,#ou.y.m..c,l
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of poor authors. You are an (1d judge, who have
often pronounced sentence of death. You are s
practised surgeon, who hase often amputated limnbs;
and thongh this may have been for the good of
your patients, they cannot ’ike you. Those who
have undergone a dreadful operation are not very
fond of seeing the operator again.” (FARRICK.
“ Yes, I know enough of that. There was a
reverend gentleman (Mr. IHawking), who wrote a
tragedy, the siEce of something(!), which T re-
fused” Hanris. “ do, the jege was raised”
Jouxnsox. “ Ay, he came to me and cumplaimed ;
and told me, that Garrick «aid hi- play was wrong
in the concocfion. Now, what is the concuction of
a play !” ¢ (Here Garnick stwated. and twisted him-
self, and seemed surely vescd; for Johnson told
me, he believed the story was true.) Gariticsk.
4 J—]1—I—said, first concoction. (<) JoOHNSON
(smiling). * Well, he left out first. And Rich, he
said, refused him 1o fulse English : be could show
it under his hand.” Gagrick. ¢ He wrote to me
in violent wrath, for having refused biv play : © Sir,
this is growing a very seriou~ and teriible affair,
X am resolved to publish my play. I will appeal to

1)' Tt was eplled  The Siege of Aleppo.” Mr. Hawking,
thg s)utlm of it, was formerl :fol‘eswr « ’gioetry at Ormd, It
3 printed in bis “ Mysccllanies,” 3 vols. Svo. — B, [The M
:lnwldu», here .;o slzghunqu'imn:::ﬁ I8y gw:.n:ettr:, intro-

uced as_one great men which Pembroke Colleg
duendt. Beeanl?.%l. 1. p7% n) Be pro-

Garnck had uuthority for this expresaon. en
u‘?&h mpnhc:ﬁ&ﬁ“ EBdpas.” - M. — Audgurely, “con-
cochn™ along was v good 8s ¢ firg goncoction,” which lateer
whense Johnson was willing to adimit: but 1t appesrs from the
fetters fn the Grnck Correspondence, sol. v, p, o, that Gar-
rick really wrote © st concostion.” —C,

1
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the world; and how will your judgment appear?
1 snswered, ¢ Sir, nbtwithstanding all the- seriouss
ness, and all the terrors, I have no objection to your
publishing your play : and, as you live at a great
distance (Devonshires] believe), if you will send it
to me I will convey it to the press”’(') I never
heard morc of it, ha! hal hal” .

On Yriday, April 10,1 found Johnson at home in
the morning. We resumed the conversation of yes-
terday. He put me in mind of some of it which
liad escaped my x;emory, and enabled me to record
it more perfeetly than I otherwise could have done.
He was much plcased with my paying so great at-
tention to his recommendatjon in 1763, the period
when our acquaintance began, that 1 should keep
a journal; and I could perceive he was secretly
pleased to find s0 much of the fruit of his mind
:reserved ; and as he bad been used to imagine
and say, that tie always laboured when he said a

{1) Garrick a little embellishes the reply. Hedid not offer “to
convey the play to the press,” but in a lung, contentious letter
sayx, thathe will * forgive Hawkins's publishing an appeal ou the
rojection of his plays, if he will publish the plays themselves ;*
and this was sg far from silencing Hawkins, that he rejoined in
a.5till more viplent letter. The reader will, perhaps, not be sorry
10 sce a skeich of this evening by another hand, more partial to
Garick.” ¥lannah More writes, 1 dined with the Garicks

-Thursdsy; lie went with me in the © to Sir Joshua's,
qafmﬂgegd'topmthaweni 1 was not a little
of bei means of bringing such a besu into such a

Wa Gibben, Jolinson, Hermes Harris, Burney,

- Remsay, the Bishop of St. Assph, Boswel}, Lang-
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good thing, — it delighted him, un a review, to find
that his conversation tcened with pomt and imagery

1 said to s, « You were, yesterdiy, Sir, an re-
marhably good humour; but there wus nothing to
offend you, nothing to produce irritation or vio-
lence. There was no bold offender. There was
not one capital conviction. It was a maiden assize,
You had on your white gloves."(1)

He found fault with our friend Langton fur
having been too silent. * 8ir,” »ard 1, “ you will re-
colleet that he very propc rlv tHh up Sir Joshua
for being glud that Charles Fux had prmsed Golg-
smith's ¢ Traveller,” and you joined lum.” Jouxson.
“Yes, Sir, I knockeq Fox on the head, without
ceremony. Reynolds is too much under box arnd
Burke at present. Ile is under the Fox stor,
and the Irmk constellation. e 15 always under
some planet.” Boswi Lr. “There is no Fovstar.” (%)
Jonrson. “But there is a dog star,” BoswhLL.
“ They sy, indeed, a fox and a dog are the sam
animal.”

L remunded him of a gentleman who, Mrs. (hol-
mondeley sard, was first talkative from aficctation,
and then silent from the same canse; that he first
thought I shall be celcbrated as the v chest man
in every company ;” and then, all at once, “O1! @
is much more respectable to be grave and look
wise.” “ He has reversed the Pythagorean disci-
pline, by being first talkative and then silent. H
Y

0 ey i b b el conten
(2) There i a constellution called the For. - C, ,
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rversos the course of nature too; he was first the
gay butterfly and tI%n the crceping worm.” John-
son laughed loud anfl long at this cxpausion and
tlustration of what he himself had told me.

We dined together with Mr. Scott (unow Sir
William Seott, his mapesty's advocate general), at
his chambers in the Temple, nobody else there.
The company being small, Johnson was not in such
spirits as he had been the preceding day('), and
for a cousiderable time little was said. At last he
burst forth : —< Sghordination is sadly broken down
in this age. No xzm, now, has the same authority
which his father had — except a gaoler. No master
has it over his servants: it is diminished in our
colleges ; nay, in our grammar-schools.” BosweLL.
“ What is the cause of this, Sif? " Jounsow. «“ Why,
the coming in of the Scotch,” laughing sarcastically.
Boswerr. ¢« That is to say, things have been
turned topsy-turvy. — But your serious cause.”
Joaxson. “ Why, Sir, there are many causes, the
chief of which is, I think, the great increase of
money. No man now depends upon the lord of a
manor, when he can send to another country and
fetch provisions. The shoe-black at the cntry of
my court does not depend on me. 1 can deprive
him but.of & penny a day, which he hopes some-
body else will bring him ; and that penny 1 must

) Hannah More says, on the contrary, of a very small party
gﬂ “Johmon, full of wisdom and :::’fy,'“p:ﬂy
To enjoy Dr. Johnson perfectly, one must
m'hm o,v:flfu“ nl:unur;s mBspenkmml}xedpu&—
_% P sub an. 1776. ut Boswell was
better jadge in this matier. o= C. 1835
VOL. VIl 4
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carry to another shoe-black, so the trade suffers
nothing. I have explained in thy ¢ Journey to the
Hebrides,” how gajd and silver destroy feudal sub-
ordination. But, besides, there is a general relax~
ation of reverence. No son now depends upon his
father, as in former times.® Patcrnity used to be
considercd as of itself a great thing, which had a
nght to many claims. That is, in general, reduced
te very small bounds. My hope is, that as anarchy
produccs tyranny, this extreme relaxation will pro-
duce freai strictio.”

Talking of fame, for which there is so great a
desire, I observed, how little there is of it in real-
ity, compared with the other objects of human at-
tention.  ** Let every man recolleet, and he will be
sensible how small a part of Lis time is employed ic
talking or thinking of Shakspeare, Voltaire, or any
of the most celubrated men that have ever lived,
or are pow supposed to orcupy the attention and
admiration of the world, Let this be extracted
and compressed ; into what a narrow space will it
go!” Ithen slily (1) introduced Mr. Garrick’s famne,
and his assuming the airs of a great man. JorxsoN.
« Sir, it is wonderful how Zittle Garrick assumes.
No, Sir, Garrick fortunam reverenter,habet. Con-
sider, Sir; celebrated men, such as you have men-
tioned, have had.their applause at a distance ; but
Garrick had it dashed in bis face, sounded in his
t ko v Shmrees, o haugh o o oo 0 e
done, Boswell often betrayed him by these arts into pérsonal

eensures, which he would probably never otherwise have uttored,
and which we know he smll)::ﬁmenymgmwd.-.c. 1885, -
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cars, and went hgme every pight with the plau-
dits of a thousand jn his eranium. Then, Sir,
Garrick did not find, but made his way to the
tables, the levees, and almiost the bed-chambers
of the great. Then, Sir, Garrick had under him
a numerous body of® people; who, from fear of
his power and hopes of Lis favour, and admi-
ration of his talents, were constantly submissive
to him. Aud here is a wman who has advanced the
dignity of his profession. (rarrick has mude a
player a higher §haracter,” Scoit. "¢ And he is
a very sprightly writer too.” Jouxson, = Yes,
Sir; and all this supported by great wealth of his
own acquisition.  If all this had happened to e, 1
should have haidl a couple of feilows with long poles
walking before me, to knock down every body that
stood in the way. Consider, if all this had bappencd
te Cibber or Quin, they'd have jnmped over the
moon. Yet Garrick speaks to #s” (smiling). Dos
weLL. ** And Garrick is a very good man, a chari-
table man.” Jouxsox. ¢Sir, a liberal man. e
has given away more money than any man in
England. There may be a little vanity mixed
but he has shown, that meney is not his first ob-
Jeet."(!) BosweLL. * Yet Foote used to say of him,
(1) Miss Hawkins says, *¢ At Hamptos, and in its neizhbour-
hood, Mr. and Mes, (fv;rick took the rank of the mobloase —
every thing was in taste, and his establishment distingunshed
-—he drove four horses when going to town.” She adds the
following lively description of his personal appearance: ¢ [sce
him now in a dark blue coat, the button-holes bound with gold,
a small cocked hat laced with gold, his waistcoat very open, and
.his countenance never at rest, and, indeed, seldom his person;
for, in the relaxation of the country, he gave way to all his na-

tural volatility, and with my father was perfectly at ease, some-
times sitting on a table, and then, if he say my brothers at &

un
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that he walked out with an intention to do a gener-
ous action ; but, turning the cofner of a staeet, he
wet with the ghostgef a holf-penny, which fright-
ened him.” Jomwsow. “Why, Sir, that is very
true tao; for I never knew a man of whom it could
be said with less certainty ‘to-day, whaet be will
do to-morrow, than Garrick ; it depends so much
on his humour at the time.” Scorr. “I am glad
to hear of his liberality. He has been represented
ay very saving.” Jomwnsown, “With his domestic
saving we have nothing to do. I/ remember drink-
ing tea with im long ago, when Peg Woffington
made it, and he grumbled at her for making it too
strong. (1) He had then begun to feel money in
his purse, and did not know when he should have
enough of it.” (2)

On the subject of wealth, the proper use of it,

—

distance on the lawn, shooting off ike an arrow ovt of a bow in
a sprrited chiase of them rovund the garden. T remumber —when
ny father, having me 1 his hand, met hom on the commns,
riding his preity pony— his moving iy comgmion by Luncuting
the misery of being summoncd to town in hot weather (1 think
August) to play before the King of Denmark. 1 thougtt him
sincere, and his case pitiable, il my {ather assured me that he
was in reality very well pleased, and that what he groaned at ax
labour, was an honour paid to his talents.  'The natural expres-
sion of his countenance was far trom placidity, I confess I was
afraid of him; more so than I was of Johusom whot I knew
not to be, nor could s%t;pow he ever would be thought to be, an
axtraordinary man.  Qarrick had a frown and spoke {mpefu-
esusly,  Johnson wus slow and kind in his way to childsen,” v
Memoirs, vol. i, p. 21. —C.

{1) When Johnson told this Vttle anecdote to Sir Joshus
Kihioldh. he mentioned a circumstance which he omitted to-
day: — « Why," saié Garrick, *it Ig as red a4 blood.”

{2) The generesity of Davad Garrick to the Jate Mr. Beren-
ger (sec Vol. 111 p. 83. ), who bad fallen intg distress by wit or
oy
Bes

igence, was as memorable. Hesent'him back bis
J00. with & donation of’ g bank note of 300/, —Trens,
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and the effects of ‘that art which is cafled economy,
he observed, 1t is wonderful §6 think how men of
very large estates not onty spend their yearly incomes,
but are often actually in want of money. It is clear
they have not value®for what they spend. Lord
Shelburne told me, that a man of high rank,
who looks into his own affairs, may have all that
be ought to have, all that can be of any use, or
appear with any advantage, for five thousand pounds
a year. Theref&e, a great proportion must go in
waste ; and indeed, this is the casc with most peo-
ple, whatever their fortune is.” Boswern. «I
hinve no doubt, Sir, of this. But how is it? What
is waste?” Jomanson. ¢ Why; Sir, breaking bot-
tles, and a thousand other things. Waste cannot
be accurately told, though we are sensible how de-
structive it is. Economy on the one hand, by
which a certain income is made to waintain a
man genteelly, and waste on the other, by which,
on the same income, another man lives shabbily
cannot be defined. It is a very nice thing; as one
man wears his coat out much sooner than another,
we cannot tell how.”

We talkegt of war. Jonnson. “Every man
thinks meanly of htmself for not having been a sul-
diet, or not having been at sca.” Boswerv. « Lord
Mansfield does not.” Jouwnson. * Sir, if Lord
Mansficld were in a company of general officers
and admirals who have been in service, he would
shrink ; he'd wish to creep under the table.” Bos-
WELL. % No; he'd think he eould ¢ry them all”
YoHNSON. “ Yes, if he could catch them: but

« HS
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they'd try him much sooner. No, Sir; were So-
crates and Charles the Twelfth of Sweden both
present in any company, and Socrates to say, ¢ Fol-
* low me, and hear a lecture in philosophy;’ and
Charles, laying his hand ok his sword, to say,
¢Follow me, and dethrone the Czar,” a man would
be ashamed to follow Socrates. Sir, the impression
is universal; yet it is strange. As to the sailor,
when you look down from the quarter-deck to the
space below, you see the utmost ext-emity of human
misery ; such crowding, such filth, such stench!”
BosweLL. “Yet sailors are happy.” Jonwysoxw.
“They are happy as brutes arc happy, with a piece
of fresh meat — with the grossest scnsuality. But,
Sir, the profession of soldiers and sailors kas the
dignity of danger. Mankind reverence those who
have got over fear, which is so general a weakness.”
ScorT. “But is not courage mechanical, and to
be acquired ?” JomnsoN. “Why yes, Sir, in a
collective sense. Soldiers consider themselves only
as part of a great machine.,” Scorr. “We find
people fond of being sailors.” Jorsson. « I cannot
account for that, any more than I ean account for
othey strange perversions of nmagmatmn. His ab-
horrence of the profession of a sailor was uniformly
violent; but in conversation he always exalted the
profession of a soldier. And yet I have, in my
large and various collection of his writings, & letter
to an eminent friend, in which he expresses himself
thus : —“ My godson called on me lately. Heis
,mry and :ahonally weary, of a military life. If
‘you can place him in some other state, I think you
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may increase his h¥ppiness, and secure his virtues..
A soldier’s time is padsed in distress and danger, or '
in idleness and corruption.”” . Such was his cool
reflection in his study ; but whenever he was warmed
acd animated by the peesence of company, he, like
other philosophers, whose minds are impregnated
with poetical fancy, caught the common cnthusi-
asm for splendid renown.

He talked of Mr. Charles Fox, of whose abilities
he thought highly, but observed, that he did not
talk much at our Glub. I have heard Mr. Gibbor
remark, ¢ that Mr. Fox could not be afraid of Dr.
Johnson; yet he certainly was very shy of saying
any thing in Dr. Johnson's presence.” Mr. Scott
now yuoted what was said of Alcibiades by a Greek
poet, to which Johnson assented. (})

He told us, that he had given Mrs. Montagu a
catalogue of all Danicl Defoe’s works of imagin-
ation ; most, if not all of which, as well as of his
other works, he now emumerated, allowing a con-
siderable share of merit to a man, who, bred a
tradcsmtm, had written so vanously and so well.
Indeed, his “ Robinson Crusoe” is enough of itself
to establish his reputation.

He expres8ed great indignation at the imposture
of the Cock-lane ghost, and related, with much.
satisfaction, how he had assisted in detecting the

(1) Dr. Kesrney, Archdeacon of Raphoe, remarks, that “ Mr.
Boswell S mnemory must here have deceived him'; and that Mr.
SCDtt'- observation must have been, that ¢ Mr. Fox, in the in«

mentioned, might be cousidered as the reverse of Phaaz;’
O{evhom.u Plutarch relates in the Life of Alcibiades, Eupohl
;anzﬁ?d“"%ltumhmtm,mdyn is Do

"4
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cheat, and had publisbed an diecount of it in the
vewspapers. Upon this subject I inesutiously of-
fended him, by pressing him with too many ques-
tions, and he showed his displeasure. I apologised,
saying, that « I asked questfous in order to be in-
structed and entertained ; I repaired eagerly to the
fountain; but that the moment he gave me a hint,
the moment he put a lock upon the well, T desisted.”
“ But, Sir,” said he, “ that is forcing one to do a
disagreeable thing:” and he confinued to rate me.
“ Nay, Sir,” said I, “ when yofl have put a lock
upon the well, so that I ean no longer drink, do not
make the fountain of your wit play upon me aud
wet me.”

He sometimes could not bear being teaced with
questions. I was once present when a gentleman (1)
asked so many, as, ¥ What did you do, Sir?”
“ What did you say, Sir?” that he at last grew en-
raged, and said, “ I will not be put to the question.
Don’t you consider, Sir, that these are pot the man-
ners of a gentleman? I will not be baited with
whkat aud why ; what is this? what is that? why js
a cow’s tail long? why is a fox's tail bushy ?” The
gentleman, who was a good deal out of gountenanee,
said, “ Why, Sir, you are so good, that I venture to
trouble you.” Jounsox. « Sir, my being so good
is no reason why you should be so i#.” -

Talking of the Justitin bulk at Woolwich, in
wiich criminals were punished; by being confined
taIabour, he daid, “ I do not ace that they are pu-

,mished by this: they must have worked ecally, had

fn Thiswusuppmodtobe Boswell hizaself, »= C.
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they never been gullty of stealing.  They now only
work ; so, after all, ﬁley have gained; what they
stole is clear gain to them; the confinement iz no-
thing. Every man who works is confined: the
siuith to his shop, the gailor to his garret.” Bos-
winl. ¢ And Lord Mansfield to his court.” Jonx-
*suv. “Yes, Sir.  You know the notion of confine-
ment may be extended, as in the song, ¢ Every
island is a prison.”  There is in Dodsley’s collection
a copy of verses tq the author of that song. (V)

Swith's Latin vesses on Poeocke, the great tra-
veller (), were .mentioned. He repeated some of
them, and said they were Smith’s best verses.

He tatked with an uncommon animation of tra-
velling into distant countries; that the mind was
enlarged by i, and that an acquisition of diguity
of character was derived from it. He expressed a
particular enthusiasm with reapect to visiting the
wall of China. I catched it for the moment, and
said I really helieved I should go and see the wall
of China had I not children, of whom it was my
duty to take care. * Sir,” said he, “ by doing so,
you would do what would be of importance in rais-

(1) 1 have in %3in examined Dodsley’s Collection for the
verses here referred tu. The song beﬂns with the words, ** Wel.
come, welcome, brother debtor.” — M. — It is in Ritson’s Col-

, Yok di. p. 108, — C.

(2) Bmith's verses are on Edward Pococke, the Qriental
Iﬁ:ﬂmt: he travelled, it is true ; but Dr. Richard Pococke, late
Bishop of Ossory, who published Travels through the East, i
uspally celled the grvat traveller, — KeAuNEY. — Edward
cocke was_Canon of Christelmreh and Hebrew Professor in
Ozford. The two Pocockes flourished just 3 century apart;

the ane, Edward, being born in 1604 ; * Richard, in 1704 =
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ing your children to eminence.+ There would be a

ustre reflected upon them froan your spirit and cu-
riosity. They would be at all times regarded as the
children of a man who had gone to view the wall
of China. I am serious, Sirg’

When we had left Mr. Scott’s, be said, ¢ Will you
go home with me¢” * Sir,” said I, ** it is late; but
I'l go with you for thrce minutes.” Jornsox.
“Or four” We went to Mrs. Williams’s room,
where we found Mr. Allen the pripter, who was the
landlord of his house in Bolf-court, a worthy,
obliging man, and his very old acquaintance; and
what was exceedingly amusing, though he was of a
very diminutive size, he used, even in Johnson's
presence, to imifate the stately periods and slow
and solemn utterance of the great man. 1 1his
evening bousted. that although I did not write what
is called stenography, or short-hand, in appropriaied
characters devised for the purpose, 1 had a method.
of my own of writing half-words, and leaving out
some altogether, so as yet to keep the substance and
language of any discourse which I had heard so
much in view, that I could give it very completely
soon after I had taken it down. He defied me, as
he had once defied an actual short-hand writer ; and
he made the experiment by reading slowly and dis-
tinctly a part of Robertson’s ¢ History of Awmnerica,”
while I endeavoured to write it in my way of taking
notes. It was found that I had it very imperfectly
the eonclusion(') from which was, ‘that its ex-

{1} This is 0dd ressoning. Mot readers would have come
40 the more obvious conclusion, that Boswell had failed in his
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cellence was principally owing to a studied arrange-
ment of words, which could not be varied or
abridged without an essential injury.

On Sunday, April 12,, 1 found him at home be-
fore dinner ; Dr. Dodd'gpoem, entitled « Thoughts
in Prison,” was lying upon his table. This appear-
ing to me an extraordinary effort by 2 man who was
in. Nowgate for a capital crime, I was desirous to
hear Johmson's opinion of it: to my surprise, he
told me he had not gead a line of it. I took up the
book and read uwepassage to him.  Jouxssow.
¢ Pretty well, if you are previously disposed to like
them.” I read another passage, with which he was
better pleased. He then took the book into his
own hands, and having looked at the prayer at the
end of it, he sndl, * What cridence is there that this
was composed the night before he suffered? fdo
not believe it.” He then read aloud where he prays
for the king, &c. and observed, ¢ Sir, do you think
that a man, the night before he is to be hanged,
aares for the suceession of a royal family 7 Though,
he may have composed this prayer then. A man
who has been eabting all his life, may cant to the
last. And yet a man who has been refused a par-
don after so thuch petitioning, would bardly be
praying thus fervently for the king."(')

misunderstood his own apbreviations. — C.
(1) 1t does not seam consistent that Johnson should have thus
spoken of one, in the mncerity of whose repentance be bad s



108 LIFE OF JOHNSON. 1778,

He; and I, and Mrs. Williarks, went to dine with
the Reverend Dr.Fercy. Talking of Goldsmith,
Johnson said, he was very envious. 1 defended
bim, by observing, that he owned it frankly upon all
ocoasions. JouNson. “ Sty you are enforcing the
charge. He had so much envy, that he could not
conceal it. He was so full of it, that he overflowed.
He talked of it, to be sure, often enough. Now,
Sir, what a man avows, he is not ashamed to think ;
though many a man thinks wha. he is ashamed to
avow. We are all envious natdrally ; but by check-
ing envy, we get the better of it. So we are all
thieves maturally; a child always tries to get at
what it wants the nearest way : by good instruction
and good habits this is cured, till a man has not
even an inclination to seize what is another's; has
no struggle with himself about it.”

And here I shali record a scene of too mueh heat
between Dr. Johnson and Dy, Percy, which I should
have suppressed, were it not that it gave occasion
to display the truly tender and benevolent heart ot
Johnson, who, as soon as he foungd a friend was at
all hart by any thing which he had « said in his_
wrath,” was not only prompt apd desirous to be re-
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conciled, but exerted himself to make ample repar-
ation. .

Books of travels having been mentioned, Johnson
praiscd Pennant very highly, as he did at Dunvegan,
iu the Isle of Skye. Dr. Percy knowing himself
to be the heir male of the ancient Percies (1), and
having the warmest and most dutiful attachment to
the noble house of Northumberland, could not sit
quictly and hear a man praised, who had spoken
disrespectfully of Alowick Castle and the duke's
pleasure-grounds, egpucially as he thought meanly
of his travels, He therefore opposed Johnson
eagerly. Jounson. ¢ Pennant, in what he has said
of Aluwick (), has done what he intended ; ke bas
wade you very angry.” Perév. « He has said the

¢1) See this accurately stated, and the descent of his family
fiom the Earls of Northumberland clearly deduced, in the Rev.
11, Nash's excellent * History of Worecesershure,” vol, ii. pe 818
"I'he doctor has subjoined a note, in which he says, « The editor
hath seen, and carefully examined the proofs of all the particu-
lars above mentioned, now in the possession of the Rev, Thomas
Perey.” The same proofs 1 have also myself carefully examined,
and have seen some additional proots which have occurred since
the doctor's book was published; and both #s a lawyer accun-
tomerd to the consideration of evidence, and as a genealogist
versed in the study of pedigrees, I am fully satisfied.” I cannot
help ohserving, as a circunistance of no small mowment, that n
trating the lﬁsh of Drgmore's genealogy, essential did was
@iven by the late Mizabeth Duchesy of Northumberland, heiress
of that illustrious house; a lndy not only of high dignity of
spirit, such as became her noble bl but of excellent under-
:!t'uenﬁmg nn::f l;:arly tnle?ts. With a fair pride I can l;_om}tu 315

onour 's correspondence, specimens of whi

adorn my nchim.vm oor ®

(2) [« At Alnwick ne remsins of chivalry are perceptible,
ro resuectable train of attendants; the ﬁlr‘:;{ure and gardens
loconsistent, and nothing, except the numbers of unindustrious

poor at the castle, i i
Cabew, mip-d]myone ides of its former circum~
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garden is trim, which is repriscating it like a citi-
zen's parterre, whea the tfuth is, there is a very
large extent of fine turt and gravel walks.” Jomx-
SON. “ According to your own account, Sir, Pen-
nant is right. It i¢ trim. gHere is grass cut close,
and gravel rolled smooth. Is not that trim? The
extent is nothing against that; a mile may be as
trim as a square yard. Your extent puts me in
-~ ind of the citizen’s enlarged dinner, two picces of
.oast-beef, and two puddings. (/) There is no va-
riety, no mind exerted in layimg out the ground, no
trees.”’  Percy. “ He pretends to give the natural
history of Northumberland, and yet takes no notice
of the immense number of trees planted there of
late.”  Jomnson. “'That, Sir, bas nothing to do
with the natural history; that is ¢ieil history. A
man who gives the nataral history of the cak. is not
to tell how many oaks have been planted in this
place or that. A man who gives the naturat history
of the cow, is not to tell how many cows arc mitked
et Islington. The animal is the same whether
milked in the Park or at Iolington.” Percy. « Pen-

(1) It is observable that the same llustration of the same
s1tject is to be found in the Herowe Epistte 10 Sir Willuan
{ hambers; — M

¢ For what is nature ¥ —ring ber <hanges round,
Hier three flar notes s water, plants, and ground;
Prolong the peal, yo, lmiu of all your elatter,
The tediour chime ie wtil) ground, plants, ot water.
Ho when svmr Jokn his dull invention racks
T tival Boodle's dinners ar Alwack’s,
Theoc unrouth legs of mutton shack our eyes
Three rossted geewe, three butter'd apple pies.”

The Heroic Epise had appenced in 1778; 30 that Johnson no
Soubt burrowed the idea that spirited and pungent satire
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nant does not desdribe well; a carrier who goes
wlong the side of Lschlomond would deseribe it
better.,”  Jonnson. “1 think be describes very
well.” Prrey. «T travelled after him.” Jounsox.
“ And I travelled aftep him.” Percy. ¢ But, my
good friend, you are ziort-sightud, und do not see
so will as T do.” 1 wondered at Dr. Perey's ven-
turins thus.,  Dr. Johinson said nothing at the time;
but inflammable particles were collecting for a cloud
to hurst.  [na littde while Dr. Perey said something
more in disparagegnent of Pennant. Jornsox
(pointe dly ).+ This is the resentment of a narrow
mind, becanse he did not find every thing in North-
nmberland,”  Pexcy (fecling the stroke). ¢ Sir,
vou may be as rude as you please.” Jonnsox.
« Hold, Sir!® Don’t talk of rudcness: remember,
Nir, you told me,” pufling hard with passion strug-
gling for a vent. © 1 was short-sighted.  We have
dome with civility. We are to be as rude as we
pleasc.”  Prrey. © Lpon my honour, Sir. 1 did not
mean to he uneivik”  Jorxson. * I cannot say so,
Sir; for 1 did mean to be uncivil, thinking you had
heen uneivil”  Dr. Perey rose, ran up to him, and
Geking kim by the hand, assared him affectionntely
that his meafing had been misunderstoold upon
which a reconeiliation instautly took place. . Jonx-
SoN. “ My dear Sir. T am willing you shall kang
Pennant.”  Prrey (msuming the former sub-
jeet). « Pennant complains that the helmet is not
hung out to invite to the hall of hospitality. Now
L never heard that it was o custom to Lang out @
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helme”(') Jomwsow. * Hang him up, hang him
up.” Bosweri (humowmring the joke). * Hang
out his skull instead of a helmet, and yoon may
drink ale out of it in yoor hall of Odin, as he is
your enemy ; ‘that will be h'gly ancient,  Zhere will
be ¢ Northern Aptiquities.’ “(2) Jouwnson. « lle's
& whig, Siv; a sad dog,” smiling at his own vinlent,
expressions, merely for political difference of
opinion: “ but he's the best traveller 1 ever read ;
he observes more things than any one else does.”

I covld not help thinking thgt this was too high
praise of a writer who traversed a wide extent of
country imsuch haste, that he could put together
only eurt frittered fragments of his own, and after-
wards procared supplemental intelligence from pa-
rochial ministers, and others not theshest qualified
or most partial narrators, whose ungenerous pre-
judice against the house of Stuart glares in misre-
presentation ; a writer, who at best treats werely of
superficial objects, and shows no philosvphical in-
vestigation of character and manuvrs, such as John-
son bas exhibited in his mastirly # Journey” over
vart of the same ground ; sud who, it should seem
from a desire of ingratiating himself with the Scotch,
has fattered the pepple of North Britain so ivordi-
Mmd'ithlo litde discrimination, that the

1) ue:‘mwy & custous, 88 appears ﬁ:m the fullowmg‘
Bl el om0 ek 5 i, g0 o0 I

2 Entriseen!
wm Taur progien,” e, M:':th ~

1) l‘huﬂ-duwwgmm '
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anl candid amongst them must be dige
.gusted, while they value mor¢ the plain, just, yet
kindly report of Jolmson.
Having iwpartially censsred Mr. Pennant, as
& traveller in Scotlapd, let me allow hm, from
anthorities much er than mine, us deserved
praise as an able zoologist ; and let me also, from
sy own understanding and feelings, acknowledge
the merit of his « London,” which, though eaid to
be not quite accurate in some particulars, is one of
the most pleasinggtopographical performanoes that
ever appeared in any language. Mr. Pennant, like
jis countrymen in general, has the true spirit of &
As a proof of it, I shall quote from his
& London” the passage in which he speaks of my
illustrions friend.
* I must by no means omit Bolt Court, the Jong
residence of Dr. Samuel Joh;zm.ia mgn of the m;‘g
sbilities, eatning, & most retentive
mcym“::‘f the deepmm::d mostng’nnﬁ’ected plety and
morality, mingled with those numerous weakuessah avid
prejudices, which his friends have Lindly tken cére
5 draw from their dread sbode. (') I brought on my.
walf his tranafent anger;, by abserving that in his tour in
Scotland, he onge had long spd woful experitpoe of gam
being the fod of mew in Scotland, #s they were of
fn Ehgland, It was a national reflection un-
worthy of him, and I shet my bolt. In tirn he gave

o ia the comman clog gnit ﬁw‘g
mﬁqmﬂfhﬂn&h&’%&nq‘ L-@ﬁ%

VoL, vix, 1

&
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me & tender hug.(1). Con amord he ofio ssid of me,
¢ The dog i3 6 Whig.’ (1) I admired the virtues of Lord
Russell, and pl,ﬁcﬂ‘,!\u fall. I should have been a W]ug
at the Revolntidn There have been perivds since in
which I should have beed, what I now am, a moderate
Tory, a supporter, as far as§my little influence ex-
tends, of a well-poised balance hetween the crown and
the people ; but should the scale preponderate against
the salus populi, that moment may it be said, ¢ The
‘dog's a Whig!"”

We had a calm after the storm, staid the evening
and supped, and were pleasant #hd gay. But Dr.
Percy told me he was very uneasy at what hed
passed, for there was a gentleman there who was
acquainted with the Northumberland family, to
whom he hoped to have appearcd more respectable,
by showing how intimate he was with Dr. Johnson,
and who might now, on the contrary, go away with
an opinion to his disadvantage. He begged I
would mention this to Dr. Johnson, which I after-
wards did. His observation upon it was, « This
‘comes of stratagem ; had he told me that he wished
to appear to advantage before that gentleman, he
should have been at the top of the house all the
time.” He spoke of Dr. Percy in thg handsomest
mwanner. * Then, Sir,” said I, « may I be allowed
to suggest a mode by which you may effectually
.egtnteract any unfavourable report of 'hlt passed?

i Dﬁ)&m 'y & Jeumq o: tb‘;d Wdezuvhhnh;
v ade article, oaf
& 8 edition, — Easnans, = Yere

%" 3. See w.mm Jmmul {mﬁ. \MJV. p.lﬁ >
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I will write a letter’to you upon the subject of the
unlucky contest of that day, and you will be kind
crough to put in writing, as an answer to that
letter, what you have now said, and as Lord Perey
is to dine with us at @General Paoli's soon, 1 will
take an opportunity to read the correspondence in
his lordship’s presence.” This friendly scheme was
accordingly carried into execution without Dr. Per-
cy'’s knowledge. Johnson's letter placcd Dr. Percy's
unquestionable merit in the fairest point of view,
and I contrived that Lord Percy should hear the
correspondence, by introducing it at General Paoli's
8s an instance of Dr. Johnson’s kind disposition
towards onc in whom his lordship was interested.
Thus evcry unfavourable impression was cbviated
that could possibly have been made on those by
whom he wished mobt to be regarded. I breakfastcd
the day after with him, and informed him of m)
scheme, and its happy completion, for which he
thanked mo in the warmest terms, and was highly
delighted with Dr. Johnson's letter in his praise, of
which I gave him a copy. He said, “1 would
rather have this than degrees from all the uni-
versitics in Europe. It will be for me, and my
children, and’grandchildren.” Dr. Johnson having
aftcrwards asked me if I had given him a copy of
it, and being told I had, was offended, and nsisted
that I should get it back, which I did. As, how-
ever he did not desire me to destroy either the
original or the copy, or forbid me to let it be secn,
1 thiuk .myself at Liberty to apply to it his general
declaration to me concerning his own letters,  That
1 2
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he did not choose they should be published in his
life-time ; but had no chjectidn to their appearing
after his death.” J shall therefore insert this kindly
-torrespondence, having faithfully narrated the cir-
.enmstances accompanying ity '

Lerres 319. FROM MR. BOSWELL.

“ My pear S, — I beg leave te address you in
behalt' of our friend Dr. Perey, who was much hurt by
what you ssid to him that day we dined av his house
(April 12.): when, in the course *of the dispute as to
Pennant’s merit as a traveller, you told Percy that ¢ he
had the resentment of a narrow mind against Pennant,
because he did not find every thing in Northumberland.’
Perey is sensible that you did not mean to injure him ;
but he is vexed to think that your behaviour to him on

. that occasion may be interpreted as a proof that he
is despised by you, which I know ix not the case. 1
have told him, that the charge of being narrow minded
was only as to the particular point in question ; and that
he had the merit of heing & martyr to his noble family.

 Earl Percy is to dine with General Pacli next
Friday ; and I should be sincerely glad to have it m
my power to satisfy his lordship how well you think of
Dr. Percy, who, I find, apprehends that your good
opinion of him may be of very essentia] consequence ;
and who assures me that he has the highest respect and
the warmest affection for you.
; ¢ 1 have only to add, that my mggemng this. oc-
~casion for the exercise of your candour anid generosity is
aliogether unknown to Dr. Percy, and proceeds from
.w'll mmh him, asid my persusiion that you
wivu ¥ to do him an’ essential kindvess. -1 am,
wigte ‘sbd ‘more; my dear Sir, your most felthful-and
affectionate himble servant, Jasoe Boswess.”
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Lrrensso. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.

« April 23. 1778.

¢ Sin, — The debate between Dr. Purcy and me is
one of those foolish cyutroversies which begin upon
s question of which neither party cazes how it is de-
¢ided, and which is, ncvertheless, continued to acri-
mony, by the vanity with which cvery man resists con-
futation. Dr. Percy’s warmth proceeded from a cause
which, perhaps, dous hin more honour than he could
have derived fiom juster critiism. His abhorrence of
Pennant proceeded from his opinion that Pennant had
wantonly and indecently censured his patron. 1lis
anger made him resolve, that, for having been once
wrong, he never should be right. Pennant has much
in hir notions that I do not like ; but still I think him
a very inteliigent traveller.  If Percy is really oftended,
I am sorry ; for he is & man whoin I never knew to
offend any one. He is a man very willing to learn, and
very able to teach; a man, out of whose company I
pever go without hving learned something. It is sure
that he vexes me sometimes, but I am afraid it is
by making me fecl my own ignorance. So much ex-
twension of mind, and s0 much minute accuracy of
inquiry, if yon survey your whole circle of acquaintance,
you will find so scarce, if you find it at all, that you
will value Percy by comparison. Lord Hailes is some-
what Jike hin?: but Lord Hailes does oot, perhaps, go
beyond him in research; snd I do not know that ha
equals him in elegance, Peroy's attention to poetxy has
given grace and lplendour to hu studies of antiquity.
A mere antiquarian ia,

 Upen the whole, i:: Bee tlut what 1 might say in
sport or petulance to is very consistent with full
eonviction of his merit. Im,h-rsu,ywrmom

. Bax. Jomxaow.”

3
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Lavrse221. FROM MR, BOSWELL TO DR. PERCY,

% South Audley Street, April 25.

¢ Duear Sir, — I wrote 10 Dr. Johnson on the sub.
ject of the Pennantian controvegsy ; and have received
from hitn an answer which wilt delight you. I read it
yesterday to Dr. Robertson, at the Exhibition ; and at
dinner to Lord Percy, General Oglethorpe, &e. who
dined with ue at General Pacli’s ; who was also & wit.
ness to the high festimony to your honour. -

* General Paoli desires the favour of your company
next Tuesdsy to dinner, to meet Dr.Uohneon. If I can,
1 will call on you to-day. I am, with sincere regard,
your most obedient humble servant,

James Boswewrn. ()

ot Wi oo 1 Hiy elaive b D Jalmmans sy b

; in justice to him, I think it proper to add, that the
account of the foregning conversation, and the syl

trana.
eeraiomet, has been gven:to the public withowt provious e
mention as been given to publi COMDe
munication with his lordship. .
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CHAPTER IV.
1778,

« Chapter concerning Snakes."—Styles in Painting ani!
Writing. — Grorge Steevens. — Lusury. — Ihfferenr
Governmenls.~— Marcaronic Virses.— Cookery Books
o Incquality of We Seves. — Digrees of Happiness
— Soame Jenyns's ¢ Intrrnal K idence.” — Courage
w— Friendship.— Fres Will— Mandecille.—*¢ Privaly
Vices public Bencfits.”” — Ilannah More, — Mason's
Prosecution of Mr. Murray the Bovhseller.—Fear of
Denth. — Annillotion.— Future State of Existence
—Wesley's Ghost Story.— Jane Harry~— Change of
Religion. — Mrs. Knowies.

Ox Monday. April 13., I dined with Johoson at
Mr. Langton's, where were Dr. Porteus, then Bishop
of Chester, afterwards of London, and Dr. Stinton.(?)
He was at first in a very silont mood. Bcfore dinner
be said nothing but < Pretty baby,” to one of the
children. Langton said very well to me afterwards.
that be could repeat Dr. Johnson's conversation
before dinner, as Johnson bad said that he comd
rcpeat a somplete chapter of ** The Natural Historv
of Iceland,” from the Danish of Horrebow, toe
whole of which was exactly thus : —

(1) Dr. Stinton hisd been Dr. Portens's fellow chaplain to
Arch Seckar; and of
ot bishop 3 na—&:ﬂhguhﬁ-m
3
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¢
# Chap, LXX1I. — Concerning Snaker,

¢ "There are no snakes tv be met with throughous the
whole island.”

At dinner we taltked of another mode in the
newspapers of giving modern characters in sentences
from the classics, aud of the passage —

« Parcus deorum cultor, et infrequens,
Insanientis dum sapientie
Consultus erro, nunc retrorsim
Vela dare, atque lm:rscumn

Cogor relictos," (1)
being well apphed to Soame Jenyns; who, after
having wandered in the wilds of infidelity, had re-
turned to the Christian faith. Mr. Langton asked
Johnson as to the propriety of saprentie consultus.
Jounson, ¢ Though consultus was primanly an
adjective, like amicus it came to be used as & sub-
stantive, So we have Juris consultus, 8 consult in
law.”

We talked of the styles of different painters, and
how certainly a connoisseur could distinguish them,
I asked if there was as clear a difference of styles in,
language as in pamtmg, or cvex as in lund-wntmg,
so that the composition of every individual may be
distingwished ? Jounsox. “Yes. Those who have
a style of eminent excellence, such as Dryden and
Milbom, ean always be distinguished.” I had no

me and prayer,
"‘% amza,...
Yo 1&** agpon)
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doubt of this; buf what I wanted to know was,
whether there was roally a peculiar style to every
man whatever, as there is certainly a peculiar hand-
writing, a peculiar countenance, not widely different
in many, yet always enough to be distinctive : —

[

facies non ommbus una,
Nec diversa tamen.’
The bishop thought not; and said, he supposed that
many pieces in Dodsley’s collection of poeins, though
all very pretty, had nothing appropriated in their
style, and in thateparticular could not be at all
distinguished. Jonnson. “ Why, Sir, I think every
man whatever has a peculiar style. which may be
discovered by mice examination and comparicon
with others : but a man must write a great deal to
make his style obviously discernible. As logicians
say, thia appropriation of style is infinite in po-
testate, limited in actu.”
Mr. Topham Beaucterk eame in the evening, and
he and Dr. Johnson and I staid to supper. It was
mentioned that Dr. Dodd (1) had once wished to be

05.') Mus Reynolds and_Sir J. Hawkins doubted whether
Johnson had ever been in Dodd s company; but Johnson told
Boswell (aned, Vol. V1, p.276. ) that « he once been.”
have now before we a letter, dated n 1750, from Dr, Dodd to
lus friend the Rev, Mr. Parkhurst, the lexicographer, mention-
ing thiy mecting ; and hus aoovtint, at that day, of the rsn with

he Jumurd » correspondence, is

-t

was to have so painful

Interostimg dnd ouions: —
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a member of the Lrrerany Cibs. Jouwson. « I
should be sorry if any of odr Club were hanged.
I will not say but some of them deserve it.”(1)
BeavcLerk (supposing this to be aimed at per-
sons (2) for whom he had ot thet time a wonderful
fancy, which, however, did not last long) was ir-
ritated, and eagerly said, ¢ You, Sir, have a friend (%)
{baming him) who deserves to be hanged ; for he
speaks behind their backs against those with whom
he lives on the best terms, and attacks them in the
newspapers, He certainly ought to be Ricked.”
JouxnsoN. ¢ Sir, we all do this in some degree:
¢ Veniam petimus damusgue vicissim.! To be sure
it may be done so much, that a en may deserve to
be kicked.” BeaucLerk. ¢ Ileis very malignant.”
Jouxnson. ¢« No, Sir, he is not malignant. He is
mischievous, if you will. Ile would do no man an
essential injury; he may, indeed, love to make
sport of people by vexing their vanity. I, however,
once knew an old gentleman who was absolutely
malignant. He really wished evil to others, and
rejoiced at it.” BosweLr. ¢ The gemleman, Mr.

towhatpmu COMPARY, nndmenloohlikcn Ppossessed b
u" Ihlwhzmrdemn; on him 1 saw hm’

m aman I’M univeménd surprinng gond m humself par.

(1) See note, Vol, VI. p. 235,

Probadbly Mr. Fox, Lord Spenser, Mr, Burk some
A e e e
o
mﬂlmbebn‘pd. &4

(8}ﬂomuaw-wm(m3ohm enl:
mw whom such A
zu:hﬂyumn(}aﬁekaﬁm Arthur M

Mem, is 38 = C\




Xzar. 69. GEORGE STERVERNS — LUXURY, 128

Beauclerk, against whom you are so violent, is, I
know, » man of godd principles.” BeAUucCLLRK.
¢ Then he does not wear them out in practice.”

Dr. Johnson, who, as I have observed before, de-
lighted in discriminatiqn of character, and having a
masterly hnowledge of human nature, was willing
to take men as they are, imperfect, and with a mix-
ture of good and bad quahties, I suppose thought
he had said cnough in defcnce of his friend, of
whose merits, notwithstanding his exgeptionable
points, he had a jugt value : and added no more on
the subjcet.

On Tucsday, April 14.,1 dined with him at General
Oglethorpe’s, with Genceral Paoli and Mr. Lang-
ton. General Oglethorpe declamed aganst luxury.
Jounson. ¢« Depend upon it, Sir, cvery state of
socicty is as luxurious as it can be. Men always
take the best they can get.” OoLrTHOUPE. ¢ But
the best depends much upon ourselves; and if we
can be as well satisfied with plain things, we are in
$he wrong to accustom our palates to what is hgh
seasoned and cxpencive. What says Addison in his
¢ Cato,’ speaking of the Numidian ?

¢ Coarve are his meals, the fortue of the chase;

Amud the'running stream he slakes hus thirst,

Tonls all the day, and at the approach of mght,

On the first fnendly bank he throws him down,

Or rests his head upon & rock till morn;

Sy

Blesses his stars, and m: lnmg'y.'
Let us have that kind of luyury, Sir, if you will.”
Jouwnsox. ¢ But hold, Sir; to be merely satisfled
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is not enough. It is in roﬁnemont and elegance
that the civilised man ditfers ‘from the savage, A
great part of our industry, and all our ingenuity, is
exerciscd in procrring pleasure; and, Sir, a hungry
man has not the same pleaguwe in cating a plain
dinner, that a hungry man in cating a luxurious
dinner. You see I put the case fairly. A hungry
wan may have as much, nay, more pleasure in eating
8 plain dinner, than a man grown fastidious has in
eating a lugurious dinner. But I suppose the man
who decides between the two dipners to be equally
a hungry man.”

Talking of the different governments,—JoHNsON.
% The more contracted power is, the more casily it
is destrayed. A country governed by a despot is
an inverted cone. Government there cannot be so
firm as when it rests upon a broad basis gradually
contracted, as the government of Great Britain,
which is founded on the parliament, then is in
the privy council, then in the king.” Boswerr.
«Power, when contracted into the person of a despot,
may be easily destroyed, as the prince may be cut
off. 8o Caligula wished that the people of Rome
had but one neck, that he might cut them off ata
blow.” OgLeETmORPE. * It was of ‘the senate he
wished that.(!) The senate by its usurpation con-
trolled both the emperor and the people. And
don t you think that we see too much of that in our
own parliament ?”

Bt e
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Dr. Johnson endeayoured to trace the etymology
of Maccaronic verses, which he thought were of
Italien invention, from Maccaroni; but on being
informed that this would infer that they were the
most common and easy; verses, maccaroni being the
most ordinary and simple food, he was ut a loss; for
he said, * Jle rather should have supposed it to im-
port in its primitive signfication, a composition of
several things; (1) for Maccaronie verses are verses
made out of a mixture of differont languages, that
i8, of one languageowith the termination of another.”
I suppose we scarcely know of a language in any
country, where there is any learning, in which that
motley ludicrous species of composition may not be
found. It is particularly droll in Low Duteh. The
« Polemo-middinia” of Drummond, of Iawtaorn-
den, in which there is a junible of many languages
moulded, as if it were all in Latin, is well known.
Mr. Langton made us laugh heartily at one in the
Grecian mould, by Joshua Barnes, in which are to
be found such comical Anglo-hellenisms as xavE€€ucy
sBaryfev: they were banged with clubs.

OnWidncesday, April 15,1 dined with Dr.Johnson
at Mr. Dilly’s, and was in high spirits, for I had
been a good part of the morning with Mr. Orme,

pouty denved e . e kbt & & Ao s poston
gumuerhn Coccare, whuse true name was Theophllo F engu)

/74 macaronics, & macaronidus derrvata ; qut muco-

rones sunt quoddgm tum, farma, caseo, burym compagi-

umun.grouum, rusticanum. Ideo macaronica wl nis
dimm ot vocabularzos debet in se continere,’

arton’s Hiﬂ. anag Toct. 1}, 857. Folengo's assamed name

was faken up in consequence of his having been huteucted 1
Ius youth by Virage Coccaio. Ife died 1n 1544, ~= M.
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the able and eloquent historign of Hindostan, who
expressed a great admiration of Jobnson. “ I do
mot care,” said he, ¢ on what subject Johnson talks;
but I love better to*hear him talk than any body.
He either gives you new thqughts, or a new colour-
ing. It is a shame to the nution that he has not
been more liberally rewarded.  Ilad I been George
the Third, and thought as he did about Ameriey, I
would liave given Johnson three hundred a year for
his ¢ Taxation no Tyranny,’ alone.” 1 repeated thiy,
and Johnson was much pleasef with such praise
from such a man as Orme.

At Mr. Dilly’s to-day were Mrs. Knowles (1),
the ingenious quaker lady, Miss Seward the poetess
of Lichfield, the Reverend Dr. Mayo, and the Rev.
Mr. Beresford, tutor to the Duke of Bedford. Be-
fore dimner Dr. Johnson seized upon Mr. Charles
Sheridan’s (2) “ Account of the late Revolution in
Sweden,” and seemned to read it 1avenously, as if he
devoured it, which was to all appearance his method
of studying. ¢ He knows how to read better than
any onc,” says Mrs. Knowles; ¢ he gets at the sub-
stance of a book directly; he tears out the heart of
it.” He kept it wrapt up in the taklecloth in his
lap during the time of ding#r, from an avidity to
have one entertainment in readiness, when he should
have finished another; resembling (if I may use so
coerse a simile) a dog who holds a bone in his paws

(1) See ant?, Vol. V1. p. 198. —C,

elder brother of Ms. Richerd Brunsley Sheriduss
B o 1806, — B0,
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1n reserve, while he cats something else which has
been thrown to him.

The subject of cockery having been very naturally
introduced at a table where Johnson, who boasted
of the niceness of hic,palate, owned that « he al-
ways found a good dinner,” he said, “I could write
a hetter book of cookery than has ever yet been
written ; it should be a book upon philosophical
principles. Pharaaey is now made much more
simple. Cookery may be made so too. A pre-
seription which is 0w compounded of five ingre-
dients, had formerly fifty in it. So in eookery, if
the nature of the ingredients be well known, much
fewer will do.  Then, as you cannot make bad meat
good, I would tell what 1« the best butcher's meat,
the best beef, the best picces; how to choose young
fowls; the proper seasons of diffcrent vegetables;
and then how to roast and boil and compound.”
Dirrv. ¢ Mrs. Glasse's ¢ Cookery,” which is the
best, was written by Dr. Hill, Half the trade (*)
know this.” Jounson. ¢ Well, Sir, this shows
bhow much better the subject of cookery may be
treated by a philosopher. I doubt if the book be
written by Dr. Hill; for, in Mrs. Glasse’s ¢ Cookery,’
which I have looked into, salt-petre and sal-prunlla
are spoken of as different substances, whereas sal-
prunella is only salt-petre burnt on charcoal; and
Hill could not be ignorant of this. However, as the
greatest part of such a book is made by transcrip-

As phyricians ave called the and counsellors at
logz*c prl;;uim. the bookne !mmson are denominated
the trade. Johnson disapproved of these denonunations,
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tion, this mistake may have been carclessly adopted.
But you shall see what a h8ok of cookery I shall
make: 1 shall agree with Mr. Dilly for the copy-
right.” Miss Sewanrp, “ That would be Ilercules
with the distaff indeed.” Jouasson. ¢“No, Madam.
Women can spin very well f but they cannot make
a good book of eookery.”

Jounson, “O! Mr. Dilly —you must know
that an English Benedictine monk (1) at Paris hus
translated ¢ The Duke of Berwick’s Memoirs,’ fromn
the original French, and has sept them to me to sell.
I offered them to Strahan, who sent them back with
this answer ; — ¢ That the first book he had pub-
lished was the Duke of Berwick’s Life, hy which he
had lost; and he hated the name." Now I honestly
tell you that Strehan has refused them; but I alsy
honestly tell you that he did it upon no principle
for he never looked into them.” DiLrLy. ¢ Are
they well translated, Sir?” Jouxson. « Why, Sir,
very well; in a style very current and clear. I have
written 1o the Benedictine to give me an answer
upon two points. What evidence is there that the
letters are authentic? (for if they are not authentie,
they are nothing.) And how long will it be before
the original French is published ?  For if the French
edition is not to appear for a considerable time, the
tranelation will be almost as valuable a5 an original
book. They will make two volumes in eetavo; abd
1 have undertaken to correct every sheet asit comes
from the press.” Mr. Dilly desired to see them, and

s The Abbé Hook.
x)__eA They were published, in 1779, by
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said he would send ror them. Hoe asked Dr. John«
son if he would write 8 preface to them, Jonnsow
¢ No, Sir. The Benedictines were very kind to me,
and I'll do what I undertook to do; but I will not
mingle my name with them. I am to gain nothing
by them. I'll turn theth loose upon the world, and

, let them take their chance.” Dgr. Mavo, ¢ Pray,
8ir, are Ganganelli’s letters awthentic?” JomNsow.
“ No, 8ir. Voltaire put the same questiea to the
editor of them (1) that I did to Maopherson - Where
are the originals?”

Mrs. Knowles aftteted to complain that men had
much more liberty allowed them than women
JounsoN. « Why, Madam, women have all the
liberty they should wish to have. We have all the
labour and the danger, and the women all the ad-
vantage, We go to sea, we build houses, we de
every thing, in short, to pay our court to the women.”
Mgrs. Kxowres, “ The Doctor reasons very wittily,
but not eonvincingly. Now, take the instance of

~byilding : the mason’s wife, if she is ever seen in
liquor, is ruined: the mason may get himself drunk
as often as he pleases, with little loss of tharacter;
vay, may let his wife and children starve.” Jorn-
soN, “ Madsn, you must consider, if the mason
does get lﬁmldfdmnk. and let his wife and children
starve, the parish will oblige him to find seourity for
their saaintenance. We have different modes of re-
Mugevil. Stookd for the mem, & ducking-stool
for womep, and a pound for beasts. If we require

~ generally auprpiosed to bave
" ’me letters. “
YOL, Vil 4
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more perfection from women from ourselves,
it is doing them honour. And women bave not the
pame temiptations that we have; they may always
live in virtnous company; mem must mix in the
world indiseriminately. If a woman has no incli-
mation to do what is wrong, being secured from it
js no restraint to her. I am at liberty to walk into
the Thames ; but if I were to try it, my friends:
mould restrain me in Bedlam, and I should be obliged
to them.” Mgs. Kwowsgs. « Still, Doctor, I can-
not help thinking it a hardship that more indulgence
jo allowed to men than to wombn. It gives a supe-
siority to men, to which I do not see bow they aro
entitled.” Jouwsow. * It is plain, Madam, one or
other must have the superiority. As Shakspeare
says, < If two men ride on a horse, one must ride
behipd.'” Diury. “1suppose, Sir, Mrs. Knowlea
wouyld bave them ride in panniers, ohe on each side.”
Jonwsow. “ Then, Sir, the borse would throw them
‘both.” Mgrs. Knowrss. ¢ Well, I hope that in
another world the sexes will be equal.” BoswsLl.,
# That is being too ambitious, Madam. We might
as well dosite to be equal with the angels. We shalt
all, I hope, be happy in & future state, but we must
not expect to be all happy in the same degree. It
is enough, if we be happy actording to our several
wopapitiop. A worthy carman will gt t0 heaven as
el a0 Bir Imac Newton. Yet, thongh equally
good, they will not hare thesame of hap-
piness” Jomwsox, « Erobebly not” (1)

) e e e Fat Byt e I,
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Upon this subject I had once before sounded him
by mentioning the lafe Reverend Mr., Brown of
Utrecht’s image; that & great and small giaas
though equally foll, 4id not hold an equal quantity ;
which he threw out to refute David Home's saying,
that a little miss, going'%o dance at a ball, in a fine
new dress, was as happy as a great orator, after
having made an eloquent and applauded speech.
After some thought, Johnson said, «I come over
to the parson.” As an instance of coincidence of
thinking, Mr. Dilly fold told me, that Dr. King,
2 late dissenting minister in London, said to him,
upon the happiness in a future state of good men
of different capacities, “ A pail does not hold so
much as a tub ; but, if it be equally fhll, it has no
reason to complain. Every saint in heaven will
have as much happiness as he can hold.” Mr. Dilly
thought this a clear, though a familiar, illustration
of ghe phrase, “One star differeth from another in
brightness.” (1 Cor. xv. 41.)

Dr. Mayo having asked Johnson's opinion of
Soame Jenyns's “ View of the Internal Evidence of
the Christian Religion” — Jouxsow. ¢I think it
a pretty book ; not very theological, indeed; and
there seemns to be an affectation of ease and care-
lessness, as if it were not suitable to his eharactor
to be very sssions about the matter.” Boswrrr.
“ He may have intended this to introduce his book
mwwmm who might be un-

e
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wiling to resd %06 grave a treatise, There 18 a
zen eral levity in the age, We have physicians now
with bag-wige; may we not have airy divines, at
least somewhat less solemn in their appesrance than
shey nsed to be ?” Jorwson. “ Jenyns mean ab
yousay.” BoswzLL. % You fhould like his Mrs.
Knowles, as it maintains, as you friends do, that
courage is not a Christian virtue.” Mrs. Knowres.
“ Yes, indeed, I like him there; hut I cavuot agree
with him that friendship is not a Christian virtuc.”
Jounsow. « Why, Madam, strjetly speaking; be is
right. AR friendship is preferring the interest of
s friend to the peglect, or, perhaps, against the
interest, of others; s0 that an old Greek said, ¢ He
that has friehds has no friend. (') Now, Christianity
recommends gniversal benevolense; to consider
all men 8s our brethren ; which is contrary to the
virtue of friendship, as described by the ancient
philosophers. Surcly, Madam, your sect must ap.
prove of this; for you call all men friends.” Mas.
Knowwzs. «We are commanded to do good to all
men, ¢ but especially to them who are of the house~
hold of faith.'” Jounson. “Well, Madam; tha
houkehold of faith is wide enough.® Mas. Kxowr.es.
“Buf, Doctor, our Saviour had fWelve apustles,
Jet tlitws awas one whom be loved. John was called
* the diseiple whom Jewus loved.'” Jounson (with
eyes spurkling benigumatly). *Very well indeed,
Madam, You have said very well” Boswerr. « A

. *%' iy, o ey - phtdse fraquitily dioted by Dr. Johs
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»

fine application: .Pray, Sir, had you ever thought
of it? " Jouwsen. “Ihad not, Sir.”

From this pleasing wubject, ke, I know net how
or why, made a sadden trensi to O apon
which he fwas & violent aggressors for he said, *¥
am willing 0 love all dankind, ezoept un Asers-

* amd his inflammable corruption bhursting
into horrid fire, he “ breathed out threatenings and
slanghter;” calling them % rascals, rabbers, pirates,”
and exclaiming, he’'d “bum and destroy them.”
Miss Se¥urd, looking to him with mild but steady
astonishwent, said, * Sir, this is an instance that
we are always most violent aguingt those whom we
have injured.” He was irritated still more by this
delicate and keen reproach ; and roared out another

dous volley, which one might fancy coul

lwu'd acroes the Atlantic. During this tempest

1 sat in grest unessiness, lamenting his heat of

temper, till, by degrees, I diverted his attention to
other topies.

Dr. Mavo (to Dr. Jolinson). Pray, Sir, have
you read Edwards, of New-England, or Grace? (')
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JouusoN. #No, Sir.” Bounu. «It puzzled me
#0 1uch as to the freedom of the human will, by
stating, with wonderful acute ingenuity, our being
actnatsd by a series of motives which we cannot
resist, that the only relief T had was to forget it.”
Mavo. “But he makes tHb proper distinetion be-
tween moral and physical necessity.” Boswewry.
“Alas! Sir, they come both to the same thing.
You may be bound as hard by chains when covered
by leather, a8 when the tron appears. The argu-
ment for the moral neeessity of human actions is
slways, I observe, fortified by supposing universal
prescience to be one of the attributes of the Deity.”
Jouxsow. “You gre surer that you are free, than you
are of greseience; yon are surer that you ean lift up
your fingér or mot as you please, than you are of
any conclusion from u deduction of reasouing, But
let us consider u little the objection from pre.
sclenos,. J¢ is gertain I am cither to go home to-
night or dot: that does not prevent my free.
dom.” Boswerr.  That it is certain you are either
mohmadrm does not prevent your frams;
1 because the liberty of choice between the

Lo mﬂnﬂntoeMntL But if one
of thees svents he certain now, you have no furure
&!’wﬁﬁm. 1f it be certain you are t0 go
iwight, you s go home.” Jounsow. «If

¥ i1 wlll acquninted with & man, I can judge with
probabllity how he will act in any case, with-
mebymyjndging- God may
hmwdzoosmmq {") Bos-
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weLL, “When it s incressed ‘to ceMsinty, freesd
dom ceases, bscause that cannot be certainly fore«
known which is not certain at the time; but if it
be certain at the time, it is a contradiction in terms
to maintain that there can be afterwards any con-
tingency dependent upog the exercise of will or any
thing else.” JonnsoN. « All theory is against the
freedom of the will ; all ¥xperience for it.” 1 did
not push the gubject any farther. I was glad to
find him so mild ia discussing a question of the
most abstract nature, involved with theological
tenets which he generally would not suffer to be in
any degree*opposed. (1)

He, as usual, defended luxury: “You cannot
spend money in luxury without doing good to the
poor. Nay, you do more good to them by spend.
ing it inluxury; you make them exert industry,
whereas by giving it you keep them idle. I own,
indeed, there may be more virtue im giving it im«
mediately in charity, than in spending it in luxury ;
though there may be pride in that too.”” Miss Seward
saked, if this was not Mandeville's dootrine of

To the Eternal and Infinite Creator there can be weither
Wynnr(\wmy. The action which 15 future to is
anly & pount of in the eye of the Ausicuyy, snd it and
:nuww!ﬁu. ymmmmwm
ur
Wﬁmmgmammu od; there
God

mmm Wil chooee 10 46— C.
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*« private vices, putilic bensits’ Jonnsos. ¢The
fallaey of theit'book is, that Mandeville defines nei-
thet viees Hor benefits. He reektons among vices every
thing that gives plescure. He takes the narrow-
est system of morality, mona-tic morality, which
Tolds pleasure itself to be & vice, such as eating
wallt with our fish, because it mukes it cat better ;
and he reckons wealth as a public benefit, wirch is
by no mesnt alwaye true. Plessure of itself is not
a vice. Having a garden, which we all know to he
innocent, is & great pleasure. At the
mme time, in this state of being there arc many
pleasures vices, which, however, are so immediately
agreestle that we can hardly abstain from them.
The happiness of heaven will be, that pleasure and
virtue will be perfectly conuistent. Mandeville puts
the case of & man 'who gets ‘runk at an aleliouse;
and says it is a public benefit, because so much
mioney is got by it to the public. But it muet be
eonsidered, that all the good gained by this, through
the gradation of alehouse-kecper, brewer, maltster,
and farmer, is overbalanved by the evil caused to
the man and his family by his getting drunh. This
js the way to try what is vicious, by ascertaining
whether more evil than good is productd by it upon
the whole, which is the case in all vice. It may
hapgén tat good is produced by view but not
as’ dbba; for instaves, s robber may take money
from its owner,'and give it to one who will make
& Jetter use of it, Here is. good produced; but
B by the robbery as vobbiéry, but as translation of
m’ ! vead M’iﬂ‘ fOI‘t)' ory 1 helieve, ,

Lo
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fifty years ago.(') Ie did not puzzle me; he
openied my views inte real life very much. No, it
is olear that the bappiness of society depends on
virtue. In Sparts, thoft was allowed by general
oconsent ; theft, therefore, was there not @ crime;
but then therc was 1 security ; and what a life
must they have had, when there was no security !
Without t'uth there mudt be a dissolution of so
bietv.  Ast is, there is so little truth, that we are
almov+ afraxd to trust to our ears: but how should
we O, if falsehood were multipled ten times!  So-
cety 1« held togetfer by communication and in-
jcrmatiou , end I remember this remark of Sir
r'howas Brovn's, ¢ Do the devils lie? No ; for then
hell eould not aubsist.””

Talking of Miss —— (?), a literary lady, be said,
“1 was obliged to speak to Mise Reynolds, to let
h¢r know that 1 desived she would not flatter me so
mueh.”  Somebody now observed, ¢She flatters
Garnick., Jonnson * She is in the righ to flatter
Garnck, She is in the right for two reasons ; first,
because she has the world with her, who have been
praiqing rarrick these thirty years ¢ and, secondly,
hocause she is rewarded for it by Garrick. (3) Why

{1) 8ee ant2, V:‘l. 111, p. 100. - C.
(8) Hennah More, = Maione ME.«~ C.

Johnson weane’pither Garrick repaid her Jn
hust?wnmor wnwﬁuum or, finally,

mﬂ‘ uﬁa. Tt js not to be wop-
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ehould she fissier me? T oan ‘do nothing for her.
Let her carry ber praisé 10 & better market.” Then
tarning 4o Mre, Knowles, “ You, Madam, have been
fattering me all the evening; I wish you would
give Bogwell o little mow. If you kmew his meri¢
s well as I do, you would gay a great deal : he is
the best travelling companion in the world.”

Somebody mentioned the Reverend Mr. Mason's
prosecution of Mr, Murray, the bookseller (1), for
having inserted in & collection of * Gray’s Poems”
only fifty lines, of which Mr. Mason had still the
exclusive property, under the" statute of Queen
Amne; and that Mr. Mason had persevered, not-
withstanding his being requested to name his own
terms of compensation. (*) Jobnson signified his
‘digpleasure at Mr. Mason’s conduet very strongly ;
but added, by way of showing that he was not
surprised at it, “Mason 's a Whig.” Mas. Knowres
(not hearing distinctly). *What! a prig, Suw?"
Jomu"om “ Worse, Madam ; a Whig! Enthe is
both]

1 expressed a horror at the thought of death.
Mgs. Kxowvrzs, # Nay, thou shouldst not have a
horror fer what is the gate of life.” Jomnsow

“

"hind that for J . ohe emtertained and expressed

m-: "mmammmhmg

‘ ;8‘5 m&mhc?mmm.u
t

i ™ *‘J : .
M#Im, Mot 3. Mo tom 3. Murmy

¥,



Krav, 60, TR\ OF DRATH. 182

(standing upon the hearth, volling alout, with =
serious, solemn, and Somewhat gloomy wir). “ No
rational man can die without uneasy apprebension.”

Mrs. Knowrzs. “ The Scriptures tell us, ¢ The
righteons shail have in his death’” JoHNsoN,
¢ Yes, Madam, that isp he shall not have despair.
But, consider, his hope of salvation must be founded
on the terms on whieh it is promised that the medi
ationof our Saviour shali be applied to us, ~namely,
obediente ; and where obedience hus failed, then,
as suppletory to it, repentance. But what man can
say that his obedience has been such as he would
approve of in another, or even in himself, upon close
examination, or that his repeptance haa net Been
such as to require being repented of? No mani
can be sure that bis obedience and repentance will
obtamn salvation.” Mus. Kxowrrs. « But divive
1ntimation of acceptance may be made to the soul.”
Jounson, «Madam, it may; but I should not
think the hetter of & man who should tell ms on bia
deathsbed, he was sure of splvation. A man dadinot
be sure himself that he las divine intimation of aoe
ceptance : much less can he make others sure that
he has it.” Boswzri. *“‘Thenm, Sir, we must be
contented to cknowledge that death is a texrible
thing.” Jommsow. * Yes, Sin. I have made mo
approaches to & stath whiol con leok on it aanot
terrible.”  Mzs, Katowus (seeming 0 enjoy o
pleasing lmnity in the persusaion of benignant
d:vlneli@t). “ Does not St Paul say, <1 bave
fought the good fight of m.llmeﬂnkhdlm



19 LIFE OF JOHNSOW. 1778,

dourse; henceforth is laid up for me a crown of
Mfe?'” Jouwsow. “ Yes, Madam; but here was a
man inspired, a8 man who had been converted by
supernatural interposition.” Boswerr.  In pro-
spect death is dreadful; but in fact we find that

die easy.” Jomwsox. “ Why, Sir, most

bave not thought much of the matter, so
caunot say much, and it is supposed they die easy.
Few believe it certain they are then to die; and
those who do set themselves to behave with reso-
lution(?), s & man does who is gning to be hanged;
«ma b 15 mot the Jews unwilling to be hanged.” Miss
Sewamp. « There is one mode of the fear of death,
which I8 certaiply absurd ; and that is the dread of
annihilation, which is only a pleasing sleep without
adream.” Josmnsow. “It is neither pleasing nor
sleep; it is nothing,. Now, mere existence is so
mnoh betier than nothing, that one would rather
exist eveén in pain, than not exist.” BoswrLr. «Jf
annihilation be nething, then existing in pain is not
s comparative state, but is a positive evil, which I
caunot think we should choose. I must be allowed
to differ here, and {t would lessen the hope of a
future state founded of the argument, that the
Supreme Being, who is good as be is great, will
humesfter compensate for our present sufferings in
this life. For if extistence, such as we bave it here,
be comparatively & pood, we have no reason to

Vok Y whiwe Peolt assumes
ALy Sy
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complain, though no more of it should be given to
us. But if our only Btate of existence were 1 this
world, then we might with some reason complain
that we are so dissatisfied with our enjoyments
compared with our desires.” Jomxson. ¢ The lady
confounds annihilation,ywhich is nothing, with the
apprehension of it, which is dreadful. It is in the
wpprehension of it that the horror of annihilation
consists.”

Of John Wesley he said, “ He oan talk well on
any subject.” BoswerL. ¢ Pray, Sir, what has he
made of his story of aghost 7" Jomnsox. « Why,
8ir, he believes it ; but not on sufficient authority.
He did not take time enough to examine the girk
It was at Newcastle where the ghost was said to
have appeared to a young woman several times,
mentiomng something about the right to an old
house ; advising application to be made to an attor-
ney, which was done ; and at the same time, saying
the attorney would do nothing, which proved to be
the fact. ¢ This,’ says John, ‘is & proof that a
ghost knows our thoughts’ Now” (laughing),
“ it is not necessary to know our thoughts, to tell
that an attorney will sometimes do nothing. Chasies
Wesley, who & a more stationary man, does not
belicve the story, I am sopry that Jobm did mot
take more pains to enquire into the evidense for it.”
Miss Sewanp (with an incredulous emile). # What
Sir! about a ghost!” Jommsox (with solémn
vehemence), « Yes, Madum; this is a question
which, sfter five thousand years, is yet undecided;
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a question, whether in theology or philosophy, one
of the most important that'ean come before the

human understanding.”
Mrs. Knowles mentioned, as a proselyte to
Quakerism, Miss — (*), & young lady

well kmown to Dr. Johnsgn, for whom he bad
shewn much affection ; while she ever had, and still
retained, a great respect for him. Mra. Knowles at
the same time took an opportunity of letting him
know # that the amishble young ereature was sorry
ot finding that he was offended at her leaving the
Chureb of England, and embgacing a simpler faith;"”
and, in the gentlest and most persuasive manner,
solicited his kind indulgence for what was sincerely
a matter of conscience. .Jounson (frowning very
angrily).  Madam, she is an odious wench. She
eould not bave any proper conviction that it was
her duty to change her religion, which is the most
jmportant of all subjects, and should be studied
with all care, and with all the helps we can get,
J&Wﬁﬁmﬁ?&?ﬂm’ Leit. i .)-’E
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She knew no more of the church which she lefy,
and that which she edibraced, than she did of the
difference between the Copernican and Ptolemaig
systems.” Mnrs. KNnowrLgs. “ She had the New
Testament before her.” Jomxson. ¢ Madam, ghe
could not understand tipe New Testameat, the most
difficult book in the world, for which the study of a
{ife is required.” Mns. Kxowwrzs. « It is clear as
to essentials.” JounsoN. “ But net as to contro-
versial points. The heathens were easily converted,
because they had nothing to give up; but we
ought not, withouf very strong convietion indeed,
to desert the religion in which we have been edu-
cated. That is the religion given you,.the religion
in which it may be said Providence has plased you.
If you live conscientiously in that religion, you may
be safe. But error is dangerous indeed, if you err
when you choose a religion for yourself.” Mags.
Kxowres, “ Must we, then, go by implieit faith 7"
Jouyson. “ Why, Madam, the greatest part of
our knowledge is implicit faith; and as to religion,
have we heard all that a disciple of Confueius, all
that & Mahometan, can say for himeelf?” He then
rose again into passion, and attacked the young
proselyte in the severest terms of reproach; so that
soth the ladies seemed to be much shocked.

We remained together till it was pretty late.
Notwithstanding oaeasionsl explosions of violence,
we were all delighted upon the whole with Johnson.
T compared him at $his time to a warm West Indian
slimate, where ydu have o bright sun, quick vege;
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tation, luxusiant foliage, husoious fruits ; but where
€he sume heat sometimes prodirces thunder, lightning,

Q) ml(.n‘.‘ Enowles, 108 gutzsfied mwm; ofl:.“ of her Muud‘hh;
work, sublz prctures* mentio) nsom, 1n w
hias indeed dhsplayed mrich ¥, nay, with tire fame of rea
soning better then women gencraily doy as 1 have frly shown
ber to have done, communicated tome a dilogue of considerable
Wwﬁeﬁ,ﬂam%yuum she wrote down as
uwaud between Lir.' Johnson her at this interview,
the least recollection of it, and tid not find the
wmallest trace of 1t in my “ record” taken &t fhe timo, I could
noty with my firm regard to authenhgty, wnsert 1t
m mzworh 1t bas, howéver, been puktished 1n * T'he Gentlew
man " for Ji ;) g?luigs. aoo.! It chiefly
relates to the principles of the sect cal ors3 and_po
dpubt the lady appears to have greatly the advantage of Dr.
Johnson in t, a8 well as expresson. Fiom what [
Mvemmmwmhmﬂmdmadm r
itwelf, any one whio may have the cuniowty to peruse it will me
whtbnnunwmgmmhujmn.‘onvwmﬂmgmg-
Mrs. Knowles, — B,
rs. Knowles, to ner own account of this conversation was
demrous of sdding Miss Seward’s testimony; and Muss Seward,
who bad by this tume become excoedmil‘y ¢ 10 Johneon's
mmry..mdwu-mudmwof ro. Knowles, was not

g
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trash, = we mav be ven for rejecting both as fbulous, and
the rather because Mr. Bosdell's oA wriiten o the tatar ¢
(% s custom always of the aficrnoon™) ; while thosq of the ladies
seem to bave bren made up mony after the event.  ltmay,
however, be suspected that B was buusclf a ittle ashamed
of Joknson's violence, for he evidently slurs over the latter
of the conversation, But in the Doctor's behalf 1t should be
e e cvestires whis ot e Foapod ot ooty endamgered
this cresture, not on m
Ber cptriaad weltats, but offemded nor fricnds and Jorfertel hor
Grtune; and that he was fotcell 1nto the discusvon by the very
gy whase unuuthotised aud underhand ce 80
much mischief (a8 he considered st) had been dene. — Long as
this note 1s, nmwuddﬁ,zm}:apmu mmmnf
Ms s.md‘ncmandm , that when a young
ker lady m; a member ofmp‘chm of England, Mrs.
les not hesitge to demgnate fer ws ont AbosTare, al-
she hdnot.quat.edhotlec\,h: only masvied one who

4 not belong to it. —

1

voL. ik 'y
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CHAPTER V.
1778

Guod Friday.— Bud Housewifery.— Books of Trarels.
o Fleet Strect. — Meeting with My, Oliver Ed-
wards, — Lawgers. — Toni Tyers,— Choire of a
Professwn.— Dignity of Literature.— Lord Camden.
— George Psaimanazar. — Ljaines Barrington. —*
Punsehment of the Dillory. — Insolenne of Wealth.—
Eaxtravagance. — ° Demosthenes Tuylor.”” — Pum-
phlets. — Goldsmith's Comedies. — © The Begyar's
Opera.”’ — Johneon's  Hutoria Studiorum.” —
Gentlgman's Magazine.— Ararice.— Bon Mots, —
Burk's Classicnd Pun.— Egotwsm,

ArriL 17, being Good-Friday, I waited on John-
son, as usual, I observed at hreakfast, that al-
though it was a part of his abstemious discipline,
on this most solemn fast, to take no milk in his tea,
yet when Mrs. Desmoulius inadvertently poused it
in, he did not reject it. I talked of she strange in-
decision of mind, and imbecility in the common
pocurrences of life, which we may Observe in some
people. Jomnsox. “ Why, Sir, I am in the habit
of getting others to do things fur me.” DBoswets,
+ What, 8ir] have you that weakness?” Jomnson.
« Yes, Sir. But I always think afterwards I should
have done bétter for myself.” o

I told' bim that at » gentleman's house where
there was thought to be such extravagance' or bad
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management that he was living much beyond his
meome, his lady had objected to the cutting of a
pickled mango, and that I had takea an opportu-
mty to ask the price of it, and found it was only
two shillmgs; so here was a very poor saving.
Jouxson. © Sir, that is e blundering economy ot
a narrow understanding. It 1s stopping one hole in
a sieve.”

I eapressed some inelination to publish an aecount
of my travels upon the continent of Europe, for
which I had a varietyof materials collected. Jonw-
soN. “ I do not say, Sir, you may not publish your
travels ; but 1 give you my opinion, that you would
lessen yourself by it.  What can you tell of conn-
tries so well known as those upon the continent of
Europe, which you have vidted?” BosweLL.
“ But 1 can give an entertaining narrative, with
many incidents, anecdotes, jeur desprit, and re-
marks, so as to make very pleasant reading.” Jonw-
50N. “ Why, Sir, most modern travellers in Europe
who have published their travels have been laughed
at: 1 would not have you added to the number. (')
The world is now not coutented to be mercly en-
tertained by a ;mreller’s narrative ; they want to
learn something. Now some of my friends asked
me, why I did not give some account of my travels
in France. The reason is plain; i t readers
had seen more of France than I You might

(1) 1 believe, however, I shall follow my own opinion ; for
o ey e B b Bt e Sever o

tencrd publications in ths manner, none of which he lived to
oxecute. w CHALMERS. ]

L2
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have liked my travels ¥4 Frapee, and Tuz Cros
might have liked them ; but, upon the whole, there
would have heen more ridicule than good produced
by them.” BosweLL. “ I eannot agree with you,
Sir. People would like tp read what you say of
any thing, Suppose & has been painted by
fifty painters before ; still we Jove to see it done by
Sir Joshua.” JomwsoN, ¢ True, Sir; but Sir
Joshua eannot paint & face when he has not tine o
look on it.” BoswzLr. * Sir, a sketeh of any sort
by him is valuable. And, Sir, to talk to you in
vour own style (raising my voice and shaking my
sead), you should bave given us your travels in
France. I am surel am right, and there’s an end
l&”
'udtohhntl\u“tmmmlytme,nmy
kiend Dempster had observed in his letter to me'
upon the subject, that a great part of what was in
his “ Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland®
had been in his mind before he left Londoh. Joux-
so,- % Why, yes, Sir, the topics were ; and books
of travels will be good in proportion to what e man
bas previdusly in his mind ; his knowing what to
observe; his power of contrasting qne mode of life
with another. As the Spanish proverb says, ¢ He
who would bring home the wealth of the Indies
”mmy&ewgmhufﬁelndieeﬁthmm.' So
13t4s In travelling; & man must carry knowledge with.
bim, if ke would bring heme knowledge.” BoswrLL.
‘*qumlnmsw.m.hemmam
.wmkm hita ‘0 MM" Jonh-i.
“ Yes, Bir.”
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It was a delightful day : as we walked to St. Cle.
ment’s church, J agaift remarked that Fleet-strect
was the most cheerful scene in the world.  “ Fleet-
street,” said I, “is in my mind more delightful than
Tempé.” Jomwson. % Ay, Sir, but let it be com-
pared with Mull "

There was a very numerous congregation to-day
¢ St. Clement’s ohurch, which Dr. Johnson said he
observed with pleasure.

And nowIam to give a pretty full account of one
of the most curious incidents in Johnson's life, of
which he himself h# made the following minute og
this day :

“In mz return from church, I was accosted by
Edwards(!), an old fellow-collegian, who had not seen
me since 1720.(¥) He knew me, and asked if I re~
membered one Edwards ; 1 did not at first recollect the
name, but gradually, as we walked along, recovered it,
and told him a couversation that had passed at an ale-
house between us. My purpose is to continue our ac-
quaintance.” (Pr. and Med. p. 164.)

It was in Butsher-row that this meeting happened.
Mr. Edwards, who was a decentJooking, elderly
may, in gray elothes, and a wig of many curls, ac.
costed, Jobneom with familiar copfidence, knowing

1 Edwards entered at Pembroke College

¢
) m«mmmamﬁmu had ®mot seen
é e St o o sk

BrnS i G e T

L3
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who he was, while Johnson returned his salutation
with a courteous formality,’as to a stranger. Dut
as soon as Edwards had brought to his recollection
their having been at Pembroke College together
nine-and-forty years ago, he seemed much plessed,
asked where he lived, and paid he should be glad to
see him in Bolt-court. Epwanmps. ¢ Ah, Sir! we
are old men now.” Jomwson (who never liked to
think of being old). * Don't let us discourage one
another.” EpwArps. “ Why, doctor, you look
stout andshearty, I amr happy to see you so; for
the newspapers told us you webe vary ill.” Joun-
sON. “ Ay, Sir, they ate always telling lies of ws old
ollows.”

Wishing to be present at more of so singular a
conversation as that between two fellow-eollegians,
who had lived forty years in London without ever
having chaneed to meet, I whispered to Mr. Edwards
that Dr. Johnson was going home, and that he had
better accompany him now. So Edwards walked
along with us, I eagerly assisting to keep up the
conversation. Mr, Edwards informed Dr. Johnson
that he had practised long as a solicitor in Chancery,
but that be now lived in the country upon a litile
furm, about sixty aeres, just by Stevenage, in Hert»
fordshire, and that he came to London (to Barnard’s
Jan, No. 6.) generally twice a week. Johnson ap-
peadiog to be in a reverie, Mr. Edwards addressed
fiowelf % me, and expatinted on the pleasure o1
Jivitg in,the country, Boswzir. “I have no
nobon of this, Sir. What you have to emtertain
you is, I think, exhausted in half an hour” Eo.
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waARDs. “ What] dom’t you love to have hope
realised? 1 see my'grass, and my corn, and my
trees growing. Now, for instance, I am curious to
see if this frost has mot nipped my fruit trees.”
Jonnson (who we did not imagine was attending).
“ You find, Sir, you have fcars as well as hopes.”
So well did he see the whole, when anuther saw but
sthe half of a subject. (1)

When we got to Dr. Johnson's house, and were
scated in his library, the dialogue went on admirably,
Epwanrps. ¢ Sir, I remember you wounld not let us
say prodigious ot college. For aven then, Sir,
(turning to me), he was delicate in language, and
we all feared him.”(?) Jounson (to Edwards).
“ From your having practised the law long, Sir, I
presume you must be rich.” Epwarps. ¢« No,
Sir; I got a good deal of money ; but I had a num-
ber of poor relations to whom I gave a great part
of it.” Jowwson. ¢ Sir, you have been rich in the
most valuable sense of the word.” Ebpwarps.
But I shall not die rich.” Jomwson, ¢ Nay, sure,
8ir, it is better to live rith, than to die rich.” Ep-
waRps. “I wish I had continued at college.”
Jonngon. “ Why do you wish that, Sir?” En.
waARDs. “ Because I think I should have had a
much easier life than mine bas been. I should have

1) Nay, not 4o, The question raisod was the want of intevest
m‘n?smmgtfynfn; and the foar was, thuw&’ou, ;’goodllthl
m—n 1

bs%::m w&mm& “Siri:v&mpcum

terature ; oot

Sh.nbmnchwlmﬂ::m in nosrm
L&
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myself from eating one thing rether than another,
nor from one kind of weathet rather than another.
There are people, 1 believe, who feel a difference;
but I am not one of them. And as to regular
meals, I have fasted from the Sunday’s dinper to
the Tuesday’s dinner withogt any inconvenience. I
believe it is best to eat just as one is hungry: buta
man who is in business, or a man who has a family,
must have stated meals. T am a straggler. 1 may
leave this town and go to Grand Cairo, without
being missed here, or observed there.” Epwarbs.
% Don't you eat supper, Sir?" Jomnsox. « No,
Sir.” Epwarps. “ For my part, now, I consider
supper as & tarppike through which one must pass
in order to get to bed.”(*)

JoawsoN. “ You are a lawyer, Mr. Edwards.
Lawyers know life practically. A bookish man
should always have them to converse with. They
bave what he wants.” Epwarps. «1 am grown
old: Iam sixty-five” Jomnson. I shall be sixty-
eight next birth-day. Come, Sir, driuk water, and
put’in for a hundred.”

Mr. Edwards mentioned a gentleman (?) who had
left his whote fortune to Pembroke College. Jonx-
80N, < Whether to leave one's whoe fortune to a
coilege be right, must depend upon circumstances.
I wonld leave the interest of the fortune I be«

%&nmuﬁuxi mha:f was my own suggestion,

SEemert
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queathed to a college to my relations or my friends,
for their lives. It i} the same thing to a college,
which is a permanent society, whether it gets the
money now or twenty years hencc; and I would
wish to make my relations or friends feel the benefit
of it.” -
This interview confirmed my opinion of John-
+son's most humane and benevolent heart. His cor-
dia} and placid behaviour to an old fellow collegian,
& man so different from himself; and his telling him
that he would go down to his farm and visit him,
showed a kindneBs of disposition very rare at an
advanced age. He observed, * how wonderful it
was that they had both been in London forty years,
without having ever ouce met, and both walkers in
the street too!” Mr. Edwards, when going away,
in recurred 1o his consciousness of senility, and,
fooking full in Johnson's face, said to him, « You'l.
find in Dr. Young,

¢ O my coevals; remnants of yourselves.'”

Johnson did not relish this at all; but shook his
head with impatience. Edwards walked off seem-
ingly highly pleased with the honour of having beea
thus noticed by Dr. Johnson. When ke was gone,
1 said to Johnson, I thought him but a weak man.
Joaxson. “ Why yes, Sir. Here is a man who has
passed through life without experience: yet I would
rather have himt with me than a more sensible man
who will not talk readily. This man is always
willing to say what he has tesay.” Yet Dr, John-
vont had hiinself by no means that willingness which
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he praised so much, and I think so justly: for who
has not felt the painful effect® of the dreary void,
when there is » total silence in a company, for any

of time; or, which is as bad, or perhaps
worse, when the conversation is with difficulty kept
up by a plrpetual effort?

. Johnson once phserved ¢o me, # Tom Tyers do-
ncribedmethebest: ¢ 8ir,’ said he, ¢ you are like &
ghost : you never speak till you are spoken to."”

The gentleman whom he thus familiarly men-
tioned, was Mr. Thomas Tyers, son of Mr. Jonathan
Tyers, the founder of that exeelldt place of public
amusement, Vauxhall Gardens, which must ever be
an estate to its proprietor, as it is peculiorly adapted
to the taste of the English mation; there being s
mixture of coripus show, —gay exhibition,—music,
vocal and instrumental, not too refined for the
general ear; for all which only s shilling is paid (');
and, though last, not least, good eating and drinking
for those who choose to purchase that regalp. Mt.
Thomas Tyers was bred to the law; but having a
handiomp fortune, vivacity of temper, and ecven.
tricity of mind, he eould not confine himself to the
regularity of practice. He therefore 2an about
the world with a pleasant ea.rcleuﬂqy Amusiog

g !-qumawﬁmdmdm ve decos
e i T camact coprave ot e e sl
mpie salect, but & wmber of the bon-lmm"ﬁ
And@:ﬁ s 0 o0 W‘::min‘ st the
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every body by his, desultory converdation. He
abounded in anecdote, but was not sufficiently ate
tentive to aecuracy. I therefore cannot venture to
avail myself much of a biographical sketch of John-
son which he published, being one among the va
rious persons ambitiods of appending their names
to that of my illustrious friend. That sketch is,
however, an entertaining little collection of frag-
ments, Those which he published of Pope and
Addison are of higher merit; but his fame must
rest chicfly upory his « Political Conferences,” in
which he introduces several eminent persons de-
livering their sentiments in the way of dialogue, and
discovers a considerable share of learning, various
knowledge, and discernment of character. This
much may I be allowed to say of a man who was
excecdingly obliging to me, and who lived with Dr
Johnson 1n as easy a manner as almost any of his
very numerous acquaintance,

Mr. Edwards bad said to me aside, that Dr. John.
son should have been of a profession. I repeated
the remark to Johnson, that I might bave kis own
thoughts on the subject. Jornsow. « Sir, it would
have been begter that I had been of a profession. (1)
I ought to have been a lawyer.” Bosweir. % 1do
pot think, Sir, it would have been better, for we
should not have had the English Dictionary.”
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Jounsow. “But you would ,bave had Repora”
BoswziL. “ Ay; but there would not have been
snother who could have written the Dictionary.
There have been many very good judges. Suppose
you had been lord chancellor; you would have dg
livered opindons with more cftent of mind, and in 8
more ornamented manner, than perhaps any chan-
cellor ever did, or evir will do. But, I helieve,
causes have been as judiciously decided as you
could have done.” JouNsox. ¢ Yes, Sir. P’roperty
has been as well settled.” o

Johnson, however, bad a noble ambitiwn floatin |
in his mind, and ba ., undoubtedly, often spcculaud
on the possibility of his supcrem:nent powers being
rewarded in this great and liberal country by the
highest honours of the state. Sir William Seott
informs me, that upon the death of the late Lord
Lichficld, who was chuncellor of the University of
Oxford, he said to Juhueon, *“ What a pity 1t in
Sir, that you did not (ullow the profession of the
faw! You might have been lord chanecllor of
Great Britain, and attained to the dignity of the
peerage; and now that the title of Lichfield, your
pative city, is extinct, you wight hpve had it."
Johnson, upon this, seemed much agitated ; and, in
an angry tone, exclahned,“Why will you vex the
by suggenting this, when it is too late?”

,Butbedidnotmpmeatthel’mpmtyofothm
The late Dr. Thomas Lelind told Mr, Courtensy,
that' when Mr. Edmund Burke showed Johnson
his fite house and lands near Boaconsfield, Johne
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son coolly sgid,  .Now equidem invrdeo; maror
ma q&."(l)

Yct no man had » lugher notion of the dignity of
literatuie tnan Johuson, or was more determined in
mamtuns  the reepeet wineh he justly considered
as due aat, Of this, ®esdes the general tenor of
s ermenet i soeicty, some characteristical instances
may be mentoned.

He told Sir Jushua Revnolds, that once when he
diwed 10 1 numerous company ot booksellers, where
the roow, bung @ wl the hrad of the table, at
which he at, was annosu clone 1o the fire, he per-
severd 1n suffenng & great deal of inconyenience
froty the heat, rather than guie lus place, and let
oue of them «it above b,

(Goud nth.n hus diverting simplicity, complained

{17 1 am not entir! 1 thout su'muon that Johuson may
hava felf a ittle mcncutars cnvy for no man loved the
thangy of thys Lfu better thin Le w d, and he could not but be
conscious that he dosuy | a mina larger share of them than he
ever had. [ attempted m « nowspaper w comment on the above
rassagee in the mannc1 of Warburton, who must be allowed to

ve shown uncommon igemuty, 1t giving to any author's text
whatover meaning he chose 1t should carry  As this tmtation
may dmuse my readers. 1 shall b mreduce ot

“ No uyﬁuf Ra Jouwson’s has boen wmiore misunderstnod than his

to Bungs, when be first exwhim at bis line place at Beacoms-

(il S T apa
v yoars

menbers of Thx Ln':nn CLun ,

wh ¥r Burke 1 a altastion so much mere

than 40 which he himself had attamed, he did not mean to

that e onate prospenty, but while he, ss

e, an ox envy, son éqnden he
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one day, in & mixed sorapany, of Lord Camden, ¢ I
wet him,” said he, * st Lord Clare’s house(?) in the
@ountry, and he took o more notice of me than if
I had been an ordinary man.” The company hav-
ing laughed heartily, Johnson stood forth in defence
of his friend. « Nay, gerfllemen,” said he, “ Dr.
Goldsmith is in the right. A nobleman ought to
have made up to such a man as Goldsmith; and I
think it is much against Lord Camden that he ne-
glected him.”

Nor could he patiently endurgto hear, that such
respect as he thought due only to higher intellectual
qualities should be bestowed on men of shighter,
though perhaps more amusing, talents. I told him,
that one morning, when I went to breakfast with
Garrick, who was very vain of his intimacy with
Lord Camden, he accosted me thus: “ Pray now,
did you—did you meet a little lawyer turnifig the
corner, eh?” ¢ No, Sir,” said I; * pray what de
you mean by the question?” “ Why,"” replied
Garrick, with an affected indifference, yoet as if
standing on tip-toe, “ Lord Camden has this mo-
ment left me. We have had a long walk together.”
Jorxsow, «Well, Sir, Garrick talfed very pro-
perly. Lord Camden was a Lttle lawyer to be e
sociating so familiarly with a player.”

$ir Joshiua Beynolds observed, with gheat truthy,
that Johnson considered Garrick to Lyf as # .
his property. He woyld sllow no W'W

3

4

v (1) [Non aned, Vol m.p.m.wea&'f" ;.’*



rar. 59, LORD CAMDEN. 1A1

blame or to praise Garriek in his presence, without
contradicting him. (1) »

Having fallen into a very serious frame of mind.
in which mutual expressions of kindness passed be-
tween us, such as would be thought too vain in me
to repeat, I talked with regret of the sad inevitable
certainty that one of W8 must survive the other.
JonNsox. % Yes, Sir, that is an affecting consider-
ation. I remember Swift, in one of his letters to
Pope, says, ¢1 intend to come over, that we mav
meet once more; and when we must part, it is what
happens to all humgn beings.’ " Boswerr. % The
hope that we shall see our departed friends again
must support the mind.” Jownson. ¢ Why, yes,
Sir." (?) BosweLL. “ There is a strange unwilling-
ness to vart with life, independent of serious fears
as to futority. A reverend friend of ours(y)
(naniing him) tells me, that he feels an uncasiness
at the thonghts of leaving his house, his study, his
books.” Jomwson. ¢ This is foolish in #s*%e,
A man need not be uneasy on these grounds: for,
as he will retain his cousciousness, he may say with
the philosopher, Omnia mea mecum porto.” Bos-

oshna Jleynolds wrote two Dialogues, in illustration
(" ks n, in the frst of which Johnson amcks Garrick in
»ﬁr Joshus, and i nﬂuoeha him againet
m.vm“"‘ of e Jate Bl George:Beon “’i""&'ﬁ‘i""mﬂrﬁ
cer ved coples of th mmmm %nﬂ

(n) Beawyn the same subject, Vol. I1N. p. 192 — M.
‘(3) Dr. Parey.—C.
VOL. VIL N
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weLL. % True, Sir: we may carry our books in our
heads ; but still there is somotlung pamtul in the
thought of leaving for ever what has given us plea-
sgre. I remember, many years ago, when my
immagination was warm, and I happened to be mna
melancholy mood, it distressed me to think of going
into a state of being in wilich Shakspeare’s poetry
did not exist. A lady, whom I then much adnured,
& very amiable woman, bumoured my fancy, and re-
lieved me by saying, ¢ The first thing you will meet
with 1n the other world will be an elegant copy of
Shakspeare’s works prosented tovou.'”  Dr. Jobn-
son smiled () benignantly at this, and did not ap-
pear to disappreve of the notien.

We went to St. Clement's church again in the
afternoon, and then returned and drank tca and
cqffeg in Mrs. Willisms’s room; Mms. Desmouhins
dditig the honours of the tea-table. 1 obstrved that
he would mot even look at a proof-sheet of hs
« Life of Waller” on Good-Friday.

Allen, the printer, brought a book ovn agri-
¢ultute, which was printed, and was soon to be pub-
lished. (2) It was a very strange performance, the
adthor having mixed in it his own thoughts upon
varjous topics, along with his remax.-ks on plough-
ing, sowing, and other farming operations, He
scemed to be an absurd profanc fellow, and had ine
trodueed in his books many sneers at religion, with
o L agonant by a1t s e o G O e

(2) This wes Marshall's * Minutes of Agrioulure.” The

author lived to publsh many more important snd less offensive
whonh!ur:gm—-cxmm
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equal ignorance and coneeit. Dr. Johnwon per-
mitted nmie to read sorae passages aloud, One was
that he resolved to work on Sanday, and did work,
but he owned he felt some weak compunction ; and
he had this very curious reflection: “ I was born
in the wilds of Christianity, and the briars and
thorns still hang about the.”  Dr. Johnson could not
help laughing at this ridicnlous image, yet was very
angry at the fellow's impiety. ¢« However,” said
he, “ the reviewers will mwake him hang himself.”
He however observed, « that forwerly there might
have been a dispegsation obtained for working on
Sunday in the time of barvest.” (') Indeed, in ri-
tual observances, were all the ministers of religion
what they should be, and what many of them are,
such a power might be wisely and safely lodged
with the charch.

On Saturday, 18th April, I drank tea with him.
He praised the late Mr. Duncombe (2), of Canter-
bury, as a pleasing man. ¢ He used to come to
me; I did not seck much after Aim. Indeed, 1
never sought much after any body.” BoswrrL.
« Lord Orrery, I suppose.” Jonwsox. ¢ No, Sir;
I never went to him but when he sent for me.”
Boswrrr. * Richardson ?” Jounsow. ¢ Yes, Sir:
but I sought after George Psalmanazar the most,

1 Inﬁdhuuacuqm'. of Queen Ehzabeth for the obsertance
(St): b‘rm'wnauouwptm 100 — viz. for labour mﬂme-cst
divine service: but which was not provided for in

the ant 99 Cofo & ©, Towm Blanxranm]

Wilisin Duscombe, Esq. He mamiod the mster of John
Hgﬁlqt»m 4eas the author of two :-.s,andm
Sogemiows profuctons; wnd died 86tk Feb. 1769, aged 79.— M.

M2 .
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I used to go and sit with him at an alehouse in the
sity.” (1)

1 am happy to mention another instance which 1
discovered of his seeking after a man of merit.
Soon after the Honourable Daines Barrington had
published his excellent « Observations on the Sta-
tutes (2)," Johnson waite!l on that worthy and
{earned gentleman ; and, having told him his name,
courteously said, “ I have read your book, Sir, with
great pleasure, and wish to be better known to you.”
Thus began an acquaintance, which was continued
with mataal regard as long as Jebnson lived.

Talking of a recent seditious delinquent (3), he
said, “ They should set him in the pillory, that he
may be punished in a way that would disgrace him.”

(1) This extraordinary person lived and died ata house in O1d
Street, where Dr, Johnson was witness to his talents and virtues,
and to his final preference of the church of England, after hav-
L_}ng:mdnd, disgraced, and adorned so many mnodes of worship.

name he went by was not supposed by his friend to be that

of his fanuly, but all 1nquiries were vain: his ressons for con-

cealing his ongnnal were peniten ; he deserved no other

asme than that of the tmpostor, he said. His pious and patient

endurance of a tedious 1llness, ending s an death

(1768), confirmed the strong impression his mert had made

b B St P e e

nAZar, wrl self, an: 17

now & n plece of biography, will well repay the reader,

gsit much curious information. --Ma-ul::’ﬁ.]

2) QAnarto, 1766. The worthy author gied March 15 1

8) Mr. Horne Tooke, who had been in the preceding July
wﬂ of a seditious hbel. The mm-—-pmmﬂ‘ in
November, 1777 — was a year'’s imprisonment, and 200L fine:
but 1t seems sivange that Juhoson should, m April, 1778, have

and pru of a semtence [
Todke bavog v ol aeren, ant o enied the

a error, [ ]

execution of the wentence. 8o post, p. 206, = C.
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1 observed, that the pillory does not always di

And I mentioned an ‘instanee of a gentleman (1),
who I thought was not dishonoured by it. Jostx-
SON. “ Ay, but he was, Sir. He could not mouth
and strut as be used to do, after having been there.
People are not willing tp ask a man to their tables,
who has stood in the pillory.”

The gentleman who had dined with us at Dr.
Percy's (2) came in. Jobnson attacked the Ame-
ricans with intemperate vehemence of abuse. 1 said
something in their favour; and added, that I was
always sorry, wherhe talked on that subject. This,
it seems, exasperated him ; though he said nothing
at the time. The cloud was charged with sul«
phureous vapour, which was afterwards to burst in
thunder. We talked of a gentleman [Mr. Langton],
who was ranning out his fortune in London ; and 1
said, “ We must get him out of it. All his friends
must quarrel with him, and that will soon drive him
away,” Jounson. “ Nay, Sir, we’'ll send you to
him. If your company does not drive & man out of
his house, nothing will.” This was a horrible shock,
for which there was no visible cause. I afterwards
asked him, why be bad said o harsh a thing. Jonw-

e
o B B B e e e
ThG Drvei the rweers of i Sataceas cons
| IR A AN
But mmum; indeed he wasao favourably

treated, sliowad and not in, the pillory, and
nm%oﬂn mmmwmm



166 * . LIFE OF JOHNSON. 1778,

SON Because, Sir, you taade me angry about the

. -Americans.” Boswerr. “ But why did you nut
take your revenge directly?” Jouwson (smiling).
¢+ Because, Sir, I had nothing ready. A man can-
ot strike till he has his weapons.” This was a
¢dndid and pleasant confessign.

He showed me to-night his drawing-room, very
genteelly fitted up, and said, * Mrs. Thrale sneered,
when I talked of my having asked you and your
Jady to Jive at my house. 1 was obliged to tell her,
that you would be in as respectable a sitnation in
my house as in hers, .. Sir, the ifisolence of weslth
will creep out.” BoswerL.“She has a little both
of the insolence of wealth and the conceit of parts.”
Jonnson. « The insolence of wealth is a wretched
thing ; but the conceit of parts has some foundation

“To be sure, it should not be. But who is without
it?” Boswerr. “ Yourself, Sir.” Jonnson.
¢ Why, I play no tricks: Ilay no traps.” BosweLL.
% No, Sir. You are axx feet high,and you only
do not stoop.” .

We talked of the numbers of people that some-
times have composed the household of great families.
I mentioned that there were a hundred in the :
of ‘the present Earl of Eglingtoune’s’ father. Dr.
Johnson seeming to doubt it, I began to enumerate;
¢ Let us see, my lord and my lady, two.” Jomrﬁ '
20N, « Nny, S;r, if you are to count by twog”ym
may. be ) qug ."  BOSWELL, “Wel}. W"‘

Fadd m sons and seven daughters, uud oty
for eath’; that will make twenty ; so wm
fifth' part elready.” Jomnson. « Very'trge. You
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get at twenty pretty readlly. but you will not so
ensily get further on.© We grow to five feet pretty
readily ; but it is not so casy to grow to seven.” (')

On Sunday, 19th Apnl, being Easter-day, after
the solemnities of the festival in St. Paul’s church,
I visited him, but could not stay to dinper. I ex-
pressed a wish to have the arguments for Chris-
tianity always in readiness, that my religious faith
might be as firm and clear as any proposition what-
ever ; 8o that I need not be under the least uneasiness
when it should be attacked. Jonwnsown. « Sir, you
cannot answer a) objections. You have demon-
stration for a first cause : you see he must be good
as well as powerful, because there is nothing to
make him otherwise, and goodness of itself is pre-
ferable. Yet you have against this, what is very
certain, the unhappiness of human life. This, how-
ever, gives us reason to hope for a future state of
compensation, that there may be a perfect system.
But of that we were not sure, till we had a pesitive
revelation.” I told him, that his < Rasselas” had
often made me unhappy; for it represented the
misery of human life so well, and so convincingly to
@ tlAnking mind, that if at any time the impression
wore off, and*I felt myself easy, I began to suspect
some delusiony

(1)«Ym 1 rose late, having not sleptall. Maving
mﬁm neuh';'rlf :gu? m*‘m“ cmm :I:t:nd'::l‘k:g‘:
el Do Replians Rt
not bem in 8 promase, he would not have dom
::lz.m ‘n:lc.onEmrm. Wmmmm

M4
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¢ In reviewing my time from Easter, 1777, I found

very raelancholy and shumeful blank. 8o httle has
been done, that days and months are without any trace.
My health has, indeed, been very much interrupted.
My nights have been commonly, not only restless, but
painful and fatiguing. My respiration 'was once so
difficult, that an asthma wasgsuspected. 1 could not
walk, but with great difficulty, from Stowhill to Green-
. hill.  Bome relaxation of my breast has been procured,

I think, by opwum, which, though it never gives me
sleep, frees my breast from spasms. I have written a
little of the Lives of the Poets. I think with all my
usual vigour. 1have made sermons, perhaps as readily
as formerly. (') My memory is ot faithful in retain-
ing names, and, 1 am afraid, in retaining oecurrences.
Of this vaeillation and vagrancy of mind, I impute s
great part to a fortuitous and unsettled life, and thére-
fore purpose to spend my time with more method.”—
(Pr. and Med., p. 167.)

On Monday, 20th April, I found him at home in
the moming. We talked of a gentleman [Mr.
Langton] who we apprehended was gradually in-
volving his circumstanees by bad management.
Jomumsox. “ Wasting a fortune is evaporation by a
thousand imperceptible means. If it were a stream,
they'd stop it. You must speak to him. It is
reslily miserable. Were he a gamestet, it could be
said he had hopes of winning. Were he a bankrupt
in trade, he might have grown rich; but he bas
neither apirit 40 spend, nor resolution to spare. He
does not spend fast enough to have pleasure from it

(1) Probably, those which were left for publication by Dr.
s of
S I AT
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He has the crime of prod:gd:ty, and the wretcheil-
ness of parsimony. ' a man is killed in 2 duel, he
is killcd as many & one has been killed; but it is
& sad thing for a man to liedown and die; to bleed
to death, hecaure he has not fortitude emough to
scar thc wound, or even fo stitch 1t up.” I cannot
but pause 8 moment to admire the fecundity of
fancy. and choice of Janguage, which in this in-
stance, and, indeed, on almost all orcasions, he
displayed. It was well observed by Dr. Percy
(afterwards Bishop of Dromore), « The convers-
ation of Johuson @ strong and clear, and mey be
compated to an antique statue, where every vein
and jnuscle is distinet and bold. Ordinary con-
versation resembles an inferior cast.”

On Saturday, 25th April, I dined with him at
Sir Joshua Reynoldy's, with the learned Dr. Mus-
grave ('); Counsellor Leland of Ireland, son to the
Instorian; Mrs. Cholmondeley (%), and some more
ladics. The Project (%),” a new poem, was read
to the company by Dr. Musgrave. Jouxsow. « Sir,
it has no power. Were it not for the well-known
names with which it is filled, it would be nothing:
the names carry the poet, not the poet the names.”
MusGrave. A tcmporary poem always entertains

s. 1]
mggr mml Mmgn.ve, M.D., edmr of the EW:’?I(‘!., and
hlhﬁ'd m 1739, after his ﬂu!b, by the le.med ﬁy Tywﬁﬂ.
(l) Se~ ansd, Val. IV, p. 878, C.

ST



170 PP OF JOHNSON. 1778,

us. # JouNsoN. « So does an account of the eri-
minhals hanged yesterday cotertain us.”

He proceeded ; —« Demosthenes Taylor, as he
~vas called (that is, the editor of Demosthenes), was
the most silent man, the merest statue of a man,
that I have cver seen. I gnee dined in company
with him, and all he saxd during the whele time was
no more than Rickard. How a man should say
only Richard, it is not easy to imagine. But it was
thus: Dr. Douglas was talking of Dr. Zachary Grey,
and aseribing to him somcthing that was written by
Dr. Richard Grey. 8o, to corrett him, Taylor said,
¢ Rw’d" ”

Mrs. Cholmondeley, in a high flow of spirts, ex-
hibited some hvely sallies of hyperbolical compli-
ment to Johnson, with whom she had been long
acquainted, and was very easy. He was quick 1n
catching the manner of the moment, and auswered
her somewhat in the style of the hero of a romance,
« Madam, you crown me with unfading laurels.”

I happened, I know not how, to say that a pam-
phlet meant & prose piece. Jounsow. « No, Sir
A few sheets of poetry unbound are a pamphlet (1),
aa much as & few sheets of prose.” (?) Muscrave.
« A pamphlet may be understood to'mean a poetical

(1) Dr. Johnson is here perfectly correct, and is 14
&emﬁofmmglmt?& 8o v Musarum ”: ) & SOk
lection wriler 18 speakong of’ Buckif
play entitied Agimn, prnted 1n folio): o
et i’#‘&'mﬂ.m‘?}m mm M.

(2) [1t seems odd that Johnsou did not refer to the derivation
ofgmplllet,“mm " though 1t 18 given 1n hus dwtioniary
o Foxnzuzav.]
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piece in Westminster;hall, that is, in formnl lm-
guage ; but in conimon language it is understood t¢
mean prose.” JonwsoN. (And here was one of
the many instances of his knowing clearly and tell-
ing exaotly how a thing is), “ A pamphlet is under-
#tood in common language to mean' prose, only from
this, that there is so much more prose written than
poetry; as when we say a book, prese is understood
for the same reason, though a book may as well be
in poetry as in prose. We understand what is most
general, and we name what is less frequent.”

We talked of a”lady’s verses on Ireland. Miss
RzeyxoLps. « Have you seen them, Sir?” Jomx-
80N. * No, Madam ; I have seen a translation from’
Horwe, by one of her daughters. She showed it
me.” Miss ReynoLps. “ And how was it, Sir?”
Jounson. % Why, very well, for a young miss’s
verses; that is to say, compared with exocellence,
nothing ; but very well, for the person who wrote
them. I am vexed at being shown verses in that
manner.” Miss Reynorps. ¢ But if they should
be good, why not give them hearty praise?” Jomuxs-
soN. “ Why, Madam, because I have not then got
the better of mybad humour from having been shown
them. You must consider, Madam,-beforehand,
theymaybehoduuejlu good. Nobedy has a
‘right to 1!8‘&&‘“.!!01:1!&3l;f nhder such a dnﬁculty, that he
‘must eithes irt: th pmnbytelhqg truth, or
hurt himself by telling what is not true” ‘BoswzLk
“ A man often shows his, writings to people of emi-
nence, to obtain from thém, either from their good-
Dature, or from their not being able to tell the truth |
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frmly, a commendation, of which he may afterwards
swoil himself.” Jounsow. « Yery true, Sir. There-
fore, the nran who is asked by an author, what he
thinks of his work, is put to the torture, and is not
obliged to speak the truth; so that what he says is
not considered as his opinipn; yet he has waid it
and cannot retract it; and this author, when man-
kind are bynting him with a canister at his tail, can
say, ¢ I'would not have published, had not Johnson,
ot Reynolds, or Musgrave, or some other good judge,
commended the work.’” Yet I consider 1t as a very
difficult question in conecience, Wnether one should
advise 2 man not to publiah a work, if profit be his
object ; for & man may say, ¢ Had it not been for
you, I should have had the movey.” Nuw you can-
not be sure ; for you bave only your own opinion,
and the public may think very differently.” Sia
Josgua Reyworps. “ You must upon such an oc-
casion have two judgments; one as to the rcal value
of the work, the other as to what may please the
general taste at the time.” Jowwnson. “ But you
©an be.sure of peither ; and therefore I should scruple
much to give a suppressive vote. Both Goldamith’s
eomedies were once refused ; his first by Garrick,
his second by Colman, who was prevailed on at last
by much solicitation, nay, a kind of ferce, to bring
# on. His ¢ Viear of Wakefield’ I myself did not
think would have had much success. It was written
and seld to &' bookseller before his ¢ Traveller,’ but
published after; so little expectation had the book-
seller from it. Had it been sold after ¢ The Traw
veller,’ be might have had twice as much money for
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t, though sixty guineas was no mean price. The
bookseller had the advantage of Goldsmith’s repu-
tation fromn ¢ The Traveller’ in the sale, though
Goldsmith had it not in selling the copy.” Sir
Josnua Revvowrps. « The Beggar's Opera affords
a proof how strangely people will differ in opinion
ubout a hterary performance. Burke thinks it has
no merit.” JoHssow. « It was refused by one of
the houses; but I should have thought it would
succeed, not from any great excellence in the wri-
ting, but from the novelty, and the general spirit
and gaiety of thepiece, which keeps the audience
always attentive, and dismisses them in good hu-
mour.”

We went to the deawing-room, where was a con-
siderable increase of company. Several of us got
round Dr. Johnson, and complained that he would
not give us an exact catalogue of his works, that
there might be a complete edition. He smiled, and
evaded our entreatiecs. That he intended to do it,
1 bave no doubt, because 1 have heard him say so;
and I have in my possession an imperfect list, fairly
written out, which he entitles Historia Studiorum.
I once got from one of his friends a list, which there
was pretty godd reason to suppose was accurate; for
it was written down in his presence by this friend,
who enumerated each article alond, and hed some
of them mentioned tg him by Mr. Levett, in concert
vith whom it was made out; and Johmson, who
Jeard all this, did not contfadict it. But when I
showed a copy of this list to him, aud mentioned
the evidence for its exactness, he laughed, and said,
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“ 1 was willing to let them go an as they pleased,
and never interfered.” Upon‘which I read it to him,
article by article, and got him positively to own or
refuse; and then, having obtaincd certainty so far,
X got some other articles confirmed by him dircetly,
and, afterwards, from time to time, made additions
under his sanction. ‘

His friend, Edward Cave, having been mentioned,
he told us, * Cave used to sell ten thousand of ¢ The
Gentleman's Magasine ;' yet such was then his mi-
nute attention and anxiety that the sale should not
suffer the smallest decrease, thasehe would name a
particular person who he heard had talked of leaving
off the Magazine, and would say, ¢ Let us have
something good next month.’”(*)

It was observed, that avarice was inherent in some
dispositions. Jomxson. ¢ No man was born a
miger, because no man was born to possession.
Every man is born cupidus — desirous of getting ;
but not avarus — desirous of keeping,” BosweLL.

I have heard old Mr. Shegidan maintain, with
much ingenuity, that a complete miser is a happy
pan: a miser who gives himself wholly to the one
passion of saving.” Jomwnson. ¢ That is flying
in the face of all the world, who have called an ava-
ricious man a meser, because he is miserable. No,
8Sir; a man who both spends and saves mopey is the
happiest man, because he has®both enjoyments."

The conversation having turned on don-mets, he

"Phis seems to confirm the conjecture made ante, Vol
pﬁvmmmamummwmﬂ
KBS, e
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quoted, from one of the Ana, an exquisite instance
of flattery in a maid oi honour in France, who being

asked by the queen what o'clock it was, answered,

¢ What your majesty pleases.”(!) He admitted that

Mr. Burke's classical pun (?) upon Mr. Wilkes's

being carried on the shoulders of the mob,

numerisque fertur

Lege solutis,”

was admirable; and though he was strangely unwill-

ing to allow to that extraordinary man the talent of

wit (3), he also laughed with approbation at another
* of his playfal cotrecita; which was, that « Horace

has in one line given a description of a good desire~

ble manor: —

¢ Est modus in rebus, sunt certi denique fines ;

1) Th aneedouwmldm“lfemguu,"vd.ﬂi. 104, lmt
no(t(zh“em honowr,” nor as an instance of « Lo

> M. dé léséuitchevnlmrd'hnnnmdehnme. etu

lui'demanda un jour quelle heure il était; il répondn.

'Mdme,l’heuu ira & vptre majesté,
it as & pleasantry Uzds; bu:'f;.’dahno uya,
Mﬂusdukemmmhbhfamm undm.-ndm

akmdofbu«,mwbam&emuohheeouﬂmndmmm
manner of absurdities, — C.
(2) See ante, Vol. IV. p. 28. —C.

13 See thi
) ofl: om'tothziiebﬁdu. onté,VoLl
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~at is to say, a modus as tothe tithes and certair
n l)

He c(;bserved, “ A man cannot with propriety
speak of himself, exc(-pt he relates simple facts; as,
« I was at Richmond :’ or what depends on mensu-
ration; as, ¢ I am eix feet high.' He is sure ke has
been at Richmond; he is fure he is six feet high;
but he cannot be sure he is wisé, or that he has any
other excellence. Then, all ccusure of a man’s self
is oblique praise. It is in order 1o show how much
be can spare. It has all the invidiousness of seif-
praise and. all the reproach of efalsehood.” Bos-.
WELL. “ Sometimes it may proceed from a man's
strong consciousness of his faults being observed.
He knows that others would throw him down, and
therefore he had better lic down softly vf his own
accord.”

(1) This, as both Mr, Bindiey and Dr. Kearncy have observed
w me, is the motto to ** An Inguiry into (.mmmam sad
w 3 with sotme .onndemuom remraining
ucesivc by Everara Flsetwood, 8va, 178%s But
it is, Ebably, a mere i«nﬂdence. plthlyy aever
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CHAPTER V/.
1778,

4 Thafirst Whig.” —Buying urile . ~ Wine.~ Tusso.~
Hmr.—-Adam St = Pore — l'oltawe.-——ﬁcnry'
History. — Modern ' »y  —~ Grapce — Rump -
Old Age. — Drglivu 1tom, — ddron. — Chinese
Language. — Interos'  Money. — Imaziuatum ——
Exwtence, — Virtus unl Vie.— The Bat. -~ Lord
Marchmont. — < Trawsprre” -  House af Piers, ——

"s ¢ Undversal Prager.” — Dieoioes. — Parson
Ford's Ghost.— Lord Clive.

Ox Tuesday, April 28., he wus eugaged to dwe at
General Paoli's, where, as I have already obscrved,
I wag still entertancd m clegant hospitahty, aud
with all the esge and comtort of 3 home. I culled
on him, and accompanicu bim in a ha: kney-coach.
We stopped firt at the bottom of Hedge-lane, into
which he went to leave a lctier, © with good news
for & poor man in distress,” as he told me. I did
not question him particularly as to this. He him-
self ofton resembled Lady Bulingbroke's hivel de-
scription of Pope: that * he was un politigue gL
chaux & aus yaves” He would say, “ I dine to-

dn)Grosvenorequare ;” this might be with a

3,97, pirbaps, ¢ Idine tordny at the other end
of thedwn;” or, @ A gentleman of great eminence

VOTq ¥ik. ¥ .



fretuently than asy of his fiiends. We stopped
at Witgman'y, the well-known foy-shop in St
Jumes's Btreet, at the cotner of St. Jumes's Place, to
which he bad been directed, but not for
he sparched about some time, and could mot find it
at first; aod maid, « To direct one only to 8 corage
shop in toying with ome” 1 sppposed be mehnt
this a4 a play upon the word foy: it was the first
time that I knew him stoop to such sport After
be lind been some tune in the shop, he sent for .ue
to chme out of thecoach, and help him to choose &
pais of silver buckles, af'those he had were too small,
Prabehly this alteration wn dress bad been
by My Thegle, by assocuating with whom, his ex-
ppestance wps muech improved, He got
better vlothes; snd the dark colaur, from which he
mm 'i:;vnwd. was :::venod bym&nhl buitons.
were much better; during thelr
,mmm«.mmumm.m
wade wig, of handsome construction.(')
*" iy hoosing of silver buckles was a egodiation :
TR, wid hoy T will mok have the ovlons

5 Al
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™

large ones now in fasltion; and I will give no wngra
thun & guinea for a peir.”  Suth were the principles
of the business; sud, after some examination, he
wes fifted. As we drove along, I found him in a
talking hnmonr, of which I avalled mysalf. Boy-
witk. “ I was this mogning in Ridley's shop, Sir;
and was told, that the collection called ¢ Johnso-
twang’ (1) bad sold very much.” Jomwsom. < Yet
the ¢ Journey to the Hebrides’ has not kad & great
sale.” (?) Boswarr. “ That is strange.” Joun-
son. * Yes, Sur; for in that book I have told the

wiorld a great deal that they did not know before.”
BoswezrL, « I drank ehocolate, Sir, this merss
i wnth Mr. Eld; and, to my no small surpiiee’
found him to'be & Staffordskire Whg, a being whigh
1did vot believe bad existed.” Jomwsox. * Sir
thete ave rascals in ull countries.” BoswrLL. *,Elj
said, & Tory was a creature gonerpted betwegy »nop-
jonng parson and qpe’s grandmother.” Jomgsop,
“ And I have slwags said, the At Whig was the

Devil.” mml« « He m&c m
Devil was impatient of » 3 be wan fhe
first who resisted powers—— W'

(1) e vty Wl L . 000 %
Ry
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i
« Better to reign in bell, thaivserve in heaven” ™ |

At Genceral Paoli's were Sir Joshua Reynolds,
Mr. Langton, Marchese Gherardi of Lombardy, and
Mr. Jobhn Spottiswoode the younger, of Spottis-
woude ('), the solieitor. At thi» time fears of an
iuvasion were cireulated :'to obviate which Mr.
Spottiswoode observed, that Mr. Fraser, the engi-
neer, who had lately come from Dunkirk, said, that
the French had the same fuars of us, Jonwsox.
*« It is thus that wutual cowardice keeps us in peace.
Were one half of mankind brave, auad one half cow-
ards, the brave would he always beating the cowards.
Were all brave, they would lead a very uncasy life;
4ll would be continually fighting: but being 4li
cowards, we go on very well.”

We talked of drinking wine. Jonssow. I
require wine, only when [-am alone. 1 have then
often wished for it, and often taken it.”  SeorTIs-
woopt. * What, by way of a companion, Sir?”
Justnson.  # To get rid of myself, to send myself
away. Wine gives great pleasure ; and every plea-
sure is of itself a good. It is a good, unless coun-
terbalgfieed by evil. A man may have a strong
regson ot to drink wine; and that may be greater
than the pleasure.  Wine makes a man better pleased
with himsclf. I do not say that it makes him more

g‘!) In the paraseology of Scotland, I should have said, **Mr.
John Spottiswoode, the younger, of thet ik."” Johnson kuew
that senwe of the word very well, and has thus explained it i
his “ Dictionary” & noce, fik.  « It also signifies the some ; as,
Markintosh of that ilk, denotes a gentlenian whpse surname: aud,
she title of his estate are the same,” o
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pleasing to others. §0m(_-timcs it does. But the
danger ix, that while a man grows hetter plensed
with himsclf, he may be growing less pleasing to
others, (1) Wine gives a man nothing, It veither
gives him knowledge nor wit; it only animates o
man, amd cuables him to bring out what a dread o
tle company has represfod. It only puts in motion
whet has been locked up in frost.  Dut this may be
good, or it may be bad.” SrorTiswoobE. ¢ So,
Sir, wine is a’ key which opens a box; but this box
.may be either full or emptv?”  Jonnsox. ¢ Nay,
Sir. conversation®is the key: wine is a picklack,
which forees open the box, and injures it. A man
should cultivate his mind so as to have that confi-
dencee and readiness without wine, which wine givas.”
Boswrri. ¢ The great ditficulty of resisting wine
is from benevolence. For instance, a good worthy
man asks you to taste his wine, which be has had
twenty years in his cellar”  Jonxsson. # Sir, all
this notion about benevolence arises from a man's
imagining himself to be of more importance to others
than he really is. They don't care a farthing wheth. »
he drinks wine or not.” Sz Josnua Revyanvs,
“ Yes, they do for the time.” Jounson. ¢ For
the tine 1 If they care this minute, they forgetit the
next. And as for the good worthy man, how do
you know he is good and worthy? Neo good and
(1) It is observed in ¢ Waller's Life,” in the « Biographia
Britannica,” that he drank only water; and that while he sal
a compm&;ho were drinking wine, ‘¢ he had the dexterity to
accomm: his discourse to the pitch of theirs as it sunk.” 1f
excess in drinking be meant, the remark 1s acutely just. But

surely & moderate i i i its which
W:stu{-drinkers use n:: wine gives a gaiety of spirits whic!
w3
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worthy man will insist upon another man's drinking
wine. As to.the wiue twenty vears in the cellar, —
of ten men, three say this, mercly because they must
say something; three are telling a lic, when they
say they have had the wine twenty years; three
wonld rather save the wine ; one, perhaps, cares. 1
allow it is something to plefse one’s company ; and
people are always pleased with those who partake
pleasure with them. But after a man has brought
himself to relinquish the great personal pleasure
which arises from drinking wine (1), any other eon- |
sideration is a triffie. To please oshers by drinking
wine, is something only, if there be nothing against
it. Ishould, however, be sorry to offend worthv
men it —

& Curst be the verse, how well soe’er it flow,
That tends to make one worthy man my foe.' "’

BoswerrL. ¢ Cwist he the spring, the water.”
Jouwson. ¢ But let us consider what a sad thing
it would be, if we werc obliged to drink or do any
thing else that may Lappen to be agreeable té6 the
company where we arc.” Lancron. ¢ By the
same rule, you must join with a gang of cut-purses.”
Jounson. “ Yes, Sir; but yet we must do justice
to wine; we must allow it the power it possesses.
To make a man pleased with himself, let me tell
vou, is doing a very great thing ; ~
¢ 8i patriz volumus, si nobis vivere cari,’™

T was at this time myself a water-drinker, upon

(1) See amtd, Vol 1, p. 118, and Vol V1. p, 168. =0, .
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trial, by Johnson's recommendation. Jounsow.
« Boswell is a bolder combatant than Sir Joshua:
he argues for wine without the help of wine; but
Sir Joshua with it.” Sir Joswua RevsoLps.
« But to please one’s company is a strong motive.'
Jonwnsox (who, from drinking only water, supposecid
every body who drank®wine to be elevated), 1
won't argue any more with you, Sir. You are teo
far gone.”  Sir Josuua. ¢ I should have thought
s0 indeed, Sir, had I made such a speech as you
have now done.” JornsoN (drawing hkimsclf in,
and, I really thowght, blushing). ¢ Nay, don’t be
angry. I did not mean to offend you.” Six Josnua.
“ At first the taste of wine was disagrecable to me;
but Lbrought myself to drink it, that I mightobe
like other people. The pleasure of driuking wine
is 80 conneeted with pleasing your compauy, that
‘altogether there is something of social gooluess in
it” JorNson.  Sir, this is only saying the same
thing over again.” Sir Josygua. “ No, this is
new.” Jounson. “ You put it in new words, but
it is an old thought. This is one of the disadvan-
tages of wine, it mak¢s a man mistake wards for
thoughts.” Boswerr. “ I think it is a new thought;
at least, it is in a new attitude.” Jonnsox. * Nay,
Sir, it is only in a new coat; or an ol coat with a
new facing.” Then laughing heartily: « It is thw
old dog in the new doublet. An extnordinary in-
stance, however, may ‘occur wherc a man’s patron
will do nothing for hirm, unless he will drink : thers
.my be a good reason for drinking.”:
¥ 4
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I mentioned a nobleman, who I believed was
really uneasy, if his company would not drink hard.
Jonxsow. ¢ That is from having had people about
him whom he has been aecustomed to command.”
Boswerr.  “ Supposing I should be téte-d-réte with
him at table?” Jouwxsox. « Sir, there is no more
reeson for your drinking wlth #im, than his being
soher with yow.”  Boswrwn.  # Why, that is true;
for it would do him less hurt to be sober, than it
woull do me to get drunk.” JomnsoN. * Yes,
Sir; and from what I have heard of him, one would
not wish to sacrifice himsolf to sweh a man. If he
must always have somebody to drink with hini, he
chould buy a slave, and then he would he sure to haye
it. »*They who submit to drink as another pleascs,
make themselves his slaves.” Boswerr. ¢ But,
Sir, you will surcly make allowance for the duty of
hospitality. A gentleman whe loves drinking, comes
to visit me.” Jonnsox. ¢ 8ir, a man knows whom
he visits; he comes to the table of a sober man.”
BosweLr. ¢ Bat, Sir. you and T should not have
been go well received in the Highlands and Hebrides,
if T bad not druuk with our worthy friends. Had I
drunk water only as you did, they would not have
heen so cordial.” Jonnsox. “ Sir William' Temple
mentions, that in his travels through the Nether-
lands he had two or three gentlemen with himy; and
when a bumper was nccessary, he put it on them.

#Vere I to travel again through the islands, I would
bave Sir Joshua with me to take the bumpers.”
Boswerr. “ But, Sir, Jet me puta case. Suppose
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Sir Joshua should take a jaunt into Scotiand; he
does e the hononr to pay me a visit at my house
in the country ;s I am overjoyed at secing him; we
ary quite by ourselves: shall Iunsociably and churl-
istidy let bim sit drinking by himself?  No, no, my
dear Sir Joshua, you shali not be treated so ; I will
take a bottle with you."d

e celebrated Mrs, Rudd (1) being mentioned :
donxson,  # Fifteen years ago, 1 should have gone
to ree her”  SrorTiswoobnn. ¢ Decause she was
fifteen years vounger?”  Jonnssos. “ Ne, Sir;
but now they hwve a trich of putting cvery thing
into the newspapers,”
aFic begged of General Pach to repeat one of the
irtrotuetory stanzas of the first hook of Tags
« Joruzalem,” which he did ; and then Jobnson found
funlt with the cimile of sweetening the cdges of a
aup for a child (), being transferved from Luceretius
into an epie poern.  The general said he did not
imagine Homer's poetry was so aucient as is sup-
poscd, hecause he aseribes to a Greek colony cir-
unstances of refiuement not found in Greece itself
at a later period, when Thueydides wrote.  Jous-
soN.  “1 reeollect, but one passage quoted by Thu-
cydides from Homer, which is not to be found in
our copies of Iomer’s works ; I am for the antiquity
of Homer, and think that a Grecian colony, by being

(1) Soc ans2, Vol V1. p. 80, — Gy

(2) [Coslull egra fanciul pargiamo aspers
I samve Yoy gii orli del vaso :
Sucohi amar ingannato intanto ei beve,
E dall ingavno suo vita ticeve, — Canto | & 8.}
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nearer Persia, might be more refined than the mother
eountry.”

On Wednesday, April 29, I dined with him at
Mr, Allan Ramsay’s ('), where were Lord Binning,
Dr. Robertson, the historian, Sir Joshua Reyuolds,
and the Honourable Mrs. Boscawen(?), widow of ihe
Admiral, and mother of th present Viscount Fal-
mauth; of whom, if it be not presumptuous in me
to praise her, I would say, that her manuers are the
most agreeable, and her conversation the best; of
any lady with whom I ever had the happiness to be
acqaainted. Before Johnson camey we talked a good
deal of him. Ramsay said, he had always found
bint a very politc man, and that he treated him with
greot respect, which he did very sincerely. 1 said,
1 worshipped him. RoperTson. ¢ But some of
you &poil him: you shouid not worship him; you
should worship no man.” Boswern. “] canuot
help worshipping him, he is so much superior to
other men.” Ronratson. ¢ In criticism, and in
wit and conversation, he is, no doubt, very excellent;
but in other respects he is not above other men : he
will believe any thing, and will strenuously defend
the most minute circumstance connected with the
church of England.” Boswerr. « Believe e,
Doctor, you are much mistaken as to this; for when
you talk with him calmly in private, -he iz very

(1) {The son of the poet. Seean?, Vol I1L. p.289.) -

2) Frances, daughter of William Evelyn ‘Glaw Esq.
ol 1n 1742, to Admiral Boscamen, Sk died in 1805, .
-[&immmgwmmmmwmm



ZErar. 69 ADAM SMITH. 187

liberal in his way of thinking.” Roserrson. “He
and I have been always very gracious: the first
time I met him was one evening at Straban’s, when
he had just bad an unlucky altercation with Adam
Smith ('), to whom he had been so rough, that
Strahan, after Smith was gone, had remonstrated with
hins, and told him that Q was coming svon, and that
e was uneasy to think that he might bebave in the
same manner to me. ¢ No, no, Sir (said Johason),
I warrant you Robertson anl I shall do very well’
Aceordingly he was gentle and good-humoured and
courteous with 1®e, the whole cvening; and he has
been so upon every occasion that we bave met since.
Jhave often said (laughing), that I have been in a
great measure indebted to Smith for my gogsdere-
ception.” Boswerr. « His power of reasoning is
very strong, and he has a peculiar art of drawing
chiaracters, which is as rare as good portrait paint-
ing.” Sir Josmua Reyxorns. * He is undoubt-
edly admivable in this; but, in order to mark the
characters which he draws, he overcliarges them,
and gives people more than they really have,
whether of good or bad.”

No sooner did he, of whom we had been thus
talking &0 easily, arrive, than we were all as quiet
as 8. school upon the entrance of the head-master;
and we very soon gat down to a table covered with
such variety of good things, as contributed not &
little to dispose him to be pleased.

(1) ﬁil.'vrobnbl was the scene, ‘the enggeutio;\ or mis
représentation of w Echmnyhave e"ven rise to Professor Mil-
ler's scandalous anesdate. Seeauilva. V. p. 114 - C.
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Ramsayv. “Iam old enough (') to have beena
contemporary of Pope. His poetry was highly
admired in his Life-time, more a great deal than
after his death.” Jonwsox. © Sir, it has not been
less admired sinee his death; no authors ever had
£0 much fame in their own life-time as Pope and
Voltaire ; aml Pope's poetry has been as much ad-
mired sinee his death as during his life: it has only
rot been as much talked of ; but that is owing to ifs
being now iaore disiant, and people having other
writings to talk of. Virgil is less talked of than
Pope, and Homer is less talked of“han Virgil ; but
they are not less admired. We must read what the
world reads at the moment. It has been maintaineg
that {Mis superfetation, this teeming of the press in
modern times, is prejudicial to good literature, be-
cause it obliges us to read so much of what is of in-
ferior value, in order to be in the fashion ; so that
better works arc neglected for want of tyme, be-
cause a man will have more gratification of his
vanity in conversation, from having read modern
books, than from having read the best works of
antiquity. But it must be considered, that we bave
now more knowledge generally diffused: all our
ladies read now, which is a great extension. Mo~
sdern writers are the moous of literature; they shine
with reflected light, with light borrowed from the
ancients. (Greece appears to me to be the foun-
tain of knowledge ; Rome of elegance.” Rawmsav.’
“1 suppose Homer's “Iliad”’ to be a collcction of

(1) Mr. Rarsay was about Johnson’s age, — €y
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pieces which had been written before his time, [
should like to see a tranclation of it in poctical
prose, like the book of Ruth or Jub.” RoserTsox,
« Would vou, Dr. Johnson, who are a master of the
English language, but try yoar hand upon a part
of it” Jomuvsow. »8ir, you would not read it
witbout the ploasure of verse, " (1)

We talked of antiguarian vwsearchies. Jonxsox.
« All that is 1eally krovwn of the ancient stale of
Dritain is contained in a few pages. We can know
no more than what the old writers have told us; yet
what lJarge books have we upon it, the whole of
which, excopting such parts as are taken trom thaose
ol writers, Is all a decam, such as Whitaker's ¢ Man-
chester.' [ have heard Henry's ¢ History of Deemin’
well spuken of ; Tam told it is carried on in sepa-
rate divisions, as the civil, the military, the religious
history. 1 wish much to have one braneh well
done, and that is the history of manners, of com-
mon life.” Roperrson. “ Heury should have ap-
plied his attention to that alone, which is enough
for any man; and he might have found  a ‘great
deal sezttered in various books, had he read solely
with that view. Hcnry erred in not selling his first

(3) This experiment, which Madame Dacier made in vaip,
has since been tried in our awn language, by the editor of “ Os-
sn ;" and we must either think very meanly of’ his abilities, or
allow that Dr. Johnson was in the right. And Mr. Cowper, a
man of real genius, hes miserably failed in his blank-verse trans
dution, ~ B, — 1t 1 the fashion to call Cowper's a miserable
failure, aud by the side of Pope’s fallacious brilliancy it undonb-
edly seems defivient in poctical splendour ; yetit is certainly the
néarest portrait we have of Homer, and the more one reuds it,
the better it seems. — C. 1835,
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" volume at a moderate price torthe bookscllers, thas
they might have"pushed him on till he had got re-
putation. I sold my ¢ History of Scotland’ at a
" moderate price, as a work by which the booksellers
might cither gain or not; and Cadell hus told me,
that Miller and ke Lave gof six thousand pounds
by it. I afterwards received a much higher price
for my writings. An author should sell his first
work for what the booksellers will give, till it shalt
appear whether he is an author of merit, or, which
it the same thing as to purchase-monev, an author
who pleases the public.”

Dr. Robertson expatiated on the character of a
certain nobleman (') ; that he was one of the strong
esttiigaded men that ever lived ; that he would sit
in company quite sluggish, while there was nothing
to eall forth his intelleotual vigour ; but the mo-
ment that any importaut subjeet was started, for
instanoe, how this country is to be defended against
a French invasion, he would rouse himself, and
show his extraordinary talents, with the most pow-
erful ability and animation. Jouxson, “ Yet this
man cut bis own throat, The truastrongand sound
mind is fhe mind that can embrace equally great
thiugs and small. Now, I am told the King of
Prussia will say to a scrvant, ¢ Bring me a bottle of -
such a wine, which vame in such a year; it lies in
such a corper of the cellars.’” I would have & mah
great in gueat things, and elegant in little things.”
‘He said to me afterwards, when we were by our-

., N % ‘

{1} Lord Clive. —C.



ZErar. 69 DR. ROBERTSON. = CLARET. 191

selves, “Robertson ¥as in a mighty romantic hue
mour; he talked of one whom he did not know ; but
I downed him with the King of Prussia.” < Yes, Sir,”
suid I, « you threw a dottle at his head.”

An ingenious gentleman was mentiened, concern-
ing whom both Robertson and Ramsay agreed that
he bad a constant firthness of mind ; for, after a
izhorious day, and amidst a multiplicity of cares,
and anxicties, he would sit down with his sisters,
and he quite cheerful and good-humoured. Such a
di~position, it was obscrved, was the happy gift of
pature. Jounsdn. I do not think so: & man has
from naturc a certain portion of mind; theuse he
wsghos of it depends upon his own free will. That
a man has always the same firmness of mind?™ do
not say : becanse every man feels his mind less
firm at one time than another ; butl think, a man’s
being in a good or bad humour depends upon his
will” " I, however, could not help thinking that a
man’s humour is often uncontrollable by his will.

Johnson harangued against drinking wing, .« A
nan,” said he, “ may choose whether he will have
abstemiousness and knowledge, or clarct and igno-
rance.” Dr. Robertson (who is very cempanion«
able) was beginning to discent as to “the proscrip-
tion of claret. Jomwsson (with a placid smile).
“ Nay, Sir, you shall not differ with me; as I have
said that the man is most perfect who takes in the
most things, I am for knowledge and daret.” Ro-
BERTEON (holding a glass of generous claret in his
hand). « Sir, I can enly drink your bealth.” Jorx-
soN. “8ir, I should be sorry if you should be
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ever in such a state as to be? able to do nothing
more.”  Rosertsox. ¢ Dr. Johuson, allow me to
say, that in one respeet I have the sdvantage of
you: when vou were in Scotlaud you would not
come to hear any of our preachcrs; whereas, when
I am here, I attend your public worship without
seruple, and, indeed, with gréat satisfaction.” Jourx-
"sox. “ Why, Sir, that is not <o extraordinary: the
King of Siani sent ambassadors to Louis the Four-
teenth, but Louis the Fourteenth gent none to the
King of Siam.” (')

Heremy friend for once discovered a want of
knowledge or forgetfulucss; for Loais the Four-
teenth did seud an embassy to the King of Siam (&
anthe Abbé Choisi, who way employed in it, pub-
lished an account of it in two volumes.

Nesxt day, Thursday, April 30. (*), 1 found &im

(1) Mrs, Piozzi confidently mentions this as having passed mn
Scotland. — Anecdotes, p. 62.

(2) The Abbé de Choisi was sent by Iouis X1V, on an em-
bassy to the King of Siam in 1683, with s view, it has been sad,
to comvert the king of the country 10 Chridiatuty, = M. - The

Chevalier de Chaumont wus the awbassador: the Abbé de

hoisi was, as Boswell correctly states, onfy * employed in it,”
and it was in return of this mission that the King of Siam sent
s embassy to Jouis, — C.

€3) « April 20, 1778. Smce I was fetched away from Streatham,
the Juurnal (of engagements ) stands thus : Saturday, Sir Joshua;
Sunday, Mr. Hoole; Monday, Lord Lucan; Tugsday, Gem
Paoli; Wednesday, Mr. Ramsay; Thursday, Old Baey;
Friday, ('lub; Saturday, Sir Joshus; Snnday, Lady Lucan.
Mouday, pray letiit be athain, and very early ; do, now, Jet
it be very early; for 1 nu.%)be carricd away — just like Gany-
mede of Troy, < . . Do, now, Jet me know whether you
will send for me—carly —on Monday. But take some care,
ar your Jetter will not eome till Tucsday.” — Letlers lo Mrs.
Thrale, ‘Ihere is a dinner given at the Old Bailey to the
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at home by himself. Jouysox, “Well, Sir, Ram-
say gave us a splendid dinrer. 1 love Ramsay.
You will not fisd a man in whose conversation
there is more instruction, more information, and
more elegance, than in Ramsay’s. BoswerL.
“ What I admire in Ramsay, is his continuing to
be ~0 young.” JonnsgN. “Why, yes, Sir, it is to
he admired. I value myself upon this, that there is
wothing of the uld man in my conversation. Iam
now sixty-eight, and 1 have no more of it than
at twenty-cight.,” BoswerLn. “Dut, Sir, would not
vou wish to knowold age? He who is never an
old man, does not know the whole of human life;
for old age is one of the divisions of it.” Jonysox.
- .Qay, Sir, what talk is this ? ”” BoswewLr. <1 gsewmn,
Sir, the Sphinx's deseription of it: — morning,
noon, and night. I would know night, as well as
morning and noon.” Jounson. « What Sir, would
you know what it is to fecl the evils of old age?
Would you bave the gout? Would you have de-
crepitude? " Seeing him heated, I would not argue
any farther; but I was confident that I was in
the right. I would, in due time, be a Nestor, an
elder of rhe people; and there should be some dif
ference wetween the conversation of fwenty-eight
and sixty-eight. (1) A grave pieture should not be

judges, counsel, and a few guests. The venerable Mr. Charhr-

im-lmn Clarke, now'in his ninety-first year, remembers to have

taken Johngon tp this dinner, he being then sheri®f. The judges

were Blackstone and E Myr. Justice Blackstone conversed

'é:hJubM%n&s aject of their absent friend, Sir Hobert
ambers, — C,

(1) Johmson clearly meant (what e suthar has often clse-
VOL. VII. . o
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guy. There is a serene, solemn, placid old age.
Jonwsox. “Mns. Thral¥'s mother said of me what
flattered me much. A clergyman was complain-
ing of want of society in the country where he
lived; and said, ‘They talk of runss, (that is, young
cows.) (}) . ¢Sir, (said Mrs. Salusbury), Mr. John«
son would learn to talk ofj runts; " meaning that I
was a man who would make the most of my situa-
ation, whatever I was.” He added, « I thiok mysclf
a very polite man.”

On Saturday, May 2., I dined with him at Sir
Joshua Reynolds’s, where there was a very large
company, and a great deal of canversation; but,
owing to some circumstance which I cannot now
reroflect, I have no record of any part of it, except
that there were several people there by no means
of the Johnsonian scbool; ro that less attention
was paid to him than usual, which put Lkim out of

where mentioned ), that he had none of the listlessness of old
age; that he bad the same acticiy and energy of mind, as formerly;
not that a man of sixty-eight might dance in a public asstinb
with as much propridty as he could at twenty.vight, Hia con-
versation being the product of much various knowledge, great
scufeness, and emwdmuerit, was equally weli snited to e
period of life; and as in hus youth it probably did not exhibit
auy unbeeoming levity, so certainly in his later ydars it was
zoza\l}y free from the garrulity and’ quernlousness of old age.

(1) Such is the signification of this word in Scotland, and, it
should seem, in Wales. (Sece Skinner in 2.) But the heifers
of Scotland and Wales, when brought to England, being always
smaller than those of this country, the word rant has acquired o
secondary semse, and generally signifies 8 heifer diminutive in
size, snall beyond the ordinary h of that animal; and in
this sense alone the word is acknowledged by Dr, Johnson in
his Dictionary, — M, |



ExaT. 69. DINNFR AT LANGTON'S. 195

humour: and upon some imaginary offence (1)
from me, be attacked me with such rudeness, that
I was vexed and angry, becanse it gave those per-
sons an epportunity of enlarging upon his supposed
ferocity, and ill treatment of his best friends. I was
#o much hurt, and had my pride o much roused,
that I kept away from l"m for a week ; and, per-
haps. might have kept away much longer, nay,
Jone to Seotland without secing him again, had not
we fortunately met and heen reconciled.  To such
unhappy chances are haman friendships liable.

On Friday, Mgy 8., I dined with him at Mr.
Laugton’s. I was reserved and silent, which I sup-
vose he perceived, and might recollect the cause.
Af%r dinper, when Mr. Langton was calle
of the roomn, and we were by oursclves, he drew his

(1) Lord Weilesley has been so obliging as to give me the
foilowing account of the cause of this quarrel:  Boswell, vne
duv at Sir Joshua's table, chose to pronounce a high-fluwn pane-
gyric on the wats of Queen Aune’s ragu, and exclaimed, * How
delightful it must have been to have lived in the society of Pope,
Swift, Arbuthnot, (Gay, snd Bolingbroke! We have no such
suciety i our days’ S Josuua. *1 think, Mr. Boswell, you
maght be satisfied with your great friend’s conversation.” Jomx-
soN. ¢ Nay, Sir, Boswell 1s right; every man wishes for prefer-
ment, and if Boswell bad lived in those days, he would have
obtained promotion,” Sir Joswva. £ How so, Sir?’  Jonxson.
¢ 8ir, he would have had a high place in the Dunciad.” This
anecdate Lord Wellesley hvard from Mr. Thowmas Sydenhan,
who received it from Mr. Kaight, on the authority of Sir Joshua
Reynolds himself.” 1, however, suspect, that this is but another
version of the of the same kind, in refereuce to the
Dunciad, 'made in_ Sir Joshua’s presence, though not at his
house, some years before (sec anté, Vol. 111 n 85.) John-
son’s playful retort seems so much less offensive fifty others,
that Boswell relates himeelf to have endured patiently, that it is
improbabje that he should bave resented it so decply. The
anecdote, in passing throngh the hands of Mr. Knight and Mr.
Sydenham, may have lost its true date, and acquired something
deyond its true éxpression, — C.

o2
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chair pear to mine, and said, in a tone of coveili-
ating courtesy, ¢ Well, how have you done?”
BosweLL. < 8ir, you bave made me very uneasy
by your behaviour to me when we were last at Sir
Joshua Reynolds's. You know, my dear Sir, no
man has a greater respect and affection for you, or
would sooner go to the egd of the world to serve
you. Now, to treat me so—.” He insisted that
I had interrupted, which I assured him was not the
case; and proceeded — * But why treat me so be-
fore people who neither love you nor me? ” Jomw-
soN. “Well, I am sorry for it. U 'l make it up to
you twenty different ways, as you please,” BoswgLL.
“1 said to-day to Sir Joshua, when he observed
that you tossed me sometimes, 1 don't care How
often or how high he tosses me, when only friends
are present, for then I fall upon soft ground ; but 1
do net like falling on stones, which is the case when
epemies are present. I think this a pretty good
imege, Sir.” Jounson. “Sir, it is one of the
happiest I have ever heard.” (1)

The truth is, there was no venom in the wounds
which he inflicted at any time, unless they were ir-
wated by some malignant infusion by other hands.
We were instantly as cordial again as ever, and :
{oived in hearty laugh at some ludicrous but in-
‘iocent peouliarities of one of our friends, ‘Bos-
wirL. « Do you think, 8ir, it is always culpable to

~.-mgh, at a man to his face?” Joumoa. “ Why,

, ﬂ wuhvhchnmvmmtbum
\ﬁt lndanw weﬂi‘wmm uwm
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Sir, that depends upot the man and the thing. If
it is a slight man, and a slight thing, you may ; for
you take nothing valuable from him."

He snid, I read yesterday Dr. Blair's sermon o
devation, from the text ¢ Corneélius, a devout man,’
His doctrine isgthe best limited, the best expressed :
there is the most waribth without fanaticism, the
most rational transport. There is one part of it
which T disapprove, and 1'd have him correet it;
which is, that ¢ he who does not feel joy in religion
is far from the kingdom of heaven !’ there are many
good men whos® fear of God predominates oves
their love. It may discourage. It was rashly said. (')
Agoble sermon it'is indeed. I wish Blair would
eome over to the church of England.” -

When Mr. Langton returned to us, the ¢ flow of
talk went on.” An eminent author (2) being men-
tioned: Jouwson. * He is not a pleasant man.
His conversation is neither instruetive nor brilliant.

(12 The passage refarred to is, “ Of what nature must that
religion be, who professes to warship God and to believe
in Christ, and yet raises his thoughts tawards God and his Sa-
viour without dby warmth of gratitude or love? This is not the
men whom you would choose for your bosum friend, or whase
heart you would expect to answer with reciprocal warmth to
mmﬁnmm a‘{« be far from the kingdom of

* — Blaii'y Sermons, vel. i. p. 961, Dr. Johnson's re-
mark is certainly just; and it may be, moreover, observed that,
from Bldivs and His reference to Aseman friendships
Wﬁ , he might be understood 10 mean, that unless we
feel the same kind of * warmth® and affection townrds God that
we do tawiitds the objoots of tuthdt love, we are far from the
kingdom of heaven —an idea which seems to countenance fans-
ticisw, and which evéry sobetsrvinded Christian feels to be &
miere play on words; for the Jove of Ged and the love of ond's
wife and friend are certainly not, the sunie passion, — C.°

{2) No doulst Dr, Robertson, — C,
' . 03
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He does not talk as if impefled by any fulness of
knowledge or vivacity of imagination. His convers-
ation is like that of any other sensible man. He
talks with no wish either to inform or to hear, but
anly becanse he thinks it does not become e
—— to sit in a'company and say ing.”

Mr. Langton having refeeated anecdote of
Addison having distinguished between his powers in
conversation and in writing, by saying, «I have
only ninepence in my pocket ; but I can draw for a
thousand pourds ;” — Jounsox. “ He had not that
retort ready, Sir; he had prepareé it before-hand.”
LaxnoTow (turning to me). « A fine surmise. Set
a thief to catch a thief.”

«Jghnson called the East Indians harbarians. Bds-
weLL. “ You will except the Chinese, Sir 7" Jonw~
soN. “No, Sir.” BoswerLi. “ Have they not
arts?” Jouwsox. ¢ They have pottery.” Bos
WELL. “ What do you say to the writtcn characters
of their language?” Jounson. “ Sir, they have
not en alphabet. They have not been able to form
what all other nations have formed." BosweLi.
« There is more learning in their language than in
any other, from the immense number of their
charseters.”  Jouwsox. It is only more difficult
from its rudeness ; as there is more labour in hew-
ingdownntmewithaaﬁonethanwithanue."

e said, # I have been reading Lord Kames's

es of the History of Man.' In treating of
-;ceventy of punishment, he mentions that of Madams'
Lapouchin, .in Russia, but he does not give it
fairly ; for I have:locked at Chappe D'Aute-
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roche (1), from whom he has taken it, He stops
where it is said.that the spectators thought her
mnocent, and leaves out what follows, — that she
nevertheless was guilty. Now this is being as cul-
pable as one can coneeive, to misrepresent fact in a
book ; and for what motive ?(¥) It is like one of
these lies which peoply tell, one cannot see why.-
The woman's life was spared ; and no punishment
was too great for the fuvourite of an empress, who
had conspired to dethrone her mistress.” BosweLL.
< He was only giving a picture of the lady in her
sufferings.” Josinson. * Nay, don’t endeavour to
palliote this. Guilt is a principal feature in the
picture. Kawes is puzzled with a question that
» s
puzzed rue when I was a very young man. Why is
it that the interest of money is lower, when money
is plentiful; for five pounds has theFame proportion .
of value to a hundred pounds when money is plenti-
ful, as when it is scarce? A lady explained it to’
me. It is (said she) because when money is plenti-
ful there are so many more who have money to
lend, that they bid down one another. Many have
then a hundred pounds; aud one says— Take mine
rather than another’s, and you shall have it at four
per cent””  BosweLL. “ Does Lord Kumes decide
the question ?” JouxnsoN. “I think he leaves it
as he found it.” Boswsari. “This must have been

(1) [“ Journey into Siberia, made by order of the King of
Franet[:; publia;zd in 1768.”] i

(‘-:? ‘The passage iy to be found in b. i. sk. 5. The motive of
Lord Kamés for this certainly cuipable suppression, was evi-
dently to heighten our lndg:miou at the barbarity of the pue
nishment, of which he cites this as an unparilieled exumplos~C,

o 4
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an extraordinary lady who,instructed you, Sin
May 1 ask who she was?” Jouwnson. “ Molly
Aston (1), Sir, the sister of .those ladies with whom
you dined at Lichficld. — I shall be at home to-
morrow.” Boswseai. “ Then et us dine by our-
selves at the Mitre, to keep up the old custom, ¢the

« custom of the maner,’ custom of the Mitre.” Joux-
soN. “ Sir, so it shall be.”

On Saturday, May 9., we fulfilled our purpose of
lining by ourselves at the Mitre, according to the
8d custom. There was, on these oecasions, a little
ircumstanee of kind attention teé Mrs. Williams,

which must not be omitted. Before coming out,
and leaving her to dine alone, be gave her her
choigg of a chicken, a sweetbread, or any otlfer

(1) Johnson bad an extranrdi admiration of this lady,
notwi ding she was a violent Whig. 1In answer to her
high-flown speeches for fiberty, be nddressed to her the following

gram, of which I presume to offer a translation :

** Liber ut esve velim, snasisti, pulehra Maria,
Ut maneam Biher —pulchra Maca, vale!” .

Adicu, Maria! sinre vou 'd bave me free:
For, who bebalds thy charms a slave must be.*”

A correspondent of “ The Gentleman’s Magazine,” who sub-
scribes himself Sciclus, to whom I am fndebled for several
excellent remarks, obacrves, “ The turn of Dr. Johnson's lines
to Miss Aston, whose W hig Eriucipm he had been combati

rs to e to be taken from an ingenious w
¢ Menagiana,’ vol. iii, p. 576, etht, 1736, on p Indy
appeured at & uerade, kalillce en Jéswite, during the fierce
cantontions of the followers of Molinios and Jansenius concern-
ing free-will: . C

“ Qn rbtomme ici que Caliste
2?('1-&; Phabit 3\- !fnlimm.
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litle nice thing, which was carefully sent to her
from the tavern ready drest.

Our conversation to-day, I know not how, turned,
I think, for the ouly time at any length, during our
long acquaintance, upon the sensual intercourse be-
tween the sexes, the delight of which he ascribed
chiefly to imagination. g Were it not for imagina-
tion, Sir,” said he, ¥ a man would be as happy in
the arms of u chambermaid as of a duchess. But
such is the adventitious charm of fancy, that we
find men who have violated the best principles of
society, and ruiwed their fame and their fortune,
that they might possess a woman of rank.” It
would not he proper to record the particulars of
such a conversation in moments of unregerved
frunkness, when nobody was present onr whom it
could have any hurtful effect. Thafsubject, when
philosophically treated, may surely employ the mind
in a curious discussion, and as inpocently as anato~
my ; provided that those who do treat it keep clear
of inflammatory incentives. -

“ From grave to gay, from lively to severe,” —
we were soon engaged in very different speculations
humbly and reverently considering and wondering
at the universal mystery of all things, as our imper
fect faculties can now judge of them. “ There are,”
said he, * innumerable questions to which the in-
quisitive mind can in this state receive nv answer:
Why do you and I exist? Why was this world
created 7 Since it was to be created, why was it
not created sooner ?” ‘ .

On Sunday, May 10., 1 supped with him at Mr
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Hoole'’s (1), with Sir Joshun Reynolds I have
neglected the memorial of this evening, so as to re-
member no more of it than two particnlars: one,
that he strenuously oppused an argument by Sir
Joshua, that virtue was preferable to vice, consider-
ing this life only; and that a man would be vir-
tuous were it only to pregerve his character; and
that he expressed much wonder at the curious
formation of the bat, a mouse with wings ; saying,
that it was almost as strange a thing in physiology,
as if the fabulous dragon could be scen.

On Tuesday, May 12., I waited on the Earl of
Marchmont, to know if his lordship would favour
Dr. Johnson with information concerning Pop(-,
whose,_Life he was about to write. Johnson had
not flatte.ed himself with the hopes of receiving
any civility from this nobleman ; for he said to me,
when I mentioned Lord Marchmont as one who
could tell him a great deal about Pope, — ¢ Sir, be’
will tell me nothing.” 1 had the honour of being
known to his lordship, and applied to him of my-
self, without being commissioved by Johnson. His
lordship behaved in the most polite and obliging
manner, promised to tell all he recolleeted about
Pope, and was s0 very courteous as to say, « Tell
Dr. Johnson I have a great respect for him, and am
ready to show it in any way 1 can. I am to be in
the city to-morrow, and will eall at his house as ‘I
return.” His lordship however asked, * Will he
write the ¢ Lives of the Poets’ impartially ? He

{1) Bee a3, Vol. V. p. 221, O,
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was the first that brpught Whig and Tory into a
dictionary. And what do you think of the defi
nition of Excise ? . Do you know the history of his
aversion to the word transpire ?” Then taking
down the folio Dictionary, he showed it with this
censure ou its secondary sense: ¢ To escape from
seerecy to notice; a sense lately innovated from
France, without necessity,’ (1) ¢ The truth was,
Lord Bolingbroke, whu left the Jacobites(?), first
used it ; therefore it was te be condemned., He
should have shown what word would do for it, if it
was unnecessaryy’ I afterwards put the question to
Johnson: « Why, 8ir,” said he, ¢ get abroad.™
BosweLL.  That, Sir, is using two words.” Joun-
soW. « 8ir, there is no end to this. You may ps
well insist to have a word for old age.” Pofwert.
“ Well, Sir, senectus.” Jonnson.#® Nay, Sir, to
insist always that there should be one word to
express a thing in English, because therc is one in
another language (*), is to change the language.”
{1) Few words, however, of modern introduction have had
ter success than this — for it is not only in general, but even
in gulger vse. Johnson's awkward substitute of ¢ get abroad ™
does not seam to expross exactly the same meaning: @ secret
may get abroad by design, by accident, by breach of confidence;
but it is said to erenspire when it becomes known by small ine
direct circumstances — by symptoms — by inferences. 1t is now

ofien used in the direct sense of ¢ get abroad,” but, as appears o
me, incorrectly, —C.
_{2) The truth was, that Bolingbroke left and embraced every
party ix suocession, , )

* Was every thiug by turns, and nothing long."~=G,

3) This is not Lord Marchmont apd Boswell argued
for having Wﬂwjm one ideq, and when the idea is a simple
one, common to all mankind, like old age, the lmguag which
hat no single expression for it, is, so far, imperfect. —
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I availed myself of this oppprtunity to hear frem
his lordship many pwculars both of Pope and Lord
Bolingbyoke, which I have in writing.

I proposed to Lord Marchmont, that he should
revise Johnson's Life of Pope: « So,” said his lord-
shiip, « you would put me in a dangerous situation.
You know he knocked do'[n Osborne, the book-
seller.” (1)

* Elated with the success of my spontaneous ex-
‘ertion to procure material and respectable aid to
Johnson for his very favourite work,  the Lives of
the Poets,” I hastened down to Mr. Thrale's, at
Streatham, where he now was, that I might insure
.his being at home next dny and after dinner, when
I thought he would receive the good news in the
best humosur, I announced it eagerly: “1 have heen
at work for you “to-day, Sir. I have been with Lord
Murchmont. Hgbade me tell you he has a great
respect for you, and will call on you to-morrow at one
o’clork, and communicate all he knows about Pope.”
Here I paused, in full expectation that he would be
pleased with this intelligence, would praise my ac-
tive merit, and would be alert to embrace such an
offer from a nobleman. But whether I had shown
‘an over-exultation, which provoked his spleen; or
. whether he was seized with a suspicion that I had
obttuded him on Lord Marchmont, and  humbled
him too mue,, r Whether there was' any thing
‘smore than ap unlucky fit of illhumour, I know
'*M, but tom surprise the result was, — JOHNSON.

1) See.ansd, Vol. L p1e=G
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« I shall not be in to¥n to-morrow. I don't care to
kuow about Pope.” Mns. TRRALE (surprised as
I was, and a little angry). I suppose, Sir, Mr.
Boswell thought, that as you are to write Pope's
Life, you would wish to know about him.” Jonuw.
so¥. “ Wish! why yes. If it rained knowledge,
1'd hold out my hand¥ but I would not give my-
self the trouble to go in quest of it.” There was no
arguing with him at the moment. Some time after-
wards he said, * Lord Marchmont will call on me,
and then I shall call on Lord Marchment.” Mrs,
Thrale was uneasy at this unaccountable(!) caprice;
and told me, that if I did not take eare to bring .
about a meciing betwcen Lord Marchmont and
him, it would pever take place, which weuld *be
a great pity. 1 sent a card to hipstordShip, to be
left at Johnsou's house, acquainting him, that Dn
Johnson could not be in town next day, but would
do himself the honour of waiting on him at another
time. I give this account fairly, as a specimen of
that unhappy temper with which this great and
good man had decasionally to struggle, from some-
thing morbid in his constitution. Let the mest
oensorious of my readers suppose himself to bave a
violent fit of the toothache or to have received a
- severe stroke on the shin-bone, and when fn such a-
state to be asked a question; and if he has any
candour, he will not be surprised at the answers’

(1) Nat 36 unaccountsble s Mr, Boawell seems o
think. = His intervention in this affuir, unsolicited and unauthore
20 wis g o ey Of ia owem charater and Jone

before L.ord Marchmont by w
beadlong & master of the ceremonies, — C. -
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which Johnson sometimes gase in moments of irs
ritation, which, let me assurc them, is exquisitely
painful. But it must not be errroneously supposed
that he was, in the smallest degree, careless con-
cerning. any work which he undertook, or that he
was generally thus peevish, 1t will be seen that in
the following year he had & very agreeable inter-
view with Lord Marchmont at his lordship's house ;
and this very afternoon he svon forgot any fretfii-
ness, and fell into conversation as usual.

I mentioned a reflection having been thrown out
against four peers for having presumed to rise in
opposition to the opinion of the twelve judges, in a
cause in the House of Lords (), as if that were
indecest. Jomnson. ¢ Sir, there is no ground for
censure, Thuwneers are judges themselves: and
supposing them really to be of a different opinion,

" they might from duty be in opposition to the judges,
who were there only to be consulted.”

In' this “observation I fully concurred with him ;
for, unquestionably, all the peers are vested mth
the highest judicial powers; and when they are
confident that they understand a cause, are not
obliged, nay, ought not to acqmesce in the opinion
of the ordmary Jaw judges, or even in that of these
who from their studies and expenenoe are called
the Jaw lords. I consider the peers in general as I

‘dé & Jury, who ought to listen with renpectful atten-
m‘b} the “sages of the law; but if, after hearing.
they have a firm opinion of their own, are

,‘(l %mm Mr. Horne's writ of error. 'Sum
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bound, as honest mend to decide accordingly, ' Nor
is it so difficult for them to understand even law
questions as is generally thought, provided they
will bestow sufficient attention upon them. ' This
observation ‘was made by my honoured relation the
late Lord Catheart, who had spent his life in camps
and courts; yet assurcgd me, that he could form
 clear opinion upon most of the causes that came
before the House of Lords,  as they were so well
enucleated in the Cascs”

Mrs. Thrale told us, that a curious clergyman'
of our acquainmnce had discovered a licentious
stanza, which Pope had originally in his ¢ Umversal
Prayer, before the stanza, —

¢ What conscience dictates to be done,
' Or warns us nat to do,” &e.
It was ¢his : — .

# Can sins of moment claim the rod
Of everlasting fires ?
And that offund great Nature's God
Which Nature’s sclf inspires?”
and that Dr. Johnson observed, * it had been bor-
rowed from Guarini.” There are, indeed, in Pustor
Fido, many such flimsy superficial reasonings as
that in the last two lines of this stanza.
BosweLr. «In that stanza of Pope’s, ¢ rod of
JSires' is vertainly a bad metaphor." Mgns. THBALE
“ And ¢ sins of moment’ is a faylty expression; for
 its true import is momentous, which cannot be in-
tended.” . Jouxsow. « It must have been written
¢ of moments” * Of moment, is momentous ;. of mo-
m mmaury 1 warrant you, howevmv"opr
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wrote Siis slapin, nbil soind friend etruck i out
Boilewy wrote some spoh thing, sod Amaod stroek
i wat, mying * Vous gagneves deua oy trols intprier,
of gerdbes jo mo epilis combien &'honudies pess.
' Phase fellows waat to suy & daring thing, and dow't
Fogw how to go shout it. Mere posts know no
thave of fundemental pringjples than ——.* Here he
was somehow, Mri. Theals mentioned
Dreyden. Jowewoy. “ He purzled himeelf about
prodestination. How foolish was it in Pope to
wghve gt dis Riendabip to lords, who theught they
hdsured kim by being with him ; and to choose
such Jonds 28 Burlington, and Cobham, and Boling.

tate, because I do not care.” Boswrrr. ¢ Nor for
belng & Scotohman?” ¢ Nay, Sir, I do value you
wioth for beipg a Scotechman. You are 8 Booteh-

Sqptoh
Talkipg of divorass, 1 asked if Othellu's doytriye
o stot, platiailile : v e
Bl G o o ot g
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your friend to make %im anhippy ?*  Jomwssy.
“ Porhaps, Sir, I should not ; but that vould he
{rom prudénce an my own account. A man woukd
tell bis father.” Boswarr. « Yes; beeause he wonld
not have spurious children to get any share of the
fainily inheritance.” Mge. Trurarz.  Or he woulid
tell his brother.” Bosyerni. * Certainly his elder
brother. Jomnsox. “ Yoy would tell your fiiend
of & woman's infamy, to prevent his waerying a
prostitute : there is the same reason fn tell him
of his wift's infidelity when he is marriod, to prevent
Je consequenc® of fwposition. It is a Bresoh
of confidence not to tell a friend” Boswrili.
« Would you tell Mr. ~e— 7" (naming s gentles
man (') who assuredly was not in the least dangtr
of such a miscrable disgrace, th to
a fine woman.) Jomwsow. “ No, Siey hetahse 1
would do no good : he is so sluggish, #e ¢ hever go
to parliament and get through a diverée”

He said of one (<) of our friends, « HHe 1a roining
bimsclf without plrasure. A man who loses at pley,
or who runs out hix fortune atwourt, tiakes his es-
tate less, in hopes of making it bigger (I am sure of
this word, which was often used by him) : but it is
a sad thing to pass through the quagmire of px
mmony to the gulf of ruin. To pass over the flow-
ery puth Af bxtpavaganos is very well.

Adhonget the pumerous prints pasted on tne

|
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walls. of the diuingstoom al Streatham was Ho-
garth’s «“ Modern Midnight Conversation.” T asked
him what he kpew of Parson Ford, who made a
-eonspicuous figure in the riotous group. (')  Jonx-
soN. “ Sir, he was my acquaintance and relation,
my mother's nephew, He had purchased a living
in the country, but not simponiacally. I never saw
him but in the country. I have heen told he was a
man of great parts; very profligate, but I never
higrd he Was impious.” Boswrrn. © Was there
not a story of his ghost having appeared?” Joux-
s0oN, ¢ Sir, it was believed. A wiiter at the Hum-
muums, in which house Ford died, had been absent
for some time, and returned, not knowing that Ford
was dgad. Going down to the cellar, according
to the sty che met him; going down again. he
met -him a-gecind time. When he came up, he
asked some of the people of the house what Ford
could be doing there. They told him Ford was
dead. The waiter took a fever, in which he lay for
some time. When he recovered, he said he had a
- message to deliver to some women from Ford; but
he was not to tell what, or to whom. He walked
vut; he was followed ; but somewhere about St
Pauls they lost him. He came back, and said he
had delivered. the message, and the women ex-
clainied, ¢ Then we are all undone!” Dr. Pellet,
who was not a credulous man, inquired into the

'l‘he fene of Johnson, on this occasion, seers to
4 “EL Fact, that Ford was, Hogarth's riotoas pomon.
wnﬁ,\’ol.! p 6. —C.
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truth of this story, 4nd he said the evidence was
irresistible. My wife went to the Hummums; (itis
a place where people get themselves cupped). I
believe she went with intention to hear about this
story of Ford. At first they were unwilling to tell
her; but, after they had talked .to ler, she came
away satisfied that it yas true. To be sure, the
man had a fever; and this vision may have been the
beginning of it. But if the message to the women.
and their behaviour upon it, were true as related,
there was something supernatural. That rests upon
his word ; and there it remains.”

After Mrs. Thrale was gone to bed, Johnson and
I gat up late. We resumed Sir Joshua Reynolds's
argument on the preecding Sunday, thata man
would be virtuous, though he had pgesdfer motive
than to preserve his character. Jdfinsox. « Sir, it
is not true ; for, as to this world, vice does not hurt
a man's charaeter.” BoswreLL. ¢ Yes, Sir, debauch-
ing a friend’s wife will.” Jonxsox. ¢ No, Sir.
Who thinks the worse of [Beauclerk(?) for it?”
Boswerr. ¢ Lord [Bolingbroke] was npt his
friend.” Jomwnson. “ That is only a circumstance,
Sir; a slight distinction. He could not get into the
house but by Lord [Bolingbroke.] A mun is chosor
knight of the shire not the less for having s
bauched ladies,” BoswerLr. « What, Sir, if he
debauched the ladies of gentlemen in the county,
will not there be a general resentment against
him?” Jouwnsown. « No, Sir. Hec will lose those

. . €1) See ans3, Val, 11, p. 265, — C.
. 2
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patticular. gentlemen ¢ bhut thk rest will not trouble
their heads about it” (warmly). BosweLn. « Well,
Sir, I eannot think so0.” Jouwnsow. ¢ Nay, Sir,
“there is no talking with a man who will dispute what
every body knows (angrily). Don’t yon know
this?” Bosweri. « No, Sir; and I wish to think
better of your country than you eepresent it. 1
knew in Scotland 2 gentleman obliged to leave it
for debauching & lady ; and in one of our countivy
an earl’s brother lost his election because he had
debauched the lady of another earl in that county,
and destroyed the peace of a noblerfamily.”
Still he would not yield. He proceeded : « Will
you not allow, Sir, that vice does not hurt a map's
er 60 as to obstruct his prosperity in life,
when yo w that [Lord Clive] (') was loaded
with wealth and"bhoneurs ? a man who had acquired
his fortune by such crimes, that his consciousness
of them impelled him to cut his own throat.” Bos-
weLL. “ You will recollect, Sir, that Dr. Robertson
said he cut his throat because he was weary of still
Jife ; little, things not being sufficient to move his
great mind.” Jounsox (very angry). « Nay, Sir,
what stuff is this! You bad no more this opinion
after Robertson said it than before, I know no-
thing more offensive than repeating what one knows
to be foolish things, by way of continuing a dispute,
to see what a man will answer, —to make him your
butt!” (angrier stil.) Boswerr. « My dear Sir,
I had no such intention as you secm to suspect;

! (1) See ant?, p. 190.—C.
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I bad not indeed. lglight not this nobleman have
felt every thing ¢ weary, stale, flat, and unprofitable,’
as Hamlet says?”  Jouxso~. “ Nay, if you are to
Lring in gablble, I'll talk no more. I will not, upon
my honour” My readers wii decide upon this
dispute. (
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CHAPTER VI

1778—1779.
’

" Lord Kames. — Sir George Villiers's Ghost. — Innate
Firtue.— Native Modesty.— Foreign Travel.— Lord
Charlemont.— Country Life.~—Manners of the Great,
~— Horue's * Letler to Dunning.” — Dr. Mead. —
Rasselas and Candide.—Francis’s* Horace. — Mo-
dern Books of Travels, — Lord Chatham. — Fows.
w— Education. — Milton's * Tractate."e= Locke. —
Visit to Warley Camp. — Dr. Burney, — Sir Joshdu
Reyndtas ¢ Discourscs.”— Publication of the < Lires
of the Poet&™ % Death of Garrick.— Correspondence.

Nexr wmorning I stated to Mrs. Thrale at break
fast, before he came down, the dispute of last night
as to the influence of charactcr upon success in life.
She said he was certainly wrong; and told me
that a baronet lost an election in Wales because he
had debauched the sister of a gentleman in the
county, whom he made one of his daughters invite
as her companion at his seat in the country, when
his lady and his other children were in London.
But she would not encounter Johuson upon the
subject.

I staid all this day with him at Streatham. He
talked a great deal in very good humonr.

Looking at*Messrs. Dilly’s splendid edition_of
Leord Chesterfield’s miscellaneous works, he laughed,
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and said, * Here are ‘nmv two speeches aseribed w0
him, both of which were written by me: and the

best of it is, they have fuund out that ope is lik

Demosthenes, and the other fike Cicero, (M)

He censured Lord Kames's ¢ Sketches of the
History of Man,” for misrepresenting Clarendon's
account of the appearagee of Sir George Villicrs's
ghost, as if Clarendon were weakly eredulous ; when
the truth is,.that Clarendon ouly says, that the
story was upon a better foundation of credit than
usually such discourses arc founded upon; nay,
speaks thus of the persou who was reported to have
suen the vision, ¢ the poor man, if ke had been at all
wghing ;" which Lord Kames has omitted. 1le
added, *¢ In this book it is maintained that virtueis
natural tu man, and that i’ we woulddsfit consult
our own hearts we should be virttbus, Now, after
consulting our own hearts all we can, aud with all
the helps we have, we find how few of us are vir-
tuous. This is snymg a thing which all mankind
énow not to be true.” BosweLL. IS not modesty
natural?”  JomwsoN. © I cannot say, Sir, as we
find no people quite in a state of nature; but, &
think, the more they are taught, the more modest
‘they are. The French are a £ross. ill-bred, un-
taught people; a lady there will spit on the flonr
and rub it with her foot. What I gained by being
in France was, learning to be better satisficd with
my own country. Time wmay be employced to more
advantage from nineteen to twenty-four, almost in

(1) Sepant, Vol. 1, p. 172. = C. .
P4
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any way than in travelling. {¥When you set tra-
velling against mere negation, against doing nothing
it is better to be sure; but how much more would
a young man improve were he to study during those
years. Iodeed, if a young man is wild, and must
run after women and bad company, it is better this
should be done abroad, as,,on his return, he can
break off such counections, and begin at home a
new man, with a character to form, and acquaint-
auce to make. IHow little does travelling supply to
the conversation of any man who has travelled ! how
little to Beauclerk!” Boswery. ¢ What say you
to Lord (*)" Jouxsox. “1I never but
once heard him talk of what he had scen, and that
was of a large serpent in one of the pyramids of
Egypt” ™Baayvert. “ Well, T happened to hear
him tell the san® thing, which made me mention
him.” .

1 talked of a country life. Jonssow. « Wore I
to live in the country, I would not devote myself to
the acquisitﬁm of popularity; I would live in a
wuch better way, much more happily ; I would have
my time at my own command.” BosweLr. ¢ But,
Sir, is it not a sad thing to be at a distance from all
our literary friends?” Jomnsow. “ Sir, you will
by-and-by have enough of this couversation, which
now delights you so much.”

.- As he was a zealous friend of subordination, he
was at all times watchful to repress the vulgar cant
‘against the manners of the great.  High people,

(1) Jaroes, first earl of Charlement. His lordship was, to
the sty in-the habit of telling the story alluded o rather too

o ame Lo
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Sir,” said he, © are the best: take a hundred ladies
ofwquality, you'll find themn better wives, better mo-
thers, more willing to sacrifice their own pleasure
to their children, than a hundred other women.
Tradeswomen (I mean the wives of tradesmen} in
the city, who are worth from ten to fifteen thousand
pounds, are the worstgercatures upon the carth,
grossly ignorant, and tlanking vicionsness fashion-
able.  Farmers, 1 think, are often worthless fellows.
Few lords will cheat; and, if they do, they "Il be
ashamed of it: farmers cheat, and-are not ashamed
of it: they have all the sensual vices too of the
nobiity, with cheating into the bargain. Therc'is
as gnuch fornication and adultery amongst farmers
as amongst noblemen.” Boswerr. ¢ The notion
of the world, Sir, however, is, thas .#% morals
of women of quality are worse that those in lower
stations.” Jounson. % Yes, Sir; the licentiousness
of one woman of quality makes more neise than
that of a number of women in lower stations s then,
Sir, you are to consider the malignity of women in
the city against women of quality, which will make
them helieve any thing of them, such as that they
call their coachmen to bed. No, Sir; so faras 1
have observed, the higher in rank, the richer ladies
are, they are the better instructed, and the more
virtuous.”

This year the Reverend Mr. Horne published his
“ Letter to Mr. Dunning on the English Particle.”
Johnson read it; und though not treated in it with
sufficient respect, he had candour enough to say to
Mr. Seward, “ Were I to make a new edition of my
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Dictionary, I would adopt severul (') of Mr. Horne's
etymologics. 1 hope they did not put the dogdn
the pillory for his libel; he has too much literature
for that.” ()

On Ssturdoy, May 16, I dined with him at Mr.
Besuclerk’s with, Mr. Luugton, Mr. Steevens, Dr.
Higgins, and some others. ,,,I regret very feelingly
every instance of my remssness in recording his
memorabilia ; 1 am afraid it is the condition of hu-
manity (as Mr. Windbam, of Norfolk, once observed
to me, after having made an admirable speech in the
House of Commons, which was highly applaided,
but which he afterwards perecived might bave been
better), « that we are more uneasy from thinking of
our wants, than happy in thinking of our acquisi=
tions.” Lir.- an unreasonable mode of disturbing
our tranquillity,“and should be corrected : let me
then comfort myself with the Yarge treasure of John-
son’s conversation which 1 have preserved for my
own enjoyment and that of the world, and let me
exhibit what 1 have upon cach ocecasion, whether
more or less, whether a bulse, or only a few sparks
of a diamond. '

He said, ©“ Dr. Mead lived more in the broad
sunshine of life than almost any man.” (*)

(1) In Mr. Homme Tooke's enlurgement of that ¢ Letter,”
which he has since published with the title of % Bwe wrigearrs,
or, The Diversions of Purley,” he mentions this compliment, us
f Dr. Jobuson, instead of swveral of his etymologios, had said
all.  His recollection-having thus mnagnified it, shows how sme
bitious he was of the spprobation of so great a man. u

(2) See anté, p. 165, And 206, —

.'as’sznnr. Richard Mead was born in 1674, and died iy Y754,

Hection of books, pictures, and coins (which sold- for. up-
wards of 16,0004 ), were, during his 1ife, most liberally open to
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The disaster of General Burgoyne’s army (1) was
then the common topic of conversation. It was
asked why piling their arms was insisted upon as a
matter of such consequence, when it seemed to be a
circumstance o inconsiderable in itself. Jonxson.
“ Why, Sir, a French auilior says, ¢ 11 y a beaucovp
de puerilités duns la gugrre”  All distinctions are
trifles, becasse great things can seldom occur, and
those distinetions are settled by custom. A savage
would as willingly have his mcat sent to him in the
kitchen, as eat it at the table here: as men become
civilised. various tnodes of denoting honourable pre-
ference are invented.”

K this day made the observations upon the simi-
larity between “ Rasselas” and ¢ Candide :,which
I have inserted in its proper place (2), whet consider-
ing his admirable philosoplical romfince. He said,
* Candide, ” he thought, had more power in it than
any thing that Voltaire had written.

He said, « The lyrical part of Horace never can
be perfectly translated ; so much of the excellence
is in the numbers and expression.. Framcis has
done it the best ; I'll take his, five out of six, against
them all.”

On Sunday, May 17., I presented to him Mr.
Fullarton, of Fullarton, who has since distinguished
himself so much in India (%), to whom he naturalip

public curiosity, He was much visited by the literati and fos
reigners, and Jid certainly live in the "lm{-shine of life,” = C.
(1) lts surrender at Saratogs, October, 1777, — C.
{2) fee anie, Vol, I1. p, 308. —C.
8) {1a 1787, Mr. Fullarton “ the En
“u(';’)‘I inlndin.l"] published a # View of the
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i

ailked of travels, as Mr. Brydoue accompanied him
n his tour to Sicily and Malta. He said, “ The
mformation which we have {rom modern travellers
is much more autheutic than what we had from
ancient travellers: ancient travellers guessed; mo-
dern travellers measure. The Swiss admit that
there is but one error in Stanyan. (!) If Brydone
were niore attentive to hus Bible, he would be a
good traveller.” (2)

. He said, ¢ Lord Chatham was a Dictator ; he
possessed the power of putting the state in motien ;
now there is no power, all order igrelaxed.” Bos-
weLL. *Is there no hope of a change to the
better?” Jounson. ¢ Why, yes, Sir, when we_are
weary of this relaxation. So the city of London:
will applir« its mayors again by seniority. Dos-
wELL. “ But istnot that taking a mere chance for
having 2 good or a bad mayor?” Jomnson.
“ Yey, 8ir; but the evil of competition ix greater
than that of the worst mayor that can come: be-
sides, there is no more reason to suppose that the
choice of a rabble will be right, than that chance
will be right.” ,

On Tuesday, May 19, I was to set out for Scot-
land in the evening. He was engaged to dine with
me at Mr. Dilly's; I waited upon him to remind:
him of his appointment and attend him thither; he
gave me some salutary counsel, and recommended
vigorous resolution against any deviation from

Temple Stanvan, author of the “ Grecian History,” Hia
“ chzzo[uu":;Switwmn * was published in 1714.] oy )

(2) [See aned, Vol. VL p. 108
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moral duty. BosweLr. « But you would not have

me to bind myself by a solemn obligation?” Jonw-

soN (much agitated). “What! a vow!—0, no,

Sir, a vow is a horrible thing! it is a snare for sin,
The man who cannot go to heaven without a vow,
may go——"(}). Here, standing crect in the mrid-
dle of his library, and relling grand, his pause was
truly a curious compound of the solemn and the
ludicrous : he half-whistled in his usual way when
pleasant, and he paused as if checked by religious
awe. Methought he would have added, ¢ Aell, but
was restrained. ®f humoured the dilemina. « What,
Sir!" said T, «¢ In calum jusseris it ?’” alluding
to &is imitution of it,—

4 And bid him go to hell, to hell he goes.: -

I had mentioned to him a slight fault in his noble
¢ Imitation of the Tenth Satire of Juvenal,” e too
near recurrence of the verb spread in his descrip-
tion of the young enthusiast at college: —

4 Through all his veins the fever of renown
Spreads from the strong contagion of the gown ;

O'er Bodley's dome his future labours spread,
And Bacon's mansion trembles o'er his head.”

He had desired me to change spreads to burns ;
!;:lt for perfect anthenticity, I now had it done with
his own hand.” () I thought this alteration not

(1) See ant3, Vo, I11. p. 7. —C.

__(2) The slip of paper on which he made the correction is de-
posited by me in the noble library to which it relates, and o
which I have presented other pieces of his handwriting, — B. —
Yet, strange to say, the correction has never been miade in any



292 . LIFT oF JomNsON 1778,

Lk .
only euved the fault, but was more poetical, as it
might carry an allusion to the shirt by which Her-
.onles was inflamed.
We had a quiet, comfortable mecting at Mr.
Dilly's; ' nobody there but ourselves. Mr. Dilly
-mentioned somebody having wished that Milton’s
¢ Tractate on Education y should be printed along
- with his Poems in the edition of the English Poets
. then going on. JounsoN. “ It wonld be breaking
in upon the plan; but would be of no great con-
sequence. So far as it would be any thing, it would
be wrong. Education in Englanu has been in dan-
ger of being hurt by two of its greatest men, Milton
and Locke. Milton's plan is impracticable, snd I
dupwe has never been tried. Locke’s, I fancy,
has been tried often enough, but is very imperfect
it gives too much to one side, and too little to the
other; it gives too little to literature.—I shall do
what I can for Dr. Watts; but my materials are
very scanty. His poems are by no means his best
‘works; 1 cannot praise his poetry itself highly, but
I can praise its design.”
My illustrious friend and I parted with assurances
‘of affectionate regard.
I wrote to him on the 25th of May, from ‘Thorpe
in Yorkshxre, ond of the seats of Mr. Bosville, and
. gave him an account of my having passed a day at
Limoln, unexpectedly, and therefore mthout havmg

i o

wmmm' editions of the poem. - Na the(h&mheds-
‘ﬁ%'mwuln:mm nocy'ammm
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any letters of recommendation, that-I had bheen.
honoured with civilities from the Reverend Mr.
Simpson, an acquaintance of his, and Captain
Broadley, of the Lincolnshire militia; but more
particularly from the Reverend Dr. Gordon, the
chancellor, who first received me with great pnlite-
ness as a stranger, and,gyhen 1 informed (him who I
was, entertaincd me at his house with the most flat-
tering attention : I also expressed the pleasure with
which I had found that our worthy friend, Langton,
was highly estcemed in his own county town.

Lerrer 522 FROM MR. BOSWELL.

 Edinburgh, June 18. 1778,

“ My DeAR Sir,—*% * * Since my return to Scot-
land, I have been again at Lanark, agd have had more
conversation with Thomson’s- sister, It is strange that
Murdoch, who was his intimate friend, should have
mistaken his mother’s maiden name, which he says was
Hume, whereas Hume was the name of his grandmother
by the mother’s side. His mother's name was Beatrix
Trotter (!), a daughter of Mr. Trotter of Fogo, a small
proprietor of land. Thomson had one brother, whom
he had with him in Englend as his amanuenais ; but
he was seized with a consumption, and §aving returned
t Seotdand, to try what his native airfwould do for
him, died young, ~ He hed three sisters: one married
to Mr. Bell, mgpnister of the parish of Strathaven ; one
to Mr. Craig, father of the ingenious architect, who

ve the plan of the New Town of Edinburgh ; and one
w- Mr. Thomsol, master of the grammar.school at
S e ety e

o o ;”.z i \ T
ing d.this mistake, he CoNttUCEty - -
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Lanark. He was of a2 humane and benevolent disposi-
tion ; not only sent valuuble presents to hus sisters, but
8 yearly allowance in moncy, and was always wishing
to have it in lus power to do them more good. Lord
Lyttelton's observation, that * he loathed much to wnite,’
was very true. His letters to his sister, Mrs. Thomson,
were not frequent; and in one of them he says, * A
my friends who know me, know how backward I am to
write letters ; and never impute the negligence of my
hiand to the coldness of my heart.” I send you a copy
of the last letter which she had from himn ; she never
heard that he had any intention of going into holy
ovders. From this late interview with his sister, 1
think much more favourably of birh, as 1 hope you
will. I am eager to see more of your Prefaces to the
Poets: I solace myself with the few proof-sheets which
F have.

1 gend another parcel of Lord Hailes’s ¢ Annals,’
which you will plcese to return to me as soon as you
conveniently can. He says, © he wishes you would eut
a little deeper ;' but he may be proud that there is so
little occasion to use the critical knife. I ever am, my
dear Sir, &c. James BoswrLyn.”

Mr. Langton has been pleased, at my request, to
favour me with somie particulars of Dr. Johnson's
visit to Warley-camp, where this gentleman was at
the time stationed as a captain in the Lincolnshire
militia. I shall give them in.his own words in a
letter to me. .

“ It was in the summer of the year 1778, that he
gomplied with my invitation to come down to the camp
st Warley, and he staid with me sbout a week ; the
scene sppesred, notwithstanding a great degree of ill
health that he scemed to labour under, to interest end
amuse him, as sgreeing with the digposition that I
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hilieve you know he cofutantly munifested towards in-
quTing into subjects of the military kind. He sate,
with a patient degree of attention, to observe the pro-
cewdings of a regimental court-martial, that happencd
0 he called in the time of his stay with us ; and one
mght, as late as at eleven o’clock, he accompanied the
najor of the regiment in going what are styled the
wounds, where he might observe the forms of visiting
the guards, for the seeing that they and their sentries
ate 1eady in their duty on fheir several posts. He took
occasion to converse at tines on military topics, once in
parucular, that 1 see the mention of, in your ¢ Journal
of a Tour to the Hebrides,” which lics open before
me (1), as to gunpowder ; which he spoke of to the
salne etfect, in part, that you relate.

* ()n one¢ occasion, when the regiment were going
thigugh their exercise, he went quite close to the men
at une of the cxtremities of it, and watched all their
practices attentively ; and, when he came away, his
remark was, ¢ The men indeed do logd their muskets
and fire with wondertul celerity.’ e was likewise
pardcular in requining to know what was the weight
of the mushet balls in use, and within what distance
they might be expected to take effect when fived off.

“ In walking among the tents, and observing the
difference between those of the officers and private men,
he said, thet the superiority of accommodation of the
hetter conditions of life, to that of the inferior ones, nas
never exhibited to him in so distinet a view. The
ervilitiea paid to him in the camp were, from the gen-
temen of the Lincolnshire regiment, one of the officers
of which accommodated him with a tent in which he
slept ; and from General Hall, who very courteously
invited him to dine with him, where he appeared to be
vety well pleased with his entertainment and the civili-

(1) See ant?, Vol, 1V, p. 129,
VOL. VII, Q
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ties he received on the part df the Genmeral (1); the
actention likewise of the Ueneral’s alde-de-camp, Captain
Smith, seemed to he very welcome to him, as appeared by
their engaging in » great deal of discourse together. The
gentlemen of the East-York 1egiment hkewise, on being
informed of his coming, solieited his company at dinner,
but by that time he had fixed his departure, so that he
could not comply with the invitation.”

Lrrrza 823, TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
« London, July 3. 1778,

“ S, I have received two letters from yos, of
which thiwsecond complains of the neglect shown to the
first. You must #ot tie your friends to such punctual
correspondence. You have all possible assurances of
my affection and esteem ; and there ought to be no
need of reiterated professions. When it may haffpen
that T ean give you cither counsel or eomfort, I hope
it will never happen to me that J should nevlect you;
but you must nd: think me criminal or cold, it 1 say
nothing when 1 have notlung to say.

“ You arc now happy enough. Mrs. Boswell is res
cowered ; and T congratulate you upon the probahlity
of ber long life. 1f general approbation will add any
¢hing to your enjoymenmt, I can tell you that I have
heard you mentioned as a man whom every body likes.
I think hife has little more to give.

 Langton has gone to s regiment. He hes laid
down his coach, and talks of making more contractions
of his expense : how he will succeed, I know not. 1s
is difficult to reform a household gradwally ; it may be
done better by a system totally new. I am afrsid he
has alweys something to hnde. When we pressed hirm

1) Whep I onc day at court expressed to Goneral Hall m;
aéoeﬂhwbmourhehadd friend he polstel
% fur Idﬂny-y'hmm."mm’ ’
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10 go to Langton, he oij'ected the necessity of attending
lus navigation (') ; yet he could talk of going to Aber-
deen (*), a place not much nearer his navigation, I
bulieve he cannot bear the thought of living at Langton
in a state of diminution ; and of appearing among the
gentlemen of the neighbourhood shorn of hix beams.
This is natural, but it 16 conardly. What I told him
of the increasing expense of & growmg family, scems to
have struck him. He certwnly had gone on with very
confused views, and we have, I think, shown him that
he is wrong; though, with the common deficience of
advisers, we have not shown him how to do right.

“ T wish you would a little correct or restrain your
mmagination, and Wnagine that happiness, such as life
adinits, way be had at other places as well as London
Without affecting Stoicism, it may be smd, that 1t is
ourslbusincss to cxempt ourselves as much 2s we can
from the power of external things. "There 1s but oné
solid basis of bappiness ; and that 1s, the reasonsble
hope of a happy futurity. This mag be had every-

ere.

1 do not blame your preference to London to other
pluces, for 1t is really to be preferred, if the choice 1»
free ; but few have choice of their place, or their
manner of life; and mere pleasure ought not to be the
prime motive of action.

“ Mrs. Thrale, poor thing, has a daughter. Mr.
Thrale dislikes the times, like the rest of us. Mrs.
Williams is sick ; Mrs. Desmoulins is poor. I have
miserable mights. Nobody is well but Mr. Levett, [
am, dear 8ir, your most, &c. Sau. Jounsox.”

1) The Wey eanal, from Guildford to Weybridge, in which
he(éh‘ldacoml hthre.whwhhugnnd:m an:ssems.
2) Hu it in Scotland st thw
p&gd__sclfdymmn,. appests, were
Q?
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In the course of this year¥therc was a difference
between him and his friend Mr. Straban ; the par-
ticulars of which it is unnecessary to relate. Their
reconciliation was communicated to me in a letter
from Mr. Strahan in the following words : —

** The notes I showed you that past between him and
me were dated in March last, Tl matter lay dormant
till 27th July, when he wrdte to me as follows : —

Lrrrea 323, TO WILLIAM STRAHAN, ESQ.

¢ 81m,— [t would be very foolish for us to continue
strangers any longer, You can pever by persisteney
make wrong right. If T resented tov acritneniously, I
resented only to yourself. Nobody ever saw or Ieiard
what I wrote. You saw that my anger was over; for
in a day or two I came te your house I have given
you a longer time; and I hope yon have made so gnod
use of it, as to be no lunger on evil terms witl, Sir,
yours, &ec. Say. Joanson.”

“ On this T called upon him: and he has since
~-aaed with me.”

After this time, the same friendship as formerly
continued between Dr. Johnson and Mr. Strahan.
My friend mentioned to me a little circamstance of
‘his attention, which, though we may smile at it, must
, bee allowed to have its foundation in a nice and true
“knowledgé of human life. « When I write t6 Scot-
‘land,” said he, “ I employ Strahan to frank my.
letters, that he may have the consequenee of ap
pearing a parliament-man among his countrymen.”
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Lerizr 825. TO MRS THRALE.

« Qet, 15, 1778,

“ As to Dr, Collier’s (1) epitaph, Nollekens has had
it so Jung, that T have forgotten how long. You never
had it,  There is a print of Mrs. Montague, and I shall
think myself very ill rewarded for my love and admir-
atiop 1 she does not give me one ; she will give it
aohody in wit o it will excite more respectful senti.
went~.  But 1 vever conld get any thing from her but
by ruahing a face ; and so, if you please, you may tell
hey

Whi: I callgd the other dry at Burney's, I found
onfy b o ones at home ; at last came the docter
and madan, trom a dinner in the country, to tell how
thesy bat Luen robled as they returnel. ‘The doctor
savedd his puire. but pave them three guineas and sorfe
silver, of which they returned him three-gndesixpenee,
unasked, to pay the turnpike. .

“ f have sat twice to Sir Joshua, and he seems w
ke his 0 /n performance.  lle hay projected another,
in which I am to be busy; but we can think on it at
I isure.

“ Mrs. Williams is come home better, and the habit-
ation is all concord and harmony ; only Mr. Levett har-
bours discontent. With Dr. Lawrence’s coasent, I
have, for the two last nights, taken musk: the first
night was a worse night than common, the second, a
better ; but not so much better as that 1 dare ascribe
any virtue to the mediciue. 1 took & scruple each time.”

¢ Oct. 81. I778.

. 8ir Joshua has finished my picture, and it seems
t please every body, but I shall wait to see how it

(1) Dr. Collier, of the Common 1y friend of Mrs.
Thraie’s, who died 23d May, 1777. -:’ Ca.n ey

Qs
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pleases you, To-day Mrs. Williams and Mrs. Desmou-
lins had a scold, and Williams was going away ; but 1
bid her not turn tail, and she came back, and rather
got the upper hand.”

Lerres 326. TO CAPTAIN LANGTON/(),
leqy—C’urip-
€ “ Qct. 81. 1776.

“ Dear Sir,— When I recollect how long ago I
was received with so much kindness at Warley common,
1 am ashamed that I have not made some inquiries after
my friends. -

¢ Pray how many sheep-stealers did you convict ?
and how did you punish them ? When are you to be
cantoned in better habitations ? The air growsgpld,
#nd the ground damp. Longer stay in the camp can-
not be without much danger to the health of the com-
mon men, if evey the officers can escape,

“ You see that Dr. Percy is now dean of Carlisle ;
above five hundred a year, with a power of presenting
himeelf to some good living. He is provided for. The
session of the Club is to commence with that of the
parliament. Mr. Banks (°) desires to be admitted ; he
will be a very honourable accession.

¢ Did the king please you (*)? The Coxheath men,
1 think, bave some resson to complain. (¥) Reynolds
says your camp is better than theirs. I hope youn find
yourself sble to encounter this weather, Take care of

(1) Dr. Johnson here addresses his woﬂh{‘frlend, Besinet

Langton, Esq., by his title as Captain of the Lincolnshire Mi-
Iitimgit: whl?cuhqh:iu since been most deservedly raised to the
rgnk of Major.

O] Afterwards 8ir Joseph, —C. .
I, mg)o?m‘bgwm the Queen visited Warley Camp on the

' {4) OFf the king's not visiting that camp as well uW‘nley'
w:fi&, however, lFe did, on thegad November. —. C, !
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your own health ; and, as you can, of your men. Be
pleased to make my compliments to all the gentlemen
whose notice I have had, and whose kinduness I have
experien,*d. 1 am, dear Sir, &c. Sam. Jounsox.”

I wrote * him on the 15th of August, the 18th
of Scptember, und the Gth of November ; informiug
him of my having had another son born, whor 1
had called Jumes (1) ; that I had passed some time
at Auchinleck ; that the Countess of Loudoun, now
in her ninety-ninth year, was as fresh as when he
saw ler, and remembered him with respect; and
that his mother by adoption, the Countess of Eglin-
toune, had said to me, ¢ Tell Mr. Johnson, 1 love
h'm excecdingly ;” that I had again suffered much
from bad spirits ; and that as it was very long siifce
I heard from him, I was not a little uneasy.

The continuance of his regard Yor his friend, D».
Burney, appears fiom the following letters: —

Lerrzs 327, TO THE REV. DR. WHEELER (%),
Oxford.
« London, Nov. 2. 1778.

“ Dear 81, — Dr. Burney, who brings this paper,
is engaged in a History of Music; and having been

(1) This was the gentleman who contributed a few notes to
this- work. He was of Brazennose College, and a Vinerian
Fellow, und died in February 1829, at his chambers, in the

emple. — Harr, =1 had the pleasure of his acquaintance.
E\?i ub:::::ed an eduiiirll‘n ;f' th speare; was very convivial ;

n o i — ether on
pant o sede.m-—c. e father — though altog, a

e St s Podnr
er 1! . In e was in ius
of Dirinity and Canon of Christ-church, = Huetfl

Q4
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told by Dr. Markham of soine MSS. relating to his sub-
ject, which are in the library of your college, ir desirons
to examine them. He 18 my friend; and therefore I
take the liberty of entreating your favour and assistance
in his inquiry ; and can assure you, with great con-
fidence, that if you knew him he would not want any
intervenient solicitation to obtain the kindness of one
who loves learning and virtue as you love them.

« I have been flattering myself all the summer wiih
the hope of paying my annual visit to my friends ; but.
something has obstructed me: 1 still hope not 0 be
long without seeing you. 1 should be glad of a litile
literary talk ; and glad to show you, by the frequency
of my visits, how eagerly 1 love it, when you talk it.
1 am, dear Sir, &c. Sam. Jonnsos.”

o
frrrex 328. TO THE REV. DR. EDWARDS{'),
Oxford.

st London, Nov. 2. 15778,

<« 81r, — The bearer, Dr, Burney, has had some ac-
count of a Welsh manuscript in the Bodleian library,
from which he hopes to gain some materials for his
History of Music ; but being ignorant of the Jangusge,
is at a loss where to find assistance. I make no doubt
but you, Sir, ean help him through his difficultics, and
therefore take the liberty of recommending him to your
favour, as I am sure you will find him & man worthy of
every civillty that can be shown, and every benefit that
cap be conferred.

¢ But we must not let Welsh drive us from Greek.
What comes of Xenophon ? (?) 1f you do not like the

Edward Edwards entered at Jesus Col 1743, et 17;
(1 lm. &D 1756; and D. D. 1760, ~r >

+

. was preparing an edition of Xenoph
, emorubnlh. wh(ch, however, he d%d not live to complote. ..T{‘_:
%u 1t was published in 1785, with a preface by Dr, Owem]
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trouble of publishing the book, do not let your com-
mentaries be lost ; contrive that they may be published
somewhere. I am, Sir, &ec. Sam. Jonnson.”

These letters procurcd Dr. Burney great kindness
and friendly offices from both of these gentlemen,
not only on that occasion, but in future visits to the
university. The sume gear Dr. Johnson not only
wrote to Joseph Warton in favour of Dr, Burney's
youngest son, who was to be placed in the college of
Winchester, but accompanied him when he went
thither.

We surely carnot but admire the benevolent ex-
ertions of this great and good man, especially when
weagonsider how gricvously he was atflicted with
bad health, and how uncomfortable his home was
made by the perpetual jarring of those whom he
charitably accommodated under his roof. He has
sometimes suffered me to talk jocularly of his group
of females, and call them his Seraglio. Hec thus
mentions them, together with honest Lovett, in one
of his letters to Mrs. Thrale : « Williams hates every
body; Levett hates Desmouling, and does not love
Williams ; Desmoulins hates them both ; Poll (1)
loves none of them.” (?)

1) Miss Carmichael.— B.— I have not learned how this
was connucted with Dr. Jobnson. 1t was no doubt his
dothestic exEri(mec which prom his complimentary exela
mation to Hannah More and her four sisters, « What! five
women live happily together ! | — More’s Life, v. i. p. 67.—C. 1885,

. {2) These gumnexions exposed him to trouble and incessant
rolicitation, whith he borz well enough ; but his imnates were
enemies to-his E:yqe, and oceasioned him great disquict: the
jealousy that subsisted among them rendered his dwelling irk~ ¢
some to bim, and he seldom approached it, after an evening's
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Lerres 529. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
« Nov. 21. 1778,

“ Dean Sir,~ It is indeed a long time since I wrote,
and I think you have some reason to complain ; how-
ever, you must not let small thinge disturb you, when
you have such a fine addition to your happiness as a
new boy, and I hope youy lady’s health restored by
bringing him. It seems very probable that a little care
will now restore her, if any remains of her complaints
are left.

 You seem, if I understand your letter, to be gain-
ing ground at Auchinleck, an incidepy, that would give
me great delight.

¢ When any fit of anxiety, or gloominess, or per-
version of mind lays hold upon you, make it & rulgnot
@ publish it by complaints, but exert your whole care
to hide it ; by endeavouring to hide it, you will drive
it away. Be always busy.

 The Club is to meet with the parliament ; we talk

canwaweation abroad, but with the dread of finding it a scene of
¢ nd of having his cars filled with the complaints of Mrs,
» of Frank’s neglect of his duty and inattention to the
$ of his master, and of Frank against Mrs. Williams, for
the authority she assumed over him, and cxercised with an un.
warrantable severity, Even those intruders who had taken
shelter under his roof, and who, in s absence from home,
braught thither their children, found cause to murmur; “ their
provision of food was scanty, or their dinners ill dressed;" all
which be chose to endure, rather than put an end to their cla-~
maours by ridding his home of such thankless and troublesome
guesta. ~ Nay, so insensible was he of the ingratitude of those
whom he su thus to hang upon him, and among whom he
may be said to bave divided an income which was Intle more
than sufiicient for his own support, that he would submit to re.
proach and personal aftront from some of them; even Levett
wonld sometimes jvsult hitn, and Mrs. 'Whlliams, in her pare
nxyﬁmuf ragy, has béen known to drive him from her presence
i JLAWKING,
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of electing Banks, the traveller ; he will be a reputable
member. Langton has been encamped with his com-
pany of militia on Warley-common ; 1 spent five days
amongst them ; he signalised himself as a diligent officer,
and has very high respect in the regiment. He pre-
rided when I was there at a court-martial ; he is now
quartered in Hertfordshire ; his lady and little ones are
in Scotland. Paoli came to the camp, and commended
the soldiers. ]

“ Of myself I have no great matters to say: my
health is not restored ; my nights are restless and tedi-
ous. ‘I'he best night that I have had these twenty
years was at Fort Augustus

“ T hope soow to send yon a few Lives to read. I
am, dear Sir, your most affectionate,  Sam. Jomnsox.”

About this time the Reverend Mr. Jolin Hussgy,
who had been somec time in trade, and was then a
clergyman of the church of Englayd, being about to
undertake a journey to Aleppo, and other parts of
the East, which he accomplished, Dr. Johnson (who
had long been in habits of intimacy with him) ho-
noured him with the following letter ; —

Lyrrer 330. TO MR. JOHN HUSSEY.
« Dee. 29. 1778.

“ DeAr B, -1 have sent you the ¢ Grammar,’
and have left you two books more, by which I hope to
be remembered : write my name in them ; we may,
perhsps, see each other no more: you part with my
good wishes, nor do I despair of seeing you return.
Let no opportunities of vice cornypt you ; let no bad
example seduce you ; let the blindness of Mahometans
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confirm you in Christianity. God bless you. 1 am,
* dear Bir, your affectionate humble servant,
“ Sam, Jomngon.”

Johnson this year expressed great satisfaction at
the pubkcation of the first volume of * Discourses
to the Royal Academy,” by Sir Joshua Reynolds,
whom he always considew.d as one of his literary
school. Much praise indeed is due to those excel-
lent Discourses, which are so universally admired,
and for which the author received from the Empress
of Russia a gold snuff-box, adorneq with her profile
in bas reliéf, set in diamonds ; and containing, what
is infinitely more valuable, a slip of paper, on which
are written, with her imperial majesty’s own hend,
the following words: —¢ Pour le Chevalicr Rey-
nolds, en témoignage du contenfement que jai res-
sentic a la lecture de ses excellens Discours sur la
Peinture.”

This year, Johnson gave the world a luminous
proof that the vigour of his mind in all its facultics,
whether memory, judgment, or imagination, was not
in the least abated; for this year came out the first
four volumes of his *“ Prefaces, biographieal and cri-

tical; to the most eminent of the Engligh Poets *,”
:published by the booksellers of London. The re-
‘'maining volumes came out in the year-1780. The
"poets were selected by the scveral bodksellers who
had the honorary eopyright, which'is tifl preserved
mg them by mutual compact, notwithstanding
‘the decision of the House of Lords against the per-

Ppetuity of literary property. We have his own au-
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thority (2), that by his recommendation the ems

of Blackmore, Watts, Pomfret, and Yalden, were

added to the collection. Of this work I shall speak
»more particularly hercafter.

Lrrree 831, TO MRS. ASTON.
« Bolt Court, Fleet Street, Jan. 2. 1779.

“ Dear Manay,— No¥ the new year is come, of
which 1 wish you and dear Mrs. Gastrel many and
wany returns, it is fit that I give you some account of
the year past. 1n the beginning of it I had a difficulty
of breathing, and other illness, from which, however, I
by degrees recoveted, and from which I am now toler.
ably free. In the spring and summer I flattered myself
that I should come to Lichfield, and forebore to write
till ¥ could tell of my intentions with some certainty,
and one thing or other making the journey always im-
proper, as 1 did not come, 1 opitted, to write, till at
last T grew afraid of hearing ill news. But the other
day Mr. Prujean (*) called and left word, that you, dear
Madam, are grown better ; and 1 know not when 3
heard any thing that plessed me so much. I shall now
long more and more to see Lichfield, and partake the
happiness of your recovery. :

“ Now you begin to mend, you have grest encour
agement to take care of yowrself. Do not omit any
thing that can conduce to your health, and when I came,
I shall hope to enjoy with you, and dearest Mrs: Gas..
trel, many pleasing hours. Do not be angry at my long
omission to write, but let me hear how you both do,
for you will write to nobody, to whom your welfare
will give more pleasure, than to, dearest Madam, your
most humble servant, . : 8ax. Jonxeon.”

(1) Life of Watts.

2) Mr. Prujean married the.youngest o Mmm
- nwool:tw t.hayou of the
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Lerrza 832,  TO MRS. LUCY PORTER.

« Bolt Court, Flect Street, Jan, 2, 1779,

* Daarest Love,— Though { have so long omitted
to write, 1 will omit it no longer, 1 hope the new year
finds you not worse than you have formerly been ; and
I wish that many years may pass over you without
bringing either pain or discontent For my part, 1 think
my health, thaugh not good, fiet rather better than whin
1 left you.

% My parpose was to have peid yon my anmmual viat
in the summer, but it happened otherwise, not by any
Jjourney another way, for I have never been many mles
from London, but by such hindranres” as it 15 hard to

to any account.

*“ Do not follow my bad example, but write to_me
800 again, and let e know of you what you bave to
tell ; 1 hope it is all good.

 Please to make my compliments to Mru. (‘obb,
Mrs. Adey, and Mise .Adley, and all the ladies and gen-
tlemen that frequent yow wnansion.

“ If you want any books, or any thing else that I
can send you, let me know. 1 am, dear Madam, your
most humble servant, Sam. Junsson.”

On the 22d of January, I wrote to him on several
topics, and mentioned, that as he had deen so good
a4 t0 permit me to have the proof shoets of his
¢ Lives of the Poets,” 1 had written to his servant,
Fraucis, to take care of them for e,

Lokren 893. FROM MR, BOSWELL,
) « Edinburgh, Feb. 1. 1779,
« My Dunin 8iR, « Garrick’s death is & striking
event ; not that we should be surprised with the death
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of any man who bas lLived sixty-two years(1); bue
because there was a eswacsty in our late celebrated frfendt,
which drove away the thoughts of death from any amso-
ciaon with hem. I am sure you will be tendely
affectsd with his departere, and 1 would wish te hear
from you upon the subject I was obbged to hum in
my diys of ¢Frvescence in London, when poor Dernck
was my governor , and aince that ime I recerved many
avihties from him Do ygp remember how plesaing 1t
was, when 1 recesved a letter fiomm him at Inverary,
apon our first relurn to avilised living after our He-
bridean Journcy ¢ 1 shall always remember hum with
affiction as well as admiration.

“ On Saturdiyglast beng the 30th of Jenuary, 1
drank coffic and old port, and had solemn conversation
with the Reverend Mr. Falconer, 8 nonjuring hishop, a
veryglearned and worthy man. He gave two to
which you will hihiove I drank with cordiabty, Dr.
Samuel Johnwon and Flora Macdordld I sat about
tour hours with hum, and 1t was reallmpas 1f I had been
hving m the last «ntury  The episcopal church of
Scotland, though famthful to the royal house of Stuart,
bas nevcr accepted of any cungé d (lire stnce the revola-
tion , 1t 18 the only true episcopal church in Scotland,
as 1t has 1ts own suecession of bishops  For as to the
episcopal clergy, who take the oaths to the present go-
vernment, they mdeed follow the nites of the church of
England, but, as Bishop Falconer observed, ¢ they are
not eptscopals ¢ for they are under no hishop, as a hishop
cannot have authanity beyond his diocese.” Thig vener~
able gentleman did me the honour to dine with me yes-

(1) On Mr Garnck's monument 1o LichBeld Cathedral, he
1 said to huve died, “ aged 64 years.,” But jt1s & mistake, and
Mr. Boswell is correct. Garmck was beptized at
aon, hmﬂ«mm . ":a. 1"1%2" and diddnt hus house mMLon-
1 well known — M. The instription, " grven i Harwood's
Hutory of Luchfisld, bas suty-thves years, ==
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terday, and he laid his hands upon the heads of my

little ones. 1We had a good deal of curious literary con-

_-versation, particularly about Mr. Thomas Ruddimaen,

_ with ‘whom he lived in great friendship.

¢ Any fresh instance of the uncertainty of life makes

one embracc wore closely a valuable friend. My dear

and much respected Sir, may God preserve you long in

. this world while I am in it. I am ever, your much
obliged, and affectionate hygnble servant, '

¢ Jamzs BoswpLL.”

Lxrrzr 334,  TO MISS REYNOLDS.
' “ Feb. 15. 1779.

¢ Deanesy Mapam,—1I have never deserved to be
treated as you treat me. When you employed me be-
fore, I undertook your affair (1) and succeeded, but then
I suceeeded by choosing a proper time, and a paaper
time T will try to choose again.

“ ] have about a week’s work to do, and then I shall
come to live in down, and will first wait on you in
Dover-stréet.  You are not to think that I neglect you,,
for your nieces will teli you how rarely they have secn
me. I will wait on you as soon as I can, and yet you
must resolve to talk things over without anger, and you
must leave me to catch opportunities, and be assured,
dearest dear, that I should have very little enjoyment of
that day in which I had neglected any opportumity of
doing good to you. I am, dearest Madam, your hum.
ble servant, San, Jorvson.”

Leren 335. TO MRS. LUCY PORTER. , -,
g “ Balt Court, Fleet Btroet, March 4, 1779. .
.l 7% My pEar Love, — Since 1 heard from you, T snt
w a little print, and two berrels of oysters, and T shall
G
51°(Y) This seerns to allude to some favour 1 niaty
PSR e A e G 1o g VA
+ Beynolds, — C, . ,



Arar. TO. DEATH OF GARRICK ’ ‘2§

huve some little books to send you soon. 1 have seen
Mr. Pearson, and am pleased to tind that he has got a
living, 1 was hurried when he was with me; but had
time to hear that my friends were all well. -

“ Poor Mra. Adey was, 1 think, a good woman, and
therefore her death is less to be lamented ;- but it is not
plensant to think how uncertain it is, that, when friends
part, they will ever meet again. My old complaint of
fatulence, and tight af <hort breath, oppress Ine
heavily. My nights are very restless. 1 think of con~
sulting the doctor to-morrow,

¢ This has heen a mild winter, for whichk I hape you -
have been the better. Take what care you can of
yourself, and db not forget to drink. 1 was somehow
or other hindered from coming into the country last
sygmer, but I think of coming this year. I am, dear
love, your most hunble servant, Sam. Jonnsax.

Tgrren 836, TO MRS, ASTGN.

[ ]
« Bolt Court, Fleet Stroet, March 4. 1779,

“DeAr Mavam, — Mrs. Gastrell and you are very
often in my thoughts, though I do not write so often as
might be expected from so much love and so much re-
spect. I please royself with thinking that 1 shall see
you again, and shall find vou better. But futurity is
uncertain : poor Pavid [Garrick] had” doubtless many
futarities in his head, which death has intereepted — a
death, [ believe, tntaﬂy unexpected : he did not in his
iast hour seem to think his life in danger,

% My old compleints hang heavy on me, and my
.pights are very uncomfortable and unquiet ; and sleep-
‘less nights make heavy diys. 1 think ro'go to-my
physician, and try what can be done. For why should
not I grow better as well as-you? . ' ‘ .

“ Now you are better, pray, ‘dearvst Madem, ke

,care of yourself. 1 hope t0 come. this summer aud-

voL. vil. . R . .
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watch you. It will be a very pleasant jowrney if 1 can
find you and dear Mrs, Gastrell well, I sent you two
barrels of oysters ; if you would wish for more, please
to send your commands to, Madam, your most humble
servant, San. Jounson.”

Lzrrer 857, TO MRS THRALE.
'8 * Murch 10. 1779.

* ] will come.to see you on Saturday, only let me
krow whether J must come to the Borough, or am to
be taken up here,

“1 got my Lives, not yet quite printed, put neatly
together, and sent them to the king : “what he eays of
them 1 know not. I the king is a Whig, he will not
like them : but is any king 8 Whig?*
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CHAPTER VIIL
1779.

3

Mr. Tasker's  Ode.” — Man of the World, — © Vicar
of Wakefield.” — Junius's Letters.— Parental Au-
* thority. — London, — < Government of the Tongue.”
—— Guood Friduy. — Easter Day. — Eel-skinning. —
Claret, Port, eBrandy. — Shakspears’'s Witches. —
Lochlomond, ~ Liherty. ~ Hackman, — Johnson
and Topham Beauclerk. — Mullet, — Friendship, —-
Mulogy on Gurrick. —  Art of gelting drunk.” —
Empirics — Parental Affection. — Lord  March-
niont. — Pope. — Parnell’s “ Hermit.” — Corre-

spondence.

Oxn the 23d of February I had written to him
again, complaining of his silence, as I had heard he
was ill, and had written to Mr. Thrale for inform-
ation concerning him: and I announced my inteution
of soon being again in London.

lfm” 388. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ
’ « March 13, 1779.

- ** DeAR Sim, — Why should you take such delight

to make a bustle, to write to Mr. Thrale that I am neg-

ligent, and to Francis to do what is so very wmecessary >

Thrale, you may be sute, cared not .about it; sud I

shall spare Francis the trouble, by ordering a set both
‘ © R 2 ,
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of the Lives and Poets to dear Mrs. Boswell (1), i ac-
knowledgment of her marnalade, Tersuade her 10
accept them, and accept them hmilly. 1 I thought she
would recerve them scornfully, 1 would send them to
Mise Boswell, who, 1 hope, lins yet none of her mamina's
illwill to me.
¢ I wenld sund sets of Lives, four volumos, to some
other friends, to Lord Hules firt,  Hhis second volume
lies by my bed-side , a bookfsurcly of great labour, and
to every just thinker of great delight. Write e word
1o whom I shall send bewdes.  Would 1t please Lord
Auchinlech? Mrs. Thrale waits 1 the coach. 1 am,
dear Sir, &e. S:ut. Jonwson.”
This letter crossed me on the voad to London,
where T arrived on Monday, Mareh 15., and next
morning, at a late hour, found Di. Johnson sifting
ovir his tea, attended by Mre. Desmouling, Mr.
Luvett, and a clergyman, who had come to submit
some poetical prcecs to his revision. It is wonder-
ful what a vumber and variety of wnters, some of
them even unknown to hin, prevailed on his good-
nature to look over thar works, and suggest corree-
tions and improvements. My arrival interrupted,
for a little while, the important business of this true
representative of Bayes; upon its being resumed, I
found that the subject under immediate consideration
was a tronslation, yet in manusciipt, of the  Carmen
Seculare” of Ilorare, which had this year been set
to music, and performed as a public entertainment in
Y.oundon, for the joint benefit of Monsieur Philidor (3]
') f’. n':; ;‘;emﬂ;g bound and gk, which was re-

%) [Andrew Phihdor, a musician and chess.player of emie
wgnce.  In 1777, he published  Analyse du Jeu des Echecs.™|
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and Signor Barctti. When Johnson had done read-
ing, the author ashed him bluntly, ¢ If upon the
whole it was a goud translation?”  Johuson, whose
regard for truth was uncommonly strict, scemed to
be puerled for a moment what answer to make, as
hie eertainly could not honestly commend the por-
tormance: with eaquisite address he cvaded the
guestion thus, ¢ Sir, | %o not say that it may not
be maldi a very good translation.”  Here nothing
whatescr i favour of the performanre was aflirmed,
and yut the writer was not shoched. A printed
“ Ode to the Warhihe Genios of Britain” came next
m review.  The bard (') was a lank bony figure,
with short black hair; he was writhing himself in
agitation, while Johnwon rcad, and, showing his
tecth in a grin of carnestness, exclaimed in broken
seutences, and in a keen sharp tone, ¢ Is that poetry,
Sir? —Is it Pindar?”  Jounson. + Why, Sir,
there I here a great deal of what is called poctry.”
‘Then, turning to me, the poet cried, © My mu~e
has not been long upon the town, and (pointing to
the Ode) it tregables under the hand of the great
ecritic””  Johnson, in a tone of displeasure, asked
him, “ Why do you prawse Amson?” 1 did not
trouble him by asking his revson for this question.(?)

(1) This wae 8 Mr., Taskor. Mr. D'}srach 1afbrms me that
this portrait 1% so accurately drawn, thas being, some yenrs after
the publication of this work, at a watcung-place on the coast of
Devon, he wae vinted by Mr., ‘Tasher, whose name, however, he
did act then kpow, but ‘was <o struck with his resemblance to
Boswell's picture, that he asked hun whether he had not an
interview with Dr, Johnson, and 1t ap that bo was Indeed
the suthor of % The Warlihe Genus of S — C.

(2) He dishked Lord Anwon probsbly Fom loral polilios
B3
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He praceeded : — ¢ Here is an error, Sir; you have
made Genius feminine.,” # Palpable, Sir (cried the
enthusiast) ; I know it. But (in a lower tone) it
was to pay a compliment to the Duchess of Devon-
shire, with which her grace was pleased. She is
walking across Coxheath in the military wniform,
and 1 suppoese her to be the Genius of Britain.”
Jouxnson. ¢ Sir, you aro‘giving a reason for it;
but that will not make it right. You may have a
reason why two and two should make five; but they
will still make but four.”

Although I was several times with him in the
course of the following days, such it seems were niy
occupations, or such ny negligence, that I hgve
preserved no memorial of his conversation till Friday,
March 26., when I visited him. Fle said he expected -
.to be attacked or account of his “ Lives of the
Poets.” -« However,” said he, I would rather be
attacked than unnoticed.  For the worst thing you
can do to an author is to be silent as to his works.
An assault upon a town is a bad thing ; but starving
it is still worse; an assault may be upsuceessful, you
ma, fave more men killed than you kill; but if you
. starve the town, you are sure of victory,”

-~ Falking ‘of a friend (1) of ours associating with

. Cin-one cocasion he visited Lord Anson’s seet, and al a8
X coufessed, ¥ well received and kindly -created, he, with the

ke had left it an !mn-*"lnzh nduhereimTcmpleoftie
Windx,unﬁhk‘h made the following epigram:

bwaum laudo debujt omnl is,
8nm hﬂ mm&g"u mw{:":‘um M-—c

. (1) Probahly Sic'Jethas Reynolde, See ansd, p 96.—C5 | .
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Persons of very discordant principles aud characters;
I said he was & very universal man, quite a mey of
the world. Jonwsox. « Yes, 8Sir; but one may
be so much a man of the world, as to be nothing in
the world. I remember a passage in (Goldsmith's
¢ Vicar of Wakefield,’ which he was afterwards fool
cnough to expunge. ¢ I do not love a man who is
zealous for nothing.’” *Boswerr. « That was a
fine passage.” Jomnson. ¢ Yes, Sir: there was
another fine passage tvo, which he struck out:
* When I was a young man, being anxious to distin-
guish myself, Pwas perpetually starting new propo-
sitions. But I soon gave this over; for I found that
geyerally what was new was false. " (') I said I
did not like to sit with people of whomn I had not a
good opinion. JomxsoN. * But you must not in-
dulge your dclicacy too much,sor you will be a
téte-a-¢éte man oll your life. .

Lxrres. 889, TO MRS. TUIRALE.
o March 18, 1779,

“On Mouday I came late to Mrs. Vesey. Mrs
Montagu was there; 1 called for the print (%), and got
good words. ‘The evening was not brilliant, but I had
thanks for my company. The night was troublestime.

(1) Dr. Wmmduced in a former page, has
méntioned this concerning’ Goldsrmth, a5 com-
municated to him ty Dr.i Johnson, not recollecting that it
occurred heve. . His ‘hewever, is not wholly superfluons,
as jt' mthuhc ich Goldxmith had put into the

_mouth of 4 fictitious charucter in the *Ww«:f“’;lmrnld."ann
which, uwlnm from Dr, Johnses, We afterwards expunged,
rdmd. many Mwwﬁ“ﬁvﬁ,w himselt, — M,

. Mml&mugu’nm:b.,;,» Ceroe

"
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On Tuesday I fasted, and went to the dottor: he ordered
bleeding. On Wednesday I had the tea-pot, fasted, and
was blooded. Wednesdsy night was better. Tn-duy
X have dined at Mr. Straban's, at Ilington (1), with his
new wife. To-night thére will be opium ; to~-morrow
the tea pot ; then heigh for Saturday. I wish the doc.
tor would bleed me again. Yet every body that 1 meet

says that 1 look better than when I was last met.”
: ¢

During my stay in London this spring, I find I
was unaccountably negligent in preserving Johnson’s
sayings, more so than at any time when I was happy
enough to have an opportunity of heaving his wisdom
and wit. There is no help for it now. I must con-
tent myself with presenting such scraps as I have.
Byt I amn nevertheless ashamed and vexed to tfink
liow much has been lost. It is not that there was
a bad erop this year, but hat I was not suﬁiciently
. careful in gathering it in. I therefore, in some in-
‘stances, can only exhibit a few detached fragments.

Talking of the wonderful concealment of the
author of the celebrated letters signed Junius, he
said, * I should have believed Burke to be Junius,
because I know no man but Burke who is capable
of writing these letters; but Burke spontaneously
denied it some, The case would have been different,
}w!I ‘agked him if"he was the n.uthgr, a man so0

Mmd, 8 10 an anonymous pn’biiemom sy
Mﬂm has a 'vight to deny it”. - ’

He Mmﬂ that his old friend, Mmj&éﬁdan.
e ‘kbw&md mth extraordinary W in

------

,,W ndlﬂyoypmtetheebureh. Tlxehouso '
mcxwm o0, ] ;
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his own country, by having had an exception made
in bis favour in an Irish act of parliament concern-
*ing insolvent debtors. (')  *Thus to be singled out,”
said he, “ by a legislature, as an object of publie
eonsideration and kindness, is a proof of no common
muie”

At Streatham, on Monday, March 29., at break~
fast, he maintained that & father had no right “to
control the inclinations of his daughter in marriage.

On Wednesday, March"31., when I visited him,
-and confessed an excess of which I had very seldom
been guilty —tieat I had spent a whole night in
playing at cards, and that I could not look back on
it with satisfaction — instead of a harsh animadver-
sion, he mildly said, ¢ Alas, Sir, on how few things
can we look back with satisfaction I .

Ou Thursday, April 1., he commended one of
the Dukes of Devonshire for “a dogged vera-
city.” (*) He said, too, “Loundon is nothing to some
people ; but to a man whose pleasure is intcllectaal,
London is the place. And there is no place where
eaonomy can be so well practised as in London:
moye can be had here for the money, even by ladies,,

(1) This is a total mistake. Mr, Whyte tells us (M‘uodl.
Nova.) of the L personal cmm'y with which some members of
committec of the Irish House of Communs on a bill for the. mnef
of insolvent debtors treated Mr, Sheridsn and Mr. Whyte, who

reared on . his behalf, but thero is no exception in ther.act,

ridan's mtpe i gmeyrme hundreds, and has no distinetion
whatsoever, * “The fay ght was, t0 he included in the
act without béjx ehgtods, it he was resident in France ;

ofher persom in mmil;f P :: :
Schedule to Ivish Statute;, k

. ¢2) See'untd, p. 3,
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than my'wherc else.  You cannot play tricks with
your fortune in a small place; you must make an
; umﬁom appearance. Here a 'ady may bave well-”
- apartments, and elegoni drees, without

any meat in her kitchen.”

I was amused by considering with how nuch ease
and coolnress he could write or talk to a friend, ex-
horting him not to suppof. that happiness was not
to be found as well in other places as in London :
when he himself was at all times sensible of ita being,
comparatively speaking, a heaven upon earth. The
truth s, that by those who from s#acity, attention,
and experience, have.learnt the full advantage of
London, its pre-eminebce over every other glace,
Hot only for variety of enjoyment, but for comfort,
will be felt with a philosophical exultation. The
freedom from remark and peity censure, with which
life may be passed there, is a cirenmstance which a
man who knows the feasing restraint of a narrow
cirele must relish bighly. Mr. Burke, whose orderly
and amiable domestic habits might make the cye of
observation less irksome to him than teo mest men,
said onee very pleasantly, in my hearing, “ Though
I have the honour to represent Bristol, 1 ghould not
like o Tve there; I should be ohﬁgbd o be se

‘ WMM belaviowr.” . In Londoy, & man
sy Tive

_dglendid society at one time, gnd; in
Mnmemeqt at-anather, without animadversion.

J,%ﬁm&m glong, 2 man's.own house is truly
raétfe, o which he ‘can be in perfect safety from
intrusion whénever he pleases. 1 never shall forget
how well this was expressed to' me one day by Mr.
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Meyuell: « The chief advantage of London,” said
he, * is, that a 1nan is always so hear his burrow.”

He said of one of his 0ld acquaintances (1), “ He
is verv fit for a travelling governor. He knows
French very well.  He is a man of good prineiples;
and there would be no danger that a young gentle-
man should catch his mauner ; for it is so very bad,
that it must be “avoided. ~1n that respect he would
"be like the drunken Helot.”

A gentleman has informed me, that Johnson said
of the same person, “ Sir, he has the most inverted
understanding OF any man whom I have ever
known.”

0p F nday, April 2., being Good Friday, I vmted
him in the mornibg s usual; and finding that we
insensibly fell into a train of ridicule upon the foibles
of one of our friends, a very wortly man, I, by way
of a check, quoted some- good admonition from
“ The Government of the Tongue,” that very pious
book. I¥ happened also remarkably enough, that
the subject of the scrmon preached to us to-day by
Dr. Burrows, the rector of St. Clement Danes, was
the gertainty that at the last day we must give an
account of “ the deeds done in the _tody;” and
amongst various acts of culpability he metioned
evilepeakinig. As we were moving slowly along in
the erowd from church, Johnson jogged my elbow, -
and said, “ Did you attend to the sermon?” * Yes,
Siv,” ‘said I; “it was vm-y ayphmbl& to ﬂ”‘ He,

1) Probably M!’r.
() Yy ﬂm:&:emmaw
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however, stood upen the defensive. * Why, Sir,
the sense of ridicule i given us, and may be luw-
fully used. The author of ¢ The Government of
the Tongue' would have us treat all men alike.”

In the interval between morning and evening ser-
vice, he endeavoured to employ himself earnestly in
devotional exercise; and, as he has mentioned in
his * Prayers and Medflatious,” gave me « Les
Pensées de Paschal,” that I might not interrupt
him. I preserve the book with revercuce. His
presenting it to me is marked upou it with his own
hand, and I have found in it a trul} divine unction.
We went to church again in the afternoon.

On Saturday, Aprxl 3., I visited him at-gjght,
dnd found him sitting in Mrs. Williams’s room, with
her, and one who he afterwards told me was a na-
tural son (') of sthe sccond Lord Southwell. The
table had a singular appearance, being covered with
a heterogeneous assemblage of oysters and porter

for his company, and tea for himself, I sentioned

my having heard an eminent physician, who was
himself a Christian, argue in favour of universal
toleration, and maintain, that no man could be hurt
by. another man’s differing from him in opinien.
Jonyson. ¢ Sir, you are to a certain degree hurt
by knowing that even one man does not beljeve.”

. April 2,—Good Fridey.—1 am w» seview (‘-’) _
m;':s'*‘“ LTS B

i.@&"‘""‘“a m:ﬂ%ﬁ““«w
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the lust vear, and find little but dismal vacufty, neither
husiness nor pleasure ; much intended, and little done,
My health is much broken ; my nights afford me little
rest. I have Yried opium, but its help is counterba-
lanced with great disturbance ; it prevents the spasms,
but it hinders sleep. O God, have mercy on me!

“ Last week T published (the first part of) the Lives
of the Poets, written, 1 hope, in such a manner as may
tend to the promotion of piPty,

¢ In this last year 1 have made little acquisition ; 1
have scarcely read any thing. I maintain Mrs. —— (¢
and her daughter. Other good of myself 1 know not
wlere to find, except a little charity. But 1 am now
in my sex E‘f‘ti(‘th year ; what can be done ought not to
be delayed.

« Aprll 3. 1779, 11 p. s — Easter-eve. — This is
the time of my annual review, and annual resclutios.
The review is comfortless ; little done. Part of the
Life of Dryden and the Life of Milton have heen
written ; but my mind has neither Been improved nor
enln.rgcd I bave read little, almost nothing. And I am
not conscious that I have gained any good, or quitied
any evil habits.

“ Apil 4. 1770, Faster-day. —1 rose about half an
hour sfter nine, transcribed the prayer written last
night ; and by neglecting to count time sat toa long at
hreakfact, so that I came to church at the Brat lessen.
1 attended the Litany pretty well ; but in the pew could
not hear the communion service, ‘and missed the pmyer
for the church militant. Before I went to the altar, I

-prayed the occasional prayer. At the altar I commended
myee (*), and again prayed the pnyet 5 I then prayed

(a) “No doie Mri, ﬁmmmwawm.—c.

(2) These letters {which Dr, Strahan seems not to bave un~ -
derstaod, p. 198,) ﬁrmwymenn e Qikey «mwm



254 ' LIFE OF JOHXSOX. "1,

the eollects, and again iy own prayer by memory. 1
left out a clanse. I then recetved, 1 hope with earnest-
ness ; and while others received, sat down ; but thinking
that pesture, thoukh usual, insproper, I rose and stood,
1 prayed again, in the pew, but with what prayer I
have forgotten. When I used the occasional prayer a¢
the altar, I added a general purpose,—To avoid idle-
ness. I gave two shillings to the plate.

* Before I went I used® I think, my prayer, and
endeavoured to calm my miml. After my return I used
it again, and the collect for the day. Lord have mercy
upon me! I have for sore nights called Francis to
prayers, and last night discoursed wnh him on the
sacrament.” (Pr. & Med. p. 171—175.)

On Easter-day, after solemn service at St. Paul's,
Ldined with him. Mr. Allen, the printer, wastalso
his guest. He was uncommonly silent ; and I bave
not written down any thing, except a single curi-
ons fact, which, fmvmg the sanction of his inflexible
veracify, may be received as a striking instance of
human insenaibility and inconsideration. As he
was passing by a fishmonger who was skinning an

" eel alive, he heard him < curse it, because it would
not lie still.”

On Wednesday, April 7., I dined with him at
ij Joshue Reynolde's. I have not marked what
X 1y 'was there. Johnson barangued upon the
guilifies of different Yiquors ; and spoke with. great’
“cmpt of claret, 4s so weak, that % a man would "
be dmwmd by it before it m«de lum dnmk. He

1

'ua('}.-.ﬂmﬂrlﬁuhaveob,;mdmmmthmm hutlt'
o450 used in Euripides. See Supp, v, 275, 5., 1888
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was persuaded to drink onc glass of it, that he
might judge, not from recollection, which might be
dim, but from immediate sensation. He shook
his head, and said, “ Poor stuff! No, Sir, claret is
the liquor for boys; port for men; but he who
aspires to be a hero (smiliog) must drink brandy
In the first place, the ﬂavuur of brandy is most
grateful to thc palate; ahd then brandy will do
soonest for a man what drinking can do for him.
There are, indeed, few who are able to drink
brandy. That is a power rather to be wished for
than attained. And yet,” procecded he, ¢ as in all
pleasurc hope is a considerable part, I know not
but fguition comes too quick by brandy. Florence
wine 1 think the worst; it is wine only to the
eye; it is wine neither while you are drinking it,
nor after you have drunk it; it neither pleases the
taste, nor exhilarates the spirits.” I reminded him
how heartily he and I used to drink wine together,
when we were first acquainted ; and how I used to
have a head-ache after sitting up with him. He did
not fike to have this recalled; or, perhaps, thinking
that I boasted improperly, resolved to have a witty
stroke at me: «Nay, Sir, it was not the wine that
made your head ache, but the sense that I put into
it.”. Boswerr. ¢ What, Sir! will sense make the
‘head #che? ” . Jounsow. « Yes, Sir (with a smile),
whén ftumtused to it,” No man who has & true
relish of plessaniry could be offended at this; espe-
‘cially if Jobngen iu o long intimacy hiad given him
vepeated proofy‘of-bis regard and gaod estimation. .
I used tomsy ﬂut s he had given me a thouskind
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pounds in praisc', ha ‘had a good right now and then
to take o guinea from me.

On Thursday, April 8., I dined with him at Mr.
Allan Ramsay’s, with Lord Graham ('}@ud -gome
other company. We talked of Shakspeam ] wntches
Jounson. ¢ They are beings of his own creation ; ;
they are a compound of malignity and meanness,
without any abilities; and are quite different from
the Italian magician. King Janes says in his ¢ Dew-
monology,’ “Magicians command the devils; witches
are their servants.” The Italian magicians are ele-
gant beings.” RaMsAv. ¢ Opera witches, not Drary
Lane witches.” Johnson observed, that abilities
might be employed n a narrow sphere, as in getting

‘money which he said he believed no man could do
' without vigorous parts, though concentrated to a
point. Ramswv. «“Yes, like a strong horse in a
‘mill; he pulls better.”

Lord Graham, while he praised the beauty of
Lochlomond, on the banks of which is his family
seat, complained of the climate, and said he could
not bear it. Jouxson. ¢ Nay, my lord, don’t talk
80+ you may bear it well énough.  Your ancestors
‘have borne it more years than I can tell.” This was
4 handsome compliment to the antiquity of the
house of Montrose. His lordship told me after-
wasds that he had only affected to complain of the
~glimate, lest, if he had spoken as favourably of his
cpuntry as he really thought, Dr. Johnson might-
have attacked it Johnson was, very courteous, to

The present (third) Duke of Montrose, born in 1755
I{?i)nceeeded to the(dukedom in 1780, = C.
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Lady Margarot Maocdonsld. « Madam,” said he,
« when I was in the Isle of Skye ('), I heard of the
people running to take the stones off the road lest
Lady Margaret's horse should stumble.”

Lord Graham commended Dr. Drummond at Na-
ples ax a man of extraordinary talents; and added,
that he had a great love of liberty. Jomnsow.
“ He is young (?), wy lord (looking to his lordship
with an uarch smile); all boys love liberty, till ex-
perience convinces them they are not so fit to
govern themselves as they imagined. We are all
agreed as to our own hberty s we would have asmuch
of it us we can gét; but we are not agreed as to
the liberty of others: for in proportion as we
take, others must loose. 1 believe we hardly wish .
that the mob should have liberty to govern us.’
When that was the case sometime ago, no man was
at liberty not to have candles in®his windows.”
RamsaY. “The result is, that order is better than
confusion.” JoHxsoN. ¢ The result is, that order
caunot be had but by subordination.”

On Friday, April 16., I had been present at the
trial of the unfortunate Mr. Hackman, who, in a fit
of frantic jealous love, had shot Miss Ray, the fa-
vourite of a nobleman.(®) Johnson, in whose com-
pany 1 dined to-day with sume other friends, was
much interested by my account of what passed, and
particularly with his prayer for the mercy of Hes-

(1) See onsd, Vol. IV. p. 969, — C.
~(8) Wis lordhbip was twenty-four, — €.
(8) John, sixth Earl of&ndvkl--c-
VYOL. VII- .8
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ven. He said, in a solemn fervid tore, “I hope
he shall find merey.”

This day a violent altcrcation arose between
Johnson and Beauclerk, which having made much
noise at the time, I think it proper, in order to
prevent any future misrepresentation, to give a ni-
nute account of it.

In talking of Hackman, Johnson argued, as
Judge Blackstone had done, that his being furnished
with two pistels was a proof that he meant to shoot
two persons. Mr. Beauclerk said, “ No; for that
every wise man who intended to shoot himsclf took
two pistols, that he might be sure of doing it at once.
Lord s cook shot himself with one pistol,
and lived ten days in great agony. Mr. — (1),
who loved buttered muffins, but durst not cat them
because they disagreed with his stomach, resolved
to shoot himself; and then he ecat three buttercd
muffins for bLreakfast, before shooting himself,
knowing that he should not be troubled with indi-
gestion ; ke had two charged pistols ; one was found
lying charged upon the table by him, after he had
shot himself with the other.”— “ Well,” said Johne
sou, with an air of triumph, “ you see here one pistol

-

{1) Some thought that Mr. Damer (whose suicide is recorded
,in the Gentleman's Ma e for 1776, p. 353.) was here meant ;
bust I have since learned that it was Johnson's old friend, Mr.
Figgherbert, who terminated his own life, Jan 2. 1772 (see.
ed, Vol 11, p. 270.). This correction is so far important,
X ehw!m» Mr. Beouclerk;_:i levity in menﬁon;:g an event
- which was probably very painful w0 Jo y ve disposed
:n?n o the aubtequ};n:, and, in such case, pudmle asperity, =°

" . 1885
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was sufficient.” Beauclerk replied smartly, “ Be-
cause it happened to kill him.” Aund either then
cr a very little afterwards, being piqued at John-
son’s triumphant remark, added, ¢ This is what
you don't know, and I do.” There was then a
cessation of the dispute; and some minutes inter-
veued, during which, dinner and the glass went on
cheerfully ; when Johnrog suddenly and abrupu,
exclaimed, ¢ Mr. Beauclerk, how came you to talk
so petulantly to me, as ¢ This is what you don't
know, but what I know ?’ One thing Z know which
you don't seem to know, that you are very uneivil
BeavcLErk. “Because you began by being uncivil
(which you always are)” The words in paren

theses were, I believe, not heard by Dr. Johnsong
Here again there was a cessation of arms. John-
son told me, that the reason why he waited at firse
some time without taking any notice of what Mr.
Beauclerk said, was because he was thinking whe-

ther he should resent it. But when he considered
that there were present a young lord and an emi-
nent traveller, two men of the world, with whom
he ‘had never dined before, he was apprehensive
that they might think they had a right to take such
liberties with him as Beauclerk did, and therefore
resolved he would not let it pass; adding, “that be
would not appear a coward.” A little while after
this, the conversation turned on the violence of
Hackman’s temper.” Johnson then said, It was
his business to command ‘his temper, as my. fnend,
Mr. Beauclerk, should have done some time ago

s2
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vererk. “ I should learn of you, Sir.” - Jorn-
« 8ir, you have given me opportunities enough
of learning, when I have been in your company.
No man loves to be treated with contempt.” Beau-
cLERK (with a polite inclination towards Johnson).
«Sir, you have known me twenty years,and however
may have treated others, you may be sure I could
never treat you with confempt.” meson. + «Sir,
you have said more than was necessary.” Thus it
ended ; and Beauclerk's coach not having come for
him till very late, Dr. Johnson and another gentle~
man sat with him a long time after the rest of the
company were gone ; and he and'f dined at Beau-
clerk’s on the Saturday se’nnight following.
. After this tempest had subsided, 1 recollegt the
following particulars of nis couversation :

«] am always for getting a boy forward in his
learning ; for thit is a sure good. I would let him
at first read any English book which happens to
engage his attention ; because you have done a
great deal, when you have brought him to have en-
tertainment from a book. He'll get better books
afterwards.”

% Mallet, I believe, never wrote a single lme of
his projected life of the Duke of Marlborough. He
groped for materials, and thought of it, till he had
exhausted his mind. Thus it sometimes happens that
‘men entangle themselves in their own schemes.”
. “To be contradicted in order to foree yom to
talk is mighty anpleasing. You- chmc, mdeed but
it.is by being ground.”

Of a gentleman who made some figure unong the
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literati ‘of his time (Mr. Fitzherbert) (!), he said,
“ What eminence ‘he had was by a felicity of man-
ner: he had no more learning than wlmt he could
not help.”

On Satorday, April 24., I-dined with him at Mr.
Beauclerk’s, with Sir Joshua Reynolds, Mr. Jones
(afterwards Sir Willism), Mr. Langton, Mr. Stee-
vens, Mr. Paradise and Pr. Higgins. I mentioned
that Mr. Wilkes had attacked Garrick to me, as a
man who had no friend.  Jomnson. «[ believe
he is right, Sir. 1 ¢uros, ov puros — He had friends,
but no friend. (¥) Garrick was so ditfused, he had
no man to whom he wished to unbosom himself.
He found people always ready to applaud him, and
that always for the same thing : o he saw iife with
great uniformity.” I took upon me, for once, to
fight with Goliah’s weapens, and phy the sophist.—
« Garrick did not need a friend, as he got from
every body all he wanted. What is a friend ? One
who supports you, and cemforts you, while others
do not, Friendship, you know, Sir, is the cordial
drop, ‘to make the nauseous draught of life go
down : °. bat if the drwght be . not nauseous, if it
be all sweet, ithere is no.occasion for that drop.”
Jounsox. - “Msoy men would not be content to
live:so.. Lhope I should not. They would wish to
kave. an- intimate friend, with whom they might
compare minds, and eherish private virtues.” One
of the company mentioned Lord Chesterfield, as a
man wip bad no friend. . Jounson. There were
RN ¢) 3 &v-w.m.w. P 288.—C.

'3) lldm-ntﬁhml.,m\(ol. L p. 840
88
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more materials to make friendship in Garrieky had
he not been so diffused.” BosweLi. “ Garrick
was pure gold, but beat cut to thin leaf. Lord
Chesterfield was tinsel.”(!) Jornsox. ¢Garrick
was a very good man, the cheerfullest man of his
age; a decent liver in a profession which is sup-
. posed to give indulgence to licentiousness; and a
man who gave away freel§ money acquired by him-
self. He began the world with a great hunger for
money; the son of a half-pay officer, bred in a
family whose study was to make four-pence do as
much as others made four-penée-halfpermy do.
But when he had got money, he was very liberal”
I presumed to animadvert on his eulogy on (ar-
rick, in his « Lives of the Poets.” * You say, Sir,
his death eclipsed the gaiety of nations.” Joun-
soN. “] could nut have said more nor less. Itis
the truth; eclipsed, not extinguished ; and his death
did eclipse ; it was like a storm.” Boswerr. “ But
why nations? Did his gaiety extend further than
his own nation ?” Jomnson. <« Why, Sir, some
exaggeration must be allowed. Besides, nations
may be said, if we allow the Scotch to be a nation,
and to have gaiety — which they have not. You
are an exception, though. Come, gentlemen, let us
candidly admit that there is one Scotchman who is
‘cheerful.” BrAvcLERK. “But he is a very un-
natarel Scotchman.” I, however, continued to
B e e e
tinsel; the allurion was to the pretence — the tinsel ion —

with which .Jolmson reprosched Lord ﬁeld.
snd which to please the Doctor, thus xwpests, - C.
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think the compliment to Garrick hyperbolically un-
true. His acting had ceased some time before his
death; at any rate, he had acted in Ireland but
a short time, at an early period of his life, and never
in Scotland. I objected, also, to what appears an
anti-climax of praise, when contrasted with the
preceding panegyric —¢ and diminished the public
stock of harmless plcagure!” Is not Aarmless,
pleasure very tame ?” Jouwson. ¢ Nay, Sir, harm-
less pleasure is the highest praise. Pleasure is a
word of dubious import; pleasure is in geperal
dangerous, and pernicious to virtue; to be able
therefore tc furnish pleasure that is harmless, plea-
sure pure and unalloyed, is as great a power as man
can possess.” This was, perhaps, as ingenioug a
defence as could be madé ; still, however, I was not
satisfied. N

A.cclebrated wit(!) being mentioned, he said,
“ One may say of him as was said of a French wit,
Il w'a de Uesprit que contre Diew. 1 have been
several times in company with him, but never per-
ceived any strong power of wit. He produces a
general effect by various means ; he has a cheerful
countenance and a gay voice. Besides, his trade is
wi It would be as wild in him to come into com-
pany without merriment, as for a highwayman to
take the road without his pistols.”

Talking of the effects of drinking,. he said,
s et e oo i
and Johnson ; nor does the picture of this wit, drawn by Jobn-

son, resemble Mr, i
puvedv i 'Mr Selwyn.” I believe Horace Walpole was
: s 4



264 LIFE OF JOHNSON. 1779.

< Drinking may be practised with great prudence ;
a man who exposes himself when he is intoxicated
bas not the art of getting drunk; a sober man who
happens occasionally to get drunk, readily enough
‘goes into a new company, which a man who has
been drinking should wever do.  Such a man will
undertake any thing ; he is without skill in inebri-
cation. I used to slink Xome when I had drunk
too much. A man geeustoncd to self-examination
will be conscious when he is drunk, though an
habitual -drunkard will not be conscious of it. I
‘knew a physician (1), who for twenty years was not
sober; yet in a pamphlet, which he wrote upon
fevers, he appealed to Garrick and me for his yin-
disation from a charge of drunkenness. A book-
seller (%), (naming him) who got a large fortune by
trade, was 8o habitually and equably drunk, that
Lis most intimute friends never perceived that he
-was more sober at one time than another.”

Talking of celebrated and suecessful irregular
practisers in physic, he said, “Taylor (*) was the
‘mest ‘ignorant man 1 ever knew, but sprightly;
‘Ward (4), the dullest. Taylor challenged me once
to talk Latin with him,” laughing. I quoted some

(1) [ Dr. James, the inventor of the celcbrated fever powders.}

(2) This was Andrew Miller, of whom, when talking one dvy
of the patronage the great sometimes affect to give to literature
and menr! men, Johuson said, % Andrcanllw is the Meecenas

,olth " = Hawk, Apoph. p. 200, — C.
< (8) mcuulm- Taylor, the celebyated ocplist. ~ M.

(4) [Dr, Joshua Ward, the celebrated:  quack, first bagan 10
ractise | M%v{:.“"”'mm"a;druicm
united efforts Wl
Hﬂeﬁuhm» fearning,
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of Horace, which he took to be a part of my own
speech. He said a few words well enough.” Brav-
cLErRK. “ ] remember, Sir, you said, that Taylor
was an instence how far impudence could carry ig=
norance.” Mr. Beauclerk was very entertaining
this day, and told us a number of short stories in a
lively elegant manner, and with that air of the world
which has I know not wiat impressive effect, as if
there were sumething more than is expressed, or
than perhaps we could perfectly understand. As
Johnson and I accompanied Sir Joshua Reynelds in
.nis cvach, Johnwn said, «“ There is in Beauclerk a
predominance over his company, that one does not
Jike. But he is a man who has lived so much in
the World, that he has a short story en every oct
casion: he is always ready to talk, and is mever
exhausted.” ¢

. Johnson and I passed the evenmg at Miss Rey—
nolds’'s, Sir Joshua's sister. I mentioned that an
eminent friend (1) of ours, talking of the common
remark, that affection descends, said, that ¢ this was
wisely (?) contrived for the preservation of man-
-kind ; for which it was not so necessary that there
should be affection from children to parents, as from
parents to children ; nay, there would be no harm
in that view, though children should at a certain
age eat their parents.” . Jom~son. “ But, Sir, if
this were known generally to be the case, parents

(1) Probably Mr. Butke. — C.
(2) Wisely and mercifully; W ensure the

and cdueation of children, and mercifully to render less afftictive
lhelossof‘paremg,w ch,m:heommofmure.chddnnmw
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would not have affection for children.” BoswerL.
¢ True, Sir ; for it is in expectation of a return that
parents are so attentive to their children; and I
know a very pretty-instance of a little girl of whom
her father was very fond, who once, when he was in
a melancholy fit, and had gone to bed, persuaded
hin to rise in good humour by saying, ¢ My dear
papa, please to get up, atid let me help you on with
your clothes, that I may Jearn to do it when you
are an old man."” (})

Soon after this time a little incident occurred,
which I will not suppress, because b am desirous that
my work should be, as much as is consistent with
the strictest truth, an antidote to the false aud in-
junous notions of his character, which have' been
given by others, and therefore I infuse every drop
of genuine sweciness into my biographical cup.

Lzrrss 3¢40. FROM MR. BOSWELL,

« South Audley Street (2), Monday, April 26.

“ My pEAR Sir,— I am in great pain with an in-
flamed foot, and obliged to keep my bed, so am pre.
vented from having the pleasure to dine at Mr. Ramsay’s
to.day, which is very hard ; and my spirits are sadly
sunk. Will you be so friendly as to come and sit an
hour with me in the evening? 1 am ewer yours, &c.

¢ J surs BosweLe.”

Lrxreen 841. TO MR, BOSWELL.
« Harley Street.
“ Mg. Jomweox laments the absence of Mr.Bolwel!
:«a\d will come to him.”

(1) Mr. . Boswell himself. . C.
(8) The residence of General Paoli, = C.
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I{e came to me in the evening, and brought Sir
Joshua Reynolds. I need scarcely say, that their
conversation, while they sat by my bedside, was the
most pleasing opiate to pain .that could have been
administered.

Johnson being now better disposed to obtain in-
formation concerning Pope than he was last year(!),
sent by me to my Lord Marchmont a present of
those volumes of his “ Lives of the Poets” which
were at this time published, with a request to have
permission to wait on him; and his lordship, who
had called on hin twice, obligingly appointed Satur-
day, the 1st of May, for receiving us.

On that morning Johnson came to me from
Str&atham, and after drinking chocolate at Genesal
Paoli’'s in South Audley Street, we proceeded to
Lord Marchmont's in Curzon Strget. His lordship
met us at the door of his library, and with great
politeness said to Johnson, “ I am not going to
make an encomium upon myself, by telling you the
high respect I have for you, Sir.” Johnson was ex-
ceedingly courteous; and the interview, which lasted
about two hours, during which the earl commu-
nicated his anecdotes of Pope, was as agreeable as
I could have wished. (3) When we came out, I
said to Johnson, ¢ that, considering his lordship’s
civility, I should have been vexed if he had again

(¢ ::;wa.p- 204, — C.
® st , 88 h .
(2) O!EMWMOHP.:])G ei;oldﬂr.! ang,” Hil
answered, ¢ That if the ponversation didnaultemﬂﬂq

ship
ufnnvel OF epigrammatic turn, he fell asleep, or, perhapse
to-be 80.% - C,
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failed to eome.” ¢ Sir,” said ke, “ I would rather
have given twenty pounds than not have come.”
I accompanied him to Streatham, where we dined,
and returned to town iu the evening.

On Mouday, May 5. I dined with him at Mr.
Dilly’s. 1 pressed Lim this day for his opinion on
the passage in Paruell, concerning which 1 had in
vain questioned him in seferal letrers, and at length
wbtained it in due form of lau.

« CASE FOR DR. TOHNSON'S OPINIOMN;

“May 3. 1779, °
“ Parnell, in his ¢ Hermit,' has the following pas.
g — '
* To clear this doubt, to know the world by sight,
To find if broks and swains tepo-t it nght

(For yet by foains alone the world he knew,
Whose feet came wend'ripg o'er the nightly dew).”

Is there not a contradiction in its being firat supposed
that the Hermit kncw both what books and swains re.
ported of the world ; yet ufterwards said, that he knew
it by swains alone £

“I think it an inaccuracy. He mentions two in-
structors in the first line, and says.he had only one in
the pext.” (1)

This evening I set out for Scotland.

(1) “1do not,” says Mr. Malone, “see any difficulty in this
m and wonder that Dr. Johnson should have acknow]

to0 be tngcourats.  The Hermit, it should be observed, had no
actual experience of the world whatsoever: all his knowledge
goncerning it had been obtained .in two ways; from books, and’
from the relations of those country swains who had seen a little
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Lerrer 342 TO MRS, ASTON.
* May 4. 1779.

“ Pear Mapam,— When I sent you the little books,
I was not sure tkat you were well enough to take the
trouble of reading them, but have lately heard from Mr.
Greeves that you are much recovered. 1 hope you will
gaiv more and more strength, and live many and many
vears, and I shall come aggn to Stowhill, and livé as I
used to do, with you and dear Mrs. Grustrel,

“1 amn not well: my nights are very troublesome,
and wy breath is short; but I know not that it grows
much worse. I wish to sec you. Mrs. Harvey has
ju<t s ot to me w dine with her, and 1 bave promised
w waii on her to-morrow.

“ Mr. Green comes home loaded with curlosities (1),

of . The plain meaning, thercfore, 15, ¢ To clear his doubts
concerning Providence, and to obtauan sopme knowledzze of the
world by actual expenience; to see whether the accounts fur-
mched by hooks, or by the orzl communications of awains, were
Just representatiens o’ it ;7 {1 soy swaing, ] for his oral or rwé
vore information had been obtained from that part of mankind
alone, &e.  ‘U'he word alone here dues nat relate to the whole of
the preceding line, as has Leen supposed, but, by s common
heence, to the words, of alf mankind, which are understood, and
of which 1t is restnictive.”  Mr. Malone, it must be owned, has
shown much critical ingenuity in his explanation of this .
']1].5 interpretation, however, seems to me much tou recondite.
The meaning of the passuge may be certain enougn ; but surely
the expression is confused, and one part of it contradictory to the
other. — B, — [t is odd enough that these cr:tics did not think
it warth their while to consult the ariginal for the exact words
on which they were excrciging thew ingenuity. Parnell's words
are not “if books AxD swains,” but. “if books or swains,” which
izt wean, not that books and swains agrred, but that they dif
fered, and that the Hermit's doubt was excited by the difference
between his authorities. 'This, however, would make no grest.

alteration in the question, on which Dr. Johnsan's decision
secos just, — C, »

ﬁeﬁ) Mé' Green, it will be recollecsed, had & riusewm &t Lich-
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and will be able to give his friends new entertainm ent
When 1 come, it will he great entertainment to me if’ ]
can find you and Mrs, Gastrel well, and willing to re.

ceive me. I am, dearest Madam, &c,
 Sau, Jorxson.”

Lrrres 343. TO MRS. LUCY PORTER.

“ May 4. 1779,

e Dmn Mapay, — Mr. Eireen has informed me that
you are much better ; I hope I need not tell you that I
am glad of it. I cannot hoast of being much better ;
my old nocturnal complaint still pursues me, and my
respiration is difficult, though much egsier than when I
left you the summer before last. Mr. and Mrs. Thrale
are well ; miss has been a little indisposed, but she is
got well again. They have, since the loss of their boy,
had two daughters ; but they seem likely to want a son.

“1 hope you had some books which I sent you. 1
was sorry for poox, Mrs. Adey’s death, and am afraid
you will be somctimes salitary; but endenwmr, whether
alone or in company, to keep yourself cheerful. My
friends likewise die very fast ; but such is the state of
man. I em, dear Love, your &e.  Sam, Jounson.”

He had, before I left London, resumed the con-
versation concerning the appearance of a ghost at
. Neweastle-upon-Tyne, which Mr. John Wesley be-
tieved, but to which Johnson did not give eredit. I
was, however, desirous to examine the question
closely, and at the same time wished to be made
acgusinted with Mr. John Wesley; for though I
differed from him in some points, I admired his
, various falents, and loved his pious zeal. At my
request, therefore, Dr. Johnson gave me & letter of

introduetion to him.
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Lerizr 344, TO THE REV. MR. JOHN WESLEY.
“May 5. 1774,

“ 81r,~Ms. Boswell, a gentleman who has been
long known to me, is desirous of being known to you,
and has acked this recommendation, which I give him
with great willingness, because I think it very much to.
he wished that worthy and religious men should be ac-
quainted with each other. 1 am, 8ir, &e.

: # Sam. Jomnsox.”

Mr. Wesley being in the course of his ministry at
Edinburgh, I presented this letter to him, and was
very politely recgived. Tbegged to have it returned
to me, whicl; was accordingly done. His state of
the evidence as to the ghost did not satisfy me.

Lerren 345, TO MRS. THRALE. ()
¢ Lichfield, May 29. 1779,

1 have now been here a week, and will try to give
you my journal, or such parts of it as are fit, in mv
mind, for communication. .

““On Friday, We set out about twelve, and lay at
Daventry.

“On Baturday, We dined with Rann at Coventry.
He intercepted us at the town’s end. I saw Tom
J9hnson, who had hardly life to know that I was with
him. T hear he is since'dead. In the evening I came
toLugy, and walked to Stowhill, Mrs. Aston was gone,
or going to bed. T did not see her.

* Sunday.—After dinner T went to Stowhill, and was
very kindly received. At night I saw my old friend

mfi&?rcoz :1:}!8011 b‘::dheis this year his usual excursion into the
s : e !
lness of Ma. Tﬁnle.—-c.m“ m shortened by the :lf;rmmg
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Brod'urst — you know him — the playfellow of my in.
fancy, and gave him a guinea.

¢ Monday. — Dr. Taylor came, and we went with
Mus. Cobb to Greemhill Bower. 1 had not seen it,
perhaps, for fifty years. It is much degenerated.
Every thing grows old. Taylor is to fetch me next
Saturday. Mr. Green came to see us, and I ordered
some physic. .

‘ Tuesday. — Physic, ?i ahtﬂe company. 1 dined,
I think, with Lucy both Monday and Tuesday.

“ Wednesday, Thursday. — I had a few visits, from
Peter Garrick among the rest, and dined at Stowhill,
My breath very short.

“ Friday. — I dined at Stowhil]. I have taken
physic four days together.

“ Saturday. — Mrs. Aston took me out in her chaise,
and was very kind. 1 dined with Mrs. Cobh, and.came
to Lucy, with whom I found, as I had done the first
day, Lady Smith and Miss Vyse.”

Letrea 346. TO THE, SAME.
« Ashbourne, June 14. 1779,

“ Your account of Mr. Thrale’s iliness (*) is very
wn'ible but when 1 remember that he seems to have it
to his constitution — that whatever distemper

he lns, he always has his head affected — I am less
frighted. The seizure was, I think, not apoplectical,
but hysterical, and therefore not dangerous to life. 1
would have you, however, consult sach physicians as you
think you can best trust. Bromfield seems to have done
well, and, by his practice, seems not to suspect sn
.upoplexy. That is a solid and fundamental comfort.
d remember Dr.lhmgh, an ltalian physician, whose

(1) A mmm&,mnmmmd
) another of the ssme hature, whijch terminated Lis existencein
sourse of the ensuine yesr, — C. .
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seizure was more violent than Mr. Thrale's, for he fell
down helpless ; but his case was not considered as of
much danger, and he went safe home, and is now a
professor at Padua. His fit was considered as only
hysterical.”

Lerren 347. TO THE SAME.

® Ashbourne, June 17. 1779,

Tt is certain that your first letter did not alarm me
in proportion to the danger, for indeed it did not de-
scribe the danger as it was, 1 am glad that you have
Heberden ; and hope his restoratives and his preserv-.
atives will both it effectual. In the preservatives, dear
Mr. Thrale must concur ; yet what assn he reform ? or
what can he add to his regularity afid temperance ? He
can Buly sleep less. We will do, however, all we can.
I go to Lichfield to-morrow, with intent to hasten to
Streatham. -

“Bbdth Mrs. Aston and Dr. Taylo} have had strokes
of tho palsy. The lady was sixty-eight, and at that age
has gained ground upon it; the doctor is, you know,
not young, and he is guite well, only suspicious of every
sensation in the peccant arm. 1 hope my dear master’s
case is yet slighter, and that, as his age is less, his re-
covery will be more perfect. Let him keep his thoughts
diverted and his mind easy.” '

Lzrrsn 848, TO IIENRY THRALE, ESQ.
o « Lichfiald, June 23. 1779,
- DEAR 81r,—To show you how well I think o

your hcalth, ¥ have sent you an hundred pounds to keep
for me, ‘It will éome withip one day of quarter-day,
and that day. you must give me. I came byit in a very,
uncommon manner, sad would ot confound it with the .

“OL. VI{, TS
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« My wicked mistress talks as if she thought it pos-
sible for me to be indifferent or negligent about your
health or hers, If 1 could have done any good, I had
not delayed an hour to come to you, and I will come
very soon to try if my advice can be of any use, or my
company of agy entertainment.

¢ What can be done, you must do for yourself. Do
not let any uneasy thought settle in your mind. Cheer-
fulness and exercise are yout great remedies. Nothing
is for the present worth your anxiety. Vivere leti is
one of the great rules of health. I believe it will be
good to ride often, but never to weariness ; for weariness
is iteelf a temporary resolution of the nerves, and is
therefore to be avoided. Labour is ehercise continued
to fatigue ; exercise is labour used only while it pro-
duces pleasure.

+ 4 Above all, keep your mind gquiet. Do not faink
with earnestness even of your health, but think on such
things as may please without too much agitation ;
among which, 1 hdpe, is, dear Sir, your, &e,

© ¢ Bax, Jorrson.”

Larren 349.  TO MISS REYNOLDS

s June 27. 1779,

“ Dear Mapam, — I have sent what I can for your
German friend. () At this time it is very difficult to
get ony money, and I cannot give much. I am,
Madam, your most affectionate and most humble ser-
vant, San. Jomnson.”

(! ltmngew the memory ot L. Jolitison's hsexhnmbit

to instrt:this otherwise insignificant note. 'When bin soys
that he catnot-give much, let it berecollected, that his fixed
indome 'was his on of 001, uyear.mdwhew aur- or
fivg eloeiosyhaly inmates in his house, = G .
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CHAPTER 1X.
1779,
.

Experiments on the Constancy of Friends. — Colonel
. James Stuari—Choice of Guardiuns.— Adventurers
to the East Indies.~— Puvor of London. — Pope's
¢ Essay on J.Wan.” — Lord Bolingbroke. — John-
son’s Residences in LonJon. — Conjugal Infidelity.
— Raman Catholics. — Helps to the Study of Greek.
— Middlesex Election. — House of Commons. —
Iﬁght of Expulsion. — George Whitficld, — Phiflp
Astley. — Keeping Company with Infidels. — Irish
Union. — Vulgar Prosperity, — * The Ambassador
says well.” — Correspondence.

T pip not write to Johnson, as usnal; upon my
return to my family ; but tried how he would be
affected by my silence. Mr. Dilly sent me a copy
of a note which he received from him on the 13th of
July, in these words : —

Lerrer 350. TO MR. DILLY.

““ 81r,—Since Mr. Boswell’s departure, I have never
heard from him. Please to send word what you know
of him, and whether you have sent my books to his lady.
I am, &e¢. 8anm, Jonnson.”

My readers will not doubt that hi solicitude
about nie was very flattering. . -
. T 2



276 LIFE OF JOHNSON. 1779.

Lerrze 851, TO JAMES BOSWELT, ESQ.
« July 18. 1779,

“DeaR Sir,— What can possibly have happened,
that keeps us two such strangers to cach other? I ex-
pected to havesheard from you when you came home ;
I expected afterwards. I went into the country and
yeturned ; and yet there is no letter from Mr. Bosweli.
No ill, I hope, has happene®; and if ill should happen,
Mhy should it be concealed from him who loves you?
Is it a fit of humour, that has disposed you te try who
can hold out longest without writing? If it be, you
have the victory. But 1 am efraid of somethmg bad ;*
set me free from my suspiciens.

“ My thoughts are at present employed in guessing
the reason of your silence: yon must not expect that I
should tell you any thing, if I bad any thing to“tell.
Write, pray write to me, and let me know what is or
what has been the cause of this long interruption. I
am, dear Sir, your’most affectionate humble servant,

" “Bam. Jonnson.”

Lerrea 382. TO DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON,
« Edinburgh, July 17. 1779.

“ My pEar Sir, — What may be justly denomi-
iated a supine indolence of mind has been my state of
existence since I last returned to Scotland. In a live-
lier state T had often suffered severely from long inter-
vals of silence on your part; and I had even been chid
by you for expressing my uneasiness. 1 was willing to
take .advantage of my inscnsibility, and while I could
boer.the experiment, to try whether your affection for
.ﬂmdﬂ, after an unusual silente on my pars, make

i wiite firet. - This aMnooﬁ”Id have had a very high
’ Tegeiving your letter of .inquiry, for
wmh}m:t’pmﬁ:ﬂythnk you. I.atn doubtful if
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it was right to make the experiment; though I have
grined by it. T was beginning to grow tender, and to
upbraid myself, especially after having dreamt two
nights ago that 1 was with you. I, and my wife, and
my four children, are all well. I would not delay one
post to answer your letter ; but as it is late, I have not
time to do more. You shall scon hear from me, upon
many and various particulars ; and I shall never again
put you to any test. I af, with veneration, my dear
Sir, your, &e. Jaxes BosweLr.”

On the 22d of July, I wrote "to him again ; and
gave him an acgount of my last interview with my
worthy friend, Mr. Edward Dilly, at his brother’s
house at Southill in Bedfordshire, where he died
sootP after I parted from him, leaving me a very
kind remembrance of his regard.

I informed him that Lord Hmlos, who. had pro-
mised to furnish him with some anecdotes for his
« Lives of the Poets,” had sent me three instances
of Prior's borrowing from Gombauld, in Recueil
des Poétes, tome 8. Epigram « To John I owed
great obligation,” p. 25. « To the Duke of No-
ailles,” p. 82, * Sauntering Jack and idle Joan,”
p. 35.

My letter was a pretty long one, and contained a
variety of particulars; but he, it should seem, had
not attended to it; for his next to me was as
follows : =

Lmn 858. TO Jm& BOSWELL, ESQ-
' ! % Streatham, Sept. % 1779
“ My DuISm,—Am you playing the same trirk
again, and’ trying who - m heep silence iongut Res
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member that all tricks are cither knavish or childish ;
and that it is as foolish to make experiments upon the
ronstancy of a friend, as upon the chastity of a wife.

 What can be the cause of this second fit of silence,
1 cannot conjecture ; but afier one trick, I will not he
cheated by another, nor will harass my thoughts with
conjectures about the motives of a man who, probably,
acts only by caprice. I therefore suppose you are well,
and that Mrs. Boswell is %cll too, and that the fine
summer has restored Lord Auchinleck. I am much
better than you left me ; I think I am better than when
I was in Scotland,

“ I forgot whether I informed you that poor Thrale
has been in great danger. Mrs. Thtale likewise has
miscarried, and been much indisposed. Every body
else is wall. Langton is in camp. I intend to_ put
Lord Hailes's description of Dryden (1) into anbther
edition, and, as I know his accuracy, wish he would
consider the dates, which I could not always settle to
my own mind. * )

¢ Mr. Thrale goes to Brighthelmstone, about Mi-
chaelmas, to be jolly and ride a-hunting, I shall go to
town, or- perhaps to Oxford. Exercise and gaiety, or
rather carclessness, will, 1 hope, dissipate all remains of
his malady; and I hkewue hope, bythe change of place,
to fisd some opportunities of growing yet better myself
1 am, dear 8ir, your, &e. 8am. Jonnson.”

‘. My readers will not be displeased at bein

told every slight circumstance of the manner in
which Dr. Johnson contrived to amuse bis sohtary
Mrs- He sometlmes employed h:mseif in che-

“

\

" (1) Which I comuinicated to him from lﬁ:l’.-ovds bntn
bas ot bm publiﬂied I have awﬁyd’ it. Tha
M n mndermﬁ Dryden, which
Jected, tha at}bmritpvemom-m ‘
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mistry, sometimes in watering and pruning a vine,
sometimes in small experiments, at which those who
may smile should recollect that there are moments
which admit of being soothed only by trifles. ()
On the 20th of September I defended myself
against his suspicion of me, which I did not de-
serve; and added, ¢ Pray let us write frequently.
‘A whim strikes me, tha®we should send off a sheet
once a week, like a stage-coach, whether it be full
or not ; nay, though it should be empty. The very
~ight of your handwriting would comfort me ; and
were a sheet tobe thus sent regularly, we should much

(1) In one of his manuscript Diaries, there is the following
cnt®, which marks his curious minute attention : — « July %6
1768. — I shaved my nail by accident in whetting the kmfe,
about an eighth of an inch from the bottom, and about a fourth
from the top. This I measure that 1 may know the growth of
nails ; the whole is about five cighths of an inch.” Anpother of
the same kind appears August 7. 1779: * Partem brachii dextri
carpo prosimam et cutem pectoris circa mamillam dextram rasi, ut

tum fierot to temporis pili renovarentur.”  And, “ A
15, 1783: —1 cut from the vine 41 leaves, which weighed five
0z and a half, and eight scruples: I lay them upon my book-
case, to sce what weight they will lose by drying.” — B.— Dr.
Johnson was always exceeding fond of chemistry ; and we made
up a sort of laboratory at Streatham one summer, and diverted
ourselves with drawing essences and colouring liquors. But
the danger in which Mr. Thrale found his friend one day, when
1 was driven to London, and he had got the children and sere
vants assembled round him to see some ex;;&rimenu perfurmed,
Put an end to all our entertainment; as Mr. Thrale was per-
suaded that his short sight would have occasioned his destruction
In 2 moment, by bringing him clese to 2 flerce and violent flame,
Indeed, it was a perpetual miracle that he did not set himself
on fire reading abed, as was his constant custom, when quite
unable even to clear of mischief with our best hal‘ge; and
accordingly the foretgps of all his wigs were burned by the can-
dle down to the very neswork.  Future i in chemis.
try, however, were too dengerous, and Mr. Jinsisted that
"13’,‘3‘,!‘,’,‘,‘“ 04 more towards. finding'the phifosoph

!\:; .
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oftener convey something, were it only a few kind
words.”

My friend, Colonel James Stuart (*), second son
of the Earl of Bute, who had distinguished himself
as a good officer of the Bedfordshire militia, had
taken a publie-spirited resolution to serve his coun-
try in its difficulties, by raising a regular regiment,
and taking the command of it himself. This, in the
heir of the immense property of Wortley, was
highly honourable. . Having been in Scotland re-
cruiting, he obligingly asked me to accompany him
to Leeds, then the head-quarters of kis corps ; from
thence to London for a short time, and afterwards
to other places to which the regiment might be
ordered. Such an offer, at a time of the year when
I had full leisure, was very pleasing ; especially as I
was to accompany a man of sterling good sense
information, discernment, and conviviality, and was
to have a second crop, in one year, of London and
Johnson. Of this 1 informed my illustrious friend
in characteristical warm terms, in a letter dated the
30th of September, from Leeds.

On Monday, October 4., I called at his house be-
fore he was up. He sent for me to his bedside,
and expressed his satisfaction at this incidental
meeting, with as much vivacity as if he had been in
the gaiety of youth. He called briskly, « Frank,
go and get coffee, and let us breakfast in '

dour.” .
(1) Who assumed suceessively the names of Wortley and
Mnclende, 4

but was best known as Mr. Stuart Wortley. He
was the father of Lord Wharneliffe, and died in 1814, — C.
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During this visit to London I had several inter-
views with him, which it is unneccssary to dis~
tinguish particularly. I consulted him as to the
appointment of guardians to my children in case
of my death. ¢ Sir,” said he, “ do net appoir’ a
number of guardians. Whin there are many, tuey
trust one to another, and the business is neglected.
I would advise you to clmose only one: let him be
a man of respectable charactgr, who, for his own
credit, will do what is aight ; let him be a rich man,
s0 that he may be under no temptation to take
advantage ; and, let him be a man of business, whe
is used to conduct affairs with ability and ex
pertness, to whom, therefore, the execution of the
trus? will not be burthensome.” ~ .

Lerrer 354. TO MRS. THRALE,

“Qct. 5. 1779. — When Mr. Boswell waited on Mr.
Thrale in Southwark, I directed him to watch all ap-
pearances with close attention, and bring me his observ-
ations. At his return he told me, that without pre-
vious intelligence he should not have discovered that
Mr. Thrale had been lately ill.

“Oet. 8. 1779.— On Sunday the gout left my ankles,
and I went very commodiously to church. On Monday
night I felt my feet unemsy. On Tuesday I was quite
lame: that night 1 took an opiate, having first taken
physic avd fasted. Towards morning on Wednesday
the pain remitted. Bozzy came to me, and much talk
we had. I fasted another day; and on Wednesday
night could walk tolerably. On Thursday, finding
myself ‘mending, I ventured on my dinner, which I
think has a little interrupted my convalescence, To-
day I bave again taken physic, and eaten only some
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stewed apples. I hope to starve it away. It iz now
no worse than it was at Brighthelmstone.”

On Sunday, October 10., we dined together at
Mr. Strahan’s. The conversation having turned on
the prevailing practice of going to the East Indies
in quest of wealth; — JonnsoN. “ A man had
better have ten thousande¢pounds at the end of ten
years passed in England, than twenty thousand,
pounds at the end of ten#years passed in India,
because you must compute what you gire for
money ; and the man who has lived ten years in
India has given up ten years of social consfort, and
all those advantages which arise from linng in
England. The ingenious Mr. Brown, distinguished
by the name of Capability Brown, told me, that he
was once at the. seat of Lord Clive, who had re-
turned from India with great wealth; and that he
showed him at the door of his bed-chamber a large
chest, which he said he had once had full of gold;
upon which Brown observed, I am glad you can
bear it so néar your bed-chamber.’ ”

We talked of the state of the poor in Londen.
Jouxson. ¢ Saunders Welch, the. justice, who was
once highiconstable of Holborn, and had the best
opportunities of knowing the state of the poor, told
me, that I under-ratedthe number, when I computed
that twenty a week, that is, above a thousand a
year, died of hunger ; not absolutely of jmmediate

Bunger, but of the wasting and other diseases which
are the conséquences of hunger. This happens
only in so-large 8 place as London, where-peopie



Zrar. 70, PGOR OF LONDON. 248

are not known. 'What we are told about the great
sums got by begging is not true: the trade is over-
stocked. And, you may depend upon it, there are
many who cannot get work. A particular kind of
manufacture faila: those who have been used to
work at it can, for some time, work at nothing else.
You meet a man begging; you charge him with
idlencss: he says, ‘I af willing to labour. Will
you give me work ?” — ¢I cannot.’ — ¢ Why, then,
you have no right to charge ma with idleness.’”

We left Mr. Strahan’s at seven, as Johnson bad
said he intendeel to go to evening prayers, As we
walked alone, he complained of a little gout in his
toe, and said, * I sha'n't go to prayers to-night: I
shaﬁ go to-morrow: whenecver I miss church on*®*
Sunday, I resolve to go another day. ButI do not
always do it.” This was a fair exhibition of ‘that
vibration betwcen pious resolutions and indolence,
which many of us have too often experienced.

I went home with him, and we had a long quiet
conversation.

1 read him aletter from Dr. Hugh Blair concerning
Pope (in writing whose Jife he was now employed),
whicb 1 shall insert as a literary curiosity. (')

Q). Tl\e Rev. Dr, Law, mhop of Carlisle, in the preface to
his valuable edition of Archbishop King’s « Essa; edv on the Origin
of Evil,” mentions that the principles maintained in it had been
ldoptedbyl’upomhk“h on Man;” and adds,-* The fact,

(Mrithmndm Enhvp Warburton's), rmght have
ef oe oy vm%e.d hy an unueephonable testimony, vi, oftlw
< Bk (takem unt,vdmnwthnm-yumesystem

own hud ng befc Mn P wliie erantin Bol‘ngbroka‘s
efore
’l'glu%l respech a%elm but MW Blnit is
the fountain-head, as well as more full.’
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Lerrea 355. DR. BLAIR TO MR. BOSWELL.
¢ Broughton Park, Sept. 21. 1779,

¢ DeAr Smm, — In the ycar 1763, being at London,
I was carried by Dr. John Blair, Prehendary of West-
rinster, to dine at old Lord Bathurst's, where we found
the late Mr. Mallet, Sir James Porter, whe had been
ambassador at Constantinople, the late Dr. Macaulay,
and two or three more. 'The conversation turning on
Mr. Pope, Lord Bathurst told us, that the ¢ Essay on
Man' was originally composed by Lord Bolingbroke in
prosc, and that Mr. Pope did no more than put it into
verse: that he had read Lord Bolinghwke’s manuscript
in his own handwriting; and remnembered well, that
he was at a loss whether most to admire the elcgance
of Lord Bolingbroke's prose, or the beauty of Mr. P¢pe’s
verse. When Lord Bathurst told this, Mr. Mallet bade
me attend, and remember this remarkable picce of in-
t‘omn.tion; as, by ¢he course of nature, 1 might survive
his lordship, and be a wituess of his having said so.
The conversation was indeed too remarkable to be for-
gotten. A few days after, meeting with you, who were
then also at London, you will remember that 1 men-
tioned to you what had passed on this subject, as I was
much struck with this anecdote. IBut what ascertains
my recollection of it, beyond doubt, is, that being ac-
customed to keep a journal of what passed when I wes
at London, which I wrote out every cvening, 1 find the
particulars of the above information, just as I have now
given them, distinctly marked; snd am thence enabled

muduoitandnrlmes Warton : # The late Lord Bate

:?GM' on Man,’' mmuﬁ'&"“‘""ﬁrﬂﬁ’"’" f::?ﬁ

dnwnupmlmuufpropoduou,w B?agbm

::glﬂhn?:. Buay on the Genius and Writings of T'ope,
P
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to fix this conversation to have passed on Friday, the
22d of April, 1768.

« T remember also distinctly (though 1 have not for
this the authority of my journal), that the conversation
going on concerning Mr. Pope, 1 took netice of a report
which had been sometimes propagated that he did not
understand Greek. . Lord Bathurst said tome that he
knew that to he false ; for that part of the Iliad was
translated by Mr. Pope in®his hovse in the country ;
and that in the morning when they assembled at break-
fast, Mr. Pope used frequently to repeat, with great
rapture, the Greek lines which he had been translating,
and then to give them his version of them, and to com-
pare them togeth?r.

¢ If these circumstances can be of any use to Dr.
Johnson, you have my full liberty to give them to him.
1 beg you will, at the same time, present to him myues
most respectful compliments, with best wishes for his
success and fame in all his literary undertakings. I am,
with great respect, my dearest Sir, ybur most affection.
ate and obliged humble servant, Hvuen Bram.”

Jounson. “Depend upon it, Sir, this is:too
strongly stated. Pope may have had from Bolin-
broke the philosophic stamina of his Essay; and
admitting this to be true, Lord Bathurst did not in~
tentionally falsify. But the thing is not true in
the latitude that Blair seems to imagine; we are
sure that the poetical imagery, which makes a great
part of the poem, was Pope’s own. It is amazing,
8ir, what deviations there are from precise truth, in
the-agedunt which is given of almost every thing.
I told Mrs. Thrale, ¢ You have so little anxiety
about truth, that you never tax your memory with
“lie exact thing.' Now what is the use of the me
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mory to trath, if one is carcless of exactness?
Lord Hailes’s ¢ Annals of Scotland’ are very exaect;
but they contain mere dty particulars. They are
to be considered as a Dictionary. You know such
things are there; and may be lovked at when you
please. Robertson paints; but the misfortunc is,
you are sure he does not know the people whom he
paints ; so you cannot suphose a likeness. Charac-
ters should never be given by an historian, unless’
he knew the people whom he describes, or copies
from those who knew them.”

BosweLL. “ Why, Sir, do people play this trick
which I observe now, when I look at your grate,
putting the shovel against it to make the fire bugn?”

Junnson. “They play the trick, but it does not
make the fire burn. (') There is a better (setting
the poker perpendicularly up at right angles with
the grate). In days of superstition they thought,
as it made a cross with the bars, it would drive
away the witch,”

BoswerL. ¢ By associating with you, Sir, I am
always getting an accession of wisdom. But per-
haps a man, after knowing his own character — the
limited strength of his own mind — should nof be
désirons of having too much wisdom, cohsidering,

(1) It certainly does make the fire burn : elling the ar,
it throws a blast on the fire, and so mby‘hi:p !mgm some
degroe of 8 blower or bellows.— Krarnzy, — Dr. Kearney's’
i sl el B ol
n the experiment, the 8 su -
cacious. After all, it is possible that &we bo:gm,inug-
netic oulemiul influwnce which, in the ;rgmnf
may be explained ; and what has been tnck,
way be prroved 4o be a philosophical expenment.-— fJ
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quid valeani humeri, how little he can carry.”
JOHNSON. “Sir, be as wise as you can; let a man
be aliis letus, sapiens sibi -

¢ Though pleased to see the dolphin’s play,
I mind my compass and my way.’ (1)

You may be wise in your study in the morning, and
gay in company at a tavean in the evening. Every
man is to take care of his own wisdom and his own
virtue, without minding too much what others
think.”

He said, «odsley first mentioned to me the
scheme of an English Dictionary; but I had long
thought of it.” DBoswerr. ¢“You did not know
whafg you were undertaking.” Jomnsox. ¢«Yes
Sir, I knew very well what I was undertaking, and
very well how to do it, and have glgne it very well.”
BosweLL. ¢ An excellent climax! and it Aas
availed you. In your preface you say, ¢What
would it avail me in this gloom of solitude?’ You
have been agreeably mistaken.”

Tn his life of Milton, he observes, “I cannot but
remark a kind of respect, perhaps unconsciously
paid to this great man by his biographers ; every
house in which he resided is historically mentioned,
as if it were an injury to neglect naming any place
that he honoured by his presence.” I had, before
I read this observation, been desirous of showing
that respect to Johnson, by various inquiries, Find-
ing him this evening in a very good humour, I pre-
vailed on him to give me an exact. list of his places

{1) “ The Bpleen,” a poem (by Matthew Gréenj.
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of residence, since he entered the metropolis as an
author, which I sabjoin in a note. (1)

I mentioned to him a dispute between a friend of
mine and his lady, concerning conjugal infidelity,
which my friend had maintained was by no means
8o bad in the husband as in the wife. Jounsow.
% Your friend was in the right, Sir. Between a man
and his Maker it is a different question: but be-
tween a man and his wife, a husband’s infidelity is
nothing. They arer connected by children, by for-
tune, by serious considerations of community. Wise
married women don ’t trouble themselves about infi-
delity in their husbands.” Boswerr. “ To be
sure there is a great difference between the offence
*Bf infidelity in 2 man and that of his wife.” Jonx-
soN. % The difference is boundless. The man
imposes no bastards upon his wife.” (2)

(1) 1. Exeter Strect, off Catherine Street, Strand (1737;
s. Gfeenmch 1737).
treet, near Hanover Square (1"97).
4. Oasﬂe Stree(, Cavendish Square, No. 6. (1788).
5 Boswell
¢
e again.
8. Bow St
9 Holborn
* 10. Fetter Lane,
11, H%l.born agn)in (at the Goulden Anchor, Hnborn
. 12. Gou Sqwe (1748)
. ::. lnn (17 ). .
VA hm Temple Lane, No, L. {1960).’
15, Johnson Court, Fleet Streat, No., 7. (1765
o .14, Bolt Court, FleetStreet,ﬁ‘t; aa('f'n(s). s :
(9) 'nﬁlmwnmmnn illusiration of a *boundless
The imtroduction of a bestard intg s femily, though
hjmtlee and a grut crime, is oaly owe amnequenc-
nndthumm-donal -socidentat one) gf.a graster crime
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Hoere it may be questioned, whether Johnson was
entirely in the right. I suppose it will not be con-
troverted, that the difference in the degree of crie
mmnality is very great, on account of consequences :
but «till it may be thaintained, that, independent of
moial obligation, infidelity is by no means a light
offsnice in a husband ; because it must hurt a de-
licate attachment, in which a mutual constancy is
unphed, with sueh refined’ sentiments as Massinger
has exhibited in his play of « The Picture.,” John-
son probably at another time would have admitted

b d -

and a more afficting njustice. The precaution of Julia, alluded
to anie, Vol V1, p.148., did not render her mnnocent. In a
moraMnd 1 a religious view, the guilt 1s no doubt equalin maa_‘
o1 woman, but have not both Dr. Jobnson and Mr, Buswe)
overlooked, on this occasion, 8 soctd view of this subject, to
which they had most justly alluded m a formor conversstion,
and which 14, perhaps, the true reason of the greuter mdulg.
ence which n.mu-ully afforded to the wnfidelity of the wnan—
I mean the t on the pervonal character of the duferent
sexe:f m’l“hc crime does not :Iem to dw;u ar (i‘ebu&;he quab-
ues man, 1n afly essentia) degree; but when

purity and delicacy ofythe woman is once conlamnated 1t E de-
stroyed —factlss descensus Averns — she generaﬂy falls into utter
de snd thence, probably, 1t is that inzkes &
distin¢.on conformable Lo its own mterests — it connives at the
oﬁn& o;} men, because menmm net m:ci?kmxmwd ]
Men! gemd the ofttnee, an seyere ast
the offence of m'&?'”mbim women, as_members of mdemt\.
ure utterly degraded by it. Tius view of the subject will be
Hlustrated by u cortverse proposition — for mnstance . The world
thinks not the worse, nay rather the better, of a woman for
wanting courage ; but -ul;defeu 0 a man hwhouz uopar-
donable, because, as Johnson wisely and wittily smud, #he who

has not the virtye of has no security for other
wirtue.”  Society, &m;m f:,amw‘:zn ®

Boes courage fiom Sep alsg M Esprat des »
b, vt ch, 8., where on the tiple, shat chastity
w, it the femiale character, ﬂm goardisn of every
M'ﬁﬁ&q"ﬂ. v e and M

VOL.VEL g
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this opinion. And let it be kept in remembrance,
that he was very careful not to give any encourage-
ment to irregular conduet. A gentleman, not ad-
verting to the distinction made by him upon this
subject, supposed a case of singular perverseness in
& wife, and heedlessly said, « That then he thought
a husband might do as he pleased with & safe con-
science.” JoHNsON, ¢ Nay. Sir, this is wild indeed
( snnlmg), you must cossider that fornication is a
crime in a single man, and you cahnot have mare
liberty by being married.”

He this evening expressed himself strongly against
the Roman Catholics, observing, ® In ¢very thing
in which they differ from us, they are wrong.” He
was even against the invocation of saints; in ghort,

e was in the humour of opposition.

Having regretted to him that I had learnt little
Greek, as is too generally the case in Scotland ; that
1 had for a long time hardly applied at all to the
study of that noble language, and that I was desirous
of being told by him what method to follow; he
recommended as easy helps, Sylvanus'’s “ First Book
of the Tiad;” Dawson's % Lexicon to the Greek
New Testament;” and « Hesiod,” with * Pasoris
Texioon” at the end of it

Lxerze 856. TO MRS, THRALZE.

‘Idnnwmwhyymlhmddmﬂemnelfm
physicians while Mr, Thrale grows better. Company

ndhaﬁewiﬂ.llwpe, his cire. Lec him
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gallop aver the Downe in the morning, call his friends
ahout him to dinner, and frisk in the rooms at night,
aad outrun time and outface misfortune. Notwith.
standing all authorities against bleeding, Mr. Thrale
bled himself well ten days ago.

“ You will lead a jolly life, and perhaps think little
of me; but I have been invited twice to Mts, Vesey's
conrersation, but have not gone, The gout that was in
my ankles, when Queeny ‘:i;iticiued wy gait, passed into
my toe, but I have hunted it, and starved it, and it
makes no figure. It has drawn some attention, for
Lord and Lady Lucan sent to inquire after me. This
1s all the news that I have to tell you. Yesterday 1
dined with Mr. Sgrahan, and. Boswell was there, We
shall be both to-morrow at Mr. Ramsay’s.”

0O Tuesday, October 12, I dined with him af,
Mr. Ramsay’s, with Lord Newhaven (1), and some
other company, none of whom I recollect, but a
beautiful Miss Graham (2), a relatibn [niece] of his
Lordship’s, who asked Dr. Johnson to hob or nel.
with her. He was flattered by such pleasing at-
tention, and politely told her, he never drank wine;
but if she would drink a glass of water, he was
much at her service. She accepted. ¢ Oho, Sir 1"
said Lord Newhaven, “ you are caught.” Jonxsox.
“ Nay, I do not see kow I am eaught; but if 1
am caught, [ don't want to,get free again. If I am

(1) Wi created et in 1763;
m’:v:: & Baron 7633 »

pnivy cow 766; and in 1776 advanced t
The Trich paerage ly the title of Harca Newhaven. ~He took 3

ven.
bui the
T e S 0 ok Vi i

(8) New the Iady of Sit Henry Dashwood, Bart, = B. v To
wmmrvmhgmnw;"gnuc.

2
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caught, I hope to be kept.” Then when the two
glasses of water were brought, smiling placidly to
the young lady, he said, “ Madam, let us rec-

Lord Newhaven and Johnson carried on an ar-
gument for some time concerning the Middlesex
election. Johnson said, « Parliament may be con-
sidered .as bound by law,eas & man is bound where
there is nobody to tie the knot. As it is cloar that
the House of Commons may expel, and expcl again
and aggin, why not allow of the power to incapacitate
for that parhament, rather than havga perpetual con-
test kept up between parliament and the people.”
Lord Newhaven took the opposite side ; but respect-
wfully said, « I speak with great deference to yot, Dr.
Johnson ; I speak to be instructed.” This had its
full effect on my friend. Iie bowed his head almost
as low as the ubi’% to a complimenting nobl man, and
called out, *“ My lord, my lord, I do not desive all
this ceremony ; let us tell our minds to one another
quietly.” After the debate was over, he said, «1
have got lights on the subjeet to-day, which I had
not before.” This was a great deal from hitn, espe-
cially as he had written a parhphlet upon it.

. He observed, “ The House of Commons was ori-
ginally not a privilege of the people, but a check,
for the exown, on the House of Lords. 1tomember,
Henry VI1I. wanted them’ to do something; they
hesitated in the morning, but 8id it in the aftemonn.
He told tham, < It is well you did; of half iyour
heads should bave been upon Temple Bay” But the
Houpé of Commons is now no longer under the



Eraz. 70, WRITEFIELD, 993

rower of the crown, and therefere must be bribed.
He added, * I bave no delight in talking of publie
affairs.” s

Of his fellow collegian(!), the celebrated Mr.
George Whitefleld, he esaid, * Whitefield never
drew as mach attention as & mountebank does: he
did not draw attention by doing better than others,
but by doing what was stmage. Were Astley (2) to
preach a sermon standing wpon his head on a horse’s
back, he would eollect a multityde to hear him ; but
no wise man would say he had made a better ser-
mon for that. J never treated Whitefield's ministry
with contempt; I believe he did good. He had
devgted himself to the lower classes of mankind,
and among them he was of use. But when fov-
miliarity and noise claim the praise due to know-
ledge, art, aud elegance, we must beat down such
pretensions.”

What I have prescrved of his eonversation during
the rewaiuder of my stay in Lendon at this time is
only what follows :—I told him that when I objected
to keeping company with a notorions infidel, a cele-

h
Y
!Pﬂk;ﬁ“m _t:l!l;_:ruoomg«m, though they were
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brated friend of ours said to me, # I do nat thivk
that men who live laxly in the world, as you aud 1
do, can with propriety assume such an authority :
Dr. Johuson may, who is uniformly exemplary in
his conduct. But it is not very consistent to shun
an infidel to-day, and get druuk to-morrow.” Joux-
soN. « Nay, Sir, this is sad reasoning. Because a
man cannot be right in a things, is he to be right
10 nothing? DBecause a man sometimes gets drunk,
15 he therefore to steal? (') This doctrine would
very soon bring 2 man to the gallows.”

After all, however, it is a difficult question how
far sincere Christians should associate with the
avowed enemies of religion ; for, in the first place,

~zhnost every man’s mind may be more or less “cor-
rupted by evil communications;” secondly, the
world may very naturally suppose that they are not
really in earnest in religion, who can easily bear its
opponents ; and thirdly, if the profane find them-
selves quite well received by the pious, one of the
cheeks upon an open declaration of their infidelity,
and one of the probable chances of obliging them

{1) lur%mum-m-mmm of the question. The
colebrated friend ( Mr, Burke is the usually so designated
modestly sald, the e

olumes
by LD
(]

with) the A vké 3 we know that comw
sulted lim about 'to do law business of & h Jehne
son ativieed hictt to with the practice of the till he
should Become s0 8 to be authorited to set 4n

3
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seriously to reflect, which their being shunned would
do, is remotved.

Ife, I know not why, showed upon all occasions
an aversion to go to Ireland, where I proposed to
him that we should make a tour. Jomwsow. It
is the last place that I should wish to travel.” Bos-
waLL. “ Should you not like to see Dublin, Sir?”
Jonnson. ¢ No, Sir; Dublin is only a worse ca-
pitai.” BoswkLl. “Is not the Giant’s Causeway
worth secing?”  JounsoNn. “ Worth sesing? yes;
but not worth going to see.”

Yet he had askindness for the Irish nation; and
thus generously expressed himself to a gentleman
from,that country, on the subject of an union which
artful politicians have often had in view: ¢ Do not’
make an union with us, 8ir. We should unite with
you only to rob you. We should shave robbed the
Scotch, if they had had uny thing of whieh we could
have robbed them.”

Of an acquaintance of ours, whose manners and
every thing about him, though expemnsive, were
coarse, he said, ¢« 8ir, you see in him vulgar pro-
sperity.”

A foreign ministet of no very high talents, who
had been in his company for a considerable time
quite overlooked, happened luckily to mention that
he had read some of his * Rambler™ in Italian, and
adwired i, much. This pleased him' greatly; he’
aliserved that the title had been trandatg;e;l Genio
errante, though 1 bave been told it was rendered
more ludierously B Vagabondy ; and finding that
this minister gave sueh a proof of his teste, he was

v é
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all attention to hit, aid on the Sirst remark which
he made, however simple, exclaimed, « The am-
bassadonsays well ; his Exeellency observes ;"
and then he expanded and enriched the little that
had been said in s0 strong & mavner, that it appeared
something of consequenee. This was exceedingly
entertaining to the company who were present, and
many a time afterwards it€urnished a pleasant topic
of werriment. “7The ambassador says well ” became
a langhable term of applause when no mighty matter
had been expressed.

Lrrrxs 857. TO MRS THRALE.

“ Oet. 16. 17%9.

« My foot gives me very little trouble ; but it is nos
yet well, I have dined, since you saw me, not se
often as once in tWo days. But I am told how well I
Jook ; and I really think 1 get more mobility. I dined
on Tuesday with Ramsay, and on Thursday with Paoli,
who talked of coming to see you, till T told him of your
migration,

“ Mrs. Williams is not yet returped; but discord
and discontent reign in my humble habitation as in the
palaces of monarchs. Mr. Levet and Mrs, Deamouling
have vowed eternal hate. Levet is the more insidious,
and wants me to turn her out. Poor Williams writes
word that she is no better, and has left off her physic.
M:r. Levet bas seen Dr. Lewin, who deglares himwelf
hopeless of - doing her any good. Lawrence despondod
some time ago, J thought I had a little fever some
thoe, but it seems 1o be starved away. Boszy says, he
never saw 1e so well.”
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Imnm TO M’IS& REYNOLDS. o

. “ Oct. 19. 1779-
s Duzm Mapay, — Yaou are extremely kind in
taking-so-much trouble, My foot ja:almont well ; and
meofmyﬁmmmwmmmnlyhtolhvewm(l)
You will do me-a grest favour if you will buy for me
the prints of Mr. Burke, Mr. Dyer, and Dr. Goldsmith,
ar_you- know good impressions.: If any of yeur own
pictures are’ engraved, buy?hem for me. I am fitting
up a little room with prints. I am, dear Madam, yom-
most humble servant, - o Bu. Jomnson,”

I left Loundop on Monday, October 18., and ace
companied -Colonel Stuart to Chester, where hu
regunent was to’Iie for some time. '

L

Lzrras 9,59' FROM MR. BOSWELL. .,

“ Chester, Oct. 50. 1778, .

My nsAR Bist, — It was not till one o'clock on Mon.
day morning that Colonel Stuart and I left London ;
for wedmutobidaeordmhdxq;toLmdMoummm
who was tb set out on that day.#n his embassy to Tuixin.
‘W' drove on excellently, sad reached Lichfield in good
titne, enongh that night. The colone] had heard.so
pﬁfeﬂhkn chardcter of the George, that he wonid not

nwtt.he Thre¢- Ctowns, so that I'did not see our
“We found at the Gearge 38 good ace

' mmmoduﬁon u we could wish to have, aud T fully en-
jé‘ml the ewnf tdé thought thnlmmueﬁﬁeld

g it rained very M e ¥
ltaﬁ m&&\m& ina ﬁnﬂe time, 1 onkred
b hetwevn eight and pine safljed forth 40 & mns

,th X, fwmmm.amhamhhtg

r

u) Wlun sti B-maoidx lived, -C. ,

w
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had him to accompany me to all my other friends ; but
he was engaged to attend the Bishop of Sodor and Man,
who was then lying at Lichfield vory ill of the gout.
Having taken a histy glance at the additions to Gruen's
museum, from which it was not essy to break awzy, I
next went to the Friary, where I at first occasioned
some turoult in the Iadies, who were not prepared to
Teceive company so early ; but mmy mame, which has
by wonderful felicity ecome fo be closely associated with
yours, soon made &ll easy ; and Mrs. Cobb (1) and Miss
Adey re-assumed their seats at the breakfast-table,
which they had quitted with some precipitation. They
received me with the kindness of an old acquaintance ;
and, after we had joined in a cordig} chorus to your
praise, Mrs. Cobb gave me the high satisfaction of hear-
ing that you said, ¢ Boswell is & man who I believe
never left a house without leaving a wish for his, reqarn.’
And she efterwards added, that she bid you tell me,
that if ever I came to Lichfield, she hoped 1 wounld
take a bed at the, Friary. From thence I drove to
Peter Garrick’s (2), where I also found a very flattering
welcome. He appeared to me to enjoy his usual cheer~
fulness ; and he very kindly asked me to come when 1
could, and pass a week with him. From Mr. Garrick's
I went to the Palace to wait on Mr. Seward. I was
first entertained by his lady and daughter, he himeelf
being in bed with a cold, according to his valetudinary
custom. But he desired to see me ; and I found him
dressed in his black gown, with a white flannel night-

1) Mrs, Cohb was the daughteg of Mr. Ffammond, an a
% Vol 1. p. 33.), and the widow of nmerm,v}/’l‘;
bad from business, and resided at the Friary. Misy Adey
was her niece, of the town-cletk of Lichficld- she
marvied ‘Williantn Bpeyd, Esg. of Belmont House, near Cheadle,
and died 1889, wt. 87. — Haawoon. .

(2) See ans, Vol. V. p. 194, and Vol. Vllp. 94, —Cm [ Peter
diod at December 1%, 1795, &t the gy of

.
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gown above it; so that be looked like s Dominican
friar. Hc was good-humoured and polite ; and under
his roof too may reception was very pleasing. I then
procceded to Stowhill, and first paid my respecets to
Mrs. Gastrell, whose conversation 1 was not willing to
quit. But my sand.glaes was now beginning to run
Jow, as 1 could not trespass too long on the Colonel's
kandness, who obhgmgly waited for me ; so I hastened
to Vlis, Aston’s, whom I found much better than I
feared 1 should ; and there I met a brother-in-law of
thewe ladies, who tatked much of you, and very well.tm,
as 1t appeared to me. 1t then ounly remained to visit
Mrs. Lucy Porter, which I did, 1 really believe, with
siacere satisfactiog on both sdes. ] am sure I was
glad to see her again; and as 1 take her to be very
honest, I trust she was glad to see me again, for she
expieged herself no that 1 could not doubt of her being
mn carnest. What a great keystone of kindness, my '
dear Sir, were you that morning; for we were all held
together by our common attachment tq you! 1 cannot
say that I ever passed two hours with more self-com-
pldoency than 1 did those two at Lichfild. Let me
not entertain any euspicion that thie is idle vanity.
Will not you confirm me in my persuasion, that he who
finds himself eo0 regarded has just reason to be happy,?
** We got to Chester about midnight on Tuesdsy ;
and here again I am in a state of much enjoyment.
Colonel Stuart and his officers trest me with all the
civility I could wish ; and I play my part admirably.
Letus aliis, sapirne sibi, the classical sentence which
you, I imagine, inventod the other day, ie exemplified
in my present existence. The Bishop (1), to whom I
had the honour to be kmown several years ago, shows
me much attention ; and 1 am edified by his convers-
stion. I must not omit to tell you, that his Lordship

(1) Doetor Porteus, afterweds Bishop of London ; in which
see ho died, May 14. 1908, i1 lus mi«?-!'é'fmm year, —C.
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admires, very highly, your prefaces to the Poets. I am
d ily obtaining an extension of agreeable acquaintance,
so that I am kept in animated varicty ; and the study
of the place itself, by the assistance of books and of the
Bishop, is sufficient occupation. Chester pleases my
fancy morc than any town I ever saw.  But I will not
enter upon it at all in this Jetter.

¢ How long 1 shall stay here I cannot yet vay, T
told a very pleasing youngglady (!), nicee to one of the
prebendaries at whose house I saw her, ¢ 1 have come to
C hesger, Madam, I cannot tell how ; and far less an I
tel) how 1 am to get away from it.” Do not think me
too juvenmle, 1 beg 1t of you, my dear Sir, to favour
me with a letter while 1 am here, and add to the nap-
pmess of 8 happy frieud, who is ever, with affectionat:
veueration, most sincerely yours,
S Jamms BoswH.L.

L)

““ If you do not write directly, so as to catch me
here, 1 shall be disappointed. Two lines from you will
keep my lamp burning bright.”

Lerrer 360 TO MRS. ASTON.

. « Bolt Court, Oct. 25. 1779,

“ Deanrsr Mapaym, — Mrs. Gastrell is so kind as
to write to me, and yet I always write to you; but I
consider what is written to either as written to both.
Tablic affairs do not ecem to promise much amendment,
and the nation is now full of distress. What will be
the event of things none can tell, We may still hope
for better times.

¢ My health, which ] began to recover when ¥ was
in the country, continues still in a state: it costs
me, indeed, some physic, and something of sbatinence,

1) Miss Latitia Barnston,
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but it pays the cost. I wish, dear Madam, I couln
heur a little of your improvements.
¢ Here is no news. The talk of the invasion seems
to be over. But a very turbulent session of parliament
is expected ; though turbulence is not likely to do any
good. ‘Those are happiest who are out of the noise and
tumult., ‘There will be ne great violence of faction at
Stowhill; and that it may be free from that end all
other inconvenience and disgﬁanoa is the sincere wish
or all your friends. I am, Madam, your, &c.
¢ Sanr, Jorrngon.™

Lrrrex 361, TO JAMES HOISWELL, B5Q.

* CoTe ey e 2T 1T,

“ Drar $1m, -— Why should you mmponiane me so
carnes®y to write? Of what importance can it e to,
hesr of distant friends, to 2 man who finds nimself
welcome wherever he goes, and makes new friends faster
than be can want them? 1f to thes delight of such
universal kindness of reception any thing can be added
by knowing that you retain my good-will, you may in-
dulge yourself in the full enjoymen. of that small
addition.

“ I am glad that you made the round of Lichfleld
with so much success. The oftener you are seen, the
maore you will be liked. It was pleasing to me to read
that Mrs. Aston was so well, .md tha Luoy Porter was
0 glad to see you.

* Tn the place where. you now are, there is much w0
B gheerved ; and you will easily procure yourself skilful:
divectors. But whst will you dnwkl}::wayﬁl\.
qu Q) that worries :mut home ?

This was  the fniliar wociety at Sifeathem w
: g&mm ’ ”ofhﬁad.,.‘ghﬁ‘im:)
vsed fnthe correifondence batween Johnson and Mrs. \
u:&anwmuwtb“m%(m‘d?w:
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in complianee with your father’s advice, inquire into the
old tenures and old charters of Seotland, you would
certainly. open to yourself many striking scenes of the
wanners of the middle ages. The feudal system, in 2
country Mf-burbamua, is maturally productive of some
anomalies in civil life. The knowledge of past times is
naturally growing less in all cases not of public record ;
and the past time of Scotland is so unlike the present,
that it is already difficult for a Scotchman fo image the
economy of his grandfather. Do not be tardy nor negli-
gent ; but gather up eagerly what can yet be found. ()
“ 'We have, I think, once talked of another project,
a history of the late insurrection in Scotland, with all
its incidents. Many falsehoods are ppssing into uncon-
tradicted history. Voltaire, who loved a striking story.
fus told what he could not find to be true.
¢ * You may make collections for either of these pro-
J2cts, or for both, es opportunities occur, and digest your
materials at lemure The grest direction which Burton
has left to men disordered like you is this, Be not soli-
tary, be not idle ; which I would thus modify : —1f you
are idle, be not solitary ; if you are solitary, be not idle.
“ There is a letter for you from your humble gervant,
““Sam. Jounson,”,

.I,uiuses. TO MRS ASTON.
' « Bolt Court, Nov. 5. 17‘9

Dammn: Mavay, — Having bed . the pleuune of
bea:‘ing from Mr.Boswdl that he fmd you béuerthm

'Lhnna.ulm!sla m-dg m
‘) ailditions and' il toft:; ’W
i ~1hvuanu wbcmunﬂqmry,
qﬂym%ﬁtbm bt as
X gnd learned Sir John Skeps, whm mam

Ly ehle
\&mhmmmwwhh Imabdlmdﬂnlm
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he expected, I will not forbear to tell you how much ’
was delighted with the news. May your health incress.
and increase till you are as well as you can wish ydur-
seif, or I can wish you!

“ My friends tell me that my health improves too.
1t is certain that I use both physic and abstinence ; and
my endeavours have been blessed with more success than
at my age I could reasonably hope. 1 please myself
with the thoughta of visiting,you next year in so robust
a state, that 1 shall not be afraid of the hill between
Mrs. Gastrell's house and yours, nor think it necessary
10 rest myself between Stowhill and® Lucy Porter's.

* Of public affairs I can give you no very comfort.
able account. The invasion has vanished for the pre-
sent, as T expected. 1 never believed that any invasion
was intended.

 But whatever we have escaped, we have done,
nothing, nor are likely to do better another year. We,
however, who have no part of the nation’s welfare in-
trusted to our management, have nothing to do hut to
;e::e God, and leave the world submissively in his

ds.

¢ All trade is desd, and pleasure is scarce alive.
Nothing almost is purchased but such things as the
buyer cannot do without ; so that a general sluggishness
and general discontent are spread over the town. All
the trades of luxury and clegance are nearly at a stand.
What the parliament, when it meets, will do, and in-
deed what it ought to do, is very difficult to say.

 Pray wet Mrs, Gastrell, who is a dear good lady, to
write to me from time to time ; for I have gmdn{lsha
in hearing from you, especially when I hear any good
news of your health, I am. dear Madam, your mwost
humble servant, S4x. Jomveox,”
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Lerrer 363.  FROM MR. BOSWELL.
‘ « Carlisle, Nov. 7. 1770.

* My peags Sir, — That I should importune you to
write to me at Chester is not wonderful, when you con-
sider what sn avidity 1 have for dehght ; and that the
amor of pleasure, like the amor nummi, increases in
proportion with the quantity which we possess of it.
Your letter, so full of pwlite kindness and masterly
counsel, came like a large treasure upon me, while
already glittering with niches, I was quite enchanted
at Chester, so that 1 could with difficulty quit it. But
the enchantment was the reverse of that of Cireé ; for
8o far was there from being any thingtsensual m it, that
I was all mind. 1 do not mean all reason only ; for
my fancy was kept finely in play. And why not? If

«you please I will send you a copy or an shridgutent of
my Chester journal, which is truly a log-book of felivity.

% The Bishop treated me with a kindness which
was very flattering, I told him that you regretted you
bad seen 8o little of Chester. His Lordship bade me tall
you, that he should be glad to show you more of it. I
am proud to find the friendship with which you hononr
me is known in so many places.

* I arrived here late last night. Our friend the
Dean (') has been gone from hence some months;
but I am*told at my inn, that he is very populous (po-
pular). However, I found Mr, Law, the Archdeacon,
son to the Bishop (%), and with him I have breakfasted
and dined very agreeshly. I got acquainted with him
st the assizes here, shout a yoer and a half ago. He is
2 man of great variety of knowledge, uncommont genis,
and, I believe, gincere religion. I received the holy
sucrament in the cathedral in the morning, this being

() Dr, Percy, —C,
(2) Dt Edmond Law, master of 51, Peter's College, Cam-
bridge, op of Carlile, 11 which se¢ ho died in 3787, == C.
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the first Sunday in the month ; and was at prayers there
in the evening. It is divinely cheering to me to think
that there is a cathedral so near Auchinleck ; and I now
leave Old England in such a state of mind as 1 am
thanzful to God for granting me.

« The black dog tha® worries me at home 1 cannot
but dread ; yet as I have been for some time past in 2
military train, I trust I shall repuise him. To hear
from you will animate me Lile the sound of a trumpet ; 1
therefore hope, that soon after my return to the northern
field, I shall receive a few lindy from you.

¢ Colonel Stuart did me the hohour to escort me in
his carriage to show me Liverpool, and from thence
back again to Wharrington, where we parted. (1) Is
justice to my valuable wife, I must inform you she
wrote to me, that as I was so happy; she weuld not be
80 seflish as to wish me to ‘Tetriv ghover than business
sbeolutely reyuired my: presence: | 8he made my clerk
write to mé a'post or two after 16 the same purpose, by
coimmission from her ; ‘and this day % kind letter from
her met-me at the post-oﬂice here, acquainting me that
she and the litte ones were well, and expressing all
their-wishes fur my retwrn homge., 1 am, more and
moré, my dear Sir, your affectionate and obliged humble

m’l:, . * James Bosﬂ:.u.

Lmuséo m JAMEs BOSWELL. ESQ ‘
© i %London, Nov.18. 1779.
s¢ Dan Sm,--Ym last lefter was not only kind,

bt fonid. But T wish you to get tid of all intellectual
‘excesses; angd h&therw en!t your pleuures, nor aggra-

’ (l)lﬁa w%uﬂumdm.!maica,where
he sccom| edlt, dmonhsthkiilebytheclmm. This
.;L“.;’,:mmﬁ#ﬁwwm’“ sufficient refutation of theyidle
than the throne itself.” ,'Wh"':" ne .

VOl VIT. I
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wate your vexations, beyond their real and natura! state.
Why should you not be »s happy at Edinburgh as at
Chester ? In culpa est animus, qui se mon ¢ffugit
wsguam. Please yourself with your wife and children,
and studies, and practice.

T have sent a petition (!)%rom Lucy Porter, with
which I leave it to your discretion whether it is proper
to coroply. Return me her letter, which I have sent

_ that you may know the whole case, and not be seduced
to any thing that you may afterwaids repent. Miss
Doxy perhaps you know to be Mr. Garrick’s niece.

“ If Dean Percy can be popular at Carlisle, he may
be very happy, He has in his disposal two livings,
each equal or elmost equal in value t6*the deanery ; he
may take one himself, and give the other to his son.

¢ How near is the cathedral to Auchinleck, that you
wre 80 much delighted. with it? It is, I suppdie, at
least an hundred and fifty miles off. However, if you
are pleased, it is so far well. Let me know what re-
ceptioh you have from your father, and the state of his
health. Please him as much as you can, and add no
pain to his last years.

“ Of our friends here I can recollect nothing to tell
you. T have neither scen nor heard of Langton, Beau-
clerk is just returned from Brighthelmstone, ¥ am told,
much better. Mr. Thrale and his family are still there ;
and his health ie said to he visibly improved. He has
not bathed, but hunted. At Bolt Court there is much’

_walignity, but of late little open hostility. (2) 1 have
had 2 cold, but it is gonc. "Make my compliinents to
Mrs, Boswell, &e. 1 am, &c. Bam. Jounson.”

. 'On November 22, and December £1., I wrotéto
© (] Requesting me ta ifqui ing the family of
g#t’mer?whn‘:vgu thén ‘p;qgrﬁka Miss: 6;11. .
. (@) Seeonté, p: 338, . ‘ :



a1, 70. FRANCIS STEWART, .

him from Edinburgh, giving a very favourable re-
port of the family of Miss Doxy's lover ; — that after
a good deal of inquiry I had discovered the sister
of Mr. Francis Stewart, one of his amanuenses when
writing his Dictionary ; — that I had, as desired by
.him, paid ber a guinea for an old pocket-book of
her brother’s, which he had retained ; — and that the
good woman, who was Ii? very modcrate circum-
stances, but contented and placid, wondered at his
serupulous and liberal honestys and received the
guinea. as if sent her by Providence ; — that I had
repeatedly begged of him to keep his promise to
send me his letter to Lord Chesterfield; and that
this memento, like Delenda est Carthago, must he
in every letter that T should write to him, till I had®
obtained my'object.
L ]

Lrrrzr 865. TO MRS. THRALE.

'  London. Oct. 25. 1779,

* On Saturday I walked to Dover Street and back,
Yesterday I dined with 8ir Joshua. There was Mr.
Eliot (') of Cornwall, who inquired after my master.
At night I was besp%h‘y Lady Lucan ; but she was
taken i), and the asseriibly was put off. "1 am to dine
with Renny to-morrow. “Some old gentlewomen at the

, Dext door. are in very great distresa. Their little an-
‘muity comes from Jamsica, and is therefore uncertaix
and one of them has had s fall, and both are veryhelp-
dess ; and the poor have you to help them. Persuade
my master to let-me give thein something for him. Tt
will be bestowed upon real want.” :

(1) First Lotd Eliot, See post, s 30th March, 1781. <t L,

x2
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CHAPTER X.

1780,

** Livee of the Poeta” completed.— Dr. Lawrenoe —
Loss of a Wife.— Death of Topham Beauclerk, —
Letter-writing, — Mr. Meimath. — Fitzosborne's
Letters, — Somerset-House Eaxzhibition. — Riots iu
- London, — Lord George Gordon. — Mr. Alermon.
—— Correspondence. — Dr. Beattief~ Duavies's ** Life

. of Gorrick.” — Advice to a Young Ciwrgyman.-—
Composition of Sermons. — Borvugh Eletion, —
Lady Southwell, —— Mr. Alexander ' Machckn. ~—
Lord Thurlow, — Langton’s Collestanca, — Dr.
 Franklin's * Dfmmm.v."

In 1780, the world was kept in ‘impatience for the

conipletion of his “ Lives of the Poets,” wpon which
" he was employed so far as his indolence allowed hin
to, hbour.

I wrote to him on January 1. and March 13., send-
ing him my notes of Lord Marchmont's information
concerning Pope; — complaining that I had .ot

' heard from' him for almost four months, though he
-was twa letters in my debt ; that I had suffered again
from melancholy ; — hopmg that he had been in so
‘much better company (the Poets), that he had hot
time to think of his distant friends ; for if that were
thie ease, I qhould have some recompence for my
v‘nneaﬂnmga-—that the state of my affairs did not
~aduiit-of iy coming to London this year; and beg
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ging he would return me Goldsmith’s two poems,
with bis lines ‘marked. .

His friend Dr. Lawrence having fiow suffered the
greatest affliction to which a man'is liable, and which
Johnzon himself had felt in the most severe manner,
Johnson wrote to him in an admirable strain of
sywpathy and pious consx;lation.

Lerrer 366, TO DR. LAWRENCE.
« Jan. 20, 1780

“ Dran Sre,— At & time when all your friends ought
to show their kindness, and with a character which ought
to make all that know you your friends, you may wonder
that gou have yet heard nothing from me. Ihave baen
hindered by & wexatious and incessant cough, for whicl -
within these ten days I have been bled once, fasted four
or five times, taken physic five times, and opiates, I
think, six. This day it seems to remit.

“ The loss, dear Bir, which you have lately saffered,
I fclt many years ago, and know therefore how much
has been teken from you, and how little help can &
had frem consolation. He that outlives a wife whows
he has long loved, sees digjoined from the only
mind thet has the same , and fears, and interest ;
from .the only msmonwiﬂhvhombehnnhmd
much good or evil ; and with whom he could set his
mind at liberty, to retrace the past or anticipate the
future. The continuity of being is lacerated ; the set-
tled: course of sentiment and action is stopped ; and life
stands-suspended and motionless, till it is driven by ex-
Wmmhwamw&mm Bnt the time of sus-
pense:is‘dpeadful:

“Our. first recourse in ﬂ;is distxeued nhmdc in,
perbaps for want of habitas! pety, to s gloomy-aoqul..
escence in necessity. Of twaq mortal ‘beings, one xhust

x8 . NS
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lose the other. But surely there is a higher and better
comfort to be drawn from the consideration of that Pro-
vidence which watches over all, and a belief that the
living and the dead-are equally in the hands of God,
who will reunite those whom he has separated, or who
sees that it is best not to reanite, I am, dear Sir, &e.
¢ Sawm. Jomnson.’

‘Lirmen 367, TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
« April 8. 1780,

“ Dear Sim, --Well I had resalved to send you the
Chesterfield letter (1), but T will write Qonce again ‘with-
out it. Never impose tasks upon mortals, To nqmre
two things is the way to have them mmdm

¢ Forthe difficulties which you ion in Jyour
aﬁ'airs, T am sorry ; but difficulty is m general :
it is not therefore less grievous, for thiere'is less hope of
help. T pretend not to give you adviee, ndt knowing
the state of your affairs ; and general counsels about
prudence and frugality would do you Httle good. You
ave, however, in the right not to increase your own
petplexity by s journey hither ; and I hope that by
staying at home you will please your father. -

* % Poor dear Beauclerk —mee, ut solss, dubiz joca.
His wit and his folly, his acuténess and maliciousness,
his merriment and reasoning, are now over, Such an
othe: will not often be found ammg Miihd. (’)

(l)fuhm&,?ﬂ. H.p.'l....c. .
(®) “mmmﬁ“mummlyheqlm Hopm.

M;n%%gm'u:‘mmp&mm, uumnu
peffoetpoﬂ @ mﬂu often
entertaining ‘eoml:gpt for the of the world, which

the politeness ofth manners ¢ou| nudwuy- epnceal ; but to

Wm "
othn:n e mome wa anf:tm mnm’ vnledat
m m ﬂw"’
one ofmmwMMd.ma, Muw;oed bumour, and
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directed himself to be buried by the side of his mother ;
an instance of tenderness which I hardly expected. He
Las left his children to the care of Lady 1)i, and if she
dies, of Mr. Langton, and of Mr. Leicester his relation,
and a man of good character. His library has been
offered to sale to the Russian ambassador. (1)

¢ Dr. Percy, notwithstanding all the naise of the
1« wepapers, has had no literary loss. (¢) Clothes and
moveables were hurnt to thevalue of about one hundred
pounds ; but his papers, and I think his books, were all
preserved.

« Poor Mr, Thrale bas been in ‘extreme danger from
an apoplectical disorder, and recovered, beyond the ex-
pectation of his ghysicians : he is now at Bath, that his’
mind may be quiet, and Mrs. Thrale and Miss are with
him.

< Yaving told you what has happened to your friends,
let me say something to you of yourself. You are always
complaining of melancholy, and I conclude from those
complaints that you are fond of it* No man talks of
that which he is desirous to conceal, and every man
desires to conceal that of which he is ashamed. Do not
pretend to deny it ; manifestum habemus furem. Make
it an invariable apd obligatory luw to yourself, never to
mention your own mental discases. If you are never
to speak of them, you will think on them hut little;
and if you think little of them, they will molest you
rarely. 'When you talk of them, it is plain that you
want either praise or pity: for praise there is no room,

surrounded by those who suited his fancy, one of the mast

@ men that could bly exist,” —
‘IK"“"’!#' m‘l by p.su,-o.m y BD CHARI EMONT,

1) His ibrary was sald . d
17%1, for 5’01;:':’_ M. by publie auction in Apnl and May,

(2) By a fire in Northumberland H where he had
spartment 10 which I have paaséd many mpenbla !:mr. "

X 4
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and pity will do you no good ; therefore, from this hour
speak no more, think no more, about them.

“ Your transaction with Mrs. Stewart { ) gave me
great eatisfaction. I am wuch obhged to you for your
attention. Do not lose sight of her. Your counte.
nance may be of grent credit, aud of consequence of
great advantage to her. ‘The ruemory of her brother is
yet fresh in my mind : he wae an ingenivus and worthy
man. Please to make my®complimonts to your lady
and to the young ladies. T should like to see them,
pretty loves ! I am, dear Sir, yours affectionately,

“Basr. Jonnson.”

Lzrrer 368. TO MRA& THRALE.'
« London, April 6. 1780.

« “ T have not quite neglected my Lives. Additn is
a long one, but it is done. Prior is not short, and that
is done too. I am upon Rowe, which cannot fill much
paper. Sewanmt (Mr. William) called on me one day
and read Spence. (*) I dined yesterday at Mr. Jodrell's
in a great deal of company, On Bunday I dine with
Dr. Lawrence, and at night go to Mrs. Ves¢y. I have
had a little cold, or two, or three; but I did not much
mind them, for they were not very bad.”

Lrruze 369, TO MRB. LUCY PORTER, .
“London, April 8. 1760.
“ DeaR MapaM,— I am indeed but a sluggish cor-
respondent, and know not whether I shall much mend:
however, ] will try. Iam glad that your oysters proved

good, for I would have every thing good that belongs
w you; and would have your health geod, that you

(;) W{&en&.p.m.]w anecdotes, which had been lent
am! en
uﬁm’mmmm‘:caﬁm they were not printed tall 1820, C
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may enjoy the rest. ' My health is better than it hes
been for some years past ; and, if 1 sce Lichfield again,
1 hope to walk about it.

“ Your ‘brother’s request I have not forgotten. I
have bought as many volumnes as contein about an hun-
dred and fifty sermons, which I will put in a box, and
get Mr. Mathias to send him, I chall add a letter.

“ We bave been lately much slarmed at Mr. Thrale’s.
He has had a stroke, like tjat of an apoplexy ; but he
has at last got so well as to be at Bath, out of the way
of trouble and business, and is likely to be in a short
time quite well. I hope all the® Lichfield ladies are
quite well, and that every thing is prosperous smong
them. e .

¢ A few weeks ago I sent you a little etuff gown,
such as is all the fashion at this ‘time. Yours is the
sam® with Mrs. Thrale’s, and Miss bought it for ug
These stuffs are very cheap, and ave thought very pretty.

“ Pray give my. compliments to Mr. Pearson, and to
every body, if any snclr body there be, that cares
gbout me. '

“1 am now engaged about the rest of the Lives,
which 1 am afraid will take some time, though 1 pur-
pose o use despatch ; but something or other .always
hinders. 1 have a grest number to do, but many of
them will be short,” ‘

1 have lately had colds: the first was pretty bad,
with 2 very trgublesome and frequent cough ; but by
bleeding and physic it was sent away. I have a cold
now, but siot bad enough fo? bleeding. = |
.. For some time past, and indeed ever sinee T Jeft
Lichfield laut yesr, 1'have shated much of my djet, and
sm, I think, the betier ¥or abstinence.: I can brestbe
and ‘miove with less. dificulty; end I am as Wel a8’
people of my age eommonly sre. I hope we shall see
orie another again some 'ﬁ!i:oe'.ﬂgiq"waﬂj, 'Y i, Hesr

+
- »” v

love, your humble sétyant, ™. " - " Haw, Joiwoon*’
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Lnuu 370, TO MRS, THRALE.
« April 11. 1780.

"m Sunday 1 dined with poor Lawrence, who f»
deafer than ever. When he was told that Dr. Moisy
visited Mr. Thrale, he inquired for what, and said that
there was nothing to be done which Nature would not
do for herself. On Sunday evening I was at Mr.
Vesey’s, and there was inquify about my master ; ‘but 1
told them all good. There was Dr. Barnard of Eton,
and we made a poise all the evening: and there was
Pepys (1), snd Wraxall (?) till T drove him away. ....
Burney ssid she would write — she toll you a fib. She
writes nothing to me. She can write home fast enough.
T have a good mind not to let her know that Dr. Bar-
nard, to whom 1 had recommended her. novel, speaks
of it with great commendation ; and that the copy which
sbe Jent me has been read by Dr. anrence three times
over.” And yet what a gipsy it is! She no more minds
me then if Iy were a Brangton.

“ You are at all places of high resort, and tring home
hearts by dozens ; while I am seeking for something to
say of men about whom 1 know nothing it their verses,
and sometimes very little of #hem. . Now I have begun,
however, 1 do not despair of making an end, Mr.
Nicholls holds that. Addison ig the most tuking of all
that 1 have done., I doubtthey will notbedonebdo‘m'
you Come away.

s Now youﬂnukymlelftheﬁxstwnminﬁang}d

1 Aﬂerwﬂt 8i W W. P !ﬂw in C!u‘bm
. <) friend of Ml:'l‘lm&e'su m»mombhhmr.
; Mm-—-ﬁ- :
3 wh blisked
..S né’o’?‘r’.amﬂm Lie; m’.‘f”“"".

m .’W‘!‘:&__sm Jiemm mim;
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for a letter about nothing. =~ Can you write such a letter
as this? so miscellaneous, with such noble disdain of
1egularity, like Shakspeare's works ? such graceful negli- -
" gence of transition, like the ancient enthusiasts? Th-
voice of nature and of friendship. Now of whom
shall 1 proceed to spesk? Of whom but Mrs. Montagu?
Having mentioned Shakspeare and Nature, doesnot the
name of Montagn force itself upon me (!)? Such were
the transitions of the anciewts, which now seem abrupt
because the intermediate idea is lost to modern under-
standings,” :

*  « April 15. 1780.

¢ I thought to have finished Rowe’s Life to-day, but
I have had five %r six visiters who hindered me ; and
1 have not heen quite well. Next week I hope to de~
spatgh four or five of them.” '

‘April 18. 1780. — You make verses, and they
are read in public, end I know nothing about them.
This very crime, 1 think, broke the link of amity be-
tween Richardson and Miss M —— (2), after a tender-
ness gnd confidence of many years.”"

 April 25. 1780, — How do yon think I live?
Ou Thursdsy 1 dined with’ Hamilton (), and went
thence to Mrs. Ord. (¥) On Friday, with/much com-

T ) this with tyo former phrases, in;rmhsm-
’ mm Moutnﬁc:t':e menﬁo!:xed (antd, Vol.c I1L p.
89, and p. 90.), anid wonder at the inconsistencies mwhi’gthe

‘greatest genius and the highest spirit may be reduced | —

" - '{%) Wiz Mulse, sfterwards Mrs. Chapon chard-
sow’s female coterie,  When about three u;’l %ﬁ.ﬁa had
been ane of the fow ¢ to the Rarobler, . She was born
i::‘m. “ﬁf“' My, i e in 1760, and died in 180L She,
:11 ﬂ:em*Bua. -WC. vﬂtb n..CwM' and Mrs. Mwm,md

(?)‘Prﬁ'b!y the Right Hop. W. G. Hamilon.—Cv. |
4) This lady. ol b ’ i
A\(m z ek y (8 celobrated biue m@yumﬂmw& Mim

Ay ‘the onily. dsughter: of s eminest surgeon.
Shie was early, m% E:t:wﬁﬂmmhﬁ. whe:
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pany; at Mrs. Reynolds’s. Om Saturday st Dr. Bell's.
On Senday at Dr. Burney’s, with your two sweets from
Kensington, wha are both well: at night came Mis,
Ord, Mr. Harris, and Mr. Greville, &. On Monday
with Reynolds; at night with Lady Lucan; to-day
with Mr. Langton ; to-morrow with the Bishop of St.
Asaph ; on Thursday with Mr. Bowles ; Friday 5
Saturday at the Academy (1) ; Sunday with Mr. Ramsay.,
I told Lady Lucan how lomg it was since she sent %o
me; but she said 1 must consider how the world rolls
about her. I not only scour the town from day to day,
but many visiters cothe to me in the morning, so that
my work makes no great progress, but I will try to
quicken it.. I should certainly like fo bustle a little
among you, but I am unwilling to quit my post till ¥
‘have made an end.”

" Mrs. Thrale being now at Bath with her husband,
the correspondence between Johnson and her was
carried on briskly.' I shall present my readers ‘with
one of her original letters to hira at this time, which
will amuse them probably morc than those well-
written but studied epistles which she has mserted
in her collection, because it exhibits the easy viva-
city of their literary intercourse. It is also of value
a3 a key to Johnson's answer',‘ which she has pum‘bd'
by itself, and of which I shall sub;om extum." (’)‘ ’

Teft her Ia . 2 s
wofd;h‘;?mrg:gmy She died iim-y xmusfn

" (1) The annual dmner on opening tha Etmdon.-c. .

hal)msxmmnl u:l:i l,mtduau: poi nﬂt‘:ﬂ

er letters ave 4

mmm i mﬁw @aﬁhun&mcmma mum""
of in 3n a

she' hh:i‘f nes gwin -,
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Lerrzr 8371,  FROM MRS. THRALE.

« Bath, Fridey, April 28. .

I had a very kind letter from you yesterday, desr
Sir, with a most circomstantial date. (!) You took
trouble with my eirculating letter, Mr. Evans writes me
word, and 1 thank you sincerely for so doing; one
might do mischief else, not being on the spot.

“ Yesterday's evening wes passéd at Mrs. Montagu's, |
There was Mr. Melmoth. (¥) I do not like him though,
nor he me. It was expected we should have pleased
each other: he is, however, just*Tory enough to hate
the Bistiop of Peterborough (*) for Whiggism, and Whig

. epough to abhor®you for Toryism.

© ¢ Mrs. Momagu flattered him finely ; so he had &
good afterucon on’t. « This evening we .spent at a con-
cert® Poor Queeney’s sore eyes have just released herg
she had a long confinement, and could neither read nor
write, s0 My master, treated ber, very good-naturedfy,
with the visits of a young woman ire this town, a tailor’s
daughter, who professes music, and teaches so as to give
six lessons a day to ladies, at five and threepence a
Iesson. Miss Burney says she is a great performer ;
and 1 respect the wench for getting lrer living so pretuily.
8Bhe is very modest and pretty-mannered, and notm
teen years old.

2% You live in a fine"whisl indeed.  If I did not
"yrite regularly, you would half forget me, and
‘would be very wrong, for I fult my regard for .you in
WM last night, when the m-mmma avere going on.

-

: {1 )"!"bm mmm.mn ent advice to her and Miss
M m mﬁ habit, which, however, hu
himseif &id not dml
msﬂ) William ‘the mthof of Fitzosborne's Letters,

transistor of the of Pliny and Cicero, and some
ofgz aninor wmwauhw. He died in ms, wtas. b9,

. (3 Dr. Jobn !Imckm
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*¢ This morning it was all connoisseurship. We went
to see some pictures painted by a gentleman-artist, Mr.
Taylor, of this place. My master makes one every
where, and has got & good dawdling companion to
ride with him now........ He looks well enough,
but I have no notion of henlth for a man whose mouth
cannot be sewed up. Burney and I and Queeney teate
him every meal he eats, and Mrs. Montagu is quite
serioug with him ; but wha® car one do ' He will eat,
¥ think ; and if he does eat, I know he will not live,
It makcs e very unhappy, but I must bear it. Let
me always bave your friendship. Iam, most sincerely,
dear Sir, your faithful servant, A H.LT”

Lerrsa 8722 TO MRS. THRALE.
¢
* « London, May 1. 1780.

“ Deanest Mavay, — Mr, Thrale never will live
abat'mently, till he, can persuade himself to live by
rule **.(')  Encourage, as you can, the musical girl.

* Nothing is morc comimon than mutual dislike,
where mutual dpprobation is particularly expected,
There is often on both sides a vigilance not over-bene-
volent ; and as attention is strougly excited, so that
npthmg drops unheeded, any difference in taste or opi-
nion, and some dxﬁ'emuce where there is no restraint
will commonly appear, immediately generates dislike. .

“# Never let criticisms operate on your face or your
mind ; it is very rarely that an author is hurt by his
critics. The blaze of reputation cannot be hlown out,
but it often dies in the socket, A very féw names may.
be considered as perpetual lamps that' ozuw unconsamed. -
From. the author of '* Fitzosborne's Letters’ I cannst
;hiuk myself in much’danger. I met him only once
abmt ‘thirty years ago, and in some stasfl dupme ¥6-

(l) i hmchn&eﬂmwluveoutnfmﬁw
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duced him to whistle. Having not seen hun since, tlm‘
is the last impression. Poor Moore, the fabulist, was
one of the company.

“ Mrs. Montagu’s long stay, sgeinst her own in-
clination, is very convenient. You would, by your own

" confession, want a companion ; and she is par pluribus,
Conversing with her you may find variety in one. ()

“ At Mrs. Ord’s I met one Mre. B —— (?), a tra-
velled lady, of great spirit,gand some consciousness of
her own abilities, We had a contest of gallantry.an
hour long, so much to the diversion of the company,
that, at Ramsay's, last night, in & crowded room, they
wonld have pitted us again. There were Smelt (¥)
and the Bishop of St. Asaph, whe comes to every phwe 5
md Lord Monbeddo, and Sir Joshua, and ladies out of

o,

*“®The exhibition, how will you do, either to see op
not to see! The exhibition is eminently splendid.
There is contour, and keeping, and grace, and expros-
sion, atid all the varieties of artificil excellence.' The
apartments were truly very noble. The pictures, for
the sake of a skyhght are at the. top of the house;
thére we dined, and I sat over against the Archhshop
of York,”

* May 7. 1780, —I dined on Wednesday with Mr.
Fitzmaurice, who almost made me promise to pass part
of the summer at Llewenny. . To.morrow I dine with
Mz, Southwei #ad on ’l‘iumday mﬁx Lord Lucan.

Tuller is -apd.e) her person, genteel and ugly iu
her face, and mnp% Har in her mg:nnem She i’: im
df-"'ﬂ'u mmm in g <-a Greek scholar

‘g;ha'h: had al heroism to
o ot G e % i

ﬂmﬂti avaryar of G
II&. Hﬂw much % m &mm nbe:;m day;
Moﬁwﬂmd%.— O..0 . .90 the y
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To-night I go to Miss Monkton’s. (')  Then I seramble,
when you do not quite shut me up : but 1 am miserably
under petticoat government, and yet am not very weary,
nor much ashamed.”

¢ May 8. 1780.—1 dine on Thursday at Lord
Lucan's, and on Saturday at Lady Craven’s; and I
dined yesterday with Mrs. Southwel. As to my looks
&t the Academy, I was not told of them; and as I re-
member, I was very well, 3¢ d am well enough now.”

“ May 9. 1780. — My Lives creep on. I have
done Addison, Prior, Rowe, Granville, Shefficld, Collins,
Pitt, and almost Fenton. I design to take Congreve
next into my hand. 1 hope to have done before you
can come home, and then whither sh#il ¥ go ?—Did I
tell you that Scot and Jones (%) both offer themselves
to represent the University in the place of Sir Roger
Newdigate ? They are sn-ugghng hard for what thers
think neither of them will obtain.”

On the 2d of May I wrote to him, and requested
that we might have another meeting somewhere in
the north of Englaud in the autumn of this year, -

From~Mr. Langton I received soon after this
titme a letter, of which I extract a passage, relauve
both to Mr. Beauelerk and Dr. Johnson.

(1) The Htm Mary Monkton, daughter of the first Visconmt

deg born April 1747; mnrued in 1786 wEdmum!. seventh

Cotke and Orrery. Lodge's Irish Peerage dajes her

birth 1787, but this is a mistake for an elder sister of the. same
name, Now in her eighty-ninth year, Lady Corke still enger
taips and enjoys society with extraordina spirits, sid
yivacity, and Bbsuou.s description of her .z'ty ‘{nw years ogo, 88,
“Wrtha tve Munkton, who used alwiys 0 Jave: -r.h- nnm
‘# g&lm nc partics,” §y characteristic to tbil dity, ~C, .
) IMSmeu and Bir William. Snnm On this oemsibu
et
¢ Uni ' ‘il pro-

© motion to the:peeraze in - T . P
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“ The melancholy information you have received
concerning Mr. Beauclerk’s death is true. Had his
calents been directed in any sufficient degree as they
ought, 1 have always been strongly of opinion that they
were calculated to make an illustrious figure ; and that
opinion, as it had been in part formed upon Dr. John-
son’s judgment, receives more and more confirmation
by hearing what, since his death, Dr. Johnson has said
concerning them. A few evenings ago he was at Mr.
Vesey's, where Lord Altho¥pe ('), who was one of a
numerous company there, addressed Dr. Johnson on
the subject of Mr. Beauclerk’s death, saying, ¢ Our
Club has had a great loss since we met last.” He re-
plied, ¢ A Toss thyt perhaps the whole nation could not -
repair !’ The doctor then went on to speak of his en-
dowments, and particularly extolled the wonderful esse
withgwhich he uttered what was highly excellent. He
said, ¢ that no man ever was so free, when he was going'
to say & good thing, from a look that expressed that
it was coming ; or, when he had sgid it, from a look
that expressed that it had come.” At Mr. Thrale’s,
some days before, when we were talking on the same
subject, he said, referring to the same idea of his won-
derful facility, ‘'That Beauclerk's talents were those
which he had felt himself more disposed to envy, than

:;:hm of any whom he bad known.’

““On the evening I have spoken of ebove, at Mr.
Vesey’s, you would have been much gratified, as it ex-
hibited an instance of the high importance in which
Dr. Johnson's character is held, I think even beyond
any I'ever before was witness to. The company con-
!.Mﬂl chiefly of ladies ; among whom were the Duchess

(1) John George; second Earl Spencer, who has been so kind
88 to answer some of my inquiries Telative to the sucicfy, of
whi(gh he I-::ddudmxmhrm now mﬁ the only 2mwrs.°‘
iy 2 10. 1884 —the passessar of one
the choicest private libraries in the world. — C. 1835.

L §
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Dowager of Portland ('), the Duchess of Beaufort,
whom, I suppose, from her rank, I must name before
her mother, Mrs. Boscawen (¥), and her eldest sister,
Mrs. Lewson, who was likewisc there ; Lady Lucan (),
Lady Clermont (4), and others of note both for their
siation and understandings, Among other gentlemen
were Lord Althorpe, whom I have before named, Lord
Macartney, Sir Joshua Reynolds, Lord Lucan, Mr.
Wraxal, whose book you have probably seen, the
‘T'our (o the Northern Pafts of Europe,’ a very agree-
able, ingenious man, Dr, Warren, Mr, Pepys, the master
in chancery, whom,, I believe, you know, and Dr,
Barnard, the provost of Eton.(®) As soon as Dr,

(1) Lady Margaret Cavendish Harley, c¢mly child of the
second Xarl of Ovford und Mortimer ; warried in 1734 to the
second Duke of Pordgnd.  She was the heiress of three great
famibies: herself of the Harleys; her mother (the Lady Harnet
&f Prior) was the heiress of John liolles, Duke of Neweastle;
and her mother again, the heress of Henry Cavendish, Duke of
Newcastle. ¢ The Duchess of Portland inherited,” siys the
Peerage, < the spirit of her ancestors in her patronsge of hitera-
ture and the arts.” l“,lm' birth was congratutated by Swift, and
her childhood celebrated by Prior 1n tne well-known nursery
Lnes beginmiug

“ My noble, lovely, httle Peggy.”

The duchest dued in 1785. — C.

{2) Sec antd, p. 186. Mrs. Boscawen and her daughters,
Mr<. Leveson (spelled in the text, as it is pronounced, Lewson)
Gower and the Duchess of Beuusf:rt, are celebrated in Mi;;
Hannah Motes poem entitled ¢ Sensibility,” who, speakin,
AMrs, Boscawen, says that she ®

IS & views, enamoured, in her besuteous race,
All Laveson's sw and all Beaufort’s grace,”’e C.

(03.) Margaret Smith; married in 1760 the first Lord Luc:m.*:'l

(3) Frances Murray; married in 1752 to the first Lord Cler-
mount,— C. R ‘

(5) See antd, p. $14., Johnson's own account of this evening.
The gentic and good-natured Langton docs not hint at hus hav-

ing driven atwey * the very agreeable awd ingenions Mr. Wraxal.”
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Johnson was come in, and hkad {(aken the chair, the
company began to collect round him till they became
s10t less than four, if not five decp ; those behind stand-
ing, aud listening over the heads of thove that were
witting near him. The conversation for some time was
chietly between Dr. Johnson and the provost of Eton,
while the others conuributed occasionally their remurks.
M athout attempting to detail the particulars of the cen-
versation, which, perhaps, if 1 did, I thould spin my
account out 1o a fedions Jenfyth. ! thought, my dear Sir,
this general account of the respect with which our va-
tued friend was attended to might be acceptab'e.”

Lerrez 372, '1I'Qy MR, THOMAS WARTON (1)
« Bolt Court, Flew, Street, May 9. 17<0.

“oir, — I have your pardon to ask for an invelun-
tary fault, Tn a parcel sent from Mr. Roswell I foord
the enclosed letwr, wineh, without leoking on the di-
rection, 1 broke opun; but, finding 1 did not under-
stand it, soon saw 1t belonged to v8u. 1 am sorry for
this appearance of a fault, but belivve me it is only the

(1) The formal style of this letter, compaied with that of his
former correspondence with  Mr. Thownas Warton, piainly
proves that a coolness or misunderstanding had taken place
between them.  In Dr. Wooll's Memoirs of Dr. Warton we
tind the following statement: « The disagreement which took

lace aficr a long and warin friendsiup between Johnson und
rJuseph] Warton is much to be lamented, 1t occurred at the
house of Sir Joshua Revnolds, as T nm told by one of the com-
pany, who only overheaid the foilow g conclusion of the tis-

ute: Jonsson. ¢Sir, T mn rot usd to be contradicted.
arToN, © Better for yourself and friends, Sir, if you were:
our sdmniration could not be incre.sd, but our love might.”
The party interfered, and the conversation was stopped.
tooluess, however, from that time took place, and was increased
by many tnflingcircums tances, which, before this dispute, would,
perhaps, have not been attended. to.” The style, however, of
the second letter to D, Warton, written so late in Dr. John

sor’s life, leads us to hope that the difference recovded by Dr.
Wooll was trunsient, — (",
Y 2
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appearance, I did not read enough of the letter to
know its purport. I am, Sir, your most humble ser-
vant, San, Jounson.”

Lrrres 874, TO DR. WARTON.

“ May 23. 1780. ’
“ Dmn 8ir, — It is unnccessery to tell you how
much T was obliged by your useful memorials. The
shares of Fenton and Broome in the Odyssey I had be.
fore from Mr. Spence. Dr. Warburton did not know
them. I wish to be told, as the question is of great
importance in the poetical world, whenee you had your
intelligence : if from Spence, it shows at least his con-
sistency ; if from any other, it conférs corroboration,
If any thing uscful to me should oceur, T depend upon
your friendship. Be pleased to make my comnpliments
w the ladies of your house, and to the gentlemen’ that
honoured me with the Greek Epigrams, when 1 had,
what 1 hope sometime to have again, the pleasure of
spending a Little tise with you at Winchester. | am,
dear Sir, your most obliged and most humble servant,
““ Sau. Jounson.”

Lerrer 875. TO MRS. THRALE.

« May 23. 1780,

“ But [ Mrs. Montagu] and you have had, with all
your adulation, nothing finer said of you than was said
lust Saturday mght of Burke and me. We were at the
Bishop of (") (a bishop little better than
your bishop), and towards twelve we fell into talk, to
which the ladies listened, just as they do to you ; and
said, as I heard, ¢ there is no rising unless somebody will
ery Fire!’ 1 was last night at Miss Monkton’s ; and
there were Lady Craven and Lady Cranburne, and

1) The Bishop of St. Asaph’s, of whose too-constant appear-
an(ce)m general gociet, op '?h huson disapproved. — C.
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many ladies and few men. Next Saturday I sm to ba
at Mr. Pepys's, and in the intermediate time am to pro=
vide for myself as I can.”

« May 25.— Comgrece, whom I despatched at thy
Borough while 1 was attending the election, 1s one of the
besi of the little Lives; but then I had your conversation.”

Lxrren 376.  TO THE RI;IV. DR. FARMER.
# May 25. 1780.
¢ 8, — I know your disposition to second any li-
terary attempt, and therefore venture upon the liberty
of mtreating you to procure from college or university
regusters all the®dates or other nformations which they
can supply relating to Ambrose Philips, Broome, anc
Gray, who were all of Cambridge, and of whose lives I
am ® gve such accounts as I can gather. Be pleased
to forgive this trouble from, 8ir, your most humble
servant, . Sam. Jonxeon.”

While Johnson was thus engaged in preparing a
delightful literary entertainment for the world, the
tranquillity of the metropolis of Great Britain was
unexpectedly distarbed by the most horrid series of
outrage that ever disgresed a civilised country, A
relaxation of same of the severe pemal provisingh
against our fellow-sybjects of the Catholic com-
munion had been.granted by the legislature, with
an opposition so ipevpsidorelide, t::tfh the genuing
rpildness of Christincity, snited with liberal policy,
secmed % have besome general i this island. But
a dark and waligiant spirit of persecntion soon
showed itself, in an unworthy patition for the repeal
of the wise and humane statwts. That petition was
brought forwarq by a mob, with the evident par.

3
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pose of intimidation, and was justly rejected. But
the attempt was accompanied and followed by such
daring violence as is wnexampled in history. Of
this extraordinary tumult, Dr. Johnson has given
tne following eoncise, lively, and just account in his
* Letters to Mrs. Thrale” (') :—

“ June 9. 1780, — On Friday, the good protest.
ants met in Saint George's Fields, at the summons of
Lord George Gordon; and marching to Westminster,
insulted the lords anl commons, who all bore it with
great tameness. At night the outrages began by the de-
molition of the mass-house by Lincoln’s Inn,

“ An exact journal of a week’s defiance of govirn-
ment 1 cannot give you, On Monday Mi. Strahan,
who had been insulted, spoke to Lord Mansfield, whe
had I think been insulted too, of the licentiousness of
the populace; and his lordship treated it as a very
dlight irregularity. On Tuesday night they pulled
dvwn Fielding’s house and burnt his goods in the
street, They had gutted on Monday 8ir George
Savile's house, but the building was saved. On Tues-
day evening, leaving Fielding's ruins, they went to
Newgate to demand their companions, who had been
seized demolishing the chapel. The keeper tould not
velease them but by the wmayor’s permiseion, which he
went to ask : at his return he found all the prisonea
releaged, and Newgate in a blaze. They then went to
Bloomsbury, and fastened upon Lord Mansfiald’s house,
mh they pulled down; and as for his goods, they

y burnt them. They have since gons to C
wood, -but & guard was there before them. 'They plu
dered wome papists, I think, and burnt a mass-house, iz

, the same night,

{1) VoL 1L p, 143, of 3. 1 bave selected from
Mm&nmmmﬂmmgmunm have restored

the dates and a remarkable omssion. ~ (.,
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% On Wednesdsy I walke!d with Dr, Scot, to look at
Newgate, and found it in ruins, with the fire yet glow-
ing. As I went by, the protestants were plundering
the sessions-house at the Old Bailey. There were not,
1 believe, 2 hundred ; but they did theirgvoik at leisare,
in full security without sentinels, without trepidetion
as men lawfully employed in full day. Such is the
cowardice of a commercial place. Un Wducsday they
broke open the Fleet, and the King's Bench, and the
Marshalsea, and Wood-stret Compter, and Clerkenwelt
Bridewell, and rcleased all the prisoners,

“ At night they set fire to ghe Fleet, and to the
Ring’s Bench, and I know not how many other place ;
and one might gee the glare of conflagration fill the sky
from many parts, The smght was dreadful. Some
people were threatened : Mr. Strahan advised me to
take care of myself. Buch a *time of terror you have
been happy in not seeing,

¢ The king saud in council, ¢ that the magistrates
had not done their duty, but that hg would do his own ;”
and a proclamation was published, directing us to keep our
servants within doors, as the peace was now to be pre-
served by force. The soldiers were sent out to different
parts, and the town is now at guiet.

 What has happened at your house you will know ;
the harm is only a few butts of beer ; and, I think, you
may be sure that the danger is over, There i a body
of woldiets st 8t. Margaret's Hill.”

¢ June 10, ~ The soldiers are stationed so as to be
every where within call. There is no longer any body of
rioters, and the indivilluale are hunted 3 their holes, and
led to privor, Lord George was last night sent to the
Tower, My, Jubn Wilkes was this day in my neigh-
bourhood, the publisher of & seditious paper.

Sevetsl thapels have been destroyed, and beveral
inoffensive papists bave been plundered ; but the high
wport was to burn the guols. This was a good rabble

¥ &
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tiick. The debtors and the criminals were all set at
hbeity ; but of the eritmingls, as has slways happened,
many are already retaken; and two pirales have sur-
rendered themselves, and 1t in expected that they will
be pardoned.

 Government now acts again with ite preper foree ;
and we are all under the protechon of the king and the
law. I thonght that it would be agreesble o you and
my master to have my testrmony to the pablic security ;
snd thet you would sleep mote quietly when I told, you
that you are safe,”

« June 12.~The public has escaped & very heavy
calamity. The rioters sttempted the Bank om Wed-
nesday night, but in no great number ; snd like other
thieves, with no grest resolution. Jack Wilkes headed
the party that drove them away, It i agreed,
t' at if they had seized 'the Bank om Tuesday, st the
height of the panic, when no resistanee had been pre«
puied, they might have carxied irrecoversbly away
whatever they had found. Jack, who was always seal-
ous for order and y (1), declares, that &f he be
trusted with power, he will not leave a rioter alive.
There is however, now no longer any need of herciem
or bloodshed ; no blue riband («) 18 any longer wora.

* All danger here is sppavently over: bus a little
sgitation still continves, We frightsn one another
with 70,000 Socots () to come hithex with the Dukes
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of Gordon and Argyll, and eat us, and hang us, or
drown us ; but we are all at quiet.”

« June 14..~- There has, indeed, been an universal
panic, from which the king was the first that recovered.
Without the conourrence of his ministers, or the as-
sistance of the civil fhagistrates, he pus the soldiers in
motion, and saved the town from calamities, such as a
rabble’s government must naturally produce.”

Such was the end of this miserable sedition, from
which Londou was delivered by, the magnanimity of
the sovereign himself. Whatever some may main.
tain, I am satigfied that there was no combination
or plan, either domestic or foreign; but that the
wischief spresd by a gradua) contagion of frenzy,
aughented by the quantities of fermented liquors
of which the delnded populace possessed themselves
in the coutse of their depredationg.

I should think myself very much to blame, did I
here neglact to do justice to my esteemed friend (1)
Mr. Akerman, the keeper of Newgate, who long
discharged a very important trust with an uniform
intrepid fivmness, and at the same time a tenderness
and o liberal clyrity which entide him to be re-
corded with distinguished honouyy

Upon this oocasion, from the timidity and negli-
gence of wagistracy on the one band, and the sl
most incrydible exertions of the mob on the other,

m%ym. 13 okl ey kenper of Wewgtte ks
mummﬂ"ﬁﬁﬂ ”‘"w"'m;&ny ot
;::‘“MW Mmfw%m into more an
madiate with the kesplr of Kewgete, - C,
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the first prison of this great country was laid open,
and the prisoners sot free; bot that Mr, Akennan,

+ whose house was burnt, would have prevented all
this, had proper aid been scnt him in due time,
there can be no doubt. .

Many years ago, a fitc broke out iu the brick
part which was built as an addition to the old gaol
of Newgate. The prisonrs were in consternation
and tumult, calling out, “ We shall be burpt, we
shall be burnt! Down with the gate | .— down with
the gate 1" Me. Akerman hastencd to them, showed
himself at the gate, and having, after some confused
vociferation of « Hear him! hear himn !" obtained
a silent attention, he then calmly told them, that the
gate must not go down; that they were undet his
care, and that they should not be permitted to
escape; but that he could assnre them they need
not be afraid of being burnt, for that ¢ five was
not in the prison, properly so called, which was
strongly built with stone; and that if they would
engage to be quict, be himself would come in to
them, and conduct them to the further end of the
building, and would not go out ¢ill they gave him
leave. To this groposal they agreed; upon which
Mr. Akerman, having first made them fall baek from
the gate, went in, and with a determined resolution

"swdered the outer turnkey upon no sccount ta open
de gate, even though the prisoners (though he
trusted ' they would not) should break their word
and by force bring himself to order it. « Never
mind me,” said he, < should that ” The
prisones peaceably followed him, while he con-
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ducted them through passages of which he had the
keys to the extremity of the gaol, which was most
distant from the fire. Having by this very judicious
conduct fully satisfied them that there was no im-
wediate risk, if any at all, be then addressed them
thus : « Gentlemen, you are now convinced that I
told you true. 1 have no doubt that the engines
will roon extinguish thisdire: if they should not, a
sufficient guard will come, and you shall be all
taken out and lodged in the compters. 1 sssure
you, upon my word and honour, that I have not a fars
thing insured. J have left my house that I might take
care of you. I will keep my promise, and stay with
you if you inuist upon it; byt if you will allow me
to #o out and look after my family and property,
I shall be obliged to you.” Struck with his be-
haviour, they called out, “ Master Akerman, you
have done bravely; it was very find in yous by all
means go and take care of your own concerns.” He
did so accordingly, while they remained, and were
all preserved.

Johoson has been heard to relate the substance
of this story with high praise, in which he was
joined by Mr, Burke. My illussgous friend, speak-
ing of Mr. Akerman's kindmess to his prisoners,
pronounced this eulogy upon his character: —
“He who has long had constantly in his view tha
worst of mankind, and is yet eminent for the hu-
manity of his disposition, saest have bad it origindlly
in a great degree, and poutised to cultivate it very
carcfully.”
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Larexn 877, TO MRS THRALE.
« June 15. 1780.

1 was last week at Renny's conversatione, and
Renny got her room pretiy well filled ; and there were
Mrs. Ord, snd Mrs. Horneck, and Mrs. Bunbury, and
other illustrious namee, and much would poor Renny
have given to have had Mra, Thrale too, and Queeny,
and Bumey; but human happiness is never perfect;
there is always une puide dffrewss, as Maintenon com-
plained, there is some craving void left aking in the
breast, Renay is gaing to Ramegate ; and thus the
world drops away, and 1 am left in the sltry town, to
see the sun in the Crab, and perhaps in the Lion,
while you are paddling with the Nereida.”

¢ July 4,—1 have not seen or done much since I had
the mi of seeing You go away. I was one wight
at Burney’s' There were Pepys, and Mrs. Ord, snd’
Paradise, and Hoole, and Dr. Dunbar of Aberdeen, and
I kn':;’v‘.nnt how mapy more ; and Pepys and I hed 2ll
the talk.”

Larrzh 378. TO MISS REYNOLDS.

« Bolt Court, June 16, 1780.

“ Dyar Mapax, — I answer your letter as soon,as
1 can, for I have just received it. I am very willing
to wait on you at all times, and will sit for the picture,
and, if it be necessary, will sit again, for whenever I sit
T shall be aiways with you.

“ P not, my love, burn your papers. I have mended
Ytde but some bad rthymes. (1) I thought thcm very
pretty, and was much woved in reading them, The
ved ipk is only lake snd gum, and with s moist sponge
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« 1 have been out of order, but by bleeding and other
means, am now better. Let me koow on which day
«] shall come to you. I am, &e. San. Jomnsvn.

¢ To-day I am engaged, sud only to-day.”

Larrex 879. TO MRS. THRALE.

« London, July 10. 1780.

< Last week I saw ﬂenhhut twice, and I thunk fish
once : the rest was pease, You are afraid, you say,
lest I extenuate myself too fast, and are an enemy to
violence : but did you never hear nor read, dear madam,
that every man'has his genius ; and that the great rule
by which all excgllence is attained, and 41l success proe
eured, is to follow genins ; and have you not observed
in all our conversation that my genius is always i1n
extrerpes — that 1 am very noisy or very silent, very
gloomy or very merry, very sour or very kind? And
would you have me cross my genius, when it leads me
sometimes to voracity, and sometimes to abstinence ?
You know that the oracle said, Follow your genina.
When we get together again (but when, alas! will that
be P) you can manage me, and spare me the solicirude
of managing myself.

« 1 stay at home to work, and yet do not work
diligently ; nor can tell when I shall have done, nor
perhape dees any body but myself wish me to have
done ; for what ean they hope I shall do-better? Yet
I wish the work was over, end I was at liberty. Would
1 go to Mrs, Aston and Mrs. Porter, and see the old
places, and sigh to find that my old friends are gone ?
Would T recal plans of life which I never brought into
practice, and hopes of exoellence which I once pre-
sumed, and never have attained? Woald I compare
what I now am, with what I once expected to have
been? Is it reasohable to wish for suggestions of
shamé, sud oppertunities of sorrow '



434 LIFE OF JOHNSON. | 1780

* July 27. - I dine] yesterday at Sir Joshua's with
Mrs. Cholmondeley, and she told me 1 was the best
entic in the world, and I told her that nobody m,
the world could jndge like her of the ment of a entic.
On Sunday I was with- Dr Lawrence and his two
sistersdn-law, to dine with Mr. G ==, at Putney,
The doctor cannot hear 1 a coach better than m a
foom, and it was but a dul] day.’

* August 1. — 1 sent to, Lord Westcote (*) about s
brother’s Life ; but he uys i he knows not whom to e11-
ploy, and s sure I shall do him no injury. Tlsre
¥ an ingenious scheme to save a day's work, or part f
s day, utterly defeated. Then what avails 1t to be
wise? The plam and the artful man must both do
their own work. But I think I have got & Life of Dr,

Young.”(-) .

In the course of this month my brother Dm""ui(’)
waited upon Dr. Johnson, with the following l tter
of introduction, which 1 had takin care should be
lymg ready on his arrival :n London,

Lerrer 380, TO DR. JOIINSON,
« Edmburgh, Apil 29, 1780,

“ My DEAr S1r, — This will be delivered to you by
my brother David on hia return from Spamn. You will
be glad to see the man who vowed to © stand by the old

(1) Brother to the first Lord Lyttel wh he was
-ﬁ:;:m ct:xmulteruud [ Eugy‘hlb mwn?rby s“!dl Vol V.
’. —

Fromy M¢, (afterwards Sir nbmcroﬁ. at
sﬁlwpam,x&a_o. )R He died

s)gmmml.m—ﬁz“—mw af:men-
m 3688, aud died :gm (5 h
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castle of Auchinleck with heart, purse, and sword ;*
that romantic family solemnity devised by me, of whach 4
you and I tslked with complacency upoh the spot, 1
trust that twelve years of absence have not lessened his
feudal attachment, and that you will find him worthy of
beng intrcduced to your acquaintance. I have the
honour to be, with affectionate veneration, my dear Sir,
your most fuithfal humble servant, James Boswrir.”

Jolmeon received him vgry politely, and has thus
mentioned him in a letter to Mrv. Thrale(?): —

1 have had with me a brother of Boswell's, a
Spanish merchant, whom the war has driven from his
residence at Valeheia. He is gone to see hir friends,
and will find Scotland but a sorry place after twelve
years” rendence in a happier ®hmate, He is a very
sgreeBble man, and speaks no Scotch.” (2)

Lgrres 861, TO MRS. THRALE.
“ Aug 14. 1780
« I hope you have no design of stealing away to
Ttaly before the election, nor of leaving me hehind you ;
though I am not only seventy but seventy-one. Could

not you let me lose a year in round numbers? Sweet!~
sweetly, siugs Dr. Bwift, —

A J
¢ Some dire misfortune to portend,
No enemy can tnatch a fnend.’

(1) Mes. Prozzi has pmtted the namwe, she best knows why.

2) D had, for the last felt some alleviation
( ) Mmjm?n md' which longenifecu-g hun; ths
mlnf thus gratefully and devoutly edgul « * Sun-

day, June 18, ~=In ﬂlemornlugoﬁhltdu Jast year, 1 percerved
the rmuuon of those cotwulsiotis n myy m.f; whwrhnd dis-
veensed mis for mywre than twenty yesrs. 1 returned thanks st
chureh for the h«zygnnm mie, winch has now continned a
year,” P 1800~ G,
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But what if T am seventy.two? 1 remember Sulpitius
wsays of Baint Martin — (now that’s sbove your reading)
— Eut oniml victer ansorum, et senectuti cedere nes-
olus. Match me that smong own folks. If you
try to plague we, I shall tell you that, according to
Galen, hfe begins to decline from hirty-five.” (1)

Lerren 382 TO DR. BEATTIE,
' At dberdeen.

» ¢ Bolt Court, Fleet Street, Aug. 21. 1780,

“ 8yr, — More yéars (%) than I have any delight to
reckon have past since you and I saw one anather: of
this, however, there is no reason for iaking any repre-
hensory complaint: — Sic fale ferunt. But methinks
there might pass some small interchange of regerd
between us. If you say that I ought to have wrifien, I
now write : and I write w tell you, that I have much
lindvess for you and Mrs. Beattie; and that 1 wish
your health better,'and your life long. Try change of
air, and come a few degiees southwards. A softer
climate may do you both good. Winter is coming in ;
and London will be warmier, and gayer, and busier, and
more fertile of amusement than Aberdeen.

“ My health is better, but that will be little in the
balance when I tell you that Mrs. Montagu has been
very ill, and is, I deubt, now but.weskly,: Mr. Thrale
has been very dangerously disordered; but iz much
better, and I hope' will totally recover. . He has with-
drawn himself from business the whole snmmats  Bir
Joskus end his sister are well ; and My, DaviegRias got

1) Mre. Jaxt borth-day vt have boen thirty
();nhuu "%m.uf&’mmam%

Mug-'n. could hardly o much miatake

the of this plespar st

Wban oy 6 aae ehacly g 1o aay s m
€2) 4 had boan five years sbsont from m.-mw ’

¢ k.
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great success as ax author (1), generated by the torrup.
tion of a hookseller. () More news I have not jo tell
yu, and therefore you must be contented with heari

what I know not whether you much with to w’?ﬁ
that I am, 8ir, &e. 8ax, Jonnsgw”

L4

Lrrren 388, TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. *
* @ mﬂ. AI%;,‘( ‘17”-
* Duan 8m, — I find you have taken of your
fits of taciturnity, and hzw resolved m?zqwﬁwyo;n
you are written to: it is but a peevish humour, but you
shall have your way. -
¢ 1 have sat 3¢t home in Bolt Court all the summer,
» thinking to writs the Lives, and # great part of the time

(1)» Mosning his sutertaining « Memoirs of David Gerrick,
" of which Johnson (as Davics informed me) wrote the first
sentence ; thus gving, as it \wets, the key-note to the
. 1t 15, indead, very characten of its suthor; begine
with a maxim, andproud‘:mfpmumne.  All excellence
bas & ight to be recorded. 1 shall, therefore, think 1t superfiu-
ous to apologire for writing thoe life of a man, who, by an
uncomynon assemblage of private vartues, adorned the highest
eminence m ». public pr " o
2) 'Whak the expresson % generated by the oorrupti [
M(nh,dhl‘" e aeems 1ot guite clm‘?per 1t is wn allu.
5100 30 Lhte of » glass of insects, as 1f Davies, from hns
had burst mnto new and gaudier life as

ty3
sotmetunes tn well knew bow
jwwm—‘w o
P v s

uie
BrT
.4
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ﬂ Sewpral of them, however, are donc,
% do the rest.

 Mr, Thyale and his family heve, sinos s illness,
paseod their time first st Bath, snd then at Brightheln.
stone; bt T have been at ugsther place. I wounld have
gone to Lichfield if I oould ave had time, and I might
have had time If I had been active ; but T have missed

mlldl; .nd d ',

“ In the 1 tce, Mr. Thrale’s honse and
stock were in ,fanger.  The mob was pacified at
their first invaston with sbout fifty pounds in driok and

mest ; and et their second, were diiven away by the
soldiers. Mr. Straban gnt & garsson mio his house,
and maintsined them a fortmght: hw'wes so frighted,
that he removed part of his goods, Mrs. Williams tooks
shelter in the conntry. o

¥ I know pot whether I shall get & rembld thix
sumimn, It is now about Whe time whien we were
teivelling. I have, Biowever, better health than 1 had
thew, and hops yoft and I mdy yet show oureelvgs ot
some part of Earope, Asia, or Aftica. (1) In the meon.
titne lét us ply no trick, but keop éach other’s kindnews
by all mesns in our power,

* The bearer of this s Df. Dunber ¢f Aberdenn,
who has written snd published o very lagenious book (%),

(1) 1t will po dgubs ha remardod bpw rehelfiowe
lavd of Awerica. [hut puts me in inind
R T S

Bt e
of your ; ctan WMW'W
;mﬂ mﬁ pot t’m’ Ty’
s B Lk
s B e v

orn ¥ 1750, and ded st @ very advificed uge GioNrTied, - U.

(e) * mmaim Manking” sompe ne-
o o ey s o o
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and who I think has a kindness for ae and will, whén
hé knows you, have a kindness for you.

%I ru your Lttle ladies ave grown tall ; snd
your gon becorme & learsed young man. I love
them all, and I Jove your neughty lady, whom 1 never
shall persunde to love tne. When the Lives are done, I
thall send dhem to complete her collection, but must
send them in paper, as, fnr;unt of a pattern, I cannot
bind them to fit the rest. I am, 8, yours most
affectionately, Sax. Jounson.”

Lisrsu$84.  TO MRS. THRALE.
# London, Aug. 25. 1780.

¢ T have not dined out for sorge time but with.ﬂerm
o!SrJ “é,chmm&r.lmhu

gchmnd, and I am hﬂ u
lt'. I wish T SKRguGM Minus
m am not diligent, I em aftmdehat I P %

Liphfleld this year, yet 3t wig)ld pleuememhoww
friends how much better X a grown: tmt I am not
grown, I am afraid, less idls ; ofidlemlamnov

paying the fing by havipg no jeisure.” .

Tidy yenr bé'wroa to 8 young clergymsn (*)
in the ro e following very excellent letter,
which “walgable advice to divines in ge»
aeral 3 ——

Wm. 0 .l YOUNRG CLERGYMAN.

« Buolt Courty Au;.r st;‘:m
e Mot iman ce
mm:mmu ’}ouwufmmofm

()e mmmm*—c.

xww 4 Goomee Semban, o
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1 hope, theréfore, you will not be displessed that [
endfeavour s preserve your goodwill by some ob.
sexvations which yonr letter suggested to me.

¢ You are afraid of falling into kome improprieties in
the daily serviee'hy reading w an sudience that requives
no exactness. Your feat, T hope, secures you from
danger. They who contract absurd habiis are sugh ss
have no fear. It is 1mpossible to dp the ssme thing
very often without some faculignity of raammer: hut
that mefiner may be good or bad, and a Httle care will
at Teast preseyve it from being ted: to make it god,
there must, 1 think, be of natoral or casual
felicity, which cannot be taught.

“ Your prescnt method of makink your sermons
seems very judicous, Fow frequent preschérs can be
Wuedwhneaemmsmm their oy than yours

T, Take care to register, somewhere or pthet, the
suthots from whom your seberal diecourses mve bor-
wowed ; and do not imegine that you shall slways
remember, cven wilat, perbaps, you now think it jm-
postible to forget,

“ My advice, however, 34, that you sttempt, from
time to time, an original .
woipposition, do not burden yout mind with too
at once MMt&”ﬁmﬂwM%m
cogitation, propriety
pression. m?m first, amd then
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but direet the judgment of the writer: they supply
souyves of invendion, and keep every part in its proper

place.

“ What I like least in your letter is your account of
i has b loug acglactad by the pason. o Do f
it by the parson. of
Carlisle (Dr. Percy), who was then a little rector 1n
Norihamptonshire, told me, that it might be discerned
whther orﬂ:::cgielrewundergymmtina

nsh, by or savagy manner people.
g:ch a congregation as yours stands in need of much
reformation : and T would net haVe you think it impow-
sible 16 reform them. A very savage parish wes
avilised by s démyed gentlewpman, who came among
them to teach a petty school. My learned friend, Dr.

parish, s Sile wiwr than herelf, to walk to ber in &

T e T

(] 4 -

:n.gﬂmwhuzedbywmmﬂsmg
" " ] pedple, however, as mu

& you oan § mwﬂﬂ.ﬂmm“ﬁqu
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My next letters to him were dated 24th August,
6th September, and 1st October, and from them I
extract the following passages: —

* My brother David and I find the long-indulged
fancy of our comfortable meeting again at Auchinleck
50 woll realised, that it in sume degree confirms the
pleasing hope of O/ preclarum diem ! in a fature state.

“1 beg that you may yever againt harbour a susjn-
cion of my indulgmg 2 peevish humour, or playing
tricks ; you will recollect that when I confessed to you
that I had once beeu intentionally silent to try your
regard, 1 gave you my word and honour that 1 would
not do so again. ¢

“1 rejoice to hear of your good state of health ; 1
pray God to continue it Joug. I have often smd that I
would willingly have ten yesrs added to my life, todiave
ten taken from yours ; I mwam, that I would be ten
years older to have you ten yeaxs younger. But let me
be thankful for the years during which I have enjoyed
your friendship, and please myself with the hopes of
enjoying it many years 10 come in this staté of being,
trusting always, that in another state, we shall mect
never to be eeparated. Of this we ean form no notion ;
but the thougitt, though indistinet, is delightful, when
the mind is cslm and clear. .

# The riots in London were certainly horrible ; but
you give me no account of your own situation duripg
3!1% Would :archy. A delcr?:uau of ;:dl:y gr

‘shnson w & great painting (1); you t write
another ¢ London, & Poem, )

#1 am chermed with your condestending affectionate
expronsion, ‘1¢; us keep ench other’s kindpess by all the
megaws in our power ¢, my revered frind | how elevating
is it to my mind, that 1 sm fonnd woethy to be & com-

(1) 1 Ind not doen lus lettars to Mis: Thedle,
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panion to Dr. Samuel Johnson ! All that you have sain
in groteful praise of Mr. Walmsley, I have long thought
of you; but we are both Tories, which has a very ge-
neral influence upon our sentiments. I hope that you
will agree to meet me at York, about the end of this
month ; or 1f you will come to Carligle, that would be
better still, in case the dean be there, Ilease to con.
sider, that to keep each other’s kindness, we should every
year have thit free and intigate communication of mind
which can be had only when we are together. We
should have both onr solerun and our pleasant talk,

+¢ 1 write now for the third time, to tell you that my
desne for our meeting this automn is much incregsed.
I wrote to "Squise Godfiey Bosville, my Yorkshire chigf,
that 1 should, perhaps, pay him a visit, as I wes to hold
a conference with Dr. Johnsop at York. 1 give you
my %ord and honour that ] smid not a word of Jus m-
viting you ; but he wrote 20 me as follows : —

%¢] need not tell you I shall be happy to sce you
here the latter end of this month, &s you propose ; and
1 ehall likewise be in hopes that you will persuade Dr.
Johnson to fimsh the conference here. It will add to
the favour of your own company, if you prevail upon
such an agsecigte £ assist your observations, I have
often been, entertaived with his writings, and 1 once
balonged to & club of which he was a member, and I
never spent an cvening there, but T heard something
from him well worth remembering.’

“We haye thus, my dear Sir, good comfortable
quarters in the neighbourbvod of York, where you may
be assured we shall be heartily welcome. 1 pray you
then resolve to set out; and let not the year 1780 be a
blank in pur social calendar, snd in that record of wis.
dotn and wit, which 1 keep with so much diligence, to
your honour, and the instruction swd delight of others.”

Mpr. Thaule had now another eontest for the re-
] z*
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presentation 1n parthament of the borough of South-
wark, and Jolinvon kmdly lent him his assistance,
by writing advertisements and letters for him. 1
shall inscrt one as a specinen (1) : —

‘10 THE WOR11IY ELECTORS OF THE BOROUGH
OF SOUTHWARK.

& Southwark, Sept. 5 1780

“ GFNTLEMEN, — A new parhament being now called,
1 again sohat the honpur of being elected for one of
your awcprescntatives; and soliet it with the greater
vonfids nce, a8 § am not conscious of Kaving neglected
my duty, or of having acted otherwise than as becomes
the mdependent representative of independent constitu-
ents ; supertor to fear, Hope, and expectation, who,has
no private purpw.s to promate, and whose prosperity is
wvolved in the prosperity of bie county. As my
ricovery from a very severe distemper is not yot perfect,
T have dechned to attend the hall, and hope an omission
& recessary will not be hershly censured.

(1) Mrs. Pioz2t exhibits Dr. Johnson in a new and unex-
poeted chwur. sstaking a personal part it one of Mr. Thrale’s
wntsm for the houwgh “ Pr, Johnum, she says, “knew
how to be meiry with mean lc, as well oz to be pad with
them ; be the lower of humanity with & real affecs
ton. and his talents and luarning hm always in
the sphore of upper ltfe, yet he nmlmtnghtdthuimewﬂen
he and they shared pamn and plassure m common. A Borough
elegtion onoe showed me his mhumn of basterons mmn, nid

thlf:ughta :hg‘h?nr: enlcldml for s noemy:mxd g

firet
such an
ESEe
' 'y
%vhhm‘ ‘&nmu‘m-wh thi saboln

Aty ‘N:(.no.ﬁt replies our Doctor s 3 cheerf um,
nomnw,nyouuy,mmwm
ale and buzza with é accompanymg ks words with
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I can only send my respectful wishes, that all your
deliberations may tend to the happiness of the hirgdom,
and the peace of the borough. I am, Gentlemen, your
most faithtul and obedient servant,

“ HeNpy Turarne.”

Lrrren 386. TO THE RIGNT HON. LADY
SOUT"WEL];(‘), DUBLIN.

« Bolt Court, Flect Street, Sept. 9. 1780,

*“ Manaw, — Among the numerous addiesses of con.
dolence which your great loss must have oceasioned, be
pleased to veceive this from one whose name perhaps
you have never®heard, and th whom your ladyship is
kuown only by the reputation of your virtue, and to
whom your lord was known voly by his hindness and
bendficence.

“ Your ladyship is now agsin summoned to exert that
piety of which you onve gave, in a state of pain and
danger, 5o illustrious an example ; trd your lowd’s be-
neficence may be still continued by those, who with his
fortune 1nherit his virtues.

(1) ret, the second daughter, and one of the co-heiresses
of "Arthur Cocil Harmilton, Esq, She was manied in 1741 to
‘Thomus Guorge, the third Baron, and first Viscount, Southwell,
and lived with him 1n the most porfect connubial ﬁ-lnc:g: till
September 1780, when Lord Southwell died; a loas which she
never ceased to lament to the hour of her own dissolution, in
her eighty-first year, A 16, 1802, 'The “tlustrious example
of and fortitude” to which 1)r. Johnson alludes, was the
sutmmiting, when past her fiftieth year, to an extremely painful
surgical operatign, which she endilved with extraordinary firm-
Desk apd compostre, not momnf herself to be tied to het char,
nor utteting a mngle mosn.  “This slight tribute of sfiection to
the of thent two mest aminble and exeellent porsuns,
who were ngt 1ess disti by their piety, bencficence, and
tibbydded charity, than hy a suanity of mianners which endceared
them to il who Xnew them, it is hoped, will be forgiven frem
ong who was horowred by thelr kindness and fiicndship from his
childhaod,

e Mo |
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“ I hope to be forgiven the liberty which I shall tahe
of informing your ladyehip, that Mr. Mauritius Lowe, a
son of your late lord’s father(!), had, by recommenda-
tion to your lord, a quarterly allowance of ten pounds,
the last of which, due July 20., he has not received : he
was in hourly hope of his 1emittauce, and flattered hum-
self that on October 20., he should have received the
whole half-year’s bounty, when he was struck with the
dreadful news of his benefa®or’s death.

“ May 1 presume to hope, that his want, his relation,
and Ius merit, which excited his lordship’s charity, will
continue to have the ‘same effect upon those whom he
has left behind; and that, though he has lost one
friend, he may not yot be destitute. ‘Your ladyship's
chamy cannot casily be exerted where it is wanted
more; and to a mind like yours, distress is a sufficient
recommendation. I hope to be allowed the honor of
being, Madam, &ec. 8am. Jomnson.” ()

On his birthday, Johnson has this note: — I
am now beginning the seventy.secoud year of my

(1) Thomas, the second Lord Southwell, who was born Jan,
7. 1698-9, and died 1 London, Nov. 18. 1766. Johnson was
well ::guaumd with this nobleman, and sald, < he was the highe

man, without insolence, that he was ever mn rmm
mth. His younger brather, Edwrund Southwell, lived 1n
macy with Johnson for many years, — C,
Amongst Mr. Lowe's s was found, in Dr. Johnson’s
lmu)midn the fowmngh of a w:rd'which. no doubt,
18

Johnson poormend.udwhichwpfo-
babl addren-dtochenew Sputhwell, 1t has been com-
shuricated % me by Mr. Markland: —

qudq Lown, - The ulawi’u which ’g":ﬁ“:‘“ m .,lz

udge, bessuse sgress.
ﬁ"“‘“‘mw‘ﬁm T e Lt et
")
-mﬁhﬁm ;myuedlwnwm .ml!hmﬂa«m
%Mmlpnn long to “hount ::udo for poany
et you have dooe for m.mnmu Y
oo i A% 0 M. Lows e
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hfe, with more stringth of body and greater vigour
of mind than I think is> common at that age”™ Bat
still he complains of sleepless nights and idle days,
and forgetfulness, or neglect of resolutions. Ie
thus pathetically expresses himself : — < Surely I
shell not spend my whole life with my own total
disapprobation.” (Pr. & Med., p. 185.)

Mr. Macbean, whom 1 fuve mentioned more than
onee, as one of Johnson's humble friends, a descrv-
ing but unfortunate man, being now oppressei by
age and poverty, Johnson solicited the Lord Chan-
cellor Tharlow to have him admitted into the
Charter-house. 1 take the liberty to insert bis
lordship’s answer, as I am edger to cmbrace cvery
occasion of augnenting the respectable notion which
should everbe entertained of my illustrious friend :—

.
Lermee 987, FROM LORD THURLOW,
¢ London, Oct. 24. 1780

* 8, —1I have this moment received your letter
dated the 10th, and returned from Bath. In the be-
ginning of the summer I placed ong in the Chartreux,
without the sanction of a recommendstion so distince
and so authoritative as yours of Macbean ; and I am
afraid, thet according to the establishment of the house,
the opportunity of making the charity so good amends
will not soon recur. But whenever a vacancy shall
happen, if you'll favour me with notice of it, I will try
to yecommend him to the place, even though it should
not be my an to nominate, I am, Sir, with great
regaed, your most faithful and gbedient servant,

“ Tuuarow.”

Mr. Machean was however, on Lord Thurlow's
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nowination, admitted into the Chartreux in April
1781; on which occasion Dr. Johuson, with that
benevolence by which he was uniformly actuated,
wrote the following letter, which, for the sahe of
counexion, may properly be introduced here :

Lxrres 988, TO THY. REV. DR. VYSE,
At 1 ambeth.
«%olt Court, April 10, 1781,
«“ Rav, 81, — The bewrer is one of my old friends,
& man of great learnipg, “hom the chancellor has been
pleased to nominate to the Chartrenx. He attends his
grace the archbishop, to fake the oath required ; and
being @ modest scholar, will escape embarrassment, if
you are so kind as to introduce him, by which you will
do 2 kindness to a man &f great merit, and edd angther
to those favours which have already been conferied by
you on, Sir, &c. 8ast. Joaxeon.”

¢
Lerrsw 389. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
¢ Oct. 17. 1780,

¢ Dgar Sir, ~— I am sorry to write you a letter that
will not please you, and yet it is at last what I resolve
to do. This year must pass without en’interview ; the
summer has been foolishly lost, like many other of my
sumnmers and winters. I hardly saw a green feld, but
staid in town to work, without working much,

¢ My, Thrale's loss of health hes lost him the elec-
tion (!) ; he is now going to Brighthelmstone, and ex~

¢ Mrs. Thrale felt this ly. ‘When .

'l'l(::a)g;- d::th, [ ﬁ-mul of Mr.ﬁm% ¢ ‘?‘:-nué;
“I md?mﬁmmwdmmﬂn have it ;
for & third, unm?&ﬁm& the poﬂphlths‘}mmu:
or
wark would cry, ¢ Not this man, but Barabhes,' ? = Miss Hou-
fpns's Mem. vo .. P- 66,0~ C.
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yects me to go with him ; and how long I shall stay, I
cannot . tell. I do not much like the place, but yet I
shall go and stay while my stay is desired. We must,
therefore, content ourselves with knowing what we know
as well as man can know the mind of man, that we
love one another, and that we wish each other’s hap-
piness, and that the lapse of a year caunot lessen cur
mutual kindness.

** 1 was pleased to be tdld that I accused Mrs. Bos-
well unjustly, in supposing that she bears me ill-will.
1 love you so much, that I would be glad to love all
thet love you, and that you love ; and I have love very
ready for Mrs. Boswell, if she thinke it worthy of ac-
ceptance. I hope all the young ladies and gentlemen
are well.

‘1 take a great hkmg to ydur brother. He tells me
that his father received him kindly, but not foudly :
however, you seem to have lived well enough at Au-
chinleck, while you staid. Make your father as happy
as you can.

** You lately told me of your health: I can tell you
in return, that my health has been for more than a year
pest better than it has been for many years before.
Perhape it may ‘please God to give us some time together
before we are parted. 1 am, dear Sir, yours, most
affectionately, Sam. Jounson.”

' Lurrer sso "TO THE REV. DR, VYSE.
« Dee. 30, 1780.

3 “ﬂn — 1 'hope you will forgive the liberty, I take,
inn&mﬁngymhmpwuonmth his grace the ur(.h-
bishop't ‘my firet petition was succesaful, and I therefore
vnpmeonzw \
“#¢The: mstron of thechmrenx js about to ru;gn
hdl’tllaee and Mrs. Desmoulins, a daugliter of the lme
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Dr.8winfen  who was well known to your father, is
desirous of snoceeding her. She has been accustomed
by keeping a boarding-scheol to the care of children,
and I think is very likely to discharge her duty. She
is in great distress, and therefore muy probably receive
the benefit of a charitable foundation. If yon wich to
see her, she will be willing to give an account of herself.
 If you shall be pleased, Sir, to mention her favour-
ably to his grace, you will b a great act of kindness to,
8ir, yours, &c. San. Jornson.”

Being disappointed in my hopes of meeting John-
son this year, so that I coul® bear none of his al- -
wirable sayings, I shall'compensate for this watg by
inserting a collection of them, for which I am in-
debted to my worthy friend Mr. Langto " whose
*kind communications have been separatel§ inter-
woven in many parts of this work. Very few ar-
ticles of this collection were committed to writing
by himself, he not having that habi€; which he re-
grets, and which those who know the numerous
opportunities he had of .gathering the rich fruits of
Johnsonian wit and wisdom, niust ever regret. 1
however found, in conversation with him, that d
good store of JonunsoNiaka was treasured in his
mind ;. .and 1 compared it to Herculanepm, or some
old Roman field, which, when dug, fully rewards
the, l,ahqurer employed. The authentisity of everyK
article is unquestionable. . For the exprem 1,
vbowrotethGNdmmlﬁu presence,um .partly
,msmble.

% Thidooritus is not denervmg of véry lugh ‘Tespect 2s
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a writer ; @3 to the pastoral part, Virgil is very evidently '
ruperior. He wrote, when there had been a Jarger in-
fiux of knowledge into the world than when Theocritus
lived. Theocritus does not abound in description,
though living in a beautiful country: the manners
painted are coarsc and gross. Virgil hes much more
description, more sentiment, more of nature, and more
of art. Soine of the most excellent parts’of Theocritusare,
where Castor aud Pollux, godg with the other Argonsuts,
land on the Bebrycian coast, and there fall into a dis-
pute with Amycus, the king of that country ; which is
as well conducted as Euripides could have done it ; and
the battle is well related. Afterwards they carry off a
womian, whose wo brothers come to recover her, and
expostulate with Castop and Pollux on their injustice ;
but they pay no regard to the brothers, and a battle en-
sues? where Castor and his brotber are tfiumphant.
Theocritus sceins not 1o have seen that the brothers
have their advantage ip their argument over his Ar-
gonaut heroes. ¢ The Sicilian Gdssips’ is a piece of
merit. -
« Callimachus is a writer of little excellence. The
chief thing to' be learned from him is his account of
Rites and Mythology ; which, though desirable to be
known for the sake of understanding other parts of an-
clent suthors, is the least pleasing or valuable part of
their writings. . -

© #* Maittair¢’s account of the Stephani is'a heavy book.
He scems to have been a puzale-headed man, with a

share of scholurship ; but with little geometry or

logic in his head, without method, and possessel of
little’ genins, - He wrote Latin verses from time to time,
and pyblished a set in his old age, which he called
¢ Seililia " 1n, which he shows #o little learning or taste
1n writing, as to, make Carferet 2 dactyl. 1n marters
of genealogy it is recessary to give the bare names s
they are; but in ‘poetry, and in prose of any.elegance
in the writing, they require 1o have inflection given to
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them. His book of the Dialects is a sad heap of con
fusion ; the only way to write on them is to tabulate
them with notes, added at the bottom of the page, and
references.

¢ It 1nay be que-tioned, whether there is not some
misteke as to the methods of employing the poor, seem-
ingly on a supposition that there is a certain portion of
work left undone for want of persons to do it; but if
that is otherwise, and all tit materials we have are ac-
tually worked up, or all the manufactures we can use
or dispose of are alr¢ady executed, then what is given
to the poor, who are to be set at work, must be taken
from some who now have it: as time must be taken for
Iearning (according to Sir William Petfy’s ohservanon),
a certain part of those very materials that, as it is, are

properly wnrked %mu&t be spoiled by the unskilful-
ness of névices. "e may apply to well-meaning® but
misjudging persons in’ particulars of this nature, what
Giannone said to a mmk who wanted what he called to
convert him: < Tu‘sci santo, ma tw non egi filssopho.'
It is an unhappy circumstance that one- p@ht give
away five hundred pounds a'year to those'thuit impor-
tune in the streets, and not do any good.

¢ There is nothing more likely to betray a man into
absurdity than ecendesoension, when he seems to sup-
ypose his undermnding too powerful for his company.

“ Having asked/Mr, Langton if his father ' and
mother had sat for their pictures, which he thonght it
right for each generstion of a fam:ly to do, and being

t0ld they had opposed 'it, be said, ¢ Sir, among the an-

. fractuosities of the human mind, I know not if it may
not be one, that thére is a superstitious reluctam to sit

“for a picture. -

‘e John Gilbert Cooper ‘related, that soon nfm' the
publicaticn of bis Dictionary, Garrick being askéd by
Johneon what people said of it, told him, that.smong
‘sther snimedversions, it was ohjected that he Mm
thorities which were beneath the dignity: of such
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work, and mentioned Richardson. ¢ Nay,’ said John.
son, * I have done worse than that: I have cited Zhee,
David.”

s Talkmg of expense, he observed, with what mu-
nificence™s great merchant will spend his money, both
from his huving it at command, and from his enlarged
views by calculation of a good effeet upon the whole.
¢ Whereas,” said he, ¢ you will hardly ever find 2
country gentleman, who is got a good deal disconcerted
at an unexpected occasion for his being obliged to lay
out ten pounds.’

“ When in good humour, he svould talk of his own
writings with a wonderful frankness and candour, and
would even criscire them with the closest severity.
One day, haviag read over one of his Ramblers, Mr.
Langton asked him, how he liked that paper ; he shook
his &fad, and answered, ‘ too wordy. At another
time, when one was rendlng his tragedy of * Ircne,’ to
a company at a house in the country, he left the room ;
and somebody having asked him the reason of this, he
replied, ¢ Sir, I thought it had been better.”

¢ Talking of a point of delicate scrupulosity of moral
conduct, he said to Mr. Langton,  Men of harder
minds than ours will do many things from which you
and I would shrink; yet, Sir, they ﬂll,. perhaps, do
more good in life than we. But let us tr¥ to help one
another. 1f there be a wrong twist, it may be set right.
It is not probable that two people can be wrong the
same way.'

¢ Of the preface to Capel's Sha.kspenre, e said, ¢ If
the man would have. come to me, I would have en-'
deavoured to ¢ endow. his purposes with words ; for as

he doth ¢ gabble monstrously.” * Y]
related that he lm! o:wem 8 dresm a contest

nso) % When thou wouldst, l&nc ﬂﬁn; most brutish, 1
mdthypurpouywﬂ Mlctl.lc.i-—c

NQL.VII.
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of wit with wome other pereon, and that he was very
much morﬂd imagiting that his opponent had the
better of him. * mdhe. one may mark here
the effent of l!!ep in vmkenmg the power of reflection ;
for ¥ad not my judgment taled me, I should bave scen,
that the wit of this supposett antagomst, by whose su-
perdority T felt myself depresecd, was 2 much furmished
bv me, @8 that which I thought I had been uttering in
my own ¢haracter.” .

% Ong evemng 1 compeny, an ingenious and learned
gentleman read to hum a lettc. of compliment which he
had recerved fiom olie of the professors of a foreign
umversity. Johnson, in an wntable fit, thinking theic
was too much ostentation, sard, ¢ I never receive any of
these tributes of applause from abroad  Oue instance *
recollect of a foreign publication, in which mention 1
made of /+llustre Lockman (1) "

“Of Sir Joshua Reynolds, he said, < 8n, I know no
man who has passed through hite with more o srvition
than Reynolds’

“* He repeated to Mr. Langton, with great energy, in
the Greek, our Saviour’s gracious expression concerning
the forgjvenesn of Mary Magdalene (%), “H miovi, on
adruné « 8 mopsion &lg mﬂmv ¢ Thy faith hath saved
thee ; gon pesce. (Luke, vii. 50.) (-) He sard. * The
manner of this dismission 18 exceedingly affecting.’

“H¢ thus efined the difference between physicel
and moral truth: ¢ Physical truth is, when you tell a
thing as 1t actually 15, Moral truth 15, when you tella

1 Su-mu-ytoﬂae British Ilerring Fshery, renarkahle for
( ) n"é number of occmkmﬂ verees, not ot emnent
m—.— e was an mﬂe fapguble tranalator for the book-

Dr.
MW% ;whno,by "‘mmf."""' "

(si nme Torgiven wys Mary
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thing sincercly und precisely as it appeavs to 9«:11 ¥
say such a one walked across the street; if he xlaﬂ i
did so, 1 told a physical truth. If I thnught 80, though"
I chould have been mistaken, I told a moral truth. (1) '

* Hupgins, the translator of Ariosto, and Mr,
Thomas Warton, in the early part of his literary life,
had a dispute concerniny that poet, of whom Mr,
Wurton, in his ¢ Observations on Spenser’s Fai
Queen,’ gave some accounswhich Huggins atempted
t anawer with violence, and spid, * 1 wall m%#r;;
longer againat s nescience.’ Huggtns wes thawier
the subject, but wanted expreasmon, My Wisttos's -
knowledge of 1t was then ilnpercht,w his maprer
lisely and elcgant. Johnspn sdid, ¢ It appears tp the,
that Iluggins has ball withont powder, and ‘Werton
powder without ball,’

“sTalking of the farce of ¢ ngh Life below Staisa,'
he said, ¢ Here is a farce which is really very diverting
when you see it avted, and yet one may read it and not
kuow that one has been reading any thing at all.*

““ He wed at one fime to go occysionally so the
green-room of Drury-lane theatre, where hie was much
regarded by the phyers, and was very easy and fage.
tious with them. He had u very high opision of M.
Clive’s “comic powers, and conversed more with 4,
than with any of thep, He ssid, ¢ Clive, 8y,
good thing to sit by ; she always understands
say.’ Anddlomdofhlm,‘llbvemm 1‘}‘
Johnson ; he always entertsine ime.’ :isl,
‘TheReuniﬁagOMwuamd,l\e o Mr,
Holland, who had been expressing an apprehension that
Dr. Johneon would disdain the worh of mquhu-.
‘No, Bir, 1 think h\'quhummwhone writings bave

&hh %muﬁ‘m W‘mﬂ

Aar?
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sccasion to say, ¢ That young gentleman seems to have
little to do.” Mr. Beauclerk observed, ¢ Then, to be
sure, Spence turned round and wrote that down ;' and
went on to say to Dr. Johnson, ¢ Pope, Sir, would have
said the same of you, if he had scen you distilling.’
Jannson. ¢ Sir, if Pope had told me of my distilling, I
would have told him of his grotto.” (1)

« He would allow no settled indulgence of idleness
upon principle, and alway® repclicd every attempt to
urge excuses for it. A fiiend one day suggested, that
it was not wholeseme to study soon after dinger. Joun-
son. € Ah, Siv, don’t give way to %uch a fancy. At one
time of my life 1 had taken it into wy head that it was
not wholesone t& study between breakfast and dinner.”

“ Mr. Beauclerk one day 1epeated to Dr. Johnson
Pope’s lincs, .

* ¢ Lot modest Faster, 1f he will, excel
Ten metropolitans in preaching well 3°

then asked the doctor, ¢ Why did Pope say this?’
Jounzow. ¢ Sir, he hoped it would vex somebody.’ {?)

(1) This would have been a very inadequate retort, for John«
sou's chemistry was a mere pastime, while Popc’s grotto wus,
although ornamented, a useful, and even necessary work. John-
son has explained his views of this poiut very copionsly in bis
Life of Pope: where he says,  thar being under the nccessity
of making a subterraneous pnssngﬁc 10 a2 garden ou the other side
of the road, Pope adorned it with fossil bodies, aud digmified it
with the titlc of a grotto—a place of silence and rciveat from
which he endeavoured to persuade his friends and himself that
cure and Tassiuns could be cxcluded, A grotto is not often the
wish or pleasure of an Enghshman, who has more frequent need
10 colicit than ta exclude the sun; hut Pope’s escavation was
rt«qbuiaite us an entrascy to his garden; and as some men try
to be proud of their defects, he extracted an ornament from an
inconvenience, and vanity produced u grotto where necessity
vuforced a passage.”— C.

(2) Dr. Janes Foster was an eminent preacher among the
dissenters; and Pope professes to prefer his merit in 50 tumble
4 station to the more splemdid ministry of the metropolilens.
Pope’s object cerainly was to vex the clergy; but Mr. Beaa-

AAd
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< Dr. Goldsmith,. upon occazion of Mrs. Lennox's
bringing out a play (1), eaid to Dr. Johnson at the
«lub, that a person had advised him to go and hiss it,
because she had attacked Shakspeare in her book called
< Shakspeare IMustrated.” Jonsson. ¢ And did not you
tell him that he was a rascal?’ Govrvsaura. ¢ No, Sir,
T did not. . Perhaps he might not ruean what he said.”
Jounson. ¢ Nay, Sir, if he lied, it is a different thing.’
Colman slily said (but it i¢ believed Dr. Johnson did
not hear him), ¢ Then the proper expression should
have been, — 8ir, if you don’t lie, you 're a rascal.’

< His affection for ‘s'opham Beauclerk was so great,
that when Beauclerk was labouring under that severe
illness which at last occasioned his death, Johnson said
(with a voice faltering with emotion), ¢ Sir, I would
walk to the extent of the:diameter of the earth to save
Beauclerk.”

“ One night at the club he produced a translation
of an epitaph which Lord Elibenk had written in En-
glish for his lady, al\l requested of Johnson to turn it
into Latin for him. Having read Domsna de North et
Gray (*), he said to Dyer, “ You see, 8ir, what bar.
barisms we are compelled to make use of, when modern
titles are to be specifically mentioned in Latin inscrip-
tions.” When he had read it once aloud, and there had
been a genexal approbation expressed by the company,

clerk ymeanttouk-—-whatu by no means 3o clear —
two lines bear on the general design and argu-

1) Prubab & The Si * one night
ns Covenl{ Gnr:an. :::?‘7’69.. cl‘)n: ith wrote an ez«
10 ity e

Elibank married
(s) L:vh‘; melud i: Dutch Mnrll Mmm
mmﬂ Guy, and not to the

3

eg%
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he addressed himself to Mr. Dyer in particular, and
said, ¢ 8ir, I beg to have your judgment, for I know
your nicety.” Dyer then very properly desired to read
it over again ; which having done, he pointed out an
incongruity in oue of the sentences. Johnson immedi-
ately assented to the observation, and said, ¢ Sir, this is
owing to an alteration of a part of the sentence from
the form in which I had first written it ; and I belicve,
Sir, you may have remarkedl, that the making a partial
change, without a due regard to the general strucrure of
the sentence, is a very frequent cause of error in com-
position.” ’

“ Johnson was well acquainted with Mr. Dossie,
author of a Trlatise on Agriculture (!); and said of
him, ¢ 8ir, of tihe objects which the Society of Arts
have chiefly in view, the clymical effects of bodies
opefiting upon other bodies, he knows more than almost
any man.’ Johnson, in order to give Mr, Dossie his
vote to be a member of this society, paid up an arrear
which had run on for two years. *On this occasion he
mentioned & circumstance, as characteristic of the
Scotch. © One of that nation,” said he, ¢ who had been
a candidate, against whom I had voted, came up to me
with a civil salutation. Now, Bir, this is their way.
An Englishinan would have stomached it and been
sulky, and never have taken further notice of you ; but
a Scotchman, 8ir, though you vote nineteen times
against him, will accost you with equal complaisance
after each time, and the twentieth tiwe, Sir, he will get
your vote.!

“ Talking on the subject of toleration, one day when
some friends were with him in his sjudy, he made his

Dossie also J.i:he'd, in two vols. 8vo,, what was then a
we(nmefnl —wnrk,we:ﬁtled « The Handmaid to the Arty"
degmd to the Society for the Encouragement of Arts, &c.
e dlatta .

5
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usual remark, that the state has a right to regulate the
religion of the people, who are the children of the state.
A clergyman having readily acquiesced in this, Johnson,
who loved discussion, observed, ¢ But, 8ir, you must go
round to other states than our own. You do not know
what a Bramin has to say for himself. (') In short,
8ir, I have got no further than this: every man has a
right to utter what he thinks truth, and every other
n:an has a right to knock hin down for it. Martyrdom
s the test.’

“ A man, he observed, ghould begin to write soon ;
for, if he waits till Ris judgment is matured, his in-
ability, through want of practice to express his con-
ceptions, will make the disproportion 80 great between
what he sees, and what he can attain, that he will pro«
bably be discouraged from writing at all. As a proof
of the justness of this remark, we may iustance what is
related of the great Lord Granville (2); that after he
had written his letter giving an account of the battle of
Dettingen, he said, ‘®Herc is a letter, expressed in terms
not good enough for a tallow-chandler to have used.’

¢ Tajking of a court-martial that was sitting upon a
very momentous. public occasion, he expressed much
doubt of an enlightened decision ; and said, that per-
haps there was not a member of it, who, in the whole
course of his fife, had ever spent an hour by himself in
balancing probabilities. (¥)

(1) Heore Lord Macartney remarks, % A Bramin, ‘or any
caste pf the Hindoos, will neither admit you to be of their reﬁ~

ion, nor be (xt;vbmad 10 y(m A nmch struck the
‘Partuguese wi e greatest em they first.dis«
covéred the East Indxgc::." <

‘lb? ddbn, the ﬁm Earl Granville, who died Jmua.ry 2. 1763.

3). As Mr, Labgtonunecdom:renmdat it is pot
w{dzwmne what court-martial this «Lb.bl'..u
James Mackintosh suggests-— Admual Kop 8 i 1789.- C .
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¢ Goldsmith one day brought to the club a printed
ode, which he, with others, had been hearing read by
its author in a public room, at the rate of five shillings
each for admission. QOne of the company having read
it aloud, Dr. Johnson said, ¢ Bolder words and more
timorous meaning, 1 think, never were brought together,’

« Talking of Gray's Udes, he said, ¢ They are forced
plants, raised in a hotbed ; and they are poor plants:
they ave but cucnmbers aftedsll” A gentlenan present,
who bad been runrning down ode-writing in general, as
& bad species of poetry, unluckily said, € Had they been
Lirerally cucumbers, they had betn better things than
wdes,” ¢ Yes, Sir,’ said Johnson, ¢ for a hog.'

* Ilis distinctfon of the diffirent degrees of attain-
ment of luarning was thus marked upon two occasions
Of Queen Elizabeth he said, < 8he bad learning enough
to hifve wiven dignity 1o a bishop ;° and of Mr. Thomas
Davies he said, ¢Sir, Davies has learning enough to
give eredit 10 a clergyman,’

“ He used to quote, with great *warmth, the saying
of Aristotle recorded by Diogenes Laertius; that there
was the same difference between one learned and un-
learned, as between the living and the dead.

“ It is very remarksble, that he retained in his
memory very slight and trivial, as well as important,
things. As an instance of this, it seems that an inferior
domestic of the Duke of Leeds had attempted to cele.
brate his Grace’s marriage in such homely rhymes as he
could make ; and this curious composition hoving been
sung to Dr. Johuson, he got iv by heart, and used to re.
peat it in & very pleasant manner. Two of the stanzas -
were these : —

* Whon the Duke of Leeds shall marmed be
.. Toa fine young lady of high quality, oo
‘. How happy will that gentlewoman be
In bis Grace of Leeds's good company!
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¢ She shall have all that's fine and fair,
And the best of silk and satin shall wear;
And ride in a coach to take the air,
And have a house in St. James's-square, ’(1)

To hear a man of the weight and dignity of Johnson
repeating such humble attempts at poetry had a very
amusing cffect. He, however, seriously observed of
the last stanza repeated by him, that it nearly comprised
all the advantages that weafth can give.

*“ An -eminent foreigner, when he was shown the
British Museum, was very troublesome with many ab-
surd inquiries. ¢ N§w there, Sir,” said he, ‘is the
difference between an Englishman and a Frenchman,
A Frenchman must be always talking, whether he
knows any thing of the matter or not ; an Englishman
is content to say nothings when he has nothing to say.’

“ His unjust contempt for foreigners was, infieed,
extreme. One evening at Old Slaughter’s Coffee-house,

(1) The co dént of the Gentleman's Magazine who
subscribes himself Sciolus furnishes the following mpﬁlament:
“ A lady of my acquaintance remembers to have heard her uncle
sing those homely stanzas more than forty-five years ago. He
repeated the second thus: —

% She shall breed lords and ladies fair,
e head or o am darae pair,
And the best, &c.
And have s house,” &¢.
And remembered « third, which seems to have been the intro-
ductory one, and is believed to have been the only remainin
ONe': = .
* When the Duke of Leeds shall have made his choice
Of a charmi

i that % beautiful and wi
Shell be l;a:gh’a::lm ,me gent th skies,
long as the sun and maoon rise,
Asnd bow happy shall,” &c.

It 1s with plessure I add that this stanza could never be more
truly applied 1han at this present time {1792}, — B. —The Duke
and Duchess of Leeds, to whom Mr: Baswell aliudes in the
Istter part of this note, were Francis the ffth duke, who died in
1799, andC‘hiu second wife Catherine Anguish, who shill sure
vives, — :
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when 2 number of them were talking loud about little
matters, he said, * Does not this confirm old Meynell’s
ohservation, For any thing I see, forcigners are fools £°
¢ He said that once, when he had a violent tooth-
ach, a Frenchman accosted him thus: Ah, monsieur,

vons étudiex trop.

“ Having spent an evening at Mr. Langton’s with

_ the Reverend Dr. Parr, he was much pleased with the
conversation of that learned gentleman ; and, after he
was gone, said to Mr. Langton, ¢ Sir, I am obliged to
you for having asked me this evening. Parr is a fair
man.(') I do not know when 1%have had an occasion
of such free controversy. It is remarkable how much
of a man’s life vfay pass without meeting with any in-
stance of this kind of open discussion,’

“We may fairly institute ascriticism between Shak-
spear# and Corpeille, as they both had, though in a
different degree, the lights of a latter age. It is not so
Jjust between the Greek dramatic writers and Shakspeare.
1tmay be replied to what is said by 8nc of the remarkers
on Shakspeare, that though Darius’s shade had pre-
science, it does not necessarily follow that he had all
past particulars revealed to him,

* Spanish plays, being wildly and improbably farcical,
would please children here, as children are entertained
with stories full of prodigies; their experience not
being sufficient to cause them to be so readily startled
at deviations from the natural course of life. The ma-
chinery of the pagans is uninteresting to us: when &
goddess appam-in Homer or Virgil we grow weary 3
still more g0 in the Grecian tragedies, as in that kind
of composition a nearer approach to nature is intended.
Yet there are good reasons for reading romances ; as

(l ) 'When the eorponﬁon of Normch a.pplled to Johnson ta

nt'out to them mrhar-
Feo ‘mn his ceudng t0 guusher to Snmner

at .= Buaney.
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the fertility of invention, the beauty of style and ex-
pression, the curiosity of seeing with what kind of per-
formances the age and country in which they were
written was delighted : for it is to be apprehended,
that at the time when very wild improbable tales were
well received, the people were in a barbarous state, and
50 on the footing of children, as has been explained.

“ It is evident enough that no one who writes now
can use the pagan deiticsoand mythology ; the only
machinery, therefore, seems that of ministering spirits,
the ghosts of the departed, witches and fairies ; though
these latter, as the vtlgar superstition concerning them
{(which, while in its force, infected at least the imagin-
stion of those that had more advanthge in education,
though their reason sct them free from it) is every day
wearing out, seem likelysto be of little further assistance
in the machinery of poetry. As I recollect, Hamtnond
introduces a hag or witch into one of his love-elegies,
where the effect is unmeaning and disgusting.(')

* # The man who #ses his tulent of ridicule in creating
or grosely exaggerating the instances he gives, who im-
putes absurdities that did vot happen, or when a man
was a little ridienlous, describes him as having been
very much so, abuses his talents greatly. The great
use of delineating absurdities is, that we may know
how far human folly can go: the account, therefore,
ought of abgolute necessity to be faithful. A certain
character (naming the person), as to the general cast of
it, is well described by Garrick ; but a great deal of the
phraseology he uses in it is quite his own, particularly
in the proverbial comparisons, ¢ obstinate as & pig,’ &c.:
but 1 dontknow whetber it nnghtnothe true of Lord

1) Not more so dumthe rest of the elegy {the fifth), which

inly, in every point of view, the worst of all Hammond’s

. Johnson exposes the absurdity of medern mytho-
veryi‘ordblymhuweot‘mmmom ~C
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('), that from 2 too great eagerness of praise
and popularity, and a politeness carried to a ridiculous
excess, be was likely, after asserting a thing in general,
to give it up again in parts. For instance, if he had
said Reynolds was the first of painters, he was capable
enough of giving up, as objeetions might happen to be
severally made, first his outline, — then the grace in
form, — then the colourivg, —and lastly, to have owned
that he was such a manneist, that the disposition of
his pictures was all alike.

 For hospitality, as formerly practised, there is no
longer the same reason.  Heretofdre the poorer people
were more numerous, and, from want of commerce,
their muans of getting 8 livelihood more difficult 3
therefore the supporting them was an act of great bene-
volence: now that the poor cfn fiud maintenance for
them®lves, and their labour is wanted, a general un.
discerning hospitality tends to ill, by withdrawing them
from their work to idleness and drunkenness. Then,
formerly rents were received in kinfl, so that there was
a great abundance of provisions in possession of the
owners of the lands, which, since the plenty of money
afforded by commuwrce, is no longer the case.

“ Hospitality to strangers and foreigners in our
country is now almost at an eund ; since, from the in-
crease of them that come to us, there have been a suf-
ficient number of people that have found an interest in
providing inns and proper accommodations, which is in
general a more expedient method for the entertsinment
of travellers, Where the travellers and 'strangers are
few, more of that hospitality subsists, as it has not been
worth while to provide places of accommodation. In
Ireland, there is still hospitality to strangers iu some
degree ; in Hungary and Poland, probably more.

“ Colman, in a mote on his tranalation of Terence,

(1, Perhaps Lord Corke, ~=C.
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talking of Shakspeare’s learning, asks, ¢ What says
Farmer to this? What says Johnson? * Upon this
he observed, ¢ Bir, let Farmer answer for himself; I
mever engaged in this controversy. 1 always said Shak.-
speare had Latin enough to grammaticise his English.’

A clergyman, whom he characterised as one who
loved to say lntle oddities, was affecting one day, at
2 bichop’s table, a sort of sliness and freedom not in
character, and repeated, a# if part of ¢ The Old Man
Wish,' a song by Dr. Walter Pope, & verse bordering
on licentiousness. Johmnson rebuked him in the finest
manner, by first showing him that he did not know the
passage he was aiming at, and thus humbling him:
€ 8ir, that is not the song: it is thus. And he gave it
right, Then, looking stedfastly on him, ¢ Sir, there is
a3 part of that song which I should wish to exemphfy in
my own life :—

« May I govern my passions with absolute sway!"*

“ Being asked if’ Barnes knew a good deal of Greek,
he answered, 1 doubt, Sir, he was unoculus inter
eacs.’ (1)

 He used frequently to observe, that men might be
very eminent in a profession, without our perceiving
any particular power of mind in them in conversation.
¢ It seems strange,” said he, ¢ that a man should see so
far to the right, who sees so short a way to the Jeft.
Burke is the only man whose common conversation cor-
responids with the general fame which he has in the

(1) Johnson, in his Life of Milton, after lne'ntlomu that
great poet’s extraordinary I's::{ thut the world was in its
n.ndduthuzbmk was to be written in an age too late forhemxc
poesy, thus concludes: % However inferior to the heroes who
‘mbombbemugu,he might still be great among his.con-

temporaries, e of growing every day greater in the
dwindle dpowedty,mfh .nﬁe asiymtyugongthpi
mies, the onsveyed monarch Boswecty Jun.
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world. Take up whatever topic you please, he is ready
to meet you.'

*“ A gentleman, by no means deficient in literature,
having discovered lese scquaintance with one of the
classice than Johnson expected, when the gentleman
left the room, he observed, ¢ You see, now, how lLittle
any body reads.” Mr. Langton happening to mention
his having read a good deal in Clenardus’s Greek
Grammar(}), ¢ Why, Sir,’esid he, ¢ who is there in
this town who knows any thing of Clenardus but you
and 12°(?) And apon Mr, Lang:on’s mentioning that
he had taken the pains to learn®by heart the Epistle
of St Basil, which is given in that grammar as a praxis,
¢ Sir,” said he, “®I never made such an effort to attain
Greek.'

“ Of Dodsley’s ¢ Public Vietue, a poem,” he said
¢ It vas fine blank’ (meaning to express his usual con-
tempt for blank r-vse): however, this miserable poem
did not sell, and my poor friend Doddy said Public
Virtue was not a subject to interest the age.

“ Mr, Langton, when a very young man, read Dods-
ley’s ¢ Cleone, & Tragedy,’ to him, not aware of his
extreme impatience to be read to. As it went en, he
turned his face to the back of his chair, and put himself
into various attitudes, which marked his uneasiness.
At the end of an act, however, he said, * Come, let's
have some more; let's go into the slaughter-house

(1) Nicholas Clenard, who was born in Brabant’and died at
(irenada in 1542, was a great traveller and linguist. Beside his
Groek Grummar (of which an improved edition was published
by Vossius at Amsterdam in 1626), he wrote a Hebrew Grame
mar, and an account of his travels in various countries, in Latin
{Erisroranum Linni ouo, 8vo. 1556};—& very rure work, of
which there is a copy in the Bodleian Library. His Latin ( s‘:{s
the awthor of Noovear Dicrionnaiax Hisrorigos, 1789) would
have been more pure, if he had not known e many lamw
guaged. — M, :

(¢ Mr. Langton, as has been already observed, was very
atudious of Greek literature. — C,
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again, Lanky. But T am afraid there is more blood
than brains.” Yet he afterwards said, ¢ When I heard
you read it, I thought higher of its power of language ;
when 1 read it myself, I was more seusible of its pa-
thetic effect ;” and then he paid it'a compliment which
many will think very extrzeagant, ¢ 8ir," said he ¢ if
Otway had written this play, no other of his pivees
would have been remembered.’ Dodsley himself, vpon
this being repeated to hirg, said, ¢ It was too much.’
It must be remembered, that Johnson always appeared
not to be sufliciently sensible of the merit of Qrway.(})

¢ ¢ Snatches of reading,” ssid he, ¢ will not make a
Bentley or a Clarke. They are, however, in a certain
degree advantegeous. I would pu. a child into' a
library (where no unfit books arc), dmd iet him read at
his choice. A child ghould not be discouraged from
reading any thing that he tskes a hking to, fomm a
notion that it is above his reach. If that be the eca-e,
the child will soon find it out and demist ; if nat, he or
course gains the insiruction; which isso much the wore
likely to come, from the inclination with which he takes
up the study.’

““ Though he used to censure carclessness with great
vehemence, he owned, that he once, to avoid the trouble
of locking up five guineas, hid them, he forgot wherc,
so tha b~ could not find them,. '

“ A gentleman, who introduced his brother to Pr.
Johnson was earnest to recommend him to the doctor's
notice, which he did by saying, * When we have sg
together some time, you’ll find my brother grow very
entertaining.” ¢ Sir,’ said Johnson, ¢ T can wait.”

¢ When the rumour was strong that we should have
a-war, becatise the French would arsist the Americans,

(1) This sssertion concering Johnzon's insenmibility to the
pathetic e of Otway is toa reund. I once asked him,
whether ha did not think Otwiay frequently tender; when he
answered, ““Bir, he is all t0nderncss.” — Buungy. -
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he rcbuked a'friend with some asperity for supposing
lt, saymg, ¢ No, 8ir, national faith is not yet sunk
so low.’

“ In the latter part of his life, in order to sausfy
himself whether his mental faculties were impaired, he
resolved that he would try to learn a new language, and
fixed upon the Low Dutch for that purpose, and this he
vontinued till he had read about one half of ¢ Thomas &
Kempis ;' and, finding that there appeared no abate-
ment of his power of alquisition, he then desisted,
as thinking the experiment had been duly tried. Mr.
Burke justly observed, that this was not the most
vigorous trial, Low Dutchbemg a language so near to
our own: had jt been one*of the lsnguages entirely
different, he mxght. have been very soon satisfied.

“ Mr. Langton and he huvmg gone to see 8 frees
muon s funeral procession when they wereat Rochester,
and*some solemn music being played on French-horns,
he eaid, ¢ This is the first time that 1 have ever been
affected by musica] sounds;’ adging, ¢ that the im-
pression made upon him was of a melancholy kind.’
Mr, Langton nymg, that this effect was a fine one, -~
Jounson. ¢ Yes, if it softens the mind so as to pmpn!p
it for the reception of salutary feelings, it may be good;
but inasmuch as it is melancholy per se, it is bad.’ )

“ Goldsmith had long a visionary project, that some
time or other, when his circumstances should be easier,
he would go to Aleppo, in order to scquire a knowledge,
» ’nmight be, of any arts peculiar to the East, and

them into Britain, ‘When this was talked of
mlh-, Johnson’s company, he said, © Of all men Gold-

- {1 '.l?hol'fmh-hnrn.hnmm hrftombe!ngmdm-
chglgmc.thtwhmtbemﬂnhh t, and in the fleld, there

is N”cma!ft}:':ﬂmm oc::xg(*l;mdm
bably solemuity e n, l“‘nd“ P'h“
mm mentioned, — Buzyrzy,

VOL. V1L BB
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smith is the most unfit to go out upon such an inquiry;
for he is utterly ignorant of such arts as we already
possess, and consequently could not know what would
be accessions to our’ present stock of mechanical know-
ledge. Sir, he would bring home a grinding barrow,
which you see in every street in Londen, and think that
he had furnished a wonderful improvement.’

¢ ¢ Greek, Sir," said ke, “is like lace ; every man
gets as much of it a8 he can.’ ()

“ When Lord Charles Hay, after his return from
Americs, was preparing his defence to be offered to the
court-martial which be had demsnded, having heard
Mr. Langton as high' in expressions of admiration
of Johnson as he usually was, he reqpested that Dr.

" Jolfn%: might be introduced to him ; and Mr. Langton,
having mentioned it to Johnson, he very kindly and
readily agreed ; and, heinf; pmanted by Mr. L::gwn
to hxs lordship, whﬂe under arrest, he saw him several
times ; upon one of which oceasions Lord Charles read
to kim what he had gropared, which Fohnson signified
hmnpprobmnnf saying, ¢ It is.a very good soldierly
defence.’ Johnson said that he had advised his lord-:
ship, that as it was in vain to contend with those who
were in possession of power, if they would offer him
the rank of licutenant-general, and a government, it
would be better judged to desist from urging his com-
plaints, It is well known that his lordship died before
the sentence was made known.

o Jahmon one dayglu high prmise to Dr. Bentley’;
vmmDodsleyuCollecuon which he recited with
his usnal.energy. - Dr. Adam Smith, who was present,
observed, in his decisive profeseorial manner, ¢ Very
well, -verywen Johnson, however, added, ¢ Yee,

Y

Imwnllbo remamherad, that this was sald tw ﬂn
L yeass ago, when lace was very genesally worn, - .
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they are very'wel'l, 8ir; but you may cbserve in wha
mavner they are well. They are the forcible verses (')

g) Dr. Johnson, in his Life of Cowley, says, that these are

“ the only English verses which Bentley is known to have writ-

m." 1 shall ingert them, and hope my readers will apply
m,

“ Who strives to mount Parnassas’ hill,
And thence poetic Iaurels hring,
Must firet ive due force and l&i!.
Must fly with swag's or cagle’s wing,
% Who Nature's treasures would expl
Hor wysteries and sveana kaow, oree
Must high us lofty Newton soar,
Must stoop as delving WoSdward low,

* Who studies ancient Jaws and yites,

* Torxnes. arts, and armas, and history,
Must deug like Seldoun, days and m‘b
¢« And m?hec': cndless labour & i
“ Who travels in relitiiau:
‘Fruth mix'd with error, with rayn)
Like Whi%:unt.}n Pyx or stars,
In ocean or or strays.

“ But grant our hero's bope long toil
And comprehensive genius stown,
Al sciences, all arts hia spoi
o Yet what reward, or what repown ?

“ Envy, innate in vulgar souls,
Bavy

in and his rise,
i potsond taraleh fouls

. dm snid more sccurate, copy of these
#ﬁﬂ'whwbrzﬁzi; « The Grows, or a Collection
Original Poetns and Translations,” &c. 1721, In this mis
cellany the last stanza, which in Dodsley's cdpy is unguestivn-

“&%%WMm.

“” ~ .
4 v et T Detnd. e & BoaWELL, Sy
B8 2
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of a man of astrong mind, but not accustomed to write
verse ; for there is some uncouthness in the ex-
pression.” (1)

“ Drinking tea one day at Garrick's with Mr. Lang-
ton, he was questioned if he was not somewhat of a
heretic as to Shakspeare. Said Garrick, ¢ I doubt he is
a little of en infidel.’ ¢ Sir," said Johnson, €1 will
stand by the lines I have written on Shakspeare in my
prelogue at the opening of your theatre” Mr. Langton
suggested, that in the line, =&

¢ And panting Time toil'd after him in vsin,’

Johnson might have had in his eye the passage in the
¢ Tempest,” where Prospero says of Miranda, —«
¢ She will outstrip all praise,
And make ite halt behindliaer.‘
&

Johnson said nothing. Garrick then ventured to b
serve, T do not think that the bappiest line in the
praise of Shakspeare.’ Johnson exclaimed (smiling),
¢ Prosaical rogyes ! mext time ‘I write, I 11 make‘both
time and space pant.’ (%)

L]

1) The difference between Johnson and Smith is &
evgn)inthiul' ht instance, &uiﬁmam&uﬂ-ﬁﬂfqﬁ
cation, had his mind crowded with all manner of sub-
jects; but the force, acuteness, and vivacity of Johnson were
not to be found there, He had book-making so much in his
thoughts, and was so ¢hary of what might be turned to account
in that way, that he once said to Sir Joshub Reynolds, that he
made jt & rule, when in company, never.t6 talk.of what he une
derstood, B&.a«knnafm..-imdﬁ?amug:m
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“ It is well known that there was formerly a ruds
custom for those who were sailing upon the Thames to
accost each other as they passed in the most abusive
language they could invent ; generally, however, with
as much satirical humour as they were capable of pro-
ducing. Addison gives a specimen of this ribaldry in
Number 383. of ¢ The Spectator,” when Sir Roger de
Coverly and he are going to Spring-garden. (1) John-
son was once eminentlygsuccessful in this species of
contest. A fellow having attacked him with some
coarse raillery, Johnson answercd him thus, € Sir, ycur
wife, under protonce of kecpigg @ bawdy-house, is a
receiver of stolen goods.” One cvening when he and
Mr. Burke ané Mr. Langton were in company tfogether,
and the admirable scoldipg of Timon of Athens was
mentioned, this instance of,Johnson's was quoted, and
thaught to have at least equal excellence.

“ As Johnson always allowed the extraordinary
talents of Mr. Burke, so Mr. Burke was fully sensible
of the wonderful powers of Jghnson. Mr. Langton
recollects having passed an evening with both of them,
when Mr. Burke repeatedly entered upon topics which
it was evident he would have illustrated with extensive

in Scotland for Mzkyﬁcs), he thus ventures to criticise one
of the noblest lines in vur la 1 — % Dr. Johnson has re-
marked, that ¢ Time toiled im in vain' But I should

&)
toils efter every man, as well as after S re. The
workings of an nlunind keep pace, indeed, with time ; they
move no faster; they their byganning, their middle, and therr
e e o hey. rapend o Shey fo
not, in ; but or they
chewn 24 i the brevon . The lesrned society, under whose sanc-
tion sach gabble is ushered into the world, would do well to
offer a premium to any one who will discover its meaning.

(1) Vaughall, - C.
BB 3
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L]

knowledge and richness of expression; but Johnmson
elways seized upon the conversation, in which, how-
ever, he ‘acquitted himself in a most masterly manner.
As Mr. Burke and Mr. Langton were walking home,
Mr. Burke obeerved that Johnson had been very great
that night: Mr. Langton jeined in this, but added, he
could have wished to hear more from another
(plainly intimating that he meant Mr. Burke). ‘O,
no,” said Mr. Burke, ¢ it is egough for me to have rung
the bell to him.’

 Beauclerk having observed to him of ene of their
friends, that he was awkward at counting money ;

W'hy, 8ir,” said Johuson, © I am likewise awkward at
counting money. But then, 8ir, ahe redson is plain ; I
have hed very little money to count.’

¢ He-had an abhorrencg of affectation. Talking of
old Mr. Langton, of whom he said, ¢ Sir, you will cel-
dom see such a gentleman, such are his stores of litera-
ture, such his knowledge in divinity, and such his
exemplary life ;’ *he added, f and, 8ir, he has no grimace,
no gestwulanon, no bursts of admiration on trivial
occeasions: he never embraces you vnth an overacted
cordiality.’

*¢ Being in company with a gentlemtn who thought
it to maintain Dr. Berkeley's ingenious philosophy,
that nothing exists but as perceived by some mind ;
when the gentleman was going away, Johnson said to
him, ¢ Pray, Sir, don’t leave us; for we may perhape
fv;getfowofyou, mdtbenyoumllmw
exiat.’ .
, Gdthmmx uyonwngmitedbyhhnmm&y
in ﬁm'!‘mpk “said $o him with a little jealgusy of the
appunw h:-mommodnm, ‘I ‘shall soon be
in better chumbers-than these” Johmson af the same
_time checked him and puid hin ¢ hendsome compli-
ment, implying that a man of his ‘talents should ‘be.
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above attention to such distinctions, — © Nay, Sir, never
mind that : Nil te quesiveris extra.’ .

¢ At the time when his pension was granted to him,
‘he said, with a noble literary ambition, * Had this hap-
pened twenty years ago, 1 should have gome to Con-
stantinople o learn Arabick, as Pacocke did.’

“ As an instance of the niceness of his taste, though
he praised West's translation of Pindar, he pointed out
the following passages ¥ faulty, by expressing a cir-
cumstance so minute as to detract from the general
dignity which should prevail : —

¢ Down then from thy®glittering nai,
Tuke, O Muse, thy Derian lyre.'

« When Mr. Vesey(!) was proposed as a member .of

the Literary Club, Mr. Burke began by saying that he

a man of gentle manhers. ¢ Sir,” said Johnson,
¢ you need say no more. When you have said & man
of gentle manners, you bave said enough.’

‘ The late Mr, Fitzherbert told Mr. Langton that'
Johnson said to him, ¢ Sir, 2 man has no more right to
say an uncivil thing, than to ect one ; no more right to
say a rude thing 0 another than to knock him down.’

¢ ¢ My dear friend, Dr. Bathurst,” said he, with a
warmth of approbation, ¢ declared he was glad that hie
father, who was a Wost India planter, had left his
affhirs in total ruin, because, having no estate, he was
not under the temptation of having slaves.’

" % Richardson had litjle conversation, except about his
own works, of which 8ir Joshua Reynolds said he was
always willing to talk, and glad to have them intro~
duced. Johnson, when he carried Mr. Langton to see
him, proféssed that he could bring him out into convers-
.ation, and used this allusive expression, ¢ Sir, I can

(1) Th ht Hon. A Vi was elected s,
Eéziy ﬁﬁ M G in 1713 "and diod Avgust s

+
BB 4
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make him regr.” But he failed ; for in that interview
Richardson said little else than that there lay in the
room a translation of his Clarissa into German. -

“Once when somebody produced a newspaper in
which there was a letter of stupid abuse of Sir Joshua
Reynolds, of which Johnson hiinself came in for a
share, * Pray,” said he, ¢ let us have it read aloud from
beginning to end ; which being done, he, with a lu-
dicrous earnestness, and not glirecting his look to any
particular person, called out, ¢ Are we alive after all
this satire ?’

* He bad a strong prejudice against the political
character of Secker, one instance of which appeared
at Oxford, where he expressed great dissatisfaction at
his varying the old-established toast, ¢ Church and
king” *The Archbishop of Canterbury,’ said he, with
an affected, smooth, smiling grimace,  drinks, ¢ Conati-
tution in church and state.”' Being asked what differ-
ence there was between the two toasts, he said, ¢ Why,
Sir, you may be sure he meant something,” Yet when
the life of that prelate, prefixed to his sermons by Dr,
Porteus and Dr. Stinton, his chaplains, first came out,
he read it with the utmost avidity, and said, < It is
a life well written, and that well deserves to be re-
corded.”

. Of a certain noble lord ('), he said, * Respect him
you could not ; for he had no mind of his own, Love
him you could not; for that which you could do with
him every omgelse could.’ ¢ .

“ Of Dr. Guldsmith he gaid, * No man was more
foolish when he had not & pen in his hand, or more
wise when he had.’ .

* He told, in his lively manner, the following literary
dnecdote : — “GGreen and Guthirie, &n Irishman and »

" (1) Seo.is, 7 365, an allusion o mmm
T oG P 988 n allnslon to probehly the same o
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»

Sootchman, undertook a translation of Duhalde’s History
of China, Green said of Guthrie, that he knew no
English, and Guthrie of Green, that he knew no
French; and these two undertook to translate Duhalde’s
History of China. In this translation there was found,
¢ the twenty-sixth day of the new moon.” Now, as the
whole age of the moon is but twenty-eight days, the
moon, instead of being new, was nearly as old as it
could be. The blunder sgose from their mistaking the
word neuviéme, ninth, for nouvelle, or neuve, new.’

“ Talking of Dr. Blagden's(!) copiousness and pre-
cigion of communication, Dr. Johnson said, ¢ Blagden,
Sir, is a delightful fellow.’

% On occasion of Dr. Johnson's publishing his pam-
phlet of ¢ The False Alarm,’ there came out a very angry
answer (by many supposed te be by Mr. Wilkes). Dr.
Jolmson determined on not answering it ; but, in con-
versation with Mr. Langton, mentioned a particular or
two, which, if he kad replied to it, he might perhaps
have inserted. In the answerer’samphlet, it had been
said with solemnity, * Do you consider, Sir, that a
house of commons is to the people as a creature is to its

-Creator?* ¢ To this question,” said Dr, Johnson, I
could have replied, that, in the first place, the idea of a
Creator must be such as that he has a power to unmake
or apnihilate his creature. Then it cannot be conceived
at a cresture can make laws for its Creator.” ()

r ‘ .
frerwards lagden. Hanrffh More’s ac-
eo&)to‘} him is, «%ﬂ:‘ﬁ’ug&m is Secretary to the Royal

Socigy, s0 motdest, so sensible, and so knowing, heexempl'n;
fies Pope’s line, * Willing to teach, and yet not proud to know.
— Life, Vol. I1. p. 98.— C. ~

4) His profound adorstion of the Great Fimst Couse was
-n_gq)u 0 'set him abave that * philosaphy and vain, develt
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“ ¢ Depend upon it,” said he, © that if a man talks of
his misfortunes, there is somctlung wmn them that is not
disagreeable to him ; for where there is nothing but
pure misery, there never is any recourse to the mention
of it’

“ €A man must be & poor beast, that should read
no more in quantty than he could utfer aloud.’

‘¢ Imlac, m Rasselas,” T apelt with 2 ~ at the end,
because it 15 less ke Ewsish, which should always
have the Saxon & added to the r.' (1)

“¢Many 2 man ix mad in certain instances, and
goer through Life without having it percaived. For
example, a madness has scized a person (2), of sap-
poeing humsclf obliged lterally to yray continually :
had the madness turned the opposite way, and the per-
son thought it a crime ever to pray, it might not
improbably have continued nnobeerved.’

“ He apprehended that the dehneation of charactere
in the end of the first book of the ¢ Retreat of the Ten
Thousand’ was tho: first instance of the kind that
was known.

“ ¢ Supposing,’ said he, < a wife to be of a studious or
argumentative turn, it would be very troublesome : for
instance, 1f 8 woman should continually dwell upon the
suhject of the Anan heresy.’

¢ No man gpeaks concerning another, even suppose
it to be in his preise, if he thinks he does not hear

1
and 1t 18 1 because he bus predisposed the relstio
of tiy ua.umhmh&-mu«mwbenghh * -
1) 1 hope the authority of the great master of' our lan,
m&l gwp'ﬂm curtalling innommmgl:; which we see cnilte, )
&e. frequently wnttem wustend of critick, pubbck, &c. — B, —
Why shonld we not m an obvieus superfluity ? nldn the
e e were written publique and o
mmﬂﬁ in a memorandmp w':ulg Mr. Aud.«n-
don’s papers, dated in 1784, writes  cubtc foet.” — C,
5!) Jolmacn no doubt, i poor friond Smart in his re-
tion : seg and?, Vol 11, p. 170,
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him, exactly as' he would if he thought he was within
hearing,’

“ ¢ The applause of a single bumsan being is of great
consequence.” This he said to me with great earness-
ness of manner, very near the time of his decease, on
occasion of having desired me to read s letter addvessed
to him from some person in the north of England ;
which when I had done, and he asked me what the
contents were, as I thought being particular upon it
might fatigue him, it being of great length, I only told
him in general that it was highly in his praise; and
then be expressed himself as aboye.

“ He mentioned with an air of satisfaction what
Baretti bad toldyhim ; that, meeting in the course of
his studying English with an excellent paper in ¢ The
Spectator,” one of four that were written by the re-
specigble dissenting winister, Mr. Grove of Taunton,
and observing the genius and energy of mind that
it exhibits, it greatly quickened his curiosity to vicit our
country ; as he thought, if such were the lighter pe-
riodical essays of our authors, their productions on
more weighty occasions must be wonderful indeed !

* He observed once, at Sir Joshua Reynolds's, that
a beggar in the street will more readily ask alms from
a man, though there should be nme marks of weslth
in his appearsnee, than from even 2 well-dressed
woman ('); which he accounted for from the great
degree of carefulness as tq money, thet is to be found in
women ; saying farther offun it, that the ppummiﬁeu
in general that they possess of improving their con-
dition are much fewer than men have ; and adding, as
he looked round the company, which consisted of men
only, ¢ There is not ane of us who does not think he
wmight be richer, if be would use bis endeavour.” - -

(1) Sherne is of a direct contrary opinion. See ks ¢ Sentie
' mén?m Journey ;™ ‘article, W%
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. *

% He thus characterised an ingenious writer of his
acquaintance : ¢ Sir, he is an enthusiast by rule.’

< He may hold up that se1eLp againet all his ene-
mies,” was an observation on Homer, in reference to his
description of the shield of Achilles, made by Mra.
Fitzherbert, wife to his friend Mr. Fitzherbert of Der-
byshire, and respected by Dr. Johnson as & very fine
one. He bad in general a very high opinion of that
lady’s understanding, o

“ An observation of Bathurst's may be mentioned,
which Johnson repeated, appearing to acknowledge it to
be well founded ; nawely, it was somewhat remarkable
how seldom, on occasion of coming into the company of
any new. person, one felt any wish os inclination to see
him again.”

.

This year the Reverend Dr. Franklin having puo-
lished a translation ot *“ Lucian,” inseribed to him
the Demorax tnus & —

¢ To Dr. Samuel Johnson, the Demonax of the pre-
sent age, this piece is inscribed by a stncere admirer of
his respectable talents, Tae TraNsLATOR.”

Though upon a partigy'ar comparison of Demo-
pax and Jghnson, there dd2s not seem to be a great
deal of similarity between them (1), this dedication

S doult, some points in which Jobnson did
' Mimmo% who wmé :ng;l' ﬂ:‘»hh, W.Zmﬁdx
g umurmpwdam 3 butln o

his

lived to a great age in other

crﬁcuhu Luci‘uﬁ character seems wﬁmﬂyw
Johmon; and indeed his tract (in little) s



ZErar. 7l FRANKLIN'S ¢ DEMONAX." 981

is a just compliment from the general character
given by Lucian of the ancient sage, ¢ apicov wv aida
eyt> puhacoduy yevopsver, the best philosopher whom I
pave ever seen or known.”

own work, being a collection of observations on several topics,
moral, critical, and religious, made by a philosopher of strol
sense, ready wit, and fearless veracity ; and the character whic|
Lucian ascribes to the conversagon of 1Jemonax appears to me
very like (making due allowance for the difference of ancient
and modern habits and topics) the style of that of Dr. Johnson.

END OF THE BEVENTH VOLUME.





















